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1. Background 
 

CEJSC Background 

 

The Commission on Environmental Justice and Sustainable Communities (CEJSC) was 

first established by Executive Order on January 1,2001 and signed into law on May 22, 

2003. The Commission is a fifteen-member body that includes the following 

representatives: two State legislators, three cabinet secretaries, and ten Governor 

appointees representing six interests groups-environmental advocacy, public health, 

local government, regulated business, impacted community, and the general public with 

expertise and/or interest in environmental Justice. 

 
The CEJSC is tasked with examining environmental justice and sustainable communities 

issues that may be associated with creating healthy, safe, economically vibrant, 

environmentally sound communities for all Marylanders in a manner that allows for 

democratic processes and community involvement. Maryland's approach to 

Environmental Justice (EJ) is consistent with the approach advocated by the United 

States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). EPA calls for States to address 

Environmental Justice issues as appropriate and for improvements in efficiency and 

sustainability in the use of resources and production processes. EPA defines EJ as, 

 
"The fair treatment and meaningful involvement of all people regardless of 

race, color, national origin, or income with respect to the development, 

implementation, and enforcement of environmental laws, regulations, and 

policies." Fair treatment means that no group of people including a r.acial, 

ethnic, or socio-economic group should bear a disproportionate share of the 

negative environmental consequences resultingfrom industrial, municipal, 

and commercial operations or the execution of federal, state, local, and tribal 

programs and policies. 

 
Additionally, Maryland's definition, which builds on EPA's definition, specifically notes 

that all citizens of the State should expect (1) to be protected from public health hazards 

and (2) to have access to the socio-economic resources necessary to address concerns 

about their livelihood and health. 
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2. Commissioners Serving 2018-2019 

 
Ms. Camille Burke, Commission Chair (*Local Government) 

Senator Obie Patterson, State Senate (*State Legislature) 

Delegate Clarence Lam House of Delegates (*State Legislature) 

Secretary Ben Grumbles, Maryland Department of the Environment (*State Agency) 

Secretary Robert Neall, Department of Health and Mental Hygiene (*State Agency) 

Secretary Robert S. Cord, Maryland Department of Planning (*State Agency) 

Secretary Pete Rahn, Maryland Department of Transportation (*State Agency) 

Secretary Michael Gill, Department of Commerce 

Secretary Ken Holt, Department of Housing Community Development (*State 

Agency) 

Mr. Richard Fairbanks (*Impacted Community) 

Mr. Stephan Levitsky (*Impacted Community) 

Ms.Tanvia Gadhia, Environmental Organization 

Ms. Lesliam Quiros-Alcala, Enviromental Health, Exposure Assessment and Children's Health 

Mr. Benoy Thomas, Licensed Social Worker (*Public Interest) 

Ms. Deriece Pate Bennett, General Public 

 
Mr. John Quinn, Constellation Energy (*Regulated Business) 

Ms. Crystal Faison, Business/Affected Community 

Mr. Robert Hackman, Business/Public 

Ms, Paula Dannenfeldt, Business/Public 
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3. Commission Activities January 22, 2019- October 29, 2019 

Membership. 

 
Of the twelve members appointed by the Governor to the Commission, one member must be a 

representative of a business organization, a representative of an environmental organization, a 

health expert, a local government representative, and a person of the general public with interest 

or expertise in environmental justice. At least two of the Governor's Appointees should be 

representatives of an affected community. 

 
There is an effort to balance the representation and generally there is an average of two 

members for each category, even if unofficially. For example, a local government person may 

have a business background; an advocate may specialize in public health issues. 

 

Vacancies frequently occur in the Commission when members make the decision to either 

step down from their position or to leave the Commission entirely. Currently there are several 

vacancies and many remaining members are subject to reappointment. MOE staff is working 

with the Governor's Appointments Office to fill these vacancies. 

 

 
 

Joint CEHPAC Meeting 

The Commission held a joint meeting with the Children's Environmental Health Protection 

Advisory Council on May 28, 2019 per its statutory charge. The organizations shared 

information on recent progress and issues of mutual interest. Full details are outlined in the 

meeting minutes in Appendix C. 
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weather impacts on residents, businesses (including agriculture), infrastructure, and county 

services. Of the more than 60 recommended actions to prepare the county for climate impacts, 

two-thirds came directly from stakeholders, creating a high level of community buy-in. The 

recommendations were adopted by the Kent County Commissioners and the Kent County 

Planning Commission in April 2018. 

Highlights: The vulnerability assessment was undertaken to better inform the multiple planning 

processes that are conducted by the Kent County Planning office. Kent County Planning 

partnered with a local non-profit, the Eastern Shore Land Conservancy, to implement the 

vulnerability assessment. The results were used to augment and improve both the Hazard 

Mitigation Plan and the Comprehensive Plan 

Partners: Eastern Shore Land Conservancy (Brian Ambrette) and Kent County Planning Office 

Outcomes: Completed a thorough participatory stakeholder engagement process. Through the 

stakeholder engagement process, the team compiled a list of recommendations, most of which 

were adopted by the county commissioners and into the County Planning Commission 

comprehensive plan (see Appendix I link below). 

Lessons learned & successes:  The stakeholder engagement  process led to an understanding  of 

the need to prioritize local knowledge alongside science-based observations and projections. 

Community members living in Kent County are knowledgeable about the county science and the 

impacts of flooding and extreme weather on individuals, residents, businesses, and infrastructure. 

To be successful at stakeholder engagement, those leading and facilitating the approach need to 

identify how best to integrate the scientific evidence base and the validity of the information and 

experiences that community members and individuals bring to the table, which may be harder to 

quantify. Kent County was able to navigate that effort which resulted in over 60% of the 

recommendations originating from local stakeholder comments. 

Appendix: (I) Kent County Hazard Mitigation Plan: 

htt ps://W1A,w.kentcounty.com/images/ pd f/planning/2014 Hazard Mitigation Plan Final. pd(  

(2) Eastern Shore Land Conservancy: https: //www.eslc.or g/ 

 

 
Hazard Mitigation Planning in Dorchester County and Talbot County (2016- 2017) 

The Eastern Shore Land Conservancy (ESLC) served on both Dorchester and Talbot Counties' 

steering committees for updating hazard mitigation plans (HMPs). The HMP is required by the 

Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) in order to be eligible for federal disaster 

relief and must be updated every five years. ESLC helped both communities address the threat of 

sea level rise by providing expertise for addressing long-term risk in local land use and capital 

investment decisions. Both county plans were approved by FEMA and adopted by their 

respective county councils. In Dorchester County, ESLC was also a steering committee member 

for their project to inventory and mitigate flood risk for cultural and historic resources. 

http://www.eslc.org/
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