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Highlights: Waste Characterization Study

● Included more packaging-specific 
material categories

● Largest Categories: Organics, Paper

● Changes from 2016 to 2024: 
C&D decreased from to 15% to 8%
Plastics, organics, paper, glass, HHW 
and other wastes increased



Highlights: PPP Recycling Rates by Sector

Multifamily Single Family Commercial

16% 30% 39%
Maryland generated approximately 2.9 million tons of covered PPP in 2022. 

● 60% were generated in the commercial sector
● 30% by single-family households
● 10% by multi-family households.



Highlights: Active Recycling Service

Single Family Multifamily

89% 49%
Active recycling service refers to a household with access to recycling services 
by either automatically being provided recycling, being required to subscribe to
recycling, or voluntarily subscribing to a recycling service.



Highlights: Infrastructure & Capacity

Current Processing

 

439,000 TPY

Maximum Design 
Capacity

+ 71,400 TPY

Existing Capacity Potential Capacity

Potential Upgrades

 

+ 190,150 TPY

Transfer Stations: 42 accept recyclables generated in the State.

Organics Processing Facilities: 5 accept compostable packaging, and 2 plan to or would be 
interested in the future.

Reuse: nearly 57 companies/organizations accept packaging-related materials.



Highlights: Worker Conditions

Collection Facilities

In 2023, the solid waste collection 
injury rate among workers was 4.3 
cases per 100 Full Time Equivalent 

(FTE) employees

Identified Concerns:

● Transportation
● Broken air conditioning in 

vehicles
● Sparse PPE
● Hot temperatures

Identified Concerns:

● Specific materials
● Contamination
● Hand picking materials from 

conveyor belts



Opportunities for WMBE

● Minority-owned businesses make up 25.4% of companies in the state1

● EPR has the potential to create business opportunities in the state and 
generate additional jobs and may incentivize and expand opportunities for the 
participation of Minority or Women-owned Business Enterprise (MWBE) 
organizations in the State.

1Tierra Williams. October 29th, 2024. Maryland is ranked No.1 in the nation where minority-owned businesses are thriving, 
Maryland is ranked No.1 in the nation where minority-owned businesses are thriving - 47abc

https://www.wmdt.com/2024/10/maryland-is-ranked-no-1-in-the-nation-where-minority-owned-businesses-are-thriving/


Highlights: Equity

● To increase equitable outcomes for recycling in urban versus rural areas, structure 
recycling programs according to the needs of the community.

● Include accommodations for the elderly in recycling collection and program design, 
especially in rural areas.

● Translate recycling outreach materials into multiple languages.

● Provide multiple methods of recycling collection to alleviate barriers and increase 
capture of recyclables.

● Services should be designed to capture economies of scale so that programs and 
infrastructure do not disproportionately impact low-income areas with limited 
financial resources.



Economic Opportunities

● The total value of recyclables disposed annually ranges from $189.1 to 
$248.1 million. 

● Cardboard ($75.1 million) and metal packaging ($64.2 million) are the 
materials with the most value disposed in landfills.



Highlights: Current and Future State

● A well-designed program could increase the State’s recycling rate for Paper 
and Packaging Products (PPP) from 34% to 50% or greater.

● Benefits under the modelled EPR system include $202 million of material 
value captured (an increase of $53 million from the baseline), a reduction of 
more than 1 million metric tons of carbon dioxide equivalent (CO2E), and the 
creation of 2,075 additional jobs


