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What is HB164?

● Passed during the 2021 Legislative session by the Maryland 
General Assembly 

● HB164 was intended to promote the development of 
markets for recycled materials and recycled products within 
Maryland 



What does that mean?

• Evaluate the availability of local, national and 
international markets for recycled materials and 
recycled products



HB164 Provisions

● Make recommendations to improve markets for 
recycled materials and recycled products in the 
state, including measures for reducing 
contamination of recyclable materials



HB164 Provisions

• Identify the recyclable materials representing the 
largest portion of the recycling waste stream



HB164 Provisions

● Identify businesses in the state that use recycled 
materials, including businesses that reuse, repair, 
and remanufacture recycled materials



HB164 Provisions

• Identify opportunities for businesses in the state to 
increase their use of recycled materials



MD HB0164 Provisions

● Provide resources to businesses to match sources of 
recycled materials with potential users

What application 
works best for MD?



HB164 Provisions

● Examine businesses that have closed in the state for 
potential reopening using recycled materials



HB164 Provisions

● Examine opportunities for the co-location of 
business that use, reuse, repair, and remanufacture 
recycled materials.



HB164 Provisions

● Examine existing funding mechanisms for recycling 
market development



HB164 Provisions

● Establish and promote “Maryland is Open for 
Recycling Business” campaign to attract new 
businesses to the state



HB164 Provisions

● Provide advisory and 
technical services to 
support the development 
of markets for recycled 
materials and recycled 
products in the state.



Overall Timeline 

• Bill passed and signed into law by Governor 
Hogan in May 2021

• Kickoff meetings started in December 2021
– MD Agencies
– Stakeholders

• Counties were sent survey in May 2022
– Outreach to neighboring states on recycling 

markets
– Researching how to achieve bill requirements



MD Agencies Involved:



Survey for Counties



Survey for Counties - Early Results

Most Successful Markets:

● Metal (scrap and beverage containers), mixed paper, 
OCC, #1 and #2 plastics

Most Difficult Markets:

● Plastics other than #1 and #2, textiles, plastic film, 
mattresses, mixed glass

Types of Support Desired From State:

Finding Buyers (87.5%)

Funding for Equipment (62.5%)

Education (50%)



Stakeholder Markets

• In December 2021, the Maryland Environmental 
Service presented findings of materials and their 
current and anticipated market figures. 



Connection

• Sign Up on our interest list here: bit.ly/MDHB164Int
• How can you get involved in the near future?

– Stakeholder meetings
– Public comment/outreach

For any questions, please contact:

Shannon McDonald and Tim Kerr

Land and Materials Administration

Maryland Department of the Environment

Shannon.McDonald@maryland.gov Timothy.Kerr2@maryland.gov
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