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Annual Water Quality Report

Reporting Period January 1, 2018 to December 31, 2018

Howard County Drinking Water

Access to clean water is a necessity and a human right. That is why we work hard to ensure that eve-
ryone in Howard County has access to quality drinking water. Our Bureau of Utilities is charged with
conducting regular tests and publishing their results for the public.

This Consumer Confidence Report is a detailed summary of our community’s drinking water quality.
You will be able to learn more about how we make sure our water is clean and safe, and from where it
is sourced.

| want to extend my thanks to every Howard County employee who works diligently in all types
weather to protect our water quality and ensure uninterrupted service. They are the reason we have
the most reliable water supply in the region so that we can all safely enjoy drinking from the tap.

Calvin Ball,
Howard County Executive

il <R

e s S 3 & §  Howard county is pleased to present to you this year's Water
s ~ S S Quality Report. This report is designed to inform ypu about the
. ; quality water and services we deliver to you every day. Our
constant goal is to provide you with a safe and dependable supply
of drinking water. We want you to understand the\efforts our
3 water suppliers make to continually improve the water treatment
0y Pprocess and protect our water resources. We are committed to
" ensuring the quality of your water. Our water sources are surface
water from the Liberty Reservoir on the North Branch of the
Patapsco River and the Loch Raven Reservoir on the main stream
of the Gunpowder Fall purchased from Baltimore City and surface
water from the Patuxent River purchased from the Washington

Suburban Sanitary Commission

DEAR VALUED CUSTOMER,

Howard County residents, businesses, and guests continue to enjoy the highest quality drinking water in the region. In response to the moderate
winter weather along with historic amount of rainfall experienced this past year by the region our motivated and well-trained staff were on con-
tinuous duty, promptly repairing broken water mains, and addressing damaged service lines. Our core responsibility is to proactively work each
day to ensure critical water services are reliably provided on a 24/7 basis. Our mission is to provide high quality, safe and dependable drinking
water to each of our valued customers. We hope you find this report informative and reassuring. In coordination with our regional water suppli-
ers, the City of Baltimore and the Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission, we constantly strive to deliver the highest quality water supply
service. The heightened national focus on the state of critical infrastructure is taken seriously and in Howard County our drinking water systems
are expertly assessed for physical condition, proactively maintained to the highest standards, and considered for efficient rehabilitation or re-
placement in our long term capital improvement programming. Please do not hesitate in contacting your Howard County Bureau of Utilities
team at 410-313-4900 for more information, or visit our updated web page at:
hitps: //www.howardcountymd.gov/Departments/Public-Works /Bure
Art Shapiro, PE, PMP

Chief, Bureau of Utilities
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TEST RESULTS - HOWARD COUNTY—PSWID o130002

Volatile Organic Chemicals

Substance MCLG MCL Range (LRAA) Average | Violation Major Sources

Total THM's n/a 8oppb 27.4 - 99.2ppb 47ppb No Byproduct of drinking water chlorination
HAA(s) n/a 6oppb 23.9 - 45.9 ppb 34ppb No Byproduct of drinking water chlorination

WHERE YOUR WATER COMES FROM

If you live in the North Laurel area, east of
Interstate 95 and south of Patuxent Range
Road, your water originates from the
Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission
in Laurel. If you live anywhere else in Howard
County and are connected to the public water
supply, your water originates from Baltimore
City. As a “Consecutive Water System”,
Howard County purchases water from
Baltimore City and the Washington Suburban
Sanitary Commission. Most of the analyses are
performed at their water quality laboratories.
The table inside this brochure shows the
results of monitoring for the period of January
1 to December 31*, 2016.

Baltimore Supply
: Route 40 North

O No County Water Service

. Baltimore Water
@ wsscwater

/
WSSC Supply % Map by John Schaeffer

LEAD AND COPPER TESTING - HOWARD COUNTY

Water is below detection levels when it leaves the water treatment plant for lead and copper, but lead and copper can be
released when the water comes in contact with pipes and plumbing fixtures in homes and buildings that contain lead and/
or copper. The USEPA requires testing of the water distribution system for lead and copper at the tap. Howard County is
required to sample 51 sites and of these s1 sites, 90% of the samples must have lead and copper levels less than the Action
Level set by EPA, 0.015 mg/1 or 15 parts per billion for lead and 1.3 mg/l or 1.3 parts per million for copper. The results of
the sampling in 2014 are shown below. Howard County’s lead and copper levels are consistently below the Action Level set
by EPA. The next scheduled sampling for Lead and Copper will be performed dunng the summer of 2020. Check out our

web  page specific to lead in drmlqng water at: b

Contaminant Action Level 90" Percentile Value
Lead 15 ppb o.u ppb
Copper 1.3 ppm o ppm

If present, elevated levels of lead can cause serious health problems, especially for pregnant women and young children.
Lead in drinking water is primarily from materials and components associated with service lines and home plumbing. How-
ard County’s Bureau of Utilities is responsible for providing high quality drinking water, but cannot control the variety of
materials used in plumbing components. When your water has been sitting for several hours, you can minimize the potential
for lead exposure by flushing your tap for 30 seconds to 2 minutes before using water for drinking or cooking. If you are con-
cerned about lead in your drinking water, you may wish to have your water tested. Information on lead in drinking water,
testing methods, and steps you can take to minimize exposure is available from the EPA Safe Drinking Water Hotline at 1-800-
426-4791 or at http://water.epa.gov/drink/info/lead/.”

Some people may be more vulnerable to contaminants in drinking water than the general population. Immuno-compromised persons such
as persons with cancer undergoing chemotherapy, persons who have undergone organ transplants, people with HIV/AIDS or other immune
system disorders, some elderly, and infants can be particularly at risk from infections. These people should seek advice about drinking water
from their health care providers. EPA/CDC guidelines on appropriate means to lessen the risk of infection by cryptosporidium and other
microbiological contaminants are available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline at 1-800-426-4791.

Waivers

The Maryland Department of the Environment has granted the City of Baltimore ﬁoﬂto@g waivers for the following compounds:
2,3,7,8-TCDD (Dioxin), Endothall, Diquat,Glyphosphate, Asbestos and Cyanide. :




