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As per requirements detailed in the Maryland General Permit No. 16-MA for Discharges from Marinas including Boat 
Yards and Yacht Basins, each Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) must include facility specific 
information regarding potential pollutant sources as well as Best Management Practices (BMPs) to prevent storm 
water pollution.  This document outlines elements to be considered by the permittee to document the selection, 
design, and installation of storm water pollution prevention measures.   
 
Specific requirements of the SWPPP are addressed in the permit language.  This document is intended for guidance 
only.  Each facility covered by this permit must evaluate their individual exposures and operations on a site-
by-site basis. 
 
A. Administrative requirements: 

Be sure to sign the SWPPP.  Make sure there is a year-round contact.  Ensure the most recent date of the 
SWPPP is on the front cover, and update as necessary.  Makes sure the electronic was received by the state 
(e.g., CD, USB, DVD, email, website, etc.) 

 
B. Site Plans.  Create a site plan of the marina.  The site plan should include the following information and remain 

legible and as up to date as possible. 
 

1. Identify significant structures and impervious 
surfaces; including buildings and other 
permanent structures such as ramps, comfort 
stations, boatels, etc.  This also includes areas 
for storage or disposal of significant materials, 
such as fuel storage tanks, pump out locations, 
etc. Also include secondary containment 
structures, such as sheds containing used fuel 
or oil, paints, etc.  Be sure to provide 
identification of the structures contents. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
2. Identify the location where activities take place with 

the potential of storm water exposure (during or post 
activity). This would include areas where maintenance 
activities are performed including any surface 
preparation of the boat like soda blasting, sanding, 
and grinding.  This also includes other maintenance 
activities like painting or oil changes.  If these are 
performed in many areas, be sure to write this out in 
the narrative of the plan. 
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3. Stormwater Flow – Identify the direction of storm water flow on site (using arrows).  If the site has 
considerable topography changes, use a Topographic Map (http://www.digital-topo-maps.com). 
   

 
 
 
 
 

4. Outfalls - Identify the location of outfalls associated with permitted discharges (e.g., a pipe or a channel 
delivering the discharge of wash water to the river).  Provide a unique identifier for each outfall and ensure 
no discharge co-mingles (e.g., Outfall 001, Bottom Wash Water; Outfall 002, Bilge Water). 
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5. Overall facility boundaries - Include boundary locations within the immediate vicinity of the facility receiving 
water(s), streets, etc.  Identify any storm water controls such as ditches or swales, riprap or sediment traps, 
storm water inlets or outfalls (provide unique identifiers as to not confuse between the waste water 
discharges).  Outline the drainage area contributing to the inlets/outfalls or, if none, the general direction of 
the storm water flow (see #4)  
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C. Pollution Prevention Team 
Your stormwater pollution prevention team is 
responsible for assisting in developing and revising the 
facility’s SWPPP as well as maintaining control 
measures and taking corrective actions where 
required. 
 
 
 
Determine key staff that will be responsible for 
managing the SWPPP. Revise the plan as needed to 
reflect staff changes.  Be sure to include staff 
members title or name and ensure they posses the 
knowledge and skills to assess conditions and 
activities that could impact the storm water quality at 
the facility.  They should also be able to evaluate the 
effectiveness of any storm water best management 
practices (e.g., how effective is the signage for oil 
filters, etc.).  If more than one team member, identify 
each member’s individual responsibility.  If you are an 
individual who runs the property, you must identify 
yourself as the team; however, any training you 
receive should be identified on your plan. 

 
 

Another component of the Pollution Prevention Team is to provide training on pollution prevention.  This may 
include topics such as: used oil management, spent solvent management, disposal of spent abrasives, disposal 
of vessel wastewaters, 
spill prevention and 
control, fueling 
procedures, general 
good housekeeping 
practices, painting and 
blasting procedures, 
and used battery 
management.  A 
training schedule must 
be identified and 
maintained in the 
SWPPP.  
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D. Summary of Potential Pollutant Sources 
 

1. List activities which may have the potential for exposure of toxic materials to storm water (e.g., chemical 
stripping, paint storage areas, etc.) and the mechanisms employed to prevent their exposure.  

 
 

2. Describe Best Management Practices (BMPs) utilized to prevent or contain exposure of pollutants to 
precipitation. 

 
 

E. Spills and Leaks 
List any significant spills and/or leaks exposed to precipitation.  This ensures that spills and leaks have been 
handled.  If at time of application for permit the facility has no record ensure that records are kept and 
maintained for three years. 
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F. Best Management Practices 

Develop a description of storm water management controls appropriate for the facility, and implement controls.  
This includes but is not limited to the following activities 
 
1. Good Housekeeping: Identify how to your site employs good housekeeping procedures.  For example, if 

you provide garbage cans indicate how often you empty them - is it more frequent during holidays?  If you 
state you have a garbage can onsite for boaters to use - you’re not addressing a procedure. 

 
 

 
 

2. Maintenance of Equipment and Facility.  Identify how often you inspect your site equipment to ensure 
they are maintained, tested and repaired in order to prevent leaks, spills and other releases of pollutants. 

 

 
 

3. Maintenance Activities.  Identify how your site ensures maintenance activities are contained in order to 
minimize comingling with precipitation.  If a filter cloth is placed beneath a boat prior to painting, how is it 
disposed, how long after the activity is completed, where is the paint held before, during and after, how are 
the brushes cleaned, etc. 
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4. Material Handling Areas Identify methods for eliminating the contamination of precipitation or surface 
runoff from material handling operations and areas (e.g., fueling, paint and solvent mixing, disposal of 
process wastewater streams from vessels). 
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5. Engine Maintenance and Repair Areas 

 
 

6. Drydock Activities: This may not be applicable if you do not have a DRY dock. 
 

 
 

7. Marine railway: This may not be applicable if you do not have a railway. 
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8. Erosion and Sediment Controls: Identify areas which have a high potential for significant soil erosion.  

Identify measures used to control soil erosion and sedimentation.  
 

 
 

9. Spill Prevention and Response Procedures Identify measure to be taken in order to prevent storm water 
exposure to any spills or leaks.  These measures may already be identified in the Spill Prevention, Control 
and Countermeasure (SPCC) Plan (as a requirement of 40 CFR § 112), Pollution Incident Prevention Plan 
(PIPP) or by requisite requirements set forth by NFPA 30 Flammable and Combustible Liquids Code.  If 
further methods are to be addressed, identify in the SWPPP. 

 

 
 

Identify any measures you take to prevent accidental discharges of bilge water from dry docked boats. 
Identify measures you take to prevent discharges of antifreeze at the beginning of the boating season. 

 
G. Inspection / Reporting Plan – Describe appropriate procedures and schedules for required inspections.  

Maintain a record of inspections and corrective actions in the SWPPP to document inspections.  Note the date 
and time, person performing inspection, comments and any corrective actions taken. 

 
 
Note when the quarterly visual monitoring is performed, where samples were collected and that each sample 
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was reviewed using the visual monitoring form.  Make sure to describe general industrial activities conducted 
in the drainage area of each sample location. 
 
Identify where all records are retained.  Make available to all necessary personnel, including the Department, 
as necessary. 

 
 

H. Suggested sites to aid developing BMP and SWPPP (note: some files may be very large): 
 
� Maryland’s Department of Natural Resources “Maryland Clean Marina Initiative” 

(http://dnr2.maryland.gov/Boating/Pages/cleanmarina/home.aspx) 
� EPA’s Guide: “Developing Your Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan” 

(https://www.epa.gov/npdes/industrial-stormwater-guidance)  
� EPAs Guide: “Industrial Stormwater Monitoring and Sampling Guide” 

(https://www.epa.gov/npdes/industrial-stormwater-guidance) 
� International Storm Water BMP Database (http://www.bmpdatabase.org/) 
� EPA National Menu of Storm Water Best Management Practices 

(https://www.epa.gov/npdes/national-menu-best-management-practices-bmps-stormwater-documents) 
� National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (https://coast.noaa.gov)  
� EPA’s NPDES site for Industrial Fact Sheet Series: 
� Sector Q (http://www.epa.gov/npdes/pubs/sector_q_watertransportation.pdf) 
� Sector R (http://www.epa.gov/npdes/pubs/sector_r_shipbuilding.pdf) 
� Boat US Foundation “Foundation Findings” (http://www.boatus.org/findings) 

 
 
 


