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Public Notice

	The Maryland Department of the Environment, Abandoned Mine Land Division will be applying for funds from the U.S. Department of the Interior, Office of Surface Mining for the reclamation of 13 abandoned coal mines in Allegany County.  All funding will be obtained in accordance with Title IV of Surface Mining Control and Reclamation Act of 1977 and the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act.

	An agency must have an approved State Surface Coal Mining Regulatory Program and a State Abandoned Mine Land Reclamation Plan to qualify for funding under these federal programs.  Maryland has had approval of both programs since February 17, 1982.  Funding for the project will originate from the Abandoned Mine Reclamation Fund, which is administered by the Office of Surface Mining.   

	The Abandoned Mine Land Division would like to gather comments on the following projects and/or any other abandoned mine problems in the Maryland Coal Region.  

	A public informational meeting concerning the proposed projects will be held as follows:

July 20, 2026
5:00 P.M.
Maryland Department of the Environment
Land and Materials Administration
Abandoned Mine Land Division
160 South Water Street, Room 107
Frostburg, MD  21532

	Additional information concerning the proposed projects can be obtained by contacting Ms. Shayla Lewis, Abandoned Mine Land Division, 160 South Water St., Frostburg, MD  21532, (301) 689-1461.  Written comments concerning these projects and the Maryland Abandoned Mine Reclamation Program will be received at the public meeting or by mail until July 20, 2026.  Address all comments to the attention of Ms. Shayla Lewis at the address listed above.
	The following is a general description of the proposed reclamation projects, including the location, County, nearest town or physical feature, and nature of the problem. 

1.  Dans Mountain Highwall Project

Location:	The proposed project area is located atop Dans Mountain at the end of Old Miller Rd in Barton, Maryland (39°30'30.28"N, 78°59'2.59"W). The Dans Mountain Highwall Project is located in the Dans Mountain Wildlife Management Area. The highwall is located close to a populated area and shows signs of ATV activity.  

Problem:	Abandoned mine sites, such as this one, are used by ATV riders and this site shows significant signs of ATV use. Highwalls and steep slopes are an attraction for the ATV riders. 

History:	The project area includes previous deep mining and strip-mining operations. Mining activity occurred in the Barton and Harlem coal seams. Three surface mines were mined and abandoned in the early 1960’s. When these surface mines operated, there were minimal regulations on the mining industry and operators could leave a site without reclaiming it after the coal had been removed.

[bookmark: _Hlk89174391]Plan:	The reclamation plan would eliminate the highwalls and regrade the site to remove the steep slopes that are an attraction for the ATV riders.  

[bookmark: _Hlk94860896]2.  West Frostburg Subsidence Project

Location:	The Project encompasses six homes along National Pike (Route 40) in West Frostburg, Allegany County, Maryland (39°39'52.94"N, 78°56'3.91"W). 

Problem:	Over the last several years, the AMLD has had multiple complaints concerning subsidence issues in the area known as West Frostburg. Exploratory drilling was performed in the area in December of 2025 to determine the depth and conditions of the underlying Tyson (Sewickley) coal seam. Based on available mine mapping and approximate known outcrop locations, the area that AMLD would like to address first is a small section encompassing six homes along National Pike (Route 40). This area has had the most recent complaints and subsidence issues in West Frostburg. The AMLD has estimated that the subsidence issues in this area have occurred within a zone of 0 to 50’ of the Tyson coal seam.

History:	The Workman Mine operated in the Pittsburgh seam north of Frostburg from 1918-1946. It consisted of four drift openings and connected to the old Frost Mine and Sol Brode Fuel Mine.  

Plan:	This project involves directional drilling and grouting under six homes along National Pike (Route 40) to stop and prevent subsidence.  

3.  Old Brant Mine Project

Location:	The Old Brant Mine Bat Gate Project is located in Deep Creek Lake State Park, Swanton, MD 21561 (39°31'18.03"N, 79°18'42.66"W). The Old Brant Mine is located on the northwest slope of Meadow Mountain, approximately ¾ of a mile from the Beckman trail head at the camping area gates (near DNR’s headquarters). The Beckman trail that runs to the mine is the most frequently utilized trail at Deep Creek Lake State Park.
	 
Problem:	Mine subsidence has created a vertical opening which provides the public access to the underground mine working. Further, deep depressions have developed above the mine entrance which could also lead to serious injury. 

History:	The Old Brant Mine (1923-1926) operated in the Freeport coal seam by Delphia Brant and George Beckman. The Freeport is an economically important coal seam that is extensively deep mined in Maryland’s coal region. The Old Brant Mine is utilized as an important interpretive feature to not only tell the history and natural resource abundance in the park, but of the region in general. 

Plan:	The vertical opening and subsidence-prone areas will undergo either collapse or excavation. Preliminary drilling will be conducted to determine if the mine portal is suitable for bat hibernaculum. If the mine portal is deemed suitable, a bat gate will be installed on the mine opening.  

4.  Woodland/Staub Run Stream Sealing Project

Location:	The proposed project is located along Klondike Rd SW in Frostburg, Allegany County Maryland (39°36'26.70"N, 78°57'16.99"W). The project is located on the U.S. Geological Survey 7.5 minute series topographic map (Frostburg, Maryland quadrangle). 

Problem:	Woodland Creek and Staub Run are experiencing points of stream loss to underground mine workings.

History:	The Frostburg area was extensively deep mined from 1864 through 1950 by the Consolidation Coal Co. The primary seams mined in the region were the Pittsburgh and Tyson coal seams. Mine maps confirm the presence of Consol No. 7 mine which originated as Ocean No. 7, a drift opening operated by the Consolidation Coal Co. in the Pittsburgh seam at Klondike. Consol No. 7 was operated from 1898-1932.

Plan:	The proposed project would involve sealing the streambed of Woodland Creek and Staub Run to prevent loss of surface water to underground mine workings. 

5.  Earl Mine No. 2 Closure Project

Location:	The Earl Mine No. 2 Closure Project is in Vindex, Garrett County, Maryland (39°24'58.22"N, 79°10'27.26"W). 

Problem:	The project is needed to eliminate public health and safety hazards associated with an open abandoned deep mine portal that is accessible to the general public. The project site exhibits evidence of visitation, indicated by the presence of litter. There are also numerous ATV trails throughout the vicinity. The dangers of open mine portals are well documented and include roof falls, poor air quality, hazardous conditions, danger of getting lost in the abandoned underground workings and other hidden hazards. A gully has formed due to the uncontrolled release of water from the deep mine working boreholes. 

History:	The Earl Mine No. 2 was operated from 1940-1961 by Garrett Coal Co. This mine operated in the Lower Kittanning or Davis 6-ft seam.

Plan:	The proposed project will consist of either installing a bat gate at the portal to prevent entry into the mine or, alternatively, completely backfilling the portal entrance. A controlled channel will be installed to coney water from the auger boreholes to the concrete ditch located at the bottom of the project site. 

6.  Vindex Waterline Extension Project

Location:	The Vindex Waterline Extension Project is located along Route 38 in Vindex, Garrett County, Maryland (39°23'58.68"N, 79°11'55.84"W). 

Problem:	The project is needed to replace water supplies in the Route 38 / Vindex area that are impacted by past mining activity. Many community members have indicated that they can not drink their water and use bottled water for drinking and cooking.  The inability to use water for drinking and cooking creates a public health and safety issue since water is needed to sustain life.  The residents also indicate that their toilets, wash machines and faucets often need replaced or repaired due to iron build up in them.  

History:	The project is located above the Manor Mines which were operated from 1920-1950 by the Manor Coal Co. The Manor Mines heavily deep mined the Kittanning and Parker coal seams. 

Plan:	The project would involve the installation of all waterlines and connections to the affected homes, likely a water tank to service these homes, a pump station to get water to the new tank and an additional public water supply well to help handle the additional demand for the new homes and provide a back-up to the only well providing water to the Kitzmiller area.

7.  Shallmar Landslide III Project

Location:	The Shallmar Landslide III Stabilization Project is located near Kitzmiller, Garrett County, Maryland (39°23'22.17"N, 79°11'50.02"W). 

Problem:	The project is needed to eliminate the public health and safety hazard associated with a landslide.  A large mass of heavily saturated, colluvial material is moving downslope toward the narrow section of Shallmar road.  The material predominantly consists of clay and rock of varying size (sand to boulder). 

History:	The Upper Freeport Coal Seam was heavily deep mined by the Shallmar Mining Company from 1919 to 1971 in the Wolfden Mine. The Wolfden Mine changed ownership several times during its operation. In 2018, a landslide repair occurred adjacent to the current landslide. An underdrain outlet pipe was installed to redirect water from saturating the landslide. The current landslide is directly below this underdrain outlet pipe.  

Plan:	The proposed project will consist of repairing and stabilizing the Shallmar landslide to prevent further sliding from occurring onto Shallmar road. 
 
[bookmark: _Hlk76029735]8.  Evergreen Waterline Extension Project

Location:	The Project site is located at the Evergreen Heritage Center, 15603 Trimble Road, Mount Savage, Allegany County, Maryland at 39°40'56.65"N, 78°52'35.14"W. 

Problem:	Evergreen Heritage Center utilizes a hand-dug well 16 feet deep for their water supply. The water quality of the well has been impacted by abandoned mines in the vicinity. Water samples indicate a low pH along with very high concentrations of sulfate, aluminum, and manganese, all indicative of mining impacts.

History:	In the 1920s, United Big Vein Coal Company installed a hand-dug well approximately 16 feet deep to supply water to the company’s Dinky Steam Engine. The well has been utilized to supply water to the Evergreen house and a caretaker’s house since the 1940s. The Pittsburgh and Little Pittsburgh coal seams were deep mined from the early 1900s to the late 1940s on the Evergreen property.     

Plan:	Extend the public waterline to service the Evergreen home to ensure Evergreen Heritage Center is supplied with a reliable water source of sufficient yield. The project would involve the installation of all waterlines and connections to the affected home. The existing well will be disconnected.

9.  Pritts Well Replacement Project

Location:	The Project site is located at 732 Potomac Camp Road, Oakland, Garret County, Maryland (39°22'10"N, 79°17'03"W). The Pritts Well supplies water to the landowner’s home.

Problem:	The landowner had noted insufficient volume in the residential well and issues with water quality. 

History:	The depth of the void and the thickness of the coal seam makes it nearly certain that the mine void is in the Lower Bakerstown coal seam, a heavily mined seam in the Upper Potomac Coal Basin. Directly to the southwest of the well are a series of nine mine openings. Before 2015, a large pile of gob was located near the openings. The openings and gob pile were attributed to Susanne Mine No. 1, operating in the Lower Bakerstown seam. The area was also extensively strip mined in the late 1950s/early 1960s by Schell Mining Company, which abruptly ended mining operations in 1962. The AML Division completed water samples in November 2023 which showed elevated levels of iron and sulfate which are indicators of impacts from coal mining. 

Plan:	The AMLD proposes to install a new replacement well located nearby to service the home. The work will include drilling and casing through the aquifers contaminated by acid mine drainage and any open mine voids to supply a sufficient recharge rate of clean, potable water. All the needed appurtenances to pump and convey the well water into the residence will also be installed. The existing well will be disconnected. 

10.  Sand Spring Run Subsidence Repair Project

[bookmark: _Hlk181266727]Location:	The project is located along the south east side of Braddock Road across from University Drive at the southern end of Frostburg State University. (39°38'42.96"N, 78°56'9.93"W).  

Problem:	The Tyson coal seam lies approximately 50 feet below the stream. Due to tension cracks and caving, this portion of Sand Spring Run loses water into the abandoned deep mine and has caused the stream to dry up on occasion. The dry stream severely impacts the benthic and aquatic life downstream. The Allegany County sewer line servicing portions of Frostburg traverse the area, and additional subsidence could severely disrupt this service. 

History:	Sand Spring has been heavily deep mined by the McNitt Coal Company and Georges Creek Big Vein Coal Company in the Upper Sewickley or Tyson coal seam. These mines were abandoned in the 1950's.

Plan:	The project will consist of repairing and reconstructing 900 LF of Sand Spring Run to support long term channel stability. 

11. Moores Run Mine Closure Project

Location:	The project is located along Moores Run on Potomac Hollow Rd in Barton, MD. (39°31'43.01"N, 78°59'48.40"W).  

Problem:	A mine portal has recently blown out and water is flowing from the workings. The open portal is located near a county road. The blow out was a result of impounded water. If the opening would restrict flow again, it could lead to another blow out leading to flooding and sedimentation in Moores Run.  

History:	The Potomac Mines consisted of a series of drift openings operated by the Potomac Coal Co. in the Pittsburgh, or Big Vein, and the Bakerstown, or Barton, seams on both sides of Moores Run near Barton. The Potomac Mines were in operation from 1853-1947. Further, the Alvey Moore Mine was operated by Alvie Moore from 1940-1963.

Plan:	The project will consist of constructing a bat gate to prevent access from the public and allow the opening to continue to flow. A temporary access road will have to be installed to access the site. 

12.  Midlothian Coal Waste Stabilization Project

Location:	The Project site is located at Winebrenner Run adjacent to Old Legislative Rd SW, Midlothian, Allegany County, Maryland at 39°37'54.13"N, 78°56'59.17"W. 

Problem:	A 2008 AML Project reclaimed a coal waste pile and stabilized the Winebrenner Run streambank. However, extreme flooding in the Spring of 2025 caused the channel to erode a portion of the waste pile, leaching sediment that now threatens water quality and aquatic life. While nearby homes sit outside the designated floodplain, continued erosion risks land loss, compromised foundations and waste pile stability. Furthermore, downstream sediment deposition increases the risk of future flooding. 

History:	The Bower Tyson Mine was operated by Bowery Coal Co. from 1904-1915 in the Tyson and Pittsburgh seams. In 1916, the Midlothian Coal Co. succeeded Bowery Coal Co. as its operator. The mine ceased operation in 1934 and was dropped from the Annual Reports of the Maryland Bureau of Mines. The Bower Furnace Mine No.2 was operated by the Brophy-Hitchins Coal Co. in the Tyson seam. The Piedmont and Georges Creek Coal Co. operated the mine after May 1921 and continued as owner of the coal while actual mining operations were conducted by the McNitt Coal Co. after 1934 and by the Georges Creek Coal Co. after 1936. By the time it ceased operations in 1935, it was credited with 1,075,384 tons of Tyson coal. 

Plan:	This project will channelize the existing stream to improve hydraulic flow and divert water away from the coal waste pile. To prevent further erosion, the plan includes installing 67 linear feet of imbricated riprap retaining wall and 260 linear feet of protective liner for permanent streambank stabilization. 

13. Seldom Seen Landslide Project

Location:	The project is located near Seldom Seen Road in Lonaconing, MD. (39°33'42.74"N, 78°59'51.38"W). 

Problem:	A landmass containing spoil has slid and is encroaching on a stream. If the problem continues, it could lead to a clogged stream and potential flooding. 

History:	The Big Vein, or Pittsburgh seam was heavily deep mined by the Maryland Coal Co. in the Patton Mine from 1892-1909. From 1909-1912, William Anderson operated a small fuel mine in the outcrop of the Patton Mine in the Big Vein, or Pittsburgh, seam. From 1934-1940 the Pleezing Mine was operated by John Turnbull in the outcrop of the old Patton Mine in the Big Vein seam. The Pleezing Mine was dropped from the Annual Reports of the Maryland Bureau of Mines after 1940. A 1961 map shows a strip mine operation that occurred above the project area. When operations ceased in the late 1960’s, the highwall and spoil material were left unreclaimed.

Plan:	The proposed project will consist of repairing and stabilizing the Seldom Seen landslide to prevent further sliding from occurring into the stream. 
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