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M-NCPPC Montgomery Parks Comments on Draft Phase II NPDES General Permit for State and Federal Small MS4s 

 
Mr. Bahr,   

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Draft Phase II NPDES General Permit for State and Federal Small 
MS4s. As one of the initial 35 agencies covered under the first permit, M-NCPPC Montgomery Parks (Parks) 
believes we have taken unique, collaborative, and innovative approaches in implementing our 6 Minimum Control 
Measures and will continue to do so under this new permit. Our mission statement  includes the concerted effort 
to “Protect and interpret our valuable natural and cultural resources” on over 36,500 acres of parkland. As 
primarily a stream valley park system, and the downstream recipient of most of Montgomery County’s stormwater 
pollution, we have found that being an independent permit holder empowers us to fulfill that mission to fullest 
extent possible.  

Parks respectfully submits the following comments on the draft permit.  

1. In an effort to most efficiently comply with both Parks’ and other local permit holders’ MS4 requirements, 
we work with these other entities (e.g., Montgomery County,  Maryland State Highway Administration) 
and allow them to construct stormwater BMPs and stream restoration projects within our Park system 
without requiring them to share restoration and/or treatment credits with us. Moreover, impervious 
surfaces comprise approximately 2% of Montgomery County Parkland. Given our low impervious surface 
levels parkwide, abundance of forests and other natural areas, as well as the fact that Montgomery 
parkland often provides the most practical and feasible opportunities for other entities to fulfill their 
permit requirements, Parks requests that MDE recognize flexibility in our Implementation Plan for the 
20% retrofit requirement.  This would avoid competition for impervious restoration credits that could 
potentially impede the progress of other entities attempting to fulfill their MS4 permit requirements using 
Parkland, as well as overall efforts to improve water quality throughout Montgomery County.   

2. Currently, we report annual progress in fulfilling requirements of the Chesapeake Watershed 
Implementation Plan (WIP) as a separate effort from our MS4 reporting. Generally, we are fulfilling the 
WIP requirements through the BMPs from our Phase II MS4 permit.  We recommend that you to integrate 
WIP reporting seamlessly into MS4 reporting to streamline the process for all involved. 

3. Although we are considered a State agency, our stormwater management plans and erosion and sediment 
control plans are not permitted by MDE; instead we are permitted by Montgomery County Department 
of Permitting Services.  We request that where the permit references permitting by MDE, that the 
language “or designated local permitting agency” be added.   
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4. Under ‘Pollution Prevention and Good Housekeeping’, a newly proposed requirement is to “Develop and 
implement pollution prevention plans at all facilities and describe good housekeeping procedures to 
detect and correct any pollutant discharge, release, leak, or spill on site.” Unlike many other Phase II MS4 
permit holders, who have their facilities consolidated into a single campus, Parks currently manages 418 
discrete parks spread out throughout Montgomery County and acquires new Parks regularly. These parks 
have a range of size, use and purpose: Recreational Parks, Regional Parks, Urban Parks, Local Parks, small 
Neighborhood Parks, Stream Valley Parks, Greenways, Maintenance Facilities, and Special Parks, each of 
which has a specific land management strategy associated with it.  Currently, all of our 12 Maintenance 
Facilities have Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plans (SWPPPs) and are regulated by NPDES Industrial 
Site Permits.  While some larger parks are good candidates for independent SWPPPs, we feel that the 
majority of our parks would better benefit by having more generalized management plans would allow 
for better operational implementation of water quality strategies.  Thus, instead of creating a SWPPP for 
each Park facility, Parks requests that instead we define an approved stormwater strategy for each facility 
based on its facility designation/purpose and location within the watershed.   

We realize the importance of raising the bar statewide to meet regional water quality goals, and look forward to 
fulfilling our role in this to the extent possible.  It is important to note however that to fully implement the 
expanded requirements of this new permit will require additional resources we don’t currently have budgeted. 
We appreciate your consideration of our comments on this draft permit and we look forward to continuing our 
partnership with MDE to improve water quality.   

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Michael F. Riley 
Director of Parks 
 




































































































