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Dear I

The Maryland Department of the Environment’s (MDE) Oil Control Program (OCP) completed a
review of the Facility |} Leak Detection Testing Work Plan (Work Plan), dated August 28, 2026,
and prepared by EA Baker Partners Joint Venture, on behalf of Joint Base Andrews (JBA). The
Work Plan contains a proposal to precision tightness test the Facility [jjjjj hydrant loop to determine
the integrity of the system following testing failures in December 2025 and March 2026, and
subsequent repairs conducted in April 2026.

The intent of the Work Plan 1s to isolate Hydrant Lateral Row J] and then test the hydrant loop with
fuel in two stages. To ensure a proper test is conducted, the entire Hydrant Loop must be flooded
with fuel and excess air must be bled from the system. The first stage of testing will focus on the
previously failed section of pipeline between Valve Jjjj and Isolation Valve Pit (IVP)J If that
section passes testing criteria, the isolation point in IVP{] will be opened, and a second precision test
will be performed on the entire Facility JJjjjj hydrant loop with Hydrant Lateral Row | isolated.
Following passing precision tightness tests for both testing criteria, the HCNA piping release
detection system for the Facility [Jjjjjj Hydrant Loop will be reprogrammed and recertified to
exclude Hydrant Lateral Row JJj

Based on our review and as explained in prior correspondence, OCP remains concerned about the
proposal to test the system with fuel, but is willing to consider the Work Plan if the following
contingencies are met:
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The following documents must be submitted to MDE no fewer than 15 business days prior to
performing any testing:

A copy of monthly reconciled inventory control records for the months of April 2026 —
August 2026;

The schedule for the proper abandonment or repair of compromised Lateral Row ] hydrant
piping, which must be completed no later than 30 calendar days following completion of
this test;

The complete report of all investigations completed to date that concluded the hydrant piping
failure was contained to Lateral Row JJj and

Provide the completed conceptual site model (CSM) which was due by July 29, 2026. The
existing preliminary CSM lacks the written details of the investigations completed to date
and the necessary cross-sections to properly understand the contaminant migratory pathways
to expedite recovery of released fuel and minimize future targeted investigations.

Within 15 days of OCP verifying the completion of the above requirements, JBA may conduct
the precision testing event with the following modifications and requirements:

A member of OCP must be onsite to oversee all testing activities.

The hydrant must be tested in the following segments prior to performing the proposed full

system test. If any segment fails testing criteria then all testing must be terminated:

o Supply pipeline between Pump House Valve [ and IVP{}

o Supply pipeline between IVP and IVP with Hydrant lateral row |Jjj isolated;

o Supply pipeline between IVPJ and IVP{ to include both hydrant lateral rows Jjjj and i}
and

o Return pipeline between IVP and the pump house Valve i

The proposed full Facility Jjjjjij hydrant loop test must include all underground piping of the

loop. This includes the underground supply and return line between the pumphouse and the

AST.

If any section of the pipeline fails testing criteria, or a visible leak is observed, the failed

section must be immediately isolated and completely evacuated of liquid within 12-hours of

testing.

The facility must implement additional environmental protection measures and responses

during the testing and purging events in the event a discharge of product occurs. At a

minimum, a vacuum truck and members of the emergency spill response team must be

present onsite during and immediately after testing.

OCP must approve any deviations or modifications from the proposed Work Plan, in writing,

prior to field implementation by either JBA or its contractors.

This approval to perform compliance testing on Facility Jjjjj hydrant loop does not grant JBA
permission to operate, dispense, or circulate fuel in Facility Jjjjj hydrant loop. Within 15-days of
performing the tightness testing, all test records must be submitted to MDE for review. Based on the
review, MDE will determine if the Facility [Jjjj hydrant loop may be returned to service in any
capacity. MDE will provide JBA with a written statement of their review.
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MDE has recommended against using fuel to test the previously failed section of pipeline due to the
risk of further environmental harm. JBA may be subject to further enforcement action for any
additional release of a regulated substance into the environment.

If you have any questions, please contact the Oil Control Program, at 410-537-3442.

Sincerely,

L)

Amo lfaud ﬂp 11, 2026 16:25:16 EDT)

Armo Laud, Program Manager
Oil Control Program
Land and Materials Administration

cc: Susan R. Bull, Chief, Remediation Division, Oil Control Program
Jackie L. Ryan, Chief, Compliance Division, Oil Control Program
Stephanie Cobb Williams, Acting Director, Land and Materials Administration





