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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The Maryland Used Oil Recycling Program (the Program) is administered by the Maryland
Department of the Environment (MDE) through a memorandum of understanding (MOU) with
Maryland Environmental Service (MES). The authority for the Maryland Used Oil Recycling
Program is found in Section 5-1001 of the Environment Article of the Maryland Annotated
Code, the Maryland Used Oil Recycling Act.

MES is responsible for implementing a statewide program for the construction, operation, and
the routine maintenance of used oil collection facilities; providing public education and outreach
programs related to the disposal of used oil; and maintaining an information center to educate
citizens regarding the proper disposal of used oil. Additionally, MES utilizes the collection sites
for the collection of related recyclables including used antifreeze and used oil filters.

MES also administers funding for the purpose of implementing supplemental environmental
projects. Specifically, this grant funding is used to assist in the construction of rain shelters to
minimize stormwater contact with the used oil collection tanks and is also used to fund the
purchase of above-ground storage tanks for new sites, as well as replacements for older sites.

Since 1988, the Program has resulted in the collection and
recycling of over 20.2 million gallons of used oil in Maryland.
Similarly, the Program has accomplished the collection and
recycling of over 1.1 million gallons of used antifreeze from
Maryland do-it-yourself automobile and boating enthusiasts.

During 2023, 454,396 gallons of used oil and 22,869 gallons of
used antifreeze were collected from Program sponsored locations.
Additionally, during this period, 161 drums of used oil filters
were collected for recycling.
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INTRODUCTION
The 2023 Maryland Used Oil Recycling Program Annual Report is provided to the Maryland
General Assembly as required by Section 5-1001(g) of the Environment Article, the Maryland
Used Oil Recycling Act.

The Maryland Used Oil Recycling Program (the Program) is administered by the Maryland
Department of the Environment (MDE) through a memorandum of understanding (MOU) with
Maryland Environmental Service (MES). MES designates used oil collection facilities, offers
technical and financial assistance to establish collection facilities, routinely inspects and cleans
Program-sponsored facilities, provides public education, operates an information center, and
implements other non-regulatory provisions of the Maryland Used Oil Recycling Act. MDE and
MES are pleased to provide the following report detailing the accomplishments, initiatives, and
progress of the Program during calendar year (“CY”) 23 as well as plans for CY24.

BACKGROUND
The Program was created by the Maryland Used Oil Recycling Act, which was enacted in July
1978. Initial start-up funding for the Program was allocated from energy funds. This funding

enabled the creation of a program to assist the home mechanic
with properly used oil disposal. Farmers and boat owners at
marinas also used these facilities for their oil recycling.

MES purchased oil collection tanks, collection boxes, hardware,
and signs. County and local governments were solicited to assist
in establishing convenient and accessible used oil collection
sites for citizens. A variety of collection sites were established.
Most are located at government-owned solid waste, public
works, and road maintenance facilities.

The Program has been successful at recruiting and maintaining
donor locations for several reasons: 1) the Program assumes the responsibility for disposing of
any contaminated used oil; 2) opportunity for Program-provided financial assistance for tanks
and shelters; and 3) no cost collections for participants.

2023 PROGRAM UPDATES AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS
Since its inception in 1988, the Program has expanded from 44 collection sites to the current 139
operational sites and has recycled more than 20.2 million gallons of used oil over this time
period. Collection of used oil from all Program locations yielded 454,396 gallons of used oil in
CY23. This was a 4.7 percent increase from the 433,084 gallons collected in 2022. Historical
used oil and antifreeze annual collection results are summarized in graphs at the end of the
report. Spreadsheets of the detailed used oil and antifreeze collection records for the participating
Program sites are attached as well (Appendix A).
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Key Updates and Accomplishments
● Collected and recycled 454,396 gallons of used oil.

o Increase of 4.7% from 433,084 gallons in 2022.
● Collected and recycled 161 drums of used oil filters.

o Decrease of 17.4% from 195 drums in 2022.
● Collected and recycled 22,869 gallons of used antifreeze.

o Decrease of 19.3% from 28,336 gallons in 2022.
● Upgraded the 40 West Landfill collection site tank in

Washington County with new paint, signs, and weld repairs.
New and safer stairs were also installed with slip resistant
tread.

● Installed new signs at the Garrett County sites for all
acceptable and non-acceptable fluids. Replaced broken pour
box at the King’s Run Transfer Station site.

● Additional Used Oil tank and Used Antifreeze drums installed at Penn Mar Recycle in
Allegany County to enhance capacity.

● Replaced broken pour box screens at Frederick Recycle with new custom fit metal
screens to reduce clogging and contamination.

● Containment cleanouts and repainted tanks with new level gauges and signage at
Greensburg Transfer Station and Kaetzel Transfer Station in Washington County.

● Performed three (3) emergency cleanings of secondary containment areas due to spillage.
● Performed two (2) major cleanings of containment areas and oil tanks (inner and outer)

from spillage and sludge build up in Prince George’s County.
● Updated multiple sites with new spill pallets, gauges, fill boxes, new magnetic signage,

metal signs and stickers.
● Performed supplementary cleaning and maintenance at Program-sponsored locations

during the year.
o Six (6) sites in Talbot County and Queen Anne’s County inspected and cleaned

bi-monthly along with digital level sensor gauge maintenance/verification.
o Tank painting and sticker/metal/magnetic sign replacement at more than 50 sites.
o Enhanced cleanings to continue in 2024 using the mobile cleaning unit.

Administration
The total cost for MES to implement the program in FY23 was
$249,976.35. The collection contract provides revenue per gallon for
collected oil based on a federal commodity index. In FY23 the
program was completely self funded by commodity revenue.

Operation and Maintenance
Good housekeeping is critical for spill control and to prevent
contamination. As part of its management of the Program, MES has
conducted on-site audits of all Program-sponsored collection facilities
to ensure that sponsors, recycling coordinators, site supervisors, and
site operational staff are aware of their pollution prevention
responsibilities. Additionally, MES staff conducted routine cleaning and maintenance, as
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necessary, to assist the site hosts in maintaining environmental compliance. During CY23, MES
performed supplementary cleaning and maintenance at the majority of Program sponsored
locations.

To reduce costs associated for cleaning and water recovery completed by private contractors,
MES secured a mobile cleaning trailer for use at oil collection sites. The trailer, equipped with a
power washer, water tanks, and a water recovery system, allows MES staff to thoroughly clean
collection sites and recover the resulting oily water. The mobile cleaning trailer was deployed
throughout CY23 for enhanced cleanings and oily water recovery, resulting in significant savings
to the used oil program when compared to 3rd party contractor cleanings.

MES continually reminds all site hosts that they are responsible for providing day-to-day
monitoring and housekeeping of the tanks. MES staff assists with housekeeping and compliance
as needed, based on the results of the routine site inspections. MES maintains a small full-time
staff to conduct routine site audits and assist with site maintenance and cleaning. Sites are
upgraded, as needed, to improve capacity or operational performance.

Given the concern over the proper disposal of used oil, contaminated oil, and the unauthorized
dumping of trash and hazardous materials, MES continues to urge site hosts to remain in the
Program. Because used oil can be easily contaminated with polychlorinated biphenyls, brake
cleaning fluids, and other readily accessible chemicals, MES and MDE concur that citizens are
better served by local governments staying within the established Program.

Public Outreach
MES and MDE each maintain a webpage with information related to the Program.

MES’s webpage: menv.com/service/used-oil-antifreeze-recycling/

MDE’s webpage: mde.maryland.gov/programs/Land/OilControl/Pages/UsedOilProgram.aspx

From the MES webpage, Marylanders can find the public information number 800-4RECYCLE
(800-473-2925) and an email address to inquire about proper disposal of used oil and antifreeze.
MES also has a listing of collection sites by county. Hundreds of calls were made to the public
information number in 2023, with most callers requesting information on used oil collection
locations.

During CY23, information was provided to the public about the importance of proper handling,
disposal, and recycling of used oil and antifreeze via social media and websites.
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PLANNED ACTIVITIES FOR 2024

Administration
● MDE will continue to fund the Program if oil collection revenue does not cover Program

costs.
● MES will continue to implement the Program.
● MES will manage the oil collection subcontract to ensure conformance with contact

terms and conditions.
● MES will continue the grant program providing financial assistance to upgrade existing

sites.

Operation and Maintenance
● MES will continue annual inspections of participating sites to ensure continued

protection of the environment.
● MES will continue the routine maintenance and cleaning program.
● MES will continue the tank upgrade program by replacing single-wall 275-gallon tanks

with new double-wall tanks.
● MES will explore ways to improve automated monitoring of participating sites to deter

abuse of the facilities.

Public Outreach
● MES will continue updating and linking the used oil recycling pages at www.menv.com
● MES will continue public outreach and education at local county events.
● MES will send annual program reports to statewide solid waste managers and recycling

coordinators.
● MES will continue membership in the Association of Responsible Recyclers while

updating Program participants and citizens with current information, issues, and trends
within the industry.

● MES will explore additional ways to market the Program to the public.
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APPENDIX A

USED OIL and ANTIFREEZE COLLECTION DATA

2023














