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sbestos

This newdletter is on the MDE website: www.mde.state.md.us/arma

News Flask: The MWargland Department of the Envincnment (MDE)

¢o mouing to the old Montgomeny Ward catalog distribution center on
Washington Bowlevard, acrnoss fnom Coarmnall Park. Please check nent
month s wewsletter jor the MDE s new addness, plione numbers, ete.

TheFifth Annual National Asbestos Conference sponsored by MDE and the National
Conferenceof State L egislatures(NCSL) washeldin Baltimorefrom March 3-6. This
conferencewasoriginally scheduled for September but was postponed dueto the Sept.
11 tragedies. Therewere 160 attendeesfrom local, state and federal agenciesthat regu-
|ate asbestos— thelargest turnout sincethefirst conferencein 1997 in San Antonio. The
attendance, which hasincreased every year, demonstrated to everyoneinvolved that as-
bestosisstill aproblem, though the Environmental Protection Agency has continued to
lower funding levelsfor asbestos programs.

Dr. William Sanders, EPA’sdirector of the Office of Pollution Prevention and Toxics,
indicated that the problems encountered after the World Trade Center (WTC) disaster,
EPA may need to rethink its approach to asbestos funding and programs. A number of
guestionswererai sed about the approved methodsfor fiber analyss, whichlook for only
long fibers and not the short, thinfibersfound in great abundance at theWTC site.

Questions of toxicity of short versuslong fibers, chrysotilefibersversusthe am-
phibolefibers, etc. need to be studied so that risk assessment methods can be further
refined. The current risk assessment methods addresstherisk with thelong thin fibers
for lung cancer and mesothelioma. Thereisagreat deal of disagreement on thetoxic-
ity of the short fibers and whether these are a problem. The EPA and the Occupa-
tional Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) regulate all the asbestosfibersat the
samelevel for variousreasons. Many countriesin the European Union regul ate the
fibersdifferently, with crocidolite and amosite considered to be moretoxic than chryso-
tile. The American Conference of Government Industrial Hygienists (ACGIH — pub-
lishers of the TLV S®) also have different recommended TLV S® for serpentine—
chrysotile and amphibole— amosite, crocidolite, etc.




SCHOOLS ...

The school that wasthe subject of " Tae number
2" fromtheMarch 2001 newd etter just paid MDE
$50,000 to settle the case. This was the school,
where officialschoseto usean unlicensed contrac-
tor to remove asbestos and not take many of the
required precautions necessary to remove asbes-
tos properly and prevent exposuresto persons. As
it hasbeen said beforeand | will say again, "The
department takesadim and expensiveview of us-
ing unlicensed contractors.”

Remember "Talenumberl" fromthesamenews-
letter? 1N December, the EPA issued ashow cause
order to the public agency that |eased spacetothe
four nonpublic schools. The EPA iscurrently nego-
tiating with the public agency on how the problem
will be corrected and how much the pendty will be.
The schoolsreceived Notices of Noncompliance
(NONs) for their failureto comply with therequire-
mentsof AHERA.

MDE hasreceived anumber of complaintsfrom
parents, teachers, and other staff about "asbes-
tosintheschool.” Most of thesehad novalid basis
but thisissomething that can only be determined
after thecomplaintisinvestigated. However, many
of thesewereredly effortson the part of the per-
sonscomplaining to have someonefromthe" state’
comeout and ook at aproblemthat had nothing to
do with asbestos. Many of these are actually in-
door air complaintsand asbestosisbrought into
get MDE'sattention.

Onecomplaint in particular involved remova of
nonasbestos materialsin aboiler room last sum-
mer, but the school was percelved ashaving indoor
air problems. One recent complaint from alot of
parents and staff involved an abatement job that
wasto start and therewasalevel of concernamong
themany complainants. Evidently, thecomplainants
weren't really aware of thejob until they saw the
natification Sgnsgo up. MDE strongly recommends
that schoolsnotify parents, sudentsand staff about
planned projectsasfar ahead of timeaspossible
andgivedetals.

MDE's Asbestos Accreditation and School As-
sgtanceDivisonisingpecting schoolsandfindinga
few issuescommontoal. Thenamesof the custo-
dia and maintenance peopletrained inthetwo-hour
awareness course are not recorded in the manage-
ment plan. Thereisa soanannual refresher training
requirement by OSHA. However, OSHA officias
have not said how long thetraining should be, but
MDE suggestsat least 20-30 minutesfor refresher
training. If any of your peoplehave beentrainedin
thetwo-day O& M course, therefresher require-
mentisat least four hours(COMAR 26.11.21.13).

The 2-hour awarenesstraining can be given by
anyone and the instructor can use videos, lec-
ture, etc., to providetherequired training. These
persons may do no asbestos work, but rather
should act asyour eyesand earsinthebuilding. It
isimportant that these folks know where the as-
bestosisand how to use the management plan so
that they can ensurethat service personscoming to
work inthebuilding do not disturb asbestos-con-
tainingmaterids.

There is an incorrect rumor circulating that
schoolsdon't need to sampleaboveceilingtiles
and that you don't haveto sample surfacing mate-
ria on ceilings. Check existing management plans,
especidly recently those prepared recently to seeif
thisisthecaseinyour facility.

Speaking of management plans, don't forget to
includetheannua dated notification before sending
itto MDE. Makesurethat thetraining for the des-
ignated personisincludedintheplan.

By theway, two private schoolson the Eastern
Shorejust received NONsbecausethey didn't have
training for the designated person, did not have an
updated copy of their management planinthe of-
ficeandfailedto notify all required to benotified.
These NONsare not asking for apenalty unless
the school srepeat theseviolationsor fail to make
thecorrectionsintime. Theseingpectionsweredone
by Harry Boyer from EPA/Region 111.




ASBESTOS
FOR ALL ...

TheMid-Atlantic Regiona Environmental Con-
sortium (MAREC) hdditsannua meetingonMarch
3inBaltimore. Virginiaofficials presented an up-
date regardingthe F& M dgituation. TheSateistill
working onitsenforcement caseand really couldn’t
discussdetails, athough the newsabout F& M has
spread and anumber of peoplewerecominginto
turnintheir fraudulent certificates.

Thegood newsisthat after fiveyears, Virginia
hasfindly put regulationsin placerequiringthetrain-
ing providersto notify thestate 48 hoursin advance
of having aclassand requiring that thetraining ros-
ter beturned inwithin 24 hoursafter theclass. This
should hel ptheir enforcement effortssignificantly.

The MAREC website hosted by the Pennsylva-
niaDepartment of Labor & Industry isback inbus-
ness. It can befound at www.dli.state.pa.us/mrc/
ste/default.asp. Thetraining providersin Regions
[, I and 1l arelisted. It needs updating by the Re-
gion 11 jurisdictions, which should bedoneby the
middleof April.

All of the presentationsfrom the National As-
bestos Conferencewill beon thewebstefor NCSL
(www.ncsl.org) and MDE’s website at
www.mde.state.md.us/ar ma, thenclick “ Air Pro-
grams’ and thenon* Asbestos,” whereyouwill see
alink for “2002 National Asbestos Conference.”
The presentations will be there in the Adobe®
Reader™ format and also in the original
Powerpoint® formet.

Mike Beard and Bruce Harvey from Research
Trianglelngtitute (RT1) discussed ashestosandysis
methods and the accreditation processfor labora-
tories. RTI hasruntheNationa Voluntary Labora-
tory Accreditation Program (NVLAP) that schools
must usefor bulk samples. For moreinformation
go towww.nist.gov/nvlap. Hereyou canfind the

currently accredited labsand contact information
for each one. Thisdirectory also containsthelabs
accredited to perform U.S. EPA’'sInterim Trans-
mission Electron Microscopy Anaytical Method
(TEM) to determine compl etion of response ac-
tionsin 40 CFR, Part 763, Subpart E, Appendix
A. Inother wordsthe TEM analysisrequired for
clearanceair samplesin aschool when aresponse
action exceedsaNESHAP quantity.

Theother point of information that Beard wanted
toremind all attendees, wasthat itisnot permis-
sibleto convert structuresymm? to fibers/cc®. This
conversionisnot correct contrary to what one may
have seen on websitesthat related to sampling at
theWTC. Andthereisnoactionlevel for asbestos
aswas mentioned on somesitesdescribing thelev-
elsfound when sampling for asbestosat the WTC.

Beard and Harvey strongly recommend that if
youfindfloor tiletestsnegative by PLM, then ask
foraTEM anaysis. They explained that floor tile
frequently yieldsfal se negatives because of “ short-
range’ chrysotilefiber bundles, low color contrast
between chrysotileand thetile matrix, low asbes-
tospercentagesand appreciadletitanium oxidepig-
ment asinterference.

Incidentally theerror rateon nonfriablefloor tile
samplesis 7.2 percent for NVLAP and 9.8 per-
centfor AIHA.

The other samplesthat causefalse negativesare
ceilingtilewith 2 percent short-fiber chrysotile, NV-
LAPerrorrateis17.2 percent and AIHA is64.7
percent. Acoustica spray with 2-3 percent chryso-
tilehad aNVLAP error rate of 14.6 percent and
AlIHA error rate of 29.7 percent. Floor tilewith
0.7 percent floor tileyieldedaNVLAP error rate
of 39.7 percent!




TRAINING
PROVIDERS ...

Thank you to everyonewho attended last week's
meeting. If anyonewho missed the meeting, wants
the handouts, please contact Mardel Knight at
(410)631-3801. Those who attended got asneak
peak at the presentationsfrom the conference.

The not so good news from the National Con-
ferenceisthat there don't seemto be any foresee-
ablechangesin thetraining requirements because
OSHA isdgtill requiring theoneday refresher course
for workersand supervisors. Until EPA and OSHA
agree on training requirements, there will be no
changes. Thedanger indl of thisisthat theMAPIs
an 8-year-old Interim Ruleand the EPA isinclined
tojust makethesefinal ruleswithout any changes.
So there may be no changesto the MAP!

Socia security numbersarerequiredfor dl train-
ees. Pleaseremember not to issueaphoto 1D card
to anyonewho does not provide asocial security
number. Keepinmind that thisruleistruefor O& M
traineesaswell.

Whenfillinginthe photo ID card inventory por-
tion of the gpplication, pleasekeepthefollowingin
mind:

*Thenumbersarefor theyear prior to the date of
theapplication.

*Cardsissued arethe cardsthat youissuedtotrain-
€ees.

*Cards on hand is the number of cards that you
havethat have not been used.

*Cards received are the cards that we issued to
you during theyear prior to the date of the applica-
tion.

REMEMBERTOATTACH THEPICTURES
TOTHESUBMITTALS!

NET NIBBLES ...

Thereare severa websitesthat can providesome
great picturesand information on ashestos. Sena-
tor Patty Murray (D-Wash.) held hearingslast sum-
mer on workplace exposureto ashestos. Thetran-
scripts and videos from various speakers can be
found at http://murray.senate.gov/asbestos.html.
Thereisasoalink fromthiswebsiteto the Seattle
Pogt-1 ntelligencer anditsseriesof articleson as-
bestosin general and Libby, Mont., in particular.
TheU.S. Geological Servicessiteiswww.usgs.gov
and hasinformation on imports of asbestos, etc.
Gotowww.epa.gov/swerrinms/ahec/summary.htm
for information from aconferencelast year on as-
bestos health effects (May 24-25).

STATESIDE ...

Therewill benoinitial asbestoscoursesfor state
employees until further notice.

If youwishtoreceiveany AOC funding for as-
bestos proj ects, you need to submit the manage-
ment plansfor your facilities. The plan must beap-
proved before any fundscan be awarded. Projects
are being chosen now for the next fiscal year. The
new management planformsfor satefacilitiesonly
will be onthe MDE website by the end of March.

If you cannot download these, call Becky MacE-
wen at 410.631.3801 for assistance.

May 2002
April 2002
2 Auto Worker
21 Auto Worker
30 Worker R

4 Supervisor R

If you must cancel, call
Janice Lafon at
(410)631-3801,0r (800)
633-6101,-3801, or
email:
jlafon@mde.state.md.us

June 2002

4 Supervisor R
13 BIMPR




