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Objectives

➢At the conclusion of the talk, participants will be able to 

❖ Describe the public health significance of Radon in Maryland

❖ Provide clients with information about State and Federal resources 

related to Radon

❖ Understand prevention and mitigation strategies and the importance 

of testing homes for Radon
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Lung Cancer in Maryland
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Smoking Rates by State
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https://maps.health.maryland.gov/phpa/eh/radon/


Where Does Radon Come From?

➢Natural decay product of Uranium → Thorium →

Radium → Radon

➢Alpha (a) emitter with short half-life
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Radon in Nature

➢ Most soils in the United States contain between 200 and 2,000 pCi of radon per 

liter of soil air (range 20 - >100,000 pCi/L)

➢ Outdoor air ranges from less than 0.1 pCi/L to about 30 pCi/L, but it probably 

averages about 0.2 pCi/L

➢ Radon in indoor air <1 pCi/l to about 3,000 pCi/L

➢ The amount of radon dissolved in ground water ranges from about 100 to 

nearly 3 million pCi/L
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Talking With Your Patients About Radon
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Source:  Reducing the Risk from Radon: Information 

and Interventions



Health Effects of Radon
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(Source: https://www.epa.gov/radon/health-risk-radon )



Outreach Efforts

• Maryland Department of Health and Maryland Department 

of the Environment working together to increase 

awareness, testing

• Print Flyers

• Social Media

• Health Care Providers
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What Should You Tell Your Patients?
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Radon-Resistant New Construction
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(Source:  https://www.epa.gov/radon/radon-resistant-construction-basics-and-techniques)



https://phpa.health.maryland.gov

Maryland Department of Health

Prevention and Health Promotion Administration
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https://phpa.health.maryland.gov/

