
 

 

 

 

BOARD OF WATERWORKS AND WASTE SYSTEMS OPERATORS 

 

Meeting Agenda 1 

Thursday, September 18, 2025 – 10:00 am 2 

Location:  Video Conference via Google Meet 3 

Link:  meet.google.com/gjp-bmsc-tkd 4 

Phone:  (US) +1 337-339-9334  5 

PIN:  797 006 367# 6 

Meeting attendance via videoconference. Access link and phone number available to the public via the Board’s webpage. 7 
Meetings are subject to recording 8 

 9 
A. Call To Order and Roll Call 10 

Davinia Yutzy, Martin Fuhr, Donna Dunlap, Eric Dutrow, Connie Luffman, Nicole Rush, Alex Rubin, Ben 11 

Thompson, Ed Hogan, Joseph Wright, Bruce Darner, Sarah Levy, Anthony Nwagwe, Taj Goodlow, Victoria 12 

Arbaugh,  13 

 14 

Ben Thompson called the meeting to order 10:02AM, Martin conducted a roll call. 15 

Excused Absence: Bill Shreve, Doug Abbott, Clark Howells, Melissa Coker,  16 

 17 

B. Board Chair Comments and Guest Introductions 18 

Guests: German Sanchez (WSSC) , Blessive Smith (MES), G.K. Sanchez (OAG to another environmental 19 

board),  Dave Kitchel (Reciprocity App),  20 

Kristine Wherry, Bernie Moxey,  and Theresa Wui joined at 10:09AM.  21 

 22 

Ben Thompson greeted everyone and informed us of the EPA visits to the WSSC Sites. He addressed that 23 

there is some concern regarding licensing delays that were addressed with the EPA.  24 

 25 

C. Review and Adoption of Proposed Meeting Agenda 26 

Motion to approve updated meeting agenda by Ed Hogan, Joseph Wright second. Motion carried.  27 

 28 

Bruce Darner 10:15 power went out, will come back when he can.  29 

 30 

D. Review and Adoption of Draft Previous Open Meeting Minutes– July  31 

Ed Hogan Motion to approve meeting minutes, Joseph second. Motion carried.  32 

 33 

E. Bill Shreve arrived at 10:15 34 

F. Board Initiatives and Inquiries 35 

a. Communication Subcommittee 36 

No current updates.  37 
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b. Water Treatment Classification Review Subcommittee 38 

Will provide updates by 9/26/25. 39 

 40 

c. Exam Review Subcommittee  41 

Martin will be getting in touch with WPI to get information and begin evaluation.  42 

 43 

Motion by Bill Shreve to allow Jay Price to the Exam Review Subcommittee, Second by Eric 44 

Dutrow. Motion carried.  45 

 46 

d. Web Portal Update  47 

Martin provided an update regarding the web portal. Discussing exam applications for the portal, 48 

once this is solid then we will be moving onto applications. We suspect this will be ready by 49 

January/February.  50 

 51 

There may be a regulation change to allow electronic payments, this will be discussed with counsel 52 

when we are closer to implementing this.  53 

 54 

e. Board Vacancy 55 

3 total applicants, 2 eligible applicants whose information is  currently with the governor's office for 56 

review.  57 

 58 

f. Referrals –  Required Portal Usage 59 

Nicole Rush informed that the Board is allowed to switch from paper applications to required use of 60 

the portal. There is no requirement in the law for a timeline. It was encouraged that the Board needs 61 

to be aware of the technological knowledge of the licensee class.  There will be assistance offered to 62 

operators by board staff to help them get acquainted with the new system.  63 

 64 

g. Board Member Emails 65 

Nicole Rush reminded the Board that Board Emails are subject to PIA requests. This is a reminder 66 

that Board members must use MDE’s email. DoIT will help to set up emails for current Board 67 

members. 68 

 69 

Will the people on subcommittees but not board members also need emails? Nicole will look into this 70 

and answer this next meeting.  71 

 72 
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h. Water Treatment 4 Examination Evaluation 73 

Martin will arrange with WPI to acquire everything necessary to begin the Water Treatment 4 exam 74 

review. 75 

 76 

i. Veteran Designation for Certificates - SB 067  77 

Senate Bill to put Veteran designation on certificates. It would be voluntary. 78 

 79 

G. Board Staff Report 80 

a. Training Review and Evaluation (TRE) Approval 81 

Martin presented the TRE information from the TRE meeting.  82 

Motion to approve the TRE recommendations by Bruce Darner, seconded by Joseph Wright. Motion 83 

Carried.  84 

 85 

b. Revenue & Expenditure 86 

For June, there was $17,300 in revenue, July $12,250, for a total $29,550. The new fiscal year has 87 

started and Martin will present the chart next session once he confirms all information is up to date.  88 

 89 

c. Application Backlog - 251 90 

Martin presented the information regarding the backlog. There are 7 total people trying to help get the 91 

backlog tackled.  92 

 93 

H. Applications 94 

a. Golliher – Education Substitution– Based on Mr. Golliher’s education, Martin recommended 1 year 95 

of time substitution.   Bill made a motion to accept the recommendation, Ed Seconded. Motion 96 

Carried.  Davina Yutzy abstained. 97 

 98 

b. Welty – Education Substitution– Martin Recommends he be awarded 4 months. Bill made a motion 99 

to accept the recommendation, Ed Seconded. Motion Carried.  100 

 101 

c. German Sanchez – Experience Substitution– Motion made by Joe, seconded by Bruce, one abstention 102 

by Ben. German Sanchez granted one month of experience affiliate credit towards this permanent 103 

license. Motion carried.  German Sanchez left meeting at 11AM.  104 

 105 

d. Blessive Smith - Reciprocity– Victoria presented the application to the board with the 106 

recommendation that she is approved with reciprocity. Motion made by Bill Shreve, seconded by Ed 107 
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Hogan to approve Blessive reciprocity for the W5A certification, Joseph Wright abstained. Motion 108 

carried.  109 

 110 

e. David Ketchel – Board recommendation to grant reciprocity. Bill Shreve made the motion to grant 111 

reciprocity, Ed Hogan second. Motion carried. Wastewater 6 granted.  112 

 113 

f. Donald Smith–  W5A– Martin Recommended. Motion by Ed Hogan to accept recommendation, Bill 114 

Second. Motion Carried.  115 

 116 

g. Brandon Anderson– Recommended W5. – Bill Shreve abstained from this vote– Motion by Joe, 117 

Bruce seconded. Reciprocity recommended by Board staff approved. 118 

 119 

h. James Anthony Moses— Recommendation to Grant W5A– Motion by Bill Shreve to grant 120 

reciprocity, Seconded by Anthony, motion carried.  121 

 122 

i. Travis Staub– Bill Shreve made a motion to accept the board recommendation to grant Industrial 123 

Wastewater 4 certification.  Anthony Second, Motion carried.   124 

 125 

Eric Dutrow joined at 11:06. 126 

I. Comments by Board Members 127 

 128 

 129 

J. Review of Action Items 130 

Reminder to Martin to prepare the email blast. 131 

 132 

Bill Shreve left at 11:19AM.  133 

 134 

K. Discussion with Board Liaisons and guests 135 

Ben Thompson informed us about several conventions that will be held next year.  136 

Bruce Darner presented– 648 active members, 244 central, 154 eastern, 144 southern, 106 western. Picnic in 137 

October. Tricon was a success 1840-1850 people at the Tricon event. 138 

 139 

 140 

L. Adjournment – Vote for Closed Session 141 

Bill Shreve made a motion to adjourn and move into close session– 11:22  Bruce Darner Seconded 142 

Commented [1]: What was the motion? 

Commented [2]: Who made the motion? Who 
seconded? 
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Will meet for closed session at 11:40AM.   143 

 144 

 145 

Call to Order and Purpose of Closed Meeting 146 

Pursuant to General Provisions Article (“GP”) § 3-305(b), on a motion by Bill Shreve and seconded 147 

by Bruce Darner, Board Members approved moving into closed session on September 18, 2025, for 148 

the purpose of complying with the following provisions of the Open Meetings Act:  149 

 150 

GP § 3-305(b)(7) - To consult with counsel to obtain legal advice. 151 

 152 

The following Board Members were present during closed session: Martin Fuhr, Davina Yutzy, 153 

Connie Luffman, Nicole Rush, Eric Dutrow, Victoria Arbaugh, Joseph Wright, G.K. Sanchez, Bruce 154 

Darner, Ed Hogan, Alex Rubin, Anthony Nwagwe, Bill Shreve 155 

 156 

Pursuant to legal provisions, Ben Thompson read the closed statement disclaimer.  157 

 158 

M.  Summary of Topics Discussed in Closed Session 159 

1.  Internship Experience Credit 160 

 161 

 162 

 163 

 164 


