
Bldg. Permit
Application for

property/building
served by private
well and/or OSDS

Decisions as identified above
are preliminary

determinations only to be
followed by formal denials
with appeal rights to MDE
after informal conference 

Approve building
permit after or

concurrent with well
permit, septic permit

and/or agreements
recorded 

No

Review H.D. file if
available and 

Site Visit

Yes

No

Does proposed
construction encroach

on existing OSDS, SDA,
well or their setbacks?

Explore further options,
contact property owner,

consult Regional with
questions

Evaluate OSDS
(3 general
aspects)

Tank / 
Pre-treatment unit /
Pump pit adequate

Permitted disposal
system sized adequately,

sited properly,
functioning properly, and

located in suitable soils
(STZ)

For additions, is
replacement area

sufficient with suitable
soils and setbacks

available

Upgrade or replace,
BAT where
applicable

No

Modify, repair,
or replaceNo

Perc or otherwise
identify adequate

SRA
No

Yes

Yes

Yes
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Septic permit
and/or site
evaluation

applications are
necessary at these

stages

Legend

Building Permit Flow Chart

Permit cannot be
approved, send

NOV if applicable

Not achievable

Achievable

Not achievable

Achievable

Does proposed
construction encroach

on existing OSDS, SDA,
well or their setbacks?Yes

No

Consider current
water supply: Is it

adequate?No

Yes

Yes

Were any imminent public
health threats (e.g. sewage
discharge, unprotected well,

etc.) observed?

Yes

No

Determine if the proposed construction/alteration is
being performed on a structure or dwelling served by
an OSDS and well (e.g. sheds, decks, fences, pools,

some garages, etc. are not served by an OSDS)

Determine if proposed construction/

alteration will increase potential flow

(additional BRs. apartment, substantial

increase in sq. footage, etc.) in accordance

with COMAR.

1

2

3


