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1972 Coastal Zone Management Act: 

Preserve, protect, develop, and where possible, restore or enhance the 
resources of the nation’s coastal zone 
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Restoration Finance and Policy Division 
• Chesapeake & Atlantic Coastal Bays Trust Fund 

o Identify, develop, and fund projects 

• Watershed Assistance Collaborative 

o Connect resources and technical assistance 

• Innovative Technology Fund 

o Promote investment restoration technology 
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Habitat Restoration and Conservation 
• Natural Filters 

o  Technical assistance and funding of “Natural Filters” projects 

• Community Restoration Program 

o Public outreach and engagement 

• Maryland’s Ecosystem Enhancement (ME2) 

o Improved targeting and siting of BMPs 

 

Chesapeake and Coastal Service 



   

Coastal and Marine Assessment 
• Maryland’s Coastal Zone Management Program 

o Networked state planning and regulatory programs 

• CoastSmart Program 

o Assist local communities identify and implement strategies to protect life 
and property from coastal hazards 

• CoastSmart Communities Initiative 

o Financial and technical assistance for local planning and permitting 
activities.  

 

Chesapeake and Coastal Service 



   

Coastal and Marine Assessment (cont’d) 
• Chesapeake Bay National Estuarine Research Reserve (CBNERR) 

o Educational opportunities and scientific study 

• CBNERR-MD Stewardship Program 

o Share the results of research with students (pre-school through college), 
educators and public audiences 

• Coastal Training Program (CTP) 

o Skills and knowledge transfer to communities 
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Conservation Education and Stewardship 
• Aquatic Resources Education Program 

o Understanding of aquatic habitats through education 

• TEAM DNR 

o Volunteer program dedicated to educating elementary and middle school 
students 

• CBNERR-MD Education Program 

o Share the results of research with students (pre-school through college), 
educators and public audiences 

 

Chesapeake and Coastal Service 



   

Geospatial Information and Analysis 
• Maryland’s Coastal Atlas 

o Online mapping and planning tool 

• MERLIN Online 

o Customize mapping tool 

Chesapeake and Coastal Service 
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Impact Report (FY09 – FY14) 

Chesapeake & Atlantic Coastal Bays Trust Fund 



   

Structure & Oversight 
• Funds generated through motor fuel tax and rental car tax in 

Maryland 

• Allocation, targeting, and implementation is a collaborative effort 
between three partners: 

• BayStat Agencies (DNR, MDA, MDE, MDP, UMD)  

• Scientific Advisory Panel (3rd party scientists) 

• The Legislature 

 



   

Funding at a Glance 

Chesapeake & Atlantic Coastal Bays Trust Fund 

•640% Growth since FY09 

•Governor directed Capital 
funds in FY13 – nearly 
$100M additional in three 
years. 

•When fully funded, 
anticipate $50M annually 



   



   

FY16 Targeting 



   

Tentative Schedule 
• RFP Released:   November/December 2015 

• Letters of Intent Due:  January/February 2016 

• Full Proposals Due:  March/April 2016 

• Awards Announced:  June 1, 2016 

• Money Available:   July 1, 2016 



   

Questions? 

Contact Information: 

Gabe Cohee 

gabe.cohee@maryland.gov 

410.260.8753 
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Watershed Assistance Collaborative 
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Goals 

•Improve Capacity 
 
•Technical Training 
 
•Connect to Funding Sources 
 
•Establish Long Term Funding 

 



   

Partners 

•Environmental Finance Center 
 

•Chesapeake Bay Trust 
 

•University of Maryland Extension SeaGrant 
 

•DNR Coastal Training Program 

 



   

Sea Grant 
University of Maryland Extension 

•Community Outreach  
 

•Capacity Building 
 
•Technical Assistance 

 

 



   

Sea Grant Specialists 



   

DNR Coastal Training Program 
• Training Courses 

– Managing the Effects of Development along the 
Shoreline 

– Watershed Management & Sustainability 

– Coastal Flooding, Sea Level Rise, & Climate 
Change 

– Professional Development and Skills Training 

 



   

Chesapeake Bay Trust (CBT) 
• Grants 

– Managing the Effects of Development along the 
Shoreline 

– Watershed Assistance Grant Program (WAGP) 

– Green Streets, Green Jobs Green Towns (G3) 

– Non-Tidal Wetlands 



   

 



   



   

Environmental Finance Center (EFC) 
• Community Stormwater Programs 

– Anne Arundel County, Baltimore, Berlin, Bowie, 
Calvert County, Ocean City, Oxford, Salisbury 

• Local Government Stormwater Financing 
Manual 

• Sustainable Maryland Certified 

 



   

Watershed Assistance Grant Program (WAGP) 
• From 2009-2013 $1,930,549 was awarded 

through 71 grants 

• In 2014, $995,935 was awarded to 18 
projects  

• $1.2 million EPA funds plus rollover will be 
available for FY16 WAGP 

 



   

Questions? 

Contact Information: 

Phillip Stafford 

phillip.stafford@maryland.gov 

410.260.8720 
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Stormwater Case Study: Berlin 



   

Stormwater Projects 
• Stormwater Projects 

• Issues: Flooding, Stormwater, Habitat 

• Hudson Branch Stormwater Management  

• Flower Street Stormwater Management  

 

Stormwater Case Study: Berlin 



   

Environmental Finance Center 
• Partners  

• Town of Berlin 

• Grow Berlin Green 

• Berlin Chamber of Commerce 

• Sponsors 

• Maryland DNR 

• Town Creek Foundation 

Stormwater Case Study: Berlin 



   

EFC Projects 
• Stormwater utility (2013) 

• Generate $570,000 annually 

• Address flooding, reduce erosion and polluted runoff 

• Stormwater Feasibility Study (2012) 

• Laid out options for funding structures 

 

Stormwater Case Study: Berlin 



   

Berlin Video 

Stormwater Case Study: Berlin 

https://youtu.be/51uBB-wvtNg
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