
2022 Marine Contractor & 
Stakeholder Workshop

MDE Tidal Wetlands Division Staff

April 26th, 2022



Welcome!



Agenda
9:00 AM - Opening Remarks/Introductions (15 min)

9:15 AM - BPW Regulations/EJ Community Updates (30 min) 

9:45 AM - WQC 101 (45 min) 

10:30 AM - BREAK (10 min)

10:40 AM - GP6 Changes (20 min) 

11:00 AM - Applications Process (1 hour)

12:00 PM - LUNCH BREAK (45 min)

12:45 PM - MCLB New Training Module & Legislation (30 min) 

1:15 PM - Expedited Pier Process (XPR) (45 min) 

2:00 PM - Shoreline Mapper (45 min)

2:45 PM - FINAL QUESTIONS & CLOSING REMARKS



Staff Introductions



BPW Regulation Changes
&

Environmental Justice (EJ)



Board of Public Works Regulations – 
23.02.04

Additional Delegation to MDE

 1.  Performing scientific sampling, soil borings, sediment 
borings, archeological surveys, or similar activities in a total 
area not to exceed 10,000 square feet or exceed 10 cubic 
yards. 

2.  Constructing tidal groins to minimize impacts to the 
littoral drift, when extending no more than 25' channelward 
of the MHWL.



Board of Public Works Regulations – 
23.02.04

General License Extension 

•  May be extended for a one-time extension 
for a period up to 3 years

• Extension request received at least 2 weeks 
before license expires will continue to be valid 
until a final decision is issued



Board of Public Works Regulations – 
23.02.04

Emergency Procedures
• Submit initial request to MDE that includes:  

Applicant’s name, Location, photographs, 
extent of work, anticipated impact to tidal 
wetlands and nature of the erosion

• MDE provides a written summary to BPW 
Administrator and if agrees issues an 
emergency license



Emergency Procedures (cont.)

• Applicant submits an application within 14 days from 
initial emergency notification

• Project is placed on Public Notice

• MDE forwards a recommendation to ratify, modify, 
suspend or revoke the emergency license

Board of Public Works Regulations – 
23.02.04



Mitigation Ratios

Board of Public Works Regulations – 
23.02.04



Environmental Justice (EJ)

● What is EJ?
● MDE’s Commitment to EJ
● What are the Procedural Changes?

•  EJ Map & Screening Tool
• Informational Packet on Regulatory Process 

for Forwarding to EJ Community Group



QUESTIONS?
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Maryland Department of 
Environment 
Wetlands and Waterway Program 
Water and Science Administration

Water Quality Certification (WQC)



When is a Section 401 Certification required in 
Maryland? 

A Clean Water Act (CWA) Section 401 certification is required for any federal 
license or permit that authorizes an activity that may result in a discharge. 

Examples:  U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE or Corps) permits 
(Nationwide Permits, Regional General Permits, State Programmatic General 
Permits, Standard Individual Permits), FERC, USCG



How long does Maryland have to make a 
certification decision? 

● CWA Section 401 requires that certifying authorities act on a certification request 
within a reasonable period of time, which shall not exceed one year. 

● As allowed under the Rule, the federal licensing or permitting agency establishes 
the reasonable period of time and may adopt that reasonable period of time into 
the federal licensing agencies regulations. 

● USACE has regulations stating that the reasonable period of time for a state to 
make a decision is 60 days, unless the District Engineer decides more or less time 
is reasonable. 

● Different timeframes apply depending on project (Corps permit vs. Corps action)



2019 USACE Regional General Letter (RGL)

● In August 2019, Corps Headquarters issued a RGL requiring that the USACE abide by its 
regulations and required WQC decisions within 60 days, unless the state has requested 
and received an extension to that time. 

● When establishing the reasonable period of time in a state extension request, as in the 
final rule, the USACE is required to consider the complexity of the proposed project, the 
nature of any potential discharge, and the potential need for additional study or 
evaluation of water quality effects from the discharge. 

○ Administrative procedures, for example, satisfying a state’s regulatory 
requirements regarding public notice or hearing requirements would be dismissed 
as an acceptable reason for granting an extension. 



USACE 2019 RGL

Prior to the USACE 2019 RGL-  The Corps Districts governing 
Maryland publicly noticed when a Standard Individual Permit  
(SIP) is required.  In Maryland the USACE notice stated that 
Maryland had up to one-year to make a WQC decision for a 
majority of projects that required a WQC. By this notice, USACE 
automatically granted an extension to the 60-days in USACE 
regulation as reasonable through the public notice. 



USACE 2019 RGL

Post USACE 2019 RGL- In Maryland USACE stopped public notice 
publications determining one year was reasonable, instructed applicants to 
obtain a WQC from Maryland, implemented the hard 60-day deadline for a 
WQC decision for all qualifying projects and required extension requests be 
submitted from Maryland for USACE approval. 

Maryland evaluated its WQC regulations and determined that in order to 
preserve the timeclock for a state WQC decision, that it needed to 
immediately implement new WQC processing procedures. 



2020 New Rule, Section 401 

At about the same time in 2019, EPA was being directed to reevaluate 
Section 401 (April 2019 E.O. 13868) 

June 2020  EPA finalized a New Rule, effective September 11, 2020.  

Both the 2019 RGL and the 2020 WQC Rule required Maryland to 
evaluate its WQC process and implement changes. 



Maryland’s WQC Requests

4 Important Steps

1. Determining if a WQC is required.

2. Submit Pre-filing Meeting Request.

3. Map out the timeclock to a decision.

4. Submit in writing a WQC request in accordance with Section 401 and COMAR 
requirements.  



HOW DO I KNOW IF MY PROJECT NEEDS AN 
INDIVIDUAL WQC?

● The federal licensing or permitting agency will advise you if your 
project requires an Individual WQC from Maryland.

● USACE will inform you based on how they are categorizing your 
project activities for a permit.  Except for the Finalized 2021 
Nationwide Permits (NWPs), a WQC is already issued for a 
permittee for the MDSPGP, 2017 NWPs, RGPs that are in effect in 
Maryland.



WQC For Maryland State Programmatic General 
Permit (MDSPGP)

MDSPGP-6

Currently in effect in Maryland until September 30, 2026.  Contains a suite of 
regulated activities that account for over 95% of the federal permitting 
actions. MDE issued a WQC on March 24, 2021. As required under Section 
401 and the 2020 Rule the WQC was submitted to EPA for review of a 
neighboring jurisdiction water quality effect. 

● If your project qualifies for an MDSPGP-6 activity, then an individual 
WQC is not required to be obtained.



Nationwide Permits

Nationwide Permits 
Due to the MDSPGP, most Nationwide Permits are suspended for use in Maryland by the Corps Baltimore District.  The Philadelphia District does 
not have the same suspension and its territory is not subject to the MDSPGP. Those suspended activites for the Baltimore District are captured in 
the MDSPGP. 

MDE recently modified its WQC covering 16 NWPs effective March 15, 2021 (the USACE had previously “declined” to rely on Maryland’s WQC 
issued on December 15, 2020). Applicants qualifying for an NWP in Maryland should check the USACE website for latest conditions to determine 
if an Individual WQC is needed for their project prior to beginning work under the NWP.  The following NWPs will be covered under the modified 
WQC pending Corps’ formal incorporation: 

● NWP48. Commercial Shellfish Mariculture Activities 

● NWP52.  Water-Based Renewable Energy Generation Pilot Projects- Tidal Waters only

● NWP55. Seaweed Mariculture Activities 

● NWP56. Finfish Mariculture Activities 

If your activity is covered by a NWP and meets the minimum requirements of the applicable Special 
Conditions, no need to request an Individual WQC (refer to activity-specific thresholds, NWP 12: Oil 
and Natural Gas Pipeline Activities, etc.)



2020 Rule: PRE-FILING MEETINGS 

2020 Rule - requires a project proponent to request a pre-filing meeting with the certifying authority 30-days 
prior to filing a request for a WQC. 

● The WQC CANNOT be received by Maryland earlier than 30-days from the date of the prefiling meeting 
request. 

● Maryland does not have to hold a prefiling meeting request or hold a meeting prior to a WQC request, but the 
project proponent MUST request the meeting and wait 30 days before submitting a WQC request.  

A pre-filing meeting request does not expire - meaning you can request the prefiling meeting and wait the 
minimum 30 days or wait longer to submit a WQC request for the project subject to the original prefiling meeting 
request. If the project changes substantially a new pre-filing meeting request may need to be filed.

 Pre-filing Meeting requests:  

https://mde.maryland.gov/programs/Water/WetlandsandWaterways/Pages/PreApplicationIntroduction.aspx

https://mde.maryland.gov/programs/Water/WetlandsandWaterways/Pages/PreApplicationIntroduction.aspx


When does the Section 401 timeclock 
begin?

● The pre-filing meeting request does not start the State timeclock to make a decision on a WQC. It starts only the 
requestor’s timeclock to be able to submit a WQC request.

● MDE requires a WQC to be mailed with supporting documentation.  We do not accept emailed requests. The final rule 
defines “certification request” as a written, signed, and dated communication that includes project documents and 
information as specified in the final rule.

● The reasonable period of time begins upon receipt by Maryland of a certification request. 

● IMPORTANT TO MAP OUT THE DECISION TIMECLOCK BEFORE YOU SUBMIT A WQC.  Submitting at the time of a “Joint 
Federal/State Application for the Alteration of any Floodplain, Waterway, Tidal or Nontidal Wetlands in Maryland” (JPA) is 
NOT recommended or advised. You should wait until you are advised by the Federal licensing or permitting agency that a 
WQC is required for your project. 

● Once MDE receives a WQC request we evaluate the project, consult with USACE to determine if it will remain an SIP, then 
determine whether MD requires longer than 60 days to make a decision. If we do, we submit a written request to USACE for 
a reasonable period of time, not to exceed one year. 



WQC REQUEST KEY ELEMENTS

Key Elements: COMAR 26.08.02.10 establishes what a request for WQC should contain in Maryland as 
considered KEY ELEMENTS to a WQC request. Section 401 also defines what must be contained in a WQC 
request. The MDE Key Elements document combines 2020 Rule requirements and COMAR 26.08.02.10 
requirements. 

For WQC associated with a USACE JPA, other than the necessary statements required under the Rule and 
COMAR for a request to be considered valid and received, the JPA document attached to a WQC request will 
contain sufficient information regarding the Key Elements for a WQC review to commence.  You will be notified 
by a MDE reviewer if more information is required for MDE to process the WQC request.  

Please note that the submission of a JPA is not considered a WQC request.  A stand alone WQC request is 
required.  USACE will inform you if your project requires an Individual WQC after receiving your JPA.

MDE has created a WQC Request and Key Element informational document on the website.

https://mde.maryland.gov/programs/Water/WetlandsandWaterways/PermitsandApplications/Documents/W
QC_Request_MDE.pdf

https://mde.maryland.gov/programs/Water/WetlandsandWaterways/PermitsandApplications/Documents/WQC_Request_MDE.pdf
https://mde.maryland.gov/programs/Water/WetlandsandWaterways/PermitsandApplications/Documents/WQC_Request_MDE.pdf


KEY ELEMENTS 

Items 1 (a) through (q) require the requestor to provide detailed 
information on project location and water quality-related impacts (may 
be covered in JPA).

(p) contain the following statement: ‘The project proponent hereby 
certifies that all information contained herein is true, accurate, and 
complete to the best of my knowledge and belief’; and

(q) Contain the following statement: ‘The project proponent hereby 
requests that the certifying authority review and take action on this CWA 
401 certification request within the applicable reasonable period of time.’



Public Notice and Hearing 
Requirements

● Public Notice is required for a WQC. 

● MDE will make every effort to combine Public Notice procedures for projects with 
other regulatory resource impacts that also require public notice (i.e. Nontidal, 
Waterway, Tidal) to incorporate a WQC request.

● Public Hearings will be held if a valid request is received during the public notice 
comment period

● COMAR requires notice of a WQC hearing to be published in the Maryland Register 
45 days prior to the hearing date.



Can MDE or a Requestor STOP the 
timeclock?

No. 

Once MDE has your WQC request, the decision timeclock and USACE coordination on decision date 
begins. Timing of a WQC should be carefully considered and coordinated for sensitive or large-scale 
projects.  Take advantage of the Prefiling Meeting tool and draft submission coordination for review.

● The timeclock ends when MDE takes any of the following available options before the timeclock 
expires:

○ Grants certification, grants certification with conditions, denies, or expressly waives 
certification OR;

○ Federal Agency determines waiver has occurred if the timeclock expired and MDE did not 
take an above action.



Maryland WQC Conditions

● Under section 401 a State’s WQC conditions must be incorporated 
into a federal permit or license.

● MDE WQC’s have a “new look”.   In accordance with the 2020 WQC 
Rule each WQC Condition must have a statement of necessity for 
the protection of water quality and include a legally-supportive 
citation. 



Condition “New Look”

Example Condition:  

The Certification Holder shall adhere to the time of year restrictions, unless waived or amended by the 
Department, as identified in a state authorization.

Statement of Necessity for Condition:  Restrictions on instream construction are necessary to protect 
designated uses for propagation and growth of fish, other aquatic life, and wildlife.

Citations:    Federal and state laws that authorize this condition include but are not limited to: 33 
U.S.C. § 1341(a), (b), & (d); 33 U.S.C. § 1251(b); 33 U.S.C. § 1370; Md. Ann. Code, Env. Article, 
Title 1, Subtitles 3 and 4; Md. Ann. Code, Env. Article, Title 5, Subtitles 5 and 9; Md. Ann. Code, 
Env. Article, Title 9, Subtitle 3; Md. Ann. Code, Env. Article, Title 16; COMAR 26.08; COMAR 
26.08.02.03.03B(1)(b); 26.08.02.03.03B(2); COMAR 26.23.02.06



Maryland WQC Issuance Requirements

COMAR requires MDE publish the decision to issue or deny a WQC in the Maryland Register.  
A waiver does not need publication.

The WQC decision appeal period is for 30 days after the WQC decision appears in the 
Maryland Register.

MDE immediately posts its WQC decisions on its website and sends the decision to USACE or 
the federal permitting agency.

Under the existing CWA Rule and regulations USACE (or any federal agency) is required to 
send MDE’s WQC decision to EPA for neighboring jurisdiction impact evaluation.  If EPA 
determines there is potential for a neighboring jurisdiction impact, EPA will send the WQC to 
the jurisdiction within 30 days of receipt of the WQC decision from the USACE/Federal 
Agency and begin state coordination under the Rule.  A neighboring jurisdiction has 60 days 
to respond. See Section 401(a)(2) and 40 C.F.R. 121.12.



Maryland WQC Contacts

Danielle Spendiff, Regulatory and Customer Service Division Chief
danielle.spendiff1@maryland.gov, 410-537-4023

Heather Nelson, Wetlands and Waterways Program Manager
hnelson@maryland.gov, 410-537-3528

Project Manager for your project: Division Directory

mailto:danielle.spendiff1@maryland.gov
mailto:hnelson@maryland.gov
https://mde.maryland.gov/programs/water/WetlandsandWaterways/Pages/WetlandsAndWaterwaysProgramDirectory.aspx


QUESTIONS?



- BREAK (10 minutes) - 
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Maryland State Programmatic General Permit-6

Jonathan Stewart
Eastern Region Chief



MDSPGP-6
Issued on October 1, 2021

Expires on September 30, 2026

 



Categorization of Application
Maryland State Programmatic General Permit (MDSPGP-5)

State Authorization Federal Authorization
Category A MDE • MDE determined

• MDSPGP downloadable
Category B MDE • US Army Corps-Baltimore determined

• MDSPGP downloadable
Alternative MDE • US Army Corps-Baltimore

• Individual Permit, Letter of Permission 
(Section 10)

Philadelphia District
(Welch Point to Courthouse Point 

through to C&D Canal)
MDE • US Army Corps-Philadelphia

• Individual Permit, Letter of Permission, 
Nationwide Permit

• May require individual WQC



MDSPGP-5 vs MDSPGP-6: Notable Changes

Activity Category A Additional Notes/Requirements

Piers Allows for private floating piers; 

• No floating piers or auxiliary pier platforms shall be 
permitted in areas of mapped SAV shown on composite 
mapping of the five most recent years of verified SAV data 
(derived from VIMS aerial surveys).

• Cat. A & B requirement – Piers must not extend more than 
25% channelward of the width of the waterway measured 
from MHWL or edge of vegetated tidal wetlands.

Marina 
Reconfigurations No add. Slips • Cat B – up to 2 additional slips, otherwise alternative 

review

Boat Ramp

Must not be placed in special
aquatic sites, including 

wetlands, SAV, mudflats, 
sanctuaries and refuges,

and riffle and pool complexes, 
etc.

• Added the additional wording “SAV, mudflats, sanctuaries 
and refuges, and riffle and pool complexes, etc.



MDSPGP-5 vs MDSPGP-6: Notable Changes

Activity Category A Additional Notes/Requirements

Mooring Buoys

Not placed in, or within 25 feet 
of, areas mapped by the Virginia 

Institute of Marine Science to 
contain SAV within the previous 

five years of verified data.

• No application required to MDE for 
non-commercial, single boat, private 
mooring buoys; must adhere to MD 
DNR restrictions.

Maintenance 
Dredging No change • Cat. B allows for beneficial reuse

• Cat. A – Mechanical only

New Minor 
Dredging

No change • Cat. B allows for beneficial reuse
• Cat. A – Mechanical only



Living 
Shorelines/Beach 
Nourishment

No SAV impact. The total amount 
of vegetated wetlands which may 
be filled, graded, or excavated, in 

square feet, may not exceed 1 
square foot per linear foot of the 

activity along the shoreline.

CAT B: No specific limit on SAV impact, but 
must reduce impact to SAV as much as 
possible. Tidal waters impact limited to 0.5 
acre loss, but there can be no net loss of 
wetlands. 

No beneficial reuse of dredge 
material

• CAT B: Allows for beneficial re-use of 
dredge material.

Temporary fills not 
removed within 12 
months

No change • Reviewed as Cat. B



Miscellaneous

Self Certification Form
• No Longer sent by MDE or Corps.  Link on Corps 

website for applicant to download and report 
completion of project

Enforcement/Violations

• Only those violations that exceed Cat. A thresholds 
are forwarded to the Corps.  The Corps still retains 
discretion to request any ATF permit applications be 
forwarded

MDSPGP-5 vs MDSPGP-6: Notable Changes



MDSPGP-6 Categorization

❑ Cat. A projects issued by MDE – MDSPGP Permit paperwork no longer 
attached to MDE License.  Cover page indicates permit activities to 
download.  Applicant must download the permit, the MDSPGP general 
conditions, and the activity specific conditions.

https://mde.maryland.gov/programs/Water/WetlandsandWaterways/Pages/MDSPGP6_conditi
ons.aspx. 

https://mde.maryland.gov/programs/Water/WetlandsandWaterways/Pages/MDSPGP6_conditions.aspx
https://mde.maryland.gov/programs/Water/WetlandsandWaterways/Pages/MDSPGP6_conditions.aspx
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Application Process

• New JPA forms
• Modifications
• Resources
• Review common activities and the requirement(s) 

for JPA submission



Overview of Riparian Rights



Riparian rights

• Comar definition: Riparian rights means the rights of an owner of land 
bordering on tidal wetlands or waters of the State as recognized by 
Environmental Article, Title 16, Annotated Code of Maryland

• State Tidal Wetlands as defined by Comar: Riparian landowner means 
a property owner whose land borders on tidal wetlands or waters of 
the State

• Anyone owning waterfront property has riparian rights or access to 
the water (e.g building a pier)

• Land beneath the water channelward of MHW is state owned



What has changed in the JPA?



Homeowners Associations (HOA)

• Homeowners who have an HOA must now also notify the HOA via 
letter of any work through certified mail just like the contiguous 
property owners

• Tip: Mail this letter shortly before you send your application to 
MDE

• HOA representative name and mailing address must be on the 
Contiguous Property Owner Form for Pier Licenses and Public Notice 
Billing Approval Form for Wetland Licenses in addition to the adjacent 
riparian property owners when applicable



Existing and Proposed Condition Plan Sheets

https://sdat.dat.maryland.gov/RealProperty/Pages/default.aspx

https://sdat.dat.maryland.gov/RealProperty/Pages/default.aspx


Online resources



Online resources-Wetlands & Waterways home page

● Short form JPA
● Pre-application & pre-filing WQC requests 
● Instructions & example plans
● Shore erosion control guidelines
● Buffer notification form & Buffer management plans
● SDAT Real property search
● Guidance for emergency repairs
● Public notices and hearings
● Interactive search portal 
● Division directory 



https://mde.maryland.gov/programs/water/WetlandsandWaterways/Pages/index.aspx

Wetlands and Waterways Program home page



Wetlands and Waterways Program home page Short form JPA





Short Form JPA 





Pre-application meeting and pre-filing meeting WQC forms



Pre-application meeting and pre-filing meeting WQC forms



Joint Evaluation Meetings 





JE dates of interest and JE presentation request worksheet



https://mde.maryland.gov/programs/water/WetlandsandWaterways/PermitsandApplications/Pages/tidal_permits.aspx

Instructions and example plans



https://mde.maryland.gov/programs/water/WetlandsandWaterways/PermitsandApplications/Pages/tidal_instructions.aspx

Instruction booklet (example plans, checklists and more)





JPA Instruction booklet
• Fee schedules
• Guide and instructions for completing JPA
• Living shoreline waiver worksheet
• Sample activity guidelines and drawings











Shore erosion control guidelines 







Buffer Notification Form and Buffer Management Plan



Buffer Management Plans for various activities  



SDAT Real Property Search 





Wetlands and Waterways Program home page Emergency repairs



Wetlands and Waterways Program home page Public notices 



Wetlands and Waterways Program home page Interactive search portal 





Wetlands and Waterways Program home page  Division Directory 





Questions? 



Common Activities 
Plan Requirements

Required Forms
Matt Wallach

Natural Resource Planner

Tidal Wetlands Division, MDE



Common 
Activities • Boat Ramps

• Borings

• Dredging

• Piers
• Residential
• Commercial/Marinas

• Shoreline 
Protection

• Living Shorelines 
• Beach Nourishment
• Sills/breakwaters/ 

Jetties/Groins
• Revetments
• Bulkheads



All Project Plan Set Requirements

Basic required plan sheets: 
• Vicinity plan sheet
• Aerial plan sheet
• Existing conditions plan sheet
• Proposed Conditions plan sheet
• Cross section(s) plan sheet(s)

You can find example plans and a checklist of plan requirements on our website: 

https://mde.maryland.gov/programs/water/WetlandsandWaterways/
PermitsandApplications/Pages/tidal_instructions.aspx

Basic requirements for all plan sheets: 
• 8.5 by 11 sheets of paper

• Black and White

https://mde.maryland.gov/programs/water/WetlandsandWaterways/PermitsandApplications/Pages/tidal_instructions.aspx
https://mde.maryland.gov/programs/water/WetlandsandWaterways/PermitsandApplications/Pages/tidal_instructions.aspx


Vicinity and Aerial 

• Site Location

• Appropriately scaled

Sit
e

Sit
e

N

N



Existing Plan Sheet

Example from the Living 
Shoreline Checklist:

Some Key features:
• Water Depths 
• MHWL/MLWL
• North Arrow
• Name/Address
• Extended prop lines and 

setbacks 
• Scale and/or dimensions 



Proposed Plan Sheet

Example from the Pier 
Checklist:

Some Key features:
• Water Depths 
• MHWL/MLWL
• North Arrow
• Name/Address
• Extended prop lines and 

setbacks 
• Scale and/or dimensions 



N
E

IG
H

B
O

R
IN

G
 

O
W

N
E

R
(S

): 
JA

M
E

S
 &

 
D

AW
N

 J
E

R
N

IG
A

N
 

S
IT

E
/M

A
IL

IN
G

: 1
28

 P
A

R
K

 
R

D
., 

PA
S

A
D

E
N

A
, M

D
 

21
12

2
D

E
E

D
 R

E
F:

 /3
36

84
/0

01
66

A
PP

LI
C

A
N

T:
N

am
e 

an
d 

A
dd

re
ss

E
X

IS
TI

N
G

 
N

E
IG

H
B

O
R

IN
G

 P
IE

R
 –

 
O

W
N

E
D

 B
Y 

13
0 

PA
R

K
 

R
D

.

N
AB

BS
 C

RE
EK

E
X

IS
TI

N
G

 P
IE

R
 

&
 P

LA
TF

O
R

M
, 

B
O

AT
LI

FT
 &

 P
IL

E
S

 
&

 P
W

C

P
LE

A
S

E
 N

O
TE

 
A

LL
 A

C
C

ES
S 

TO
 

TH
E

S
IT

E
 F

O
R

 
TH

E
 W

O
R

K
 IS

 
B

Y 
W

AT
ER

/B
A

R
G

E

E
X

IS
TI

N
G

 N
E

IG
H

B
O

R
IN

G
 

P
IE

R

E
X

IS
TI

N
G

 
S

TO
N

E
 

R
E

V
E

TM
E

N
T

E
X

IS
TI

N
G

 
S

TO
N

E
 

R
E

V
E

TM
E

N
T

MHW
LMLWL = 
0.0’

E
B

B

FL
O

O
D

-6
.0

’ M
LW

-4
.0

’ M
LW

-3
.5

’ M
LW

-3
.0

’ M
LW

Existing 
Plan Sheet 
Example



A
PP

LI
C

A
N

T:
 

N
am

e 
an

d 
A

dd
re

ss

E
X

IS
TI

N
G

 
N

E
IG

H
B

O
R

IN
G

 P
IE

R
 –

 
O

W
N

E
D

 B
Y 

13
0 

PA
R

K
 

R
D

.

N
AB

BS
 C

RE
EK

P
LE

A
S

E
 N

O
TE

 A
LL

 A
C

C
ES

S 
TO

 
TH

E
 S

IT
E

 F
O

R
 T

H
E

 W
O

R
K

 IS
 B

Y 
W

AT
ER

/B
A

R
G

E

A
LL

 P
IL

E
 M

E
A

S
U

R
E

M
E

N
TS

 
A

R
E

 C
E

N
TE

R
 T

O
 C

E
N

TE
R

E
X

IS
TI

N
G

 N
E

IG
H

B
O

R
IN

G
 

P
IE

R

E
X

IS
TI

N
G

 S
TO

N
E

 R
E

V
E

TM
E

N
TE

X
IS

TI
N

G
 

S
TO

N
E

 
R

E
V

E
TM

E
N

T

MHW
LMLWL = 
0.0’

E
B

B

FL
O

O
D

-6
.0

’ M
LW

-3
.5

’ 
M

L
W

-3
.0

’ M
LW

PR
O

PO
SE

D
 IN

ST
A

LL
 6

’ W
ID

E 
X 

13
0’

 L
O

N
G

 P
IE

R
, 1

0’
 L

O
N

G
 X

 2
0’

 W
ID

E 
PL

AT
FO

R
M

, 3
’ W

ID
E 

X 
10

’ L
O

N
G

 F
IN

G
ER

 P
IE

R
 &

 F
O

U
R

 (4
) M

O
O

R
IN

G
 P

IL
ES

(A
LL

 1
40

 F
T.

 F
R

O
M

 M
H

W
L)

PR
O

PO
SE

D
 IN

ST
A

LL
 2

0K
 L

B
. 

B
O

AT
 L

IF
T,

 F
O

U
R

 (4
) L

IF
T 

PI
LE

S

130’

10’

10’

16
’

15
’

15’

10’

10’ 10’

PR
O

PO
SE

D
 IN

ST
A

LL
 T

W
O

 (2
) J

ET
 S

K
I 

LI
FT

S

PR
O

PO
SE

D
 IN

ST
A

LL
 1

0K
 L

B
. B

O
AT

 L
IF

T,
 F

O
U

R
 (4

) 
LI

FT
 P

IL
ES

 (1
0’

 X
 1

4’
 S

PA
C

IN
G

)

14
’

10’

30’

-4
.0

’ 
M

L
W

45’

Proposed 
Plan Sheet 
Example



20'

21-GL-0564
202160784
8-10-21
1 of 4

Existing 
Plan Sheet 
Example

Applicant 
Name
Address

Neighbor 
Name
Address

Neighbor 
Name
Address



20'

Proposed 
Plan Sheet 
Example

Applicant 
Name

Address

Neighbor 
Name

Address

Neighbor 
Name

Address



Applicant 
Name

Address

Neighbor 
Name

Address

Neighbor 
Name

Address

Distance across

N

Proposed 
Plan Sheet 
Example

-3

-2

-1



Cross Sections
All Structures need a cross section

General requirements: 
• Piers: must show MLWL and height 

of pier over MLWL

• Floating Piers/platforms: must show 
flat at 2’ MLW with 6” min between 
bottom of float and substrate

• Bulkheads: Must show the space 
between the old wall and new wall 
18” max for a General License



Cross Sections Cont.
All Structures need a cross section

General requirements: 
• Revetment: must accurately show where 

MHWL hits embankment (or bulkhead). 
Revetment is measured from MHWL.

• Ramps. must accurately show MHWL. 
Ramp measurements are calculated from 
MHWL. Must show MLWL and depth of 
ramp at MLW.

• Beaches nourishment and living shoreline 
should include square feet, cubic yards of 
fill. 



Cross Sections Cont.

Dredging

• Existing depth in relation to 
MLW

• Proposed depth in relation 
to MLW

• Side slopes

• A dredging request is to not 
dredging 2 feet of 
sediment, it is to dredge a 
depth of -4 MLW



Piers 

All pier work requires neighbor 
notification 

New Form 
Active 2/2022



Shore Erosion Control 

All shore erosion control projects 
Require: 

1) Living Shoreline Waiver 
Worksheet

2) Buffer Notification Form 
3) Buffer Management Plan 

https://dnr.maryland.gov/criticalarea/Pa
ges/sec.aspx



Additional Requirements

Dredging

All dredging projects require:
 

1) Disposal location with acceptance  letter and plan sheet/aerial of the 
placement site.

2) If placed on site for dewatering, then that location needs to be 
depicted on a plan sheet with the appropriate sediment control 
measures and an approved sediment and erosion control plan must be 
obtained from the County. 



Public Notice Billing Form
If a project exceeds a Pier License (PR) or General 
License (GL), it will require a public notice and 
issuance of a Wetlands License (WL) from Board of 
Public Works (BPW). These can include: 

• Revetments greater than 500 feet linear long or 
10 feet channelward of the MHWL.

• Marsh creation projects greater than 500 feet 
long and 35 feet channelward of MHWL.

• Dredging projects greater than 1,500 square feet 
or result in the removal of more than 100 cubic 
yards of material.

• Jetties and groins further than 25 feet 
channelward of MHWL.

• New marinas and marina expansion.



Questions?

MDE website with links to the JPA and all of 
the previous forms and resources:

https://mde.maryland.gov/programs/water/
WetlandsandWaterways/PermitsandApplicati
ons/Pages/tidal_instructions.aspx

https://mde.maryland.gov/programs/water/WetlandsandWaterways/PermitsandApplications/Pages/tidal_instructions.aspx
https://mde.maryland.gov/programs/water/WetlandsandWaterways/PermitsandApplications/Pages/tidal_instructions.aspx
https://mde.maryland.gov/programs/water/WetlandsandWaterways/PermitsandApplications/Pages/tidal_instructions.aspx


Modifications
Melissa McCanna

 



Modifications

• Application and Fee: Most common changes

• Application, No Fee: Extend license expiration date, 
Locality-induced change

• No Application, No Fee: Administrative or minor 
changes

You have an authorization in your hands….



Modifications

• Formal application submission

○ 3 paper copies (instead of 7)

○ Application fee of $250

You have an authorization in your hands….

Client has changed their mind is the most 
common.



Modifications

You have an authorization in your hands….



Modifications

• Check the box at the top of the JPA.

• Highlight it is a Modification by writing it at the top

You have an authorization in your hands….



Modifications

• Clearly state the proposed change on the first page of 
the application

• Original Project Description:

You have an authorization in your hands….



Modifications

• Clearly state the proposed change on the first page of 
the application

• Original Project Description plus change:

You have an authorization in your hands….



Modifications

• Plan set details

○ Vicinity map and aerial

○ Plan views, existing and proposed

○ Cross sections

• Keep in mind the final authorization will include ALL 
authorized activities

You have an authorization in your hands….



Modifications

• No real changes but want an extension to delay  
expiration 
○ Submitted before expiration, no later than 2 weeks prior to expiration

○ Extension maximum is additional 3 years

• Formal application submission

○ 3 paper copies (instead of 7)

○ No Application fee 

You have an authorization in your hands….



Modifications

Extension Request JPA

You have an authorization in your hands….



Modifications

Extension Request JPA

You have an authorization in your hands….



Modifications

• Locality has required a change, i.e., correct extended 
property lines

• Formal application submission

○ 3 paper copies (instead of 7)

○ No Application fee 

You have an authorization in your hands….



Modifications

• Changes that do not require full formal application or 
fee

○ Time of year restriction waiver request (send to DNR 
simultaneously)

○ Name or owner change

○ Dredge disposal plan change

You have an authorization in your hands….



Modifications

• Some common mistakes

○ Send a single plan sheet

○ Email to Plan Reviewer without sending to 
Regulatory Services

○ Expired authorization

○ Time of year waiver request only to DNR

○ Go to BPW administrator 

You have an authorization in your hands….



- LUNCH BREAK -
(45 minutes)



Agenda
9:00 AM - Opening Remarks/Introductions (15 min)

9:15 AM - BPW Regulations/EJ Community Updates (30 min) 

9:45 AM - WQC 101 (45 min) 

10:30 AM - BREAK (10 min)

10:40 AM - GP6 Changes (20 min) 

11:00 AM - Applications Process (1 hour)

12:00 PM - LUNCH BREAK (45 min)

12:45 PM - MCLB New Training Module & Legislation (30 min) 

1:15 PM - Expedited Pier Process (XPR) (45 min) 

2:00 PM - Shoreline Mapper (45 min)

2:45 PM - FINAL QUESTIONS & CLOSING REMARKS
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Tammy Roberson
Division Chief

Expedited Pier Permit

Jonathan Stewart
Eastern Region Chief



Pier Permits – Expedited Process

Starting May 1, 2022

 



Pier applications that meet the criteria under 26.24.04.02A are 
processed through an expedited review and License issuance

Criteria for an application to be issued within the expedited process:
• Fixed private piers and associated structures such as platforms, boat hoists or lifts, 

mooring piles, and osprey poles.
• Application screening indicates no potential effects to sensitive species or cultural 

resources.
• Complete plans are attached.
• Complete Expedited Form
• The required fee has been submitted.
• Meets the Category A conditions within the MDSPGP-6





XPR Criteria 
Pier Structures

• One fixed pier per property (no 
floating piers)

• Six mooring piles or less, creating 
no more than four boat slips/two 
PWC slips

• MAX two Osprey poles
• MAX two finger piers – max 3-feet 

wide
• Boat lifts in a minimum of 2 feet of 

water at MLW

Pier Widths
• 6-foot width or less – main pier over 

open water
• 3-foot width or less – pier over 

vegetated wetlands
• 3 feet above substrate

Platforms
• Not located over vegetated wetlands
• Not located within the landward 50% of 

pier
• MAX of 200 square feet

Other:
• Pier not within 100 feet of approved 

DNR ski course
• Meets local setback requirements – no 

variance required
– Minimum 10 feet if no local 

setback
• Channelward Extent:

– 100 feet of the mean high water 
line or 25% of the width of the 
waterway, whichever is less

– Tide flow is not obstructed



XPR Required Documents

Must Submit:
• JPA
• Signed copy of Expedited Pier Form 

(XPR)
• Complete plans
• Required application fee



Work Description:

• Table must be complete 
and accurate.

• Must match the complete 
plans



Must be signed by the riparian 
property owner



Acknowledgement Letter sent to applicant/agent/contractor will have the 
following language:

“If the project is a pier it may qualify for an MDE Expedited Pier License if 
certain criteria are met.  The proposed project is considered a Category A 
project under the Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) Maryland State 
Programmatic General Permit-6 (MDSPGP-6).”

No 45-day letter required

Data entry completed and Expedited PR issued



PURSUANT TO THE AUTHORITY OF THE BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS, TITLE 16 OF THE ENVIRONMENT ARTICLE, 
ANNOTATED CODE OF MARYLAND, AND CODE OF MARYLAND REGULATIONS 26.24 AND 23.02.04, APPLICANT 
(“LICENSEE”) IS AUTHORIZED BY THE WATER AND SCIENCE ADMINISTRATION (“ADMINISTRATION”) TO 
CONDUCT THE FOLLOWING REGULATED ACTIVITY IN STATE TIDAL WETLANDS, IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE 
CONDITIONS OF THIS LICENSE AND THE ATTACHED SUBMITTED PLANS DATED ___________, AND APPROVED BY 
THE ADMINISTRATION’S TIDAL WETLANDS DIVISION , AND INCORPORATED HEREIN AS IDENTIFIED ON THE 
REQUEST FOR EXPEDITED PIER LICENSE (“XPR”) FORM.

SPECIAL CONDITIONS
1.  This authorization does not allow any injury to the property or rights of others.
2.  The Licensee shall remove any existing pier and associated structures prior to the commencement of the construction of a new pier.
3.  The Licensee shall have all work proposed above MHW reviewed and authorized by the County or municipality as applicable.
4.  The total platform area shall not exceed 200 square feet.
5.  The Licensee shall construct the pier, platform, and associated structures from the uplands, open water, or the structure itself wherever 

possible.  Marsh mats shall be used if any equipment or materials are placed in vegetated wetlands.
6.  The Licensee shall not attach accessory platforms to any existing or proposed boat lifts.
7.  The Licensee shall not stockpile any material in State or private tidal wetlands.
8.  The existing or authorized pier shall not compromise more than a maximum of 6 slips, lifts, or hoists inclusive of a maximum of six 

mooring piles with no greater than 4 boat slips, lifts, or hoists.  

License Language & Conditions



Agenda
9:00 AM - Opening Remarks/Introductions (15 min)

9:15 AM - BPW Regulations/EJ Community Updates (30 min) 

9:45 AM - WQC 101 (45 min) 

10:30 AM - BREAK (10 min)

10:40 AM - GP6 Changes (20 min) 

11:00 AM - Applications Process (1 hour)

12:00 PM - LUNCH BREAK (45 min)

12:45 PM - MCLB New Training Module & Legislation (30 min) 

1:15 PM - Expedited Pier Process (XPR) (45 min) 

2:00 PM - Shoreline Mapper (45 min)

2:45 PM - FINAL QUESTIONS & CLOSING REMARKS



Tammy Roberson
Tidal Wetlands Division Chief

Maryland Shoreline Stabilization Mapper



Living Shorelines Protection Act

● Dominated by tidal wetlands vegetation and designed to preserve the 
natural shoreline, minimize erosion and establish aquatic habitat

● May obtain a waiver to the requirement:
○ Shoreline is mapped as an area appropriate for structural shoreline 

stabilization measures
○ Living Shoreline Waiver Request
○ DNR’s Chesapeake & Coastal 

Services / Coastal Engineer 



Current Structural Shoreline 
Stabilization Maps



NEW Shoreline Stabilization Mapper 
(MSSM)

Need for more refined maps

VIMS developed a tool funded by EPA where the model output 
delineates areas suitable for LS and areas where waivers are 
appropriate 



Shoreline Stabilization Mapper (MSSM)



Questions?


