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Programs:

v'"Community Owned Broadband
v'Energy Democracy
v'Community Scaled Economy
v'The Public Good Blog

v'Waste to Wealth
v'Composting for Community

Our Mission:

To provide innovative strategies, working models and timely information to support
environmentally sound and equitable community development.
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COMPOST:

Composting is the aerobic decomposition of
organic materials by microorganisms. It
transforms raw materials—such as leaves,
grass clippings, garden trimmings, food scraps,

N ‘ animal manure, and agricultural residues—into
B ; compost, a valuable earthy-smelling soil
conditioner, teeming with life.
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One Person’s Trashis...

...another’s black gold.

Every year, U.S. landfills and trash incinerators receive 167 MILLION TONS of garbage.
0/ Ooftypical municipal garbage set
>50%

out at the curb is compostable.
Landfills and incinerators are dangerous.
Every bag thrown out contributes to:

Pollution of surrounding
oil, air, and water

Health hazards to ’ 150/0 [JHDEI'/DHDEI'UUHI'(I

= humans and animals
890 yard trimmings

9~ 89 wood waste

ILSR INSTITUTE FOR
Local Self-Reliance

To learn more, visit: ilsr.org/compost-impacts




Composting Enhances Soil and Protects Watersheds

Healthy soils are essential for protecting watersheds. Compost is the best way to add organic

matter—which is vital—to soils.
6 0'9 5 0/ 0

Infographics / posters:
ilsr.org/compost-impacts

IT SALLABOUTTHESOIL COMPOST improves biological, chemical, and

physical characteristics of soil.

Enhances plant disease
suppression

Protects against soil
desertification and soil

erosion
\\ )2 S ; 2
cm M u N ITY Increases resilience to Increases soil fertility

floods and droughts
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less mobile form and acavity
Reduces need for phosphorous into a
chemicals less soluble form

Improves ability to store :
nutrients (such as cation
~ exchange capacity)

Improves water Improves soil
retention e structure

) Adds humus, .
‘ . S . keeping soil partlcles .
stuck together 7 Compost serves as a filter

and sponge. It immobilizes
: and degrades pollutants,
Compost helps reduce stormwater aal improving water quality.
runoff because it can hold

~bxits weight

inwater.




ighborhood
Rebuilders

COMPOSTER TRAINING PROGRAM

https://ilsr.org/neighborhoodsoilrebuilders/
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U.S. households with access to curbside food waste collection by state

148 Programs reporting
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Should we rely on only regional mega-tacilities?

Failure of the Wilmington Compost Facility
Underscores Need for a Locally Based and Diverse
Composting Infrastructure

The rapid increase in community-scale composting in the
Mid-Atlantic is sorely needed. The recent closing of the

in Delaware, due to
the loss of its operating permit, has pushed the need for a
distributed and diverse composting infrastructure to the
fore. Source separated food discard programs from New
York City to Washington, DC, are now scrambling to find
alternative sites to tip their loads.

The Wilmington Organics Recycling Center was at the center
of expanded food discard collections in the Mid-Atlantic region. Developed, sited, permitted, financed and built
by The Peninsula Compost Group (TPCG), the facility was designed to receive 600 tons per day of source
separated organic materials from government institutions, grocery chains, schools, food processors, sports
venues, restaurants, and other large food waste generators. A separate company, named the Peninsula
Compost Company (PCC), was set up to own the plant. Its original members included the EDiS Company and
Greenhull Compost LLC (both of Wilmington, Delaware), as well as the developers, TPCG. The facility
commenced operations in late 2009 composting around 200 tons per day. For the first two years, TPCG was
the managing and operations partner. During that time there were no verified odor complaints or Notices of
Violation from the State of Delaware and the compost produced met every Federal and State standard for
unrestricted use.




Composting, lots of ways
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How important is scale and distributed infrastructure?
Where does home composting fit in?

SOURCE REDUCTION

Hierarchy to Reduce Food
Waste and Grow Community
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Source Reduction

Prevention. Do not generate food waste in the
first place! Reduce portions, buy what you
need, and organize your fridge for optimal
food usage.




SOURCE REDUCTION

EDIBLE FO0D RESCUE Edible Food Rescue
Feed hungry people. Divert food not suitable for
people to animals such as backyard chickens or
to local farmers’ livestock.




Composting in backyards or in homes.

Avoid collection costs!
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Small-Scale, Decentralized

Onsite composting or anaerobic digestion, and
community composters can accept material from
off-site or simply process their own material.
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SOURCE REDUCTION

FDIBLE F0OD RESCUE

. M HOME COMPOSTING

Medium-Scale, Locally-Based
Composting or anaerobic digestion at the small
town or farm scale. These systems handle
typically between 10 and 100 tons per week and
are designed to serve small geographic areas.
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SOURCE REDUCTION

FDIBLE F0OD RESCUE

A Y HOME COMPOSTING

Centralized Composting or

Anaerobic Digestion

Facilities serving large geographic areas that
typically handle more than 100 tons per week.
Material generally leaves the community in which it
is generated.




FDIBLE F0OD RESCUE

P o CONPISTING

Mechanical Biological Mixed

Waste Treatment
Mixed garbage is mechanically and biologically
processed to recover recyclables and reduce
waste volume and the potential for methane

) emissions before landfill disposal.




Food waste should be banned from landfills and trash

incinerators due to their high capital costs, pollution,
and contribution to greenhouse gas emissions.




Farmers need investment & support!




Definition of Community Composting
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Download the free Growing Local Fertility: A
Guide to Community Composting at
www.ilsr.org/growing-local-fertility




NYC Supports Community Composting

DSNY believes that a strong organic waste
diversion strategy for NYC will operate at
three scales:

at a citywide level,

in communities and neighborhoods,
and

in the home.




Compost Project

Rebuilding our soll,
neighborhood
by neighborhood.

Included in this map are all community compost sites affiliated

with the NYC

Compost Project.

@ Community Compost Sites Affiliated with the NYC Compost Project (225)

Community Compost Sites

Affiliated with the NYC
Compost Project

Borough Total per Borough
Brooklyn 68
Bronx 37
Manhattan 48
Queens 52
Staten Island 20
Total 225
1] 5

The NYC Compost Project works to rebuild NYC's soils by providing
New Yorkers with the knowledge, skills, and opportunities
they need fo produce and use compost locally

The project is funded and managed by the
NYC Department of Sanitation's Bureau of Waste Prevention,
Reuse and Recycling. Learn more at nyc.gov/compostproject



Union Square Greenmarket

NE Section of Union Square Park

Mon, Wed, Fri, Sat

Year Round

8am-5pm

40.736579,-73.989534

GREENMARKET RECYCLE GARDEN TEACH ABOUT CONTACT

RECYCLING
Why Recycle

What to Recycle

Recycling Resources

School Recycling Greenmarket Food Scrap Collection
Events Schedule

Paterson - New Ro

Clifton

Montclair

Livingston (2%,

Newark
Summit (78 D

&
Elizabeth

95

Linden
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Visit a NYC Project Compost Site
Contact any of these sites to take a tour or volunteer:

 NYC Compost Project hosted by Big Reuse, Queens

NYC Compost Project hosted by Brooklyn Botanic Garden, Brooklyn

NYC Compost Project hosted by Earth Matter NY, Governors Island

NYC Compost Project hosted by Queens Botanical Garden Farm & Compost, Queens
NYC Compost Project hosted by Lower East Side Ecology Center, Manhattan

Visit a Composting Demonstration Site

Demonstration sites are composting sites that are seen as model locations with strong community
relationships.

* Brooklyn Botanic Garden, Brooklyn

 The New York Botanical Garden, Bronx

 Queens Botanical Garden, Queens

* Snug Harbor Cultural Center and Botanical Garden, Staten Island




Services utilizing
bikes pulling trailers

ike-Powered Collection

are starting up all over the U.S.
Entrepreneurs share lessons learned.

Virginia Streeter and Brenda Platt

collection services
have been s ing up all over the
country, providing an opportuni-
ty for residential and commercial
customers to divert organics. One
segment of this burgeoning sector is
bike-powered collection. The Institute
for Local Self-Reliance (ILSR) recently
interviewed 17 bike-powered food scrap
collectors and visited the sites of three.
This article summarizes information
gleaned from these organizations, and
includes their tips for running a food
scrap collection service. Tables 1 and 2
provide specific details on each collec-
tion service. The ILSR undertook this
research to facilitate replication of a
bike-powered food scrap collection and
community composting program with
the Chesapeake Center for Youth De-
velopment in the Curtis Bay neighbor-
hood of Baltimore.

46  BioCvois

Questions asked during the inter-
views covered starting up, employees
and volunteers, composting sites and
processes, equipment, customer en-
gagement and marketing, and financ-
es. The majority of interviewees have a
residential and commercial customer
base. Truman State Rot Riders, a stu-
dent organization, is one exception — it
exclusively serves residential custom-
ers. ReSoil Sacramento, one of the pro-
grams run by GRAS (Green Restau-
rant Alliance Sacramento), only serves
restaurants and other food providers
(e.g. a zoo and a women’s shelter) as
GRAS'’ mission is to create a more sus-
tainable food community by working
directly with providers. Kristen Baskin
of Let Us Compost only offers bike
pickup services to residential custom-
ers, and uses a truck for commercial
customers.
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The BK ROT model in the Bushwick neighborhood of
Brooklyn, NY




Red Hook Community Farm (Brooklyn

Youth Empowerment
& Urban Agriculture
for a Sustainable
Future in Brooklyn
Added Value's mission is 1o pro-
mote the sustainable developmer
of Red Hook by nurturing a new

Brooklyn to expand their k
| base, develop new -«ills, anc pos
tively engage with {1 eir communit
through me operation 471 a socie fy
A Project of |

Added Value
www.added-value.org
718-855-5531




Red Hook Community Farm (Brooklyn)




—CO City Farms (MD




Real Food Farm, Baltimore

PREPARE your Pood sc
at home,ycoumsu!ﬁng agp
online guide.

WEIGH your bucket.
RECORD weight in our log.

DETERMINE amourt of
carbon i o

EMPTY your food . .
mfoﬂ\eyﬁ"rbbr b

ADD calculated amount
of carbon to the tumbler.

I‘URHh) the tumbler, ﬁﬂ\i
imes fo properly mix
nitrogen and carbon.

LEAVE irty bucket,
B e o atl
do it all again!

thank /e
g




Filbert St. Community Garden
Baltimore Compost Collective

Ylimore
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Ramona Unified School District (CA)

2014-2015
Source reduction = 2,860 lbs
Fed people = 7,280 lbs
Fed animals = 3,840 lbs
Composted = 6,576 Ibs

A cost benefit >$18,000 in 2015

3

Gloria Quinn, Ramona Unified School District,
“School District Implements Food Recovery

Hierarchy,” BioCycle, April 6, 2016, San Diego. : .

Delivering to the
food pantry.




Howard Co. Dept. of Corrections
(Jessup, MD)




DC DPR Community Compost
Cooperative Network

x 50+ DPR

gardens have a [

Compost Knox |
system 3

x Each site has a
compost
manager

» Each site has a
community
compost
cooperative

https://dpr.dc.gov/page/community-compost-cooperative-network
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Composting & Training at First
DC Urban Food Hub
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YES!IN MY BACKYARD:

A Home Composting Guide for Local Government

Part 1 — overview and lessons learned

Part 2 — why local government should support
home composting programs

Part 3 — lessons from profiled programs

Part 4 — problem of antiquated ordinances and
laws to promote home composting

Part 5 — case studies of 11 city and county
programs

Appendix A - Sample Outreach Materials
Appendix B - Sample Print Educational Materials
Appendix C - Reports on Local Programs
Appendix D - Sample Ordinances

Appendix E - Miscellaneous

INSTITUTE FOR
ILSR Local Self-Reliance

https://ilsr.org/yimby-compost/




https://ilsr.org/
yimby-compost/

10 Steps for a
Successful Program

Get initial buy-in from those who will be necessary to
implement the program. This includes making sure that
local ordinances and health and sanitation departments
will not impede home composting.

See Part 4, Ordinances: The Good, the
Bad, and the Ugly

Decide how the program is going to fit into your waste
reduction strategies. If you have a successful residential
organics collection program, the challenge is getting
residents to use their home composter rather than putting
everything at the curb.

See Part 2, Home Composting
Integrates with Curbside Collection

Secure dependable multi-year funding. Outside grants
and donations can help offset costs.

See Spotlight - Partnering to Save More Money

Secure solid supply lines for compost bins. Either issue a
request-for-bids from manufacturers or set up a voucher/
rebate arrangement with local retailers to stock home
composting bins.

See Part 3, Composting Bins and Other Equipment:

Bin Options, Prices, and Modes of Delivery

Decide on a bin type and price, and means of getting into
the hands of residents.

See Part 3, Pricing and Delivery of
Bins: Finding the Sweet Spot

Set up easily accessible composting education and
training. This can include workshops, informational
material, and hotlines.

See Part 3, Education, Training, and Information

Advertise the program.

See Part 3, Marketing and Outreach

Provide support to residents after they purchase bins. The
success of the program is not just how many bins are sold,
but how many are in use.

See Spotlight - Orlando’s Troubleshooting Hotline

Collect data on composted amounts from participating
residents and calculate the costs/savings of the program.

See Part 2, Save Money

Keep data on as many aspects of the program as possible,
such as number of bins distributed, number of attendees
in workshops, how residents hear about the program, and
program expenses. Use this data to analyze and improve
the program.

See Part 3, Comprehensive Research Agenda
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Why Offer a Program?

Fast implementation
No commercial facilities needed

Retains organic matter for residential soils

Builds a culture of composting know-how and
ingrains composting knowledge in the next
generation

Can divert significant tonnage from disposal — studies
indicate 23 to 83 pounds a month per household

Cost-effective without requiring intensive municipal
services

Avoids the labor and costs of collecting and handling
material, leading to considerable savings

Saves money by avoiding tipping fees at disposal sites
— savings that are cumulative as long as households
keep composting

Can complement a curbside collection program

. Contributes to a distributed and diverse food
recovery infrastructure.




Why Offer a Program?

Fast implementation
No commercial facilities needed
Retains organic matter for residential soils

Builds a culture of composting know-how and
ingrains composting knowledge in the next
generation

Can divert significant tonnage from disposal — studies
indicate 23 to 83 pounds a month per household

Cost-effective without requiring intensive municipal
services

Avoids the labor and costs of collecting and handling
material, leading to considerable savings

Saves money by avoiding tipping fees at disposal sites
— savings that are cumulative as long as households
keep composting

Can complement a curbside collection program

. Contributes to a distributed and diverse food
recovery infrastructure.




Diversion Potential?

For every 10,000 households home
composting, an estimated 1,400 tons per
year could be diverted from disposal,
avoiding ~$72,000 per year in disposal
fees alone.

Search over 2,500 articles on

For every 10,000 households receiving
personalized hands-on training and BOCYCLE

Subscribe/Renew

support with subsidized bins, this Value And Benefits 0f Backyard
Composting

tonnage could grow to as much as 5,000 ©c0e0

Year-long data collection by 16 households in metropolitan Vancouver reveals that
backyard composting is undervalued when considering boost to diversion rates
and collection cost savings.

tons per year, with avoided disposal fees

The North Shore Recycling Program (NSRP) is a tri-municipal agency of the City of
North Vancouver, the District of North Vancouver and the District of West
Vancouver in British Columbia. The NSRP administers the residential curbside

M 4 ~nN recycling program and recycling drop-off depot and provides a variety of community education programs
u m I n o that support residential waste reduction. This includes backyard composting, which has a large role to
’ [ ] play in partially diverting organics, the heaviest and largest component of the residential waste stream.
Thirty-seven percent of the garbage sent for disposal from North Shore single-family homes could be
composted at home.

“1 In 2008, the NSRP made a first attempt to estimate the amount of
material the average single-family household backyard composts
without any training or assistance; the result of this work is
considered a “baseline” against which future studies would be




Seattle’s 15t master
composter class in
1986

City/County

Austin

Cheverly (MD)

Los Angeles County

Miami-Dade County (FL)

Napa (CA)?

New York City

Oregon Metrof

Orlando (FL)

San Diego

Seattle

Vancouver (Canada)

a Asof 2018.
b For 2017, unless noted

¢ For fiscal year 2015 (July 2014 - June 2015)

d Napa's program is run by the City but covers Napa County. Population figure represents the

rofiled Communities

Population (2016)

947,890

6,469

10,137,915

2,712,945

80,416

8,537,673

1,790,607

277,173

1,406,630

704,352

631,486

City’s population. The County’s population was 142,166 in 2016

e For fiscal year 2016

Program Start Total # All Bins
Year Distributed Since
Program Start®

4,870

~400

N/A

445

4,218

20,299

109,090

5,340

1,973

N/A (35,644 as of 1996)

~53,000

Last Reported # Bins Distributed in
Single Year®

581¢

leveled off demand

1,422

N/A

120

38¢

4009

N/A

N/A

N/A

286

f Oregon Metro is the regional government for the Oregon portion of the Portland metropolitan

area. It serves 25 cities in Clackamas, Multnomah, and Washington counties (as well as

unincorporated parts of those counties)

g Average per year since 2012

Source: Institute for Local Self Reliance, 2018.




Key Take-Aways & Recommendations

Make home composting
bins accessible to
residents

Educate and train
Outreach and market

Measure, evaluate, and
iImprove

Address antiquated
ordinances
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City

Austin

Cheverly

Los Angeles County
Miami-Dade County
Napa

New York City
Oregon Metro
Orlando

San Diego

Seattle

Vancouver

in Types & Prices

Current Type of Backyard Composter (price)

Voucher/rebate for any bin (up to $75 off)

Earth Machine™ ($20), FreeGarden™ Earth ($20)
Soil Saver ($40)

Earth Machine™ (free)

Earth Machine™ ($20), Soil Saver ($20)

Earth Machine™ ($65), Garden Gourmet ($65), assembled in-house
metal trash can composter ($20)

FreeGarden™ Earth ($49)

Earth Machine™ (free)

Vouchers for Soil Saver ($47.99 after $30 voucher), Terra Dual Batch
Composter ($129.99 after $50 voucher)

Green Cone ($119), Beaver State Plastic Recycler Yard Composter ($80)

Earth Machine™ ($25 with free aerator)

Seattle yard composter Green Cone Terra Dual Batch




Worm Bins Too

Los Angeles
County

New York City

San Diego

Vancouver

Current Type of Worm
Bin (price)

Voucher/rebate for any bin
(up to $75)

Can-O-Worms ($40)

Rebate ($30), and option
to construct own for free at
workshops

Assembled in-house ($55)

Can-O-Worms ($59.99
after $40 voucher, comes
with mail-in voucher for
free pound of worms)

Provided by Transform
Compost Systems ($25
with worms)

ree: Institute for Local Self Reliance, 2018




Bin Distribution —

many options

Vouchers/rebates (freedom to choose
bin types)

Subsidized bins for residents to buy at
below market-value price

Bulk purchased bins with savings passed 5 T

)) Services

.
O n tO re S I d e ntS HOWTO REDEEM THE COMPOSTBIN VOUCHER

f three Dixieline Lumber and Home Center location: the discounted compost bin:
ports Arena Blvd
CA92110

Pre-order program of discounted bins,

A) City of San Diego issued Compost Bin Voucher (below) — and remember that the only person
who can redeem the voucher is the person listed on the voucher.

delivered to a central location o

m the coupon for the one pound

Truck sale events (bins sold at discounted e
prices at pre-planned locations) : | :

Environmental

Free bins SD) Services

Mr. and Mrs. Compost
Name:

11000 Global Drive, San Diego, CA 92123
Address:
Pro
COMPOST BIN VOUCHER VALUE
Soil Saver $30.00

EXPIRES
10/31/2016




Cheverly, MD, shows 25% of residents will backyard compost,
saving money on collection and disposal fees

April 2011, backyard composting program

25% of 1,600 single-family homes
participating

~100 tons per year composted
~$6,000 in avoided disposal fees/year

Total savings expected to be $120,000
over 20 years

A dozen municipalities have implemented
the program (including Bowie, Greenbelt,
Mount Rainier, Berwyn Heights, Colmar
Manor & Brentwood).

Source: Doug Alexander, NIE Institute, Landover Hills, MD




Fducate & Train

Free In-person Workshop Master
City Workshop Required to Composting Demo Site?
Available Get Bin Course

Online and/
Compost or Print
Hotline Educational

Materials

Austin

Cheverly

Los Angeles County
Miami-Dade

Napa

New York City
Oregon Metro
Orlando

San Diego

Seattle

C € € € € € < < < <« KX

Vancouver

a Permanent sit ere the public can see compost bins in use

Source: Institute for Local Self Reliance, 2018.




SPOTLIGHT - Austin’s
Diverse and Evolving

Training Options

Austin’s program offers several options for home
composting training. To receive a composting bin voucher
or rebate, residents must take either an in-person or online
class. Program coordinators also collect data to frequently
improve the training and how it is provided. Other cities
and counties starting a home composting program can
learn from the flexibility and adaptability of Austin’s
approach to composting education.

Online Classes

The online class includes a 15-minute video and brief

quiz. In Austin’s program, more people claim compost

bin vouchers or rebates through the online class than in
person. Providing classes online is a potential cost-efficient
option for home composting programs that may lead to
more people claiming bins, but it is uncertain if such classes
are as effective of an educational experience as in-person
classes. Austin still sees a significant number of people
participating in their physical workshops; some do not
claim the subsidized voucher/rebates, but simply attend to
learn about composting. Therefore, online classes are not a
replacement for in-person classes. Requiring that residents
take an online class ensures that new composters have
some understanding of the composting process. By hosting

Compost’
in
progress §

A When the weather is nice, Austin Resource Recovery holds compost workshops outside
in parks and farmers’ markets. During the rainier months, Austin holds the workshops

in frequented in-door locations such as libraries. Source: Austin Resource Recovery

in-person workshops in targeted locations, a program can also
provide the opportunity for a more thorough educational and
hands-on experience and reach those residents that are already
composting but wish to gain more training.

Community-taught Workshops

One more option Austin residents have is to hold their own
classes using materials provided by the City. These community
classes have the choice to use either the online class video, an
AV projector presentation, or fact sheet handouts. A community
member only needs to sign up online, choose which materials
they would like to use, and the City will email that person the
appropriate attachments and an Eventbrite link.



Training & Demo Sites
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Vancouver worm compostin
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Los Angeles class San Diego demonstration site




Orlando — Get Dirty tor Valentine's Day

| DIDN'T REALIZE FREE bins to City of
HOW DEEPLY Orlando residents

7 - o Free home delivery
3\ A" U’b 60-\/9/ Assembled

4

a‘rlaa’as’ WE WERE UNTIL The Earth Machine

WE DECIDED TO
MAKE COMPOST Launch February 14, 2015

“Get Dirty” Campaign
t“%"f-h%- Get Dirty for

Your backyard composter will arrive later this month. V | ti ’ D
Questions? Contact City of Orlando Solid Waste at a e n n e S a y

407.246.2314 or SWcustomersvc@cityoforlando.net.

~ Get Dirty with Your
Orlando Sentinel Neighbors

5,300+ delivered

Orlando suggests something 'dirty' for
Valentine's Day




Policies help set the stage

BiNo. 2816

Conceming: Sold  Waste

Sraegc  Pan

Comecsting, Compost Uy
Waste Diearsion
o

Effectve
SunsetDate: _None
Ch. . LawsciNent Ca

COUNTY COUNCIL
FOR MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MARYLAND

Lead Spoesor: Viee Presadenst Berliner
Co-Sponsoes: Councilmembers Katz and Hocker

reqquire the Director of the Department of Enviroamental Protection Lo
Strategic Plan o Advance Compoasting, Comnpost Use and Food Waste |
Maontgomery County

genemally amend County laws related to Solid Waste (Trash)

By adding
Montgomery County Code
Chapter 48, Solid Waste (Trash)
Section 48-17B

Boldface
Undeining
[Single boldface brackets)

[[Double boldface brackets])

The County Council for Montgomery Cownty, Maryiand approves the following

(c) Considerations. The Strategic Plan must consider the following areas in

its legislative, policy, metrics, and cost recommendations:

(1) home composting;

(2) community-scale composting;
-3-

BiLL No. 28-16

on-site institutional and commercial composting;

on-farm composting:

small-scale commercial composting facilities;

support for existing and new composting businesses in the form

of grants, loans, and land;

models and best practices, including methods and materials, used

by other jurisdictions;




Montgomery County, Maryland
Department of Environmental Protection . ‘
Division of Solid Waste Services Vi SNROWMENTAL |]

Strategic Plan to Advance Composting,
Compost Use, and Food Scraps Diversion
in Montgomery County, Maryland

April 2018

Montgomery County, Maryland
Department of Environmental Protection, Division of Solid Waste Services

For information in an alternate format, contact Eileen Kao at (240) 777-6406.

In-Home, Backyard, and Community-Scale Composting

@ Printed on recycled and recyclable paper.
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Findings

Recommendations

Resources

Montgomery County has promoted grasscycling (leaving grass clippings on the lawn after mowing),

backyard and community-scale composting of yard trim materials through fraining, compost workshops and
demonstrations, distribution of educational materials, and vermicomposting to recycle kitchen food scraps
in-home. Over the long-term, the County has successfully used education and training to encourage residents
to grasscycle and compost yard trim materials. At the Montgomery County Composting Facility, a maximum
of 77,000 tons of materials may be processed annually, and DEP's efforts have encouraged many residents

to manage their grass and leaves at the source. In fact, since 2007, DEP has also distriouted over 38,000
backyard compost bins to residents to use for backyard composting. According to the County’s most recent
Waste Composition Study, yard trim materials accounted for less than 2% of the County’s overall disposed
waste stream, indicating that most yard trim is recycled through composting (via backyard/on-site, community,
or composting facilities) or grasscycling. The County should evaluate the feasibility of encouraging residents to
recycle food scraps through at-home, backyard, and community-scale composting programs.

Continue educational efforts on all forms of in-home, backyard, and community-scale composting,
including providing compost training workshops and demonstrations on best practices for backyard and
community-scale composting, as well as research and evaluation of other types of compost bins that are
suitable for composting food scraps.

Conduct a coordinated inter-agency review of existing requirements and restrictions pertaining to
backyard/community-scale composting, and recommend regulatory changes to County zoning and
applicable County codes to clarify, and support activities to include food scraps.

Consider implementation of regulatory changes or modifications to promote and encourage proper
backyard and community-scale composting activities.

Consider increased collaboration with community-based stakeholders and other pertinent groups (i.e.,
The Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission - Montgomery Parks, Montgomery County
Public Schools, and interested residents, multi-family properties, and businesses or organizations) to
establish community-scale composting demonstration projects throughout the County.

Resources which may include staffing, operating, and/or capital funds that are needed to support these
recommendations are dependent on the specific details that should be determined in the development of an
implementation plan.

https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/sws/foodwaste/




D Infrastructure Bill

HOUSE BILL 171
M3 TIr0704
CF SB 99
By: Delegates Robinson, Cassilly, Barkley, Carr, Fraser-Hidalgo, Gilchrist, Kelly,
Kramer, Lam, Luedtke, Moon, Morhaim, Pena-Melnyk, Platt, Reznik, and
Waldstreicher
Introduced and read first time: January 19, 2017
Assigned to: Environment and Transportation

A BILL ENTITLED
AN ACT concerning

Department of the Environment — Yard Waste and Food Residuals Diversion
and Infrastructure — Study

FOR the purpose of requiring the Department of the Environment, in consultation with
certain persons, to study, review, explore, identify, and make recommendations
regarding certain matters that relate to the diversion of yard waste from refuse
disposal facilities, including certain infrastructure; requiring the Department to
report its interim and final findings and recommendations to the Governor and the
General Assembly on or before certain dates; and generally relating to yard waste
and food residuals diversion and infrastructure.

SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF MARYLAND,

(a) The Department of the Environment shall:
(1) study the diversion of yard waste and food residuals from refuse
disposal facilities in the State, including any State laws or regulations governing the

diversion of yard waste or food residuals;

(2)  study the laws and regulations of other states governing the diversion
of yard waste or food residuals;

(3)  review the status of infrastructure for the diversion of yard waste and
food residuals in the State and other states, including the availability of infrastructure in

relation to:

@) large generators of food waste, identified by type and geographic
distribution; and

3 (4) explore ways to promote composting of yard waste and food residuals
4 and other methods of organic waste reduction and diversion, including ways to encourage
5 a decentralized and diverse infrastructure;




What you can do... ideas to support home composting

Partner with nonprofits to provide
training and demo sites

Support local business
Encourage DIY bins

Do not unnecessarily restrict
community exchange of materials

The potential to expand home
composting is largely untapped
but massive

Be creative and innovative!

Seattle 2-bin DIY system




What can you do... ideas to support distributed composting

Support diversified infrastructure

Technical assistance and tools for
locally based systems

Support locally based systems
Support reasonable policies & regs
Procurement of finished compost

Renewed focus on SCHOOLS

Equipment for community scaled
systems

Support training and well operated  photos: nve compost project
sites




What is Community Composting? Video Featuring Com:...

Brenda Platt
Institute for Local Self-Reliance

bplatt@ilsr.org
@PlattBrenda

www.ilsr.org

“What Is Community Composting” video:
https://ilsr.org/video-community-composting/

Need help designing your own home composting program or offering training?

Our can be adapted to your
community!

Contact us at




