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• Serve clients 
• Train students 
• 4 Main Policy Areas: 

Harvard Food Law and Policy Clinic 

 Community Empowerment 
 Sustainable Food Production 
 Food Access & Obesity Prevention 
 Reducing Food Waste 
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Work with Clients – Govt Agencies & 
Organizations  
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Convene Meetings & Conferences 

• 1-day workshop for Food 
Recovery Entrepreneurs  
 

• 2-day conference, 
cosponsored by US EPA 
and Mass DEP 
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Publish Reports & Guides 
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Harvard Food Law and Policy Clinic 

Toolkit Table of Contents 

1. Liability Protection for Food Donations 

2. Tax Incentives for Food Donations  

3. Date Labeling 

4. Food Safety for Food Donations 

5. Food Waste Reduction in K-12 Schools 

6. Feeding Food Scraps to Livestock 

7. Organic Waste Bans & Waste Recycling 
Laws 

8. Government Support for Food Waste 
Reduction 
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• Liability fear prevents food donation 

 

• Federal Emerson Good Samaritan Act 

– Federal baseline of civil and criminal 
liability protections  

– Some ways to strengthen this, but 
generally pretty strong 

 

• State Liability Protections 
– In all 50 states 

Liability Protection for Food Donations 
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State Liability Protection Laws 

• Each state has its own 
version of liability 
protection for food 
donors and distributing 
food recovery 
organizations 
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• Provide protection when nonprofit food recovery 
organizations charge final recipients for food (e.g., 
Massachusetts) 

 

• Provide protection for food establishments and retail stores 
donating directly (e.g., Arizona & New Hampshire) 

 

• Provide liability protection regardless of compliance with non-
safety related labeling rules (e.g., Oregon & California) 

 

• Clearly provide liability protection for the donation of past-
date food (e.g., Massachusetts) 

Recommendations for 
State Liability Protections 



flpc@law.harvard.edu 
www.chlpi.org/flpc 

  
 

Follow us on Facebook and twitter 
 

HarvardFLPC   HarvardFLPC 

Stay Connected with the  
Food Law and Policy Clinic 


