
MARYLAND DEPARTMENT OF THE ENVIRONMENT 
1800 Washington Boulevard • Baltimore MD  21230 

410-537-3000  • 1-800-633-6101 • http://www.mde.state.md.us 
 

 
PUBLIC HEARING 

ON THE 
TENTATIVE DETERMINATION TO RE-ISSUE A PERMIT TO DISCHARGE TO SURFACE WATERS 

FOR 
VALLEY PROTEIN, INC. (APPLICATION # 04-DP-0024) 

 
6:00 to 9:00 PM, Tuesday, November 16, 2021 

 
Linkwood-Salem Volunteer Fire Department Meeting Hall 

3905 Ocean Gateway, Linkwood, MD 21835  
 

************* CONVENE THE HEARING ********** 
1. Introduction 

 
2. Ground rules 

a. Turn off of silence cell phones 
b. Restrooms 
c. Exits in case of Emergency 
d. Meeting Duration, 6:00 PM – 9:00 PM  
e. Sign-in sheets 

 
3. Permit Process 
 
4. Why are we here? 

 
5. How to Submit Comments or Ask Questions 

 
6. Questions on Process 

 
7. What are the Permit Requirements? – Discharge Permit Presentation 

 
8. Receive Comments 

 
9. Adjourn 

************* ADJOURN THE HEARING ********** 
NOTES: 

• Permit documents may be downloaded from https://mdewwp.page.link/WWPPortal by searching for 
“04DP0024” as the State Number, clicking “More Info,” and selecting the appropriate document for 
download. Alternatively, the draft permit, fact sheet and a detailed summary of changes are available on 
MDE’s website at https://mdewwp.page.link/permitsofinterest. 

• Written comments may be submitted until close of business (5:00 pm) on Wednesday, December 15, 
2021. 

• Any written submissions may be submitted to Michael Richardson via email at 
michael.richardson@maryland.gov or via mail, addressed to: Maryland Department of the Environment, 
Water and Science Administration, Attn.: Mr. Michael Richardson, Chief, Industrial and General Permits 
Division, 1800 Washington Blvd., Suite 455, Baltimore, Maryland 21230-1708 

• For questions, you may email Rob Pudmericky at rob.pudmericky@maryland.gov or call the Industrial 
and General Permits Division at 410-537-3323.

https://mdewwp.page.link/WWPPortal
https://mdewwp.page.link/permitsofinterest
mailto:Michael.richardson@maryland.gov
mailto:rob.pudmericky@maryland.gov
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WASTEWATER DISCHARGE PERMIT OVERVIEW 

Valley Protein, Inc. 
Application # 04-DP-0024, NPDES # MD0003247 

 
Valley Proteins, Inc., 5420 Linkwood Rd., Linkwood, MD 21835, submitted an application for renewal of a 
permit to discharge an average of 150,000 gallons per day of process wastewater and variable volumes of 
stormwater from a poultry rendering facility located at 5420 Linkwood Rd., Linkwood, MD to an unnamed 
tributary to Higgins Millpond and Transquaking River (Use I waters).  The applicant has also requested 
expansion of the process wastewater flow up to a potential average of 575,000 gallons per day. 
 
Why is there a permit?  
In 1972, to address the often-deplorable condition of many of America’s waterways, the United States 
Congress passed the Clean Water Act. The centerpiece of that legislation is the wastewater discharge permit, 
which bears the title of National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System, or NPDES for short. The U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency was tasked with administering the program, but with the field of dischargers 
numbering in the hundreds of thousands or more, the law provided for EPA to delegate the program to any 
qualified state. Maryland assumed control of the program in 1974, and that is why MDE is conducting this 
permitting process today.  
 
What is an NPDES Permit?  
The law’s goal is to reduce the discharge of pollutants to our waterways. A permit establishes precise numerical 
standards for acceptable pollutant levels or defines management practices to achieve that end. With such a 
document, a regulatory agency can enforce compliance while the regulated facility is assured predictability in its 
legal standing.  
 
Who gets a permit?  
Anybody with a point source discharge of pollutants to waters of the nation, which usually means a pipe 
discharging wastewater into a stream or storm drain, must get a permit. The law does not provide for denial of 
applications unless there is no possibility an applicant can comply with any likely proposed permit.  
 
Where do the permit limits come from?  
The CWA states that every discharge must 1) be as clean as the prevailing wastewater treatment or 
management technology can achieve and 2) that the discharge not cause a violation of the standards each 
state establishes for its waterways. Regarding number one, these are known as technology-based limits. 
Sometimes they are precisely defined by “effluent limitation guidelines” developed by the EPA. In their absence, 
the agency relies on best professional judgment. Regarding number two, these are known as water quality-
based limits. The objective is to keep the receiving water suitable for fish, aquatic life, human contact, wildlife 
contact, and other special uses. These are often keyed to receiving water quality standards developed by the 
states and total maximum daily loads, also developed by the states.  
 
What are the permit limits?  
Please see the summary on pages 3 and 4 of this agenda. 
 
What if the permittee does not comply?  
The laws (both Clean Water Act and Maryland’ Annotated Code) provide for both criminal and civil penalties, 
and these include both fines and imprisonment.  
 
Who develops the permit?  
While the development of the permit is primarily the Department’s task, under law this is done with 
consideration of input from the public (which includes the applicant). 
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04DP0024 – Draft Permit Summary 
 
The Department proposes to reissue the permit with limits on the following parameters at Outfall 001 
to be effective immediately upon the permit effective date: 

• biochemical oxygen demand (from Apr.-Nov.: 31 lbs/day average, 39 lbs/day maximum; 
from Dec.-Mar.: 90 lbs/day average, 180 lbs/day maximum);  

• total suspended solids (from Apr.-Nov.: 39 lbs/day average, 53 lbs/day maximum; from 
Dec.-Mar.: 110 lbs/day average, 220 lbs/day maximum);  

• ammonia (from Apr.-Nov.: 4.2 mg/L average, 23 mg/L maximum; from Dec.-Mar.: 10 mg/L 
average, 23 mg/L maximum);  

• oil and grease (from Apr.-Nov.: 13 lbs/day average, 20 lbs/day maximum; from Dec.-Mar.: 50 
lbs/day average, 100 lbs/day maximum);  

• total nitrogen (1,231 lbs/month maximum);  
• total phosphorus (123 lbs/month maximum);  
• pH (range of 6.0 to 9.0);  
• dissolved oxygen (5.0 mg/L minimum); and  
• total residual chlorine (0.011 mg/L average, 0.019 mg/L maximum).   
• Additionally, a maximum limitation of 200 MPN/100mL is proposed for fecal coliform, to be 

superseded by a proposed maximum limitation of 126 MPN/100mL for E. coli within one year 
of permit issuance.   

• Monitoring without limitations is proposed for flow and total Kjeldahl nitrogen. 
 
The Department additionally proposes a compliance schedule of three years for upgrading 
wastewater treatment at the facility and implementation of new limitations at Outfall 001. The value 
of the new limitations will be determined by the future flow volume chosen by the permittee.  No later 
than three years following the permit effective date, the permittee must elect limitations based on a 
flow rate of 150,000 or a flow rate of up to 575,000 gallons per day (gpd).  Each option is associated 
with a different set of proposed stricter limitations which will become effective upon election of a 
chosen path by the permittee.  Once a path is selected, it cannot be changed without major permit 
modification, which includes public participation requirements.  The terms of the proposed 
compliance schedule, including interim milestones, are expressed in a narrative condition in the draft 
permit. 
 
Regardless of the path selected, the Department proposes the following new limitations at Outfall 001 
to become effective once the selection is made:  

• total nitrogen (8,477 lbs/year maximum),  
• total phosphorus (315 lbs/year maximum),  
• biochemical oxygen demand (from Apr.-Nov.: 6.0 mg/L average);  
• total Kjeldahl nitrogen (2.8 mg/L annual average); and  
• pH (range of 6.0 to 7.8). 

 
Should the applicant elect an average flow rate of 150,000 gpd, the Department proposes the 
following additional new limitations at Outfall 001: 

• biochemical oxygen demand (from Dec.-Mar.: 12 mg/L average);  
• ammonia (from Apr.-Nov.: 1.5 mg/L average, 12.2 mg/L maximum; from Dec.-Mar.: 3.3 mg/L 

average, 12.5 mg/L maximum); and  
• dissolved oxygen (6.0 mg/L minimum). 
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Should the applicant elect to increase the average flow rate above 150,000 gpd (up to a potential 
average of 575,000 gpd), the Department proposes the following additional new limitations at Outfall 
001:  

• biochemical oxygen demand (from Dec.-Mar.: 8.0 mg/L average);  
• ammonia (from Apr.-Nov.: 1.4 mg/L average, 12.2 mg/L maximum; from Dec.-Mar.: 3.2 mg/L 

average, 12.2 mg/L maximum); and  
• dissolved oxygen (from Apr.-Nov.: 6.5 mg/L minimum; from Dec.-Mar.: 6.0 mg/L minimum). 

 
Any parameters which are not impacted by proposed new limitations following the selection of future 
flow by the permittee are proposed to have the limitations maintained at the levels which are effective 
immediately upon permit issuance.  
 
In addition to the above numeric limitations and monitoring, the Department also proposes to require  

• chronic whole effluent toxicity testing following the installation of the new wastewater 
treatment,  

• monitoring of groundwater at several locations on the property,  
• proper sludge management (including specific reporting requirements),  
• odor control measures, and  
• a prohibition on ground application of wastewater. 

 
 
 

~ Space for your notes ~ 
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