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Wasting food in the U.S. causes greenhouse gas emissions equivalent

to those of more than 50 million gas-powered passenger vehicles.
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www.epa.gov/land-research/food-waste-research
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In landfills, wasted food breaks down relatively quickly, generating methane -
a powerful greenhouse gas - before landfill gas collection systems are in place.

Keeping food out of landfills helps tackle climate change.

www.epa.gov/land-research/quantifying-methane-
emissions-landfilled-food-waste
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Figure 3. Contributions of food waste to methane emissions at MSW landfills.

Landfill Methane
Emissions from Food
Waste

While total methane
emissions from MSW
landfills are decreasing
due to improvements in
landfill gas collection
systems, methane
emissions from landfilled
food waste are
Increasing.



Updating EPA’s Report evaluates 11 common

Food Recove ry wasted food pathways:

Hierarchy: : %%l:]r:temf;eduction

From Field to + Upcycling
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https://www.epa.gov/land-research/field-bin-environmental-
impacts-us-food-waste-management-pathways
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o EPA Wasted Food Scale

How to reduce the environmental impacts of wasted food

© Avoip

Prevent Wasted Food Send Down the Drain,
Produce, buy, and serve Landfill, or Incinerate
only what is needed with or without energy recovery
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Anaerobic Digestion

with disposal of digestate/biosolids

or

Apply to
the Land

(&4
ST PR EFERRED

Compost

—_— or ——

Anaerobic
Digestion

with beneficial use of
digestate/biosolids

October 2023

https://www.epa.gov/sustainable-management-food/wasted-food-scale
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Preventing Wasted Food
in Your Community:

A Social Marketing Toolkit

April 2023 EPA 530-R-23-008
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Composting Food Scraps
in Your Community:

A Social Marketing Toolkit

June 2023 EPA 530-R-23-009

THE BENEFITS OF
COMMUNITY
COMPOSTING




EPA Funding for Infrastructure & Recycling

Solid Waste Recycling Education Supporting
Infrastructure for and Outreach Grant Anaerobic Digestion
Recycling Grant Program iIn Communities
Program Funding Opportunity



Recycling Infrastructure Grants (SWIFR) and
Recycling Education and Outreach Grants (REO) -

* First Round of Awards (almost $200 million)
* $32+ million awarded to all 50 states and 6 territories (SWIFR)
e $73+ million awarded to communities (SWIFR)
* $60+ million awarded to Tribes and Intertribal Consortia
(SWIFR)
* $33+ million awarded in Recycling Education and Outreach

grants (REO)

 Of this, $83 million in funding will support 69 projects

that include activities related to organics recycling,

composting, or anaerobic digestion.




Federal
Funding for
Maryland
Food Waste
Eiforts

EPA Funding:

»SWIFR — Mayor & City Council of Baltimore for the
Bowleys Lane Composting Facility (S4M) (selected)

»SWIFR — State of MD for infrastructure assessment
and training (S551K)

»Region 3 grants for composting
» ECO City Farms (2021) and ILSR (2022)

USDA Funding (Composting and Food Waste
Reduction Coop. Agreements):

»6 grants in 2022 to Baltimore, Frederick,
Edmonston, Greenbelt and Montgomery and Prince
George’s Counties (S1.1M total)
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Draft National Strategy
for Reducing Food

Loss and Waste and
Recycling Organics

December 2023
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https://www.epa.gov/circulareconomy/draft-national-strategy-reducing-food-loss-and-waste-and-recycling-organics
https://www.epa.gov/circulareconomy/draft-national-strategy-reducing-food-loss-and-waste-and-recycling-organics
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Prevent the loss of food.
Prevent the waste of food.

Increase the recycling rate for all organic
waste.

Support policies that incentivize and
encourage food loss and waste prevention
and organics recycling.
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What’s next
from EPA?

Composting

CO

Draft National Strategy
for Reducing Food

Loss and Waste and
Recycling Organics

December 2023




» EPA: Sustainable Management of Food
» Food Waste Research

»Wasted Food Scale

»EPA, USDA, FDA Draft National Strategy

» Funding Opportunities + National Grant Tracker

» Solid Waste Infrastructure for Recycling Grant
Program

» Recycling Education and Outreach Grant
Program

» Climate Pollution Reduction Grant Program
» USDA: Food Loss and Waste
» FDA: Food Loss and Waste
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https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001tByJAagVxToE3r-5Z3w4PBzyhnZvB74zwXlxFYkcSsEsUOFKvAJ601kR9HksTsB0SpaYz4ug0-Omi22GlJLI7R5tyVkX1XfgI4Cc_mLRz7bqtMTHzpjO_GAtHWzrK7McEdtIBUl_faxnCLJ5MUjEXhMbHmkjFWqeBYGOtqv9U90W9reJUlUbWIADlaHo1UDA%26c%3Dmj73G3ZHNf0tqvQbKaXHlD6XakN4Q810I34hnzZR5w9a_l6ZYFfiDg%3D%3D%26ch%3Dx7DsEVto4Qip5r9YqJqqNnscJq_l6OBT2bQmB4iyNB-C7yQHLwCiGQ%3D%3D&data=05%7C01%7Cfabiano.claudia%40epa.gov%7C90733c5f21b04e7e608408dbf336cf24%7C88b378b367484867acf976aacbeca6a7%7C0%7C0%7C638371188947992348%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=TbsJo4gNgeceqvcHOywHF0FDSdpzM%2BNPBOLQ2PcP5ww%3D&reserved=0
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