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 Meeting Agenda 1 

Monday July 17, 2025 – 10:00 am 2 

Location:  Video Conference via Google Meet 3 

Link:  meet.google.com/ymt-grbz-rnj 4 

Phone:  (US) +1 234-281-4199 5 

PIN:  PIN: 126 784 595# 6 

Meeting attendance via videoconference. Access link and phone number available to the public via the Board’s webpage. 7 
Meetings are subject to recording 8 

 9 
A. Call To Order and Roll Call 10 

Ben Thompson called the meeting to Order 11 

      12 

Martin Fuhr conducted Roll Call 13 

Bruce Darner, Joe Wright, Eric Dutrow, Connie Luffman, Ed Hogan, Bill Shreve, Davinia Yutzy, Ben 14 

Thompson, Clark Howells,  Donna Dunlap, Alex Rubin, Nicole Rush, Victoria Arbaugh, Sarah Levy, Martin 15 

Fuhr. 16 

Connie Luffman joined at 10:34AM 17 

 18 

Guests: Mike McMahon, Kai Daniel, Zoe Goodson, Jason Brugh, Bryce Kenton, Chris Younger 19 

 20 

B. Board Chair Comments and Guest Introductions 21 

Ben Thompson welcomed the guests and Board Staff/Members. He reminded the staff as to what our goals 22 

are as a Board and expressed gratitude for the opportunity to begin his time as the Board Chair.  23 

 24 

C. Review and Adoption of Proposed Meeting Agenda 25 

Motion to Approve the Meeting Agenda by Ed Hogan, seconded by Bill Shreve. Motion Carried.  26 

 27 

D. Review and Adoption of Draft Previous Open Meeting Minutes 28 

Motion to approve the Previous Meeting Minutes for May as amended made by Ed Hogan, Seconded by 29 

Joseph Wright. Motion carried.  30 

 31 

Motion to approve the June meeting minutes as is by Ed Hogan and Seconded by Bruce Darner. Motion 32 

carried.  33 

 34 

E. Board Initiatives and Inquiries 35 

a. Zoe Goodson & Kai Daniel – Recruitment of Water Treatment “G” Operators 36 

Zoe Goodson spoke about the struggle the Department’s Water Supply Program is facing with the 37 
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Class G Operators. Zoe suggested that the Board consider a requirement for a mandatory training 38 

class for the class G operators to cover specifics about safe drinking water act requirements, the 39 

basics of contaminations, basic information on what a water system is, health risks, treatments, 40 

cartridge filters, UV light, and requiring a practicum with hands-on training  for operation. If a 41 

training program of the basics that operators need to know is developed, it could give a temporary 42 

operator experience credit in lieu of time given to train under a certified operator.  43 

 44 

Zoe would also like to see a new exam developed for Class G. She would like to see Water Supply 45 

develop the training.  46 

 47 

Once the training is developed it can be presented to the Board during a TRE meeting for further 48 

consideration. Ed would also like to see a related study guide.  49 

 50 

Kai discussed finding a certified operator for the Smith Island systems. He discussed the challenges 51 

facing Smith Island due to location.       52 

 53 

 54 

b. Mike McMahon – Operator Recruitment 55 

1) Mike is from the Water Restoration and Protection Program with MDE. He discussed Operator 56 

recruitment, potential apprenticeships for operators, and produced a draft brochure for recruitment.  57 

Mike is trying to find a way to redefine the image of operators to express the true importance of the 58 

operators in our community.  59 

 60 

He wants to create another page on the Board’s website to help enable the utilities to get the name and 61 

contacts of people who potentially could be recruited as operators. He is happy to have his program 62 

assist Water Supply in developing the new page. He also wants to get a link set up on MCET’s 63 

website. He wants to get an idea of how many brochures that may be needed.  64 

 65 

c. A link to the MCET program website.  66 

Apprenticeships: He discovered there are many apprenticeship opportunities throughout the state. 67 

Mike wants to generate a map to help show where opportunities may be. Mike discussed wanting to 68 

make sure that there are job openings or at least be upfront that there may not be job openings right 69 

away following the completion of the apprenticeship. 70 

MRWA apprenticeship would like to be included.  71 

 72 
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 73 

Board Counsel  requested a  referral to research the potential ability for apprenticeships and any 74 

necessary  regulation changes that may be necessary.. They would like to see the changes made to 75 

allow temporary operators not to be tied to a specific utility but could not convert to full operators 76 

unless employed with a utility.  77 

 78 

Mike plans to have a final draft brochure completed by January 2026. 79 

 80 

d. Javier Vandeyar – Wastewater Plant Classification 81 

 This agenda item was not discussed as the speaker was not present. 82 

 83 

e. Communication Subcommittee 84 

People are still frustrated with missing certifications. However, Board Staff is informing people that 85 

the Board is currently going through changes and delays and to be patient.  86 

 87 

f. Water Treatment Classification Review Subcommittee 88 

Dee asked Joe to pause the reclassification discussions. . He will reach out to Javier and Andrew to 89 

get some information regarding the wastewater side of things. He will try to touch on this in the next 90 

meeting.  91 

He will provide a draft by August to add subclasses to cover PFAS, filtration, and carbon treatment.  92 

 93 

g. Exam Review Subcommittee  94 

Bill had nothing to report on this matter.  95 

 96 

h. Web Portal Update  97 

Martin reported on the portal update including: User Roles and how they will have access to the 98 

database, looking at how to take electronic checks/money order through the portal, the Department is 99 

ironing out fees and applications to make sure the structures are correct. What is the length of time 100 

permitted to start requiring operators to start using the portal?  101 

Board Counsel  requested a referral to determine if there are any specific requirements relating to 102 

changing the Board’s application procedures. It is likely that only a reasonable time period would 103 

need to be provided prior to the change.  104 

 105 

i. Board Vacancy 106 

Martin has sent the applications for the Board vacancies to the front office. He provided CVs for  107 
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those who applied and  recommendations. 3 applications were submitted, only 2 were qualified.  108 

 109 

Martin needs to change the Chair and Vice Chair on the website.  110 

 111 

j. Returned Applications SOP 112 

The Board is encouraged to send back applications entirely that are incomplete. Board Counsel will 113 

look at the revised SOP or legal sufficiency.  Martin will try to make sure that he doesn’t have a copy 114 

of it.  115 

 116 

F. Board Staff Report 117 

a. Quarterly Exam Statistics 118 

Martin presented the quarterly exam stats.  119 

 120 

b. Training Review and Evaluation (TRE) Approval 121 

Martin presented the review of the meeting last week. There are 67 presented to the board. A motion 122 

to approve the TRE training as recommended by Bruce Darner, seconded by Joe Wright. Motion 123 

carried.  124 

 125 

c. Revenue & Expenditure 126 

Martin presented the revenue report. There is no update from fiscal at this moment for expenses. Dee 127 

is following up with them.  128 

 129 

d. Application Backlog 130 

We now have one backlog that Martin, Victoria, Alex, Taj, and Sarah are working to resolve quickly. 131 

 132 

Davinia left at 11:18PM.  133 

G. Applications 134 

Bryce Kenton– Applying from Delaware. The Board does recommend that he be granted the license based on 135 

experience and endorsement.  136 

 137 

Motion to accept class T3 from Bryce by Joe Wright, seconded by Ed Thompson. Motion Carried.  138 

 139 

Jason Brugh-  Operating under a permit under the city of Cambridge, PA seeking reciprocity. Seeking an I6 as 140 

he holds a class B wastewater license with a subclass 1.  141 

 142 
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Motion to Grant Jason Brugh the industrial 6 made by Ed Hogan, seconded by Bruce Darner, Joseph must 143 

recuse himself as he handles pretreatment for the city of Cambridge. Motion carried with one abstention from 144 

Joe Wright. Jason is Granted the I6 license.  145 

 146 

Jason Brugh left the meeting at 11:28AM 147 

 148 

Andrew Kramer– Connie Luffman recused herself as he works for her. Motion to award the wastewater 5 by 149 

Bruce Darner, seconded by Ed Hogan. Motion carried with one abstention from Connie Luffman. Motion 150 

carried.  151 

 152 

William Gullion– Joe Wright needed to abstain.. Victoria will follow up to find out how long the SBR has 153 

been operational and present at the next meeting.  154 

 155 

H. Comments by Board Members 156 

Eric Dutrow left at 11:45AM.  157 

 158 

No comments made.  159 

 160 

I. Review of Action Items 161 

No updates with Anthony absent.  162 

 163 

J. Discussion with Board Liaisons and guests 164 

Chesapeake section– Last Board meeting prior to Tricon next month, Ben will take over as chair next month. 165 

The National conference in Washington DC is next month.  166 

 167 

Clark Howells reported high confidence in the Short Course students. Discussed that the Short Course went 168 

well. Short course is planning to donate a scholarship during the Tristate Conference. Ivy Schwan took over 169 

as Committee Chair, Mark Proctor from WSSC will be Vice Chair, Treasurer will be Rob Nalley, and Clark 170 

Howells will be Secretary.  171 

 172 

Bruce Darner gave an update about the main body meeting being on August 13th.  173 

 174 

No update from MCET.  175 

 176 

MRWA– There will be a new quarterly online cross connection control class in partnership with Hydrocort. 177 
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They will also be at Tricon.  178 

 179 

Mike McMahon shared the link for the YouTube video , https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hikw9csJV44 180 

K. Adjournment  181 

Motion to adjourn meeting by Bruce Darner, seconded by Joseph Wright. The meeting was adjourned. There was 182 

no closed session.  183 

 184 

 185 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hikw9csJV44

