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Maryland’s General 
Permit
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General Permits

• Re-issued every 5 years

• File a Notice of Intent (NOI)

• 12-SW registrants are required to register 

under the 20-SW re-issued General Permit 

ASAP
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20SW 
Changes

The Department based modifications to 

the draft on several factors including:

• Recent changes made by EPA in their 

Industrial Stormwater Permit (MSGP)

• Discharge monitoring reports

• Compliance with restoration 

requirements

• Listening sessions
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Significant Changes

• Chesapeake Bay Restoration Requirements

• New operators or those in newly designated Phase II MS4s may be required 

to do restoration
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Significant Changes

• Offsite restoration or nutrient trading are allowed in cases 

where onsite restoration isn’t possible. 
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Significant Changes continued…

• NOI requires listing all outfalls

• Can have different benchmarks for each outfall
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Significant Changes continued…

The draft expands benchmark requirements by adding monitoring for 

additional industrial categories. 

General Sawmills and Planing Mills, Wood 

Preserving, Log Storage and Handling

Clay Product Manufacturers

Special Products Sawmills Concrete and Gypsum Product Manufacturers

Wood Products Facilities not elsewhere classified Steel Works, Blast Furnaces, and Rolling and 

Finishing Mills, Iron and Steel Foundries

Soaps, Detergents, Cosmetics and Perfumes Rolling, Drawing, and Extruding of Nonferrous 

Metals

Plastics, Synthetics and Resins Nonferrous Foundries

Asphalt Paving and Roofing Materials Crude Petroleum and Natural Gas, Natural Gas 

Liquids

Paperboard Mills Oil and Gas Field Services

Hazardous Waste “HZ” dischargers Water Transportation Facilities

Ship and Boat Building or Repairing Yards Airports using more than 100,000 gallons of deicing 

glycols based fluids 

8



Significant Changes continued…

The draft introduces benchmarks derived from saltwater criteria for several 

pollutants for these Sectors. 

Agricultural Chemicals Jewelry, Silverware, and Plated Ware

Automobile Salvage Yards Scrap Recycling and Waste Recycling 

Facilities

Tires and Inner Tubes Rubber and Plastics Footwear

Gaskets, Packing and Sealing Devices, 

and Rubber and Plastic Hoses and 

Belting

Fabricated Rubber Products

Fabricated Metal Products Fabricated Metal Coating and 

Engraving, and Allied Services
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Significant Changes continued…

• Iron benchmark increased 

• composite sampling allowable; consistent 

with  the EPA federal permit.

10



Significant Changes continued…

• Sources of PFAS and PCBs are required to be included in 

the SWPPP. 

• Permit expiration & renewal  
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Significant Changes continued…

Sector AD:

• Subsector AD.a.1 (stormwater that has come into contact with street 

sweeping or storm drain inlet cleaning debris) the draft includes 

benchmarks for nitrate plus nitrite nitrogen, phosphorus, and TSS and 

• Sector AD.d (salt terminals) benchmarks for flow, chloride, free 

amenable cyanide, and iron,

• Moved landfill subsector L3 (Inactive Landfills) to Sector AD.e. 
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Significant Changes continued…

Additional Implementation Measures (AIM) level approach

• Basic framework includes actions to be taken during Year 1 through Year 4, 

including structural controls, requirements for hiring a professional to assist, 

and the development of plans. 
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AIM Level 1

• If during your first year any of the following occurring you are subject 
to Level 1 responses.

• One annual average over the benchmark threshold or;

• One single sampling event over 4x the benchmark threshold

AIM Level 2

• If during your second year any of the following occurring you are 
subject to Level 2 responses.

• The second annual average over the benchmark threshold or;

• One single sampling event over 4x the benchmark threshold

AIM Level 3

• If during your third or subsequent year any of the following occurring 
you are subject to Level 3 responses.

• The third annual average over the benchmark threshold or;

• One single sampling event over 4x the benchmark threshold



i. Consult a professional 
engineer, stormwater 
professional or geologist 
to prepare an action 
plan.

ii. If the benchmark 
threshold for the same 
benchmark is repeatedly 
exceeded the 
Department will revoke 
the general permit and 
you must obtain an 
individual permit.

iii. Continue Quarterly 
Benchmark Monitoring  

Response Level 3

i. Install Permanent 
Controls

ii. Continue Quarterly 
Benchmark Monitoring 

Response Level 2

i. Review stormwater 
control measures

ii. Implement additional 
measures.

iii. Continue Quarterly 
Benchmark Monitoring

Response Level 1



Significant Changes 
continued…

• Post signage

• Climate adaptation addressed:

– Performance of a site evaluation, 

– Considerations when significant changes to 

facilities are planned, 

– The potential for additional permit coverage 

to be required when operating within the 

floodplain.
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Significant Changes 
continued…

• Polymers and chemical additives

• Warehouse permit coverage

Polymer used at landfill for turbidity control.
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Benchmark Monitoring

Benchmarks are required for specific 

industries listed in Appendix D.
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Benchmark Monitoring

Benchmarks are reported via the 

NetDMR system.
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Permittees Submit Monitoring in 
NetDMR System • New users create a NetDMR account using EPA’s CDX system

• Select role and organization

• Request to be associated with your permit

• After MDE approves your request, you can access 

DMRs

• MDE staff must enter permit information in EPA’s ICIS system 

so that DMRs are available in NetDMR



2 Ways to Access 
NetDMR 
• Go to NetDMR directly

– url:  https://netdmr.epa.gov

• Go to NetDMR ServiceNow website

– https://usepa.servicenowservices.com/oeca_icis

?id=netdmr_homepage 

– Click “Launch NetDMR”

– Includes User Guides and on-line training

https://netdmr.epa.gov/
https://usepa.servicenowservices.com/oeca_icis?id=netdmr_homepage
https://usepa.servicenowservices.com/oeca_icis?id=netdmr_homepage


https://netdmr.epa.gov
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1.CDX 

login 

URL: 

https://net

dmr.epa.

gov

https://netdmr.epa.gov/
https://netdmr.epa.gov/
https://netdmr.epa.gov/
https://netdmr.epa.gov/


Create a New Account 
– Click on create a 

new account.



CDX Roles
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NetDMR Contact Info.

• Email: mde.netdmr@maryland.gov

• Phone: 410-5373520

25

mailto:mde.netdmr@maryland.gov


Permit Requirements

There are three separate reports that are required to 

maintain compliance with the 20SW.

• Visual monitoring report 

(1/quarter)

• Routine facility inspections 

(1/quarter)

• Comprehensive Site Evaluation 

(1/year)
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Permit Requirements

Visual Monitoring 

• Required once a quarter for 

all permittees.

• Looks at 8 different 
parameters

• Color

• Clarity

• Oil Sheen

• Odor

• Floating Solids

• Suspended Solids

• Settled Solids

• Foam
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Permit Requirements

Visual Monitoring 

• We have a form you can use on our 

website, or you may use your own.

• https://mde.maryland.gov/programs/per

mits/WaterManagementPermits/Docum

ents/GDP%20Stormwater/20SW/20SW

-Final-Permit.pdf
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https://mde.maryland.gov/programs/permits/WaterManagementPermits/Documents/GDP%20Stormwater/20SW/20SW-Final-Permit.pdf
https://mde.maryland.gov/programs/permits/WaterManagementPermits/Documents/GDP%20Stormwater/20SW/20SW-Final-Permit.pdf
https://mde.maryland.gov/programs/permits/WaterManagementPermits/Documents/GDP%20Stormwater/20SW/20SW-Final-Permit.pdf
https://mde.maryland.gov/programs/permits/WaterManagementPermits/Documents/GDP%20Stormwater/20SW/20SW-Final-Permit.pdf


Permit Requirements
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Permit Requirements

30

Routine facility inspections



Permit Requirements
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Routine facility inspections

• Document with a checklist or other summary 

signed by qualified personnel

• Checklist must include a certification that the 

site is in compliance with the SWPPP and this 

permit, or a record of the deficiencies and 

necessary follow up actions.



Permit Requirements
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Comprehensive Site Evaluation



Permit Requirements
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Comprehensive Site Evaluation

• At a minimum the report must contain evaluation of areas 

where:
• Industrial materials, residue or trash that may have or could come into contact 

with stormwater.

• Leaks or spills from industrial equipment, drums, barrels, tanks or other 
containers that have occurred within the past three years.

• Offsite tracking of industrial or waste materials or sediment where vehicles enter 
or exit the site.

• Tracking or blowing of raw, final, or waste materials from areas of no exposure to 
exposed areas.

• Evidence of, or the potential for, pollutants entering the drainage system.

• Evidence of pollutants discharging to surface waters at all facility outfalls.

• The condition of and around any outfall, including flow dissipation measures to 
prevent scouring.

• Inspection of BMPs/control measures.

• Training performed, inspections completed, maintenance performed, quarterly 
visual examinations, and effective operation of BMPs (including those required 
for Chesapeake Bay Restoration).

• Visual and analytical monitoring results from the past year.



Permit Requirements
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Restoration requirements

• Who is required to perform restoration?
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Permit Requirements
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Restoration requirements

• What are you required to do?



Permit Requirements
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How to meet the restoration 

requirements?



Environmental Justice

• The EJ score identifies underserved and 

overburdened communities

• MDE uses four indicators to screen 

locations and communities based on 

census and health data:
• Pollution burden exposure

• Pollution burden environmental effects

• Sensitive populations

• Socioeconomic/Demographic indicators



Environmental Justice Score

The environmental justice score is obtained by locating your 

site on the EJ Screening Tool and obtaining the “Final EJ 

Score Percentile.” If any part of your site has a score that is 75 

or greater you are considered to be in an elevated EJ concern 

area. This score shall be documented in your SWPPP and 

updated annually (as a part of your comprehensive site 

evaluation)

https://p1.cgis.umd.edu/ejscreen/


EJ Score Screening Tool



EJ Score Screening Tool

• Input your address into the 

screening tool

• Click on the surrounding area 

& identify your site’s “EJ Score”

• If any part of your site has 

a score is 0.75 (75%) you are 

considered to be in a elevated 

EJ concern area.



PART V.A.2.b

A report must be written summarizing the scope of the evaluation, 

name(s) of personnel performing the evaluation, the date of the 

evaluation, and all observations relating to the implementation of the 

SWPPP. Based on the results of the evaluation, the SWPPP must be 

modified as necessary. Include a summary of any incomplete actions 

remaining related to Corrective Actions triggered under Part IV, and 

include the AIM Documentation as required under Part IV.C. If your EJ 

Score is >= 0.75, and you are required to report Benchmarks, then you 

must submit your annual Comprehensive Site Compliance Evaluation via 

email to SWPPP.PERMIT@maryland.gov. 



EJ Score and No Exposure

• If your facility is 5 acres or greater in size, your 

operations are within the Base Flood Elevation 

(BFE), or your operations are within a census tract 

with an EJ Score >= 0.75, you shall also obtain 

written certification by either a Professional 

Engineer, a Certified Professional in Storm Water 

Quality (CPSWQ), a Registered Architect, a 

Landscape Architect or other professional as 

approved by the Department, that you meet the 

requirements of no exposure. EJ Score and Base 

Flood Elevation (BFE) are defined in Appendix E.



No Exposure Certification

The No Exposure Certification (NEC ) is an 

exclusion from the 20SW permit
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Questions?

• Updates to NEC and requirements to resubmit

•  If it has rained in the past 72 hours, but overnight, can the 

sample be collected on the next rain event, if at least 24  

hours have been dry? With summertime overnight 

thunderstorm it make sampling complicated

• How does this impact the preparation of SWM & ESC plans 

and relevant/requisite permits?

• BMP sizing criteria?

• Where should we start with implementing Chesapeake 

Restoration requirements? 
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