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2016 Town Of Berlin Annual Drinking Water Quality Report
IS MY WATER SAFE?

We are pleased to present this year's Annual Water Quality
Report (Consumer Confidence Report) as required by the Safe
Drinking Water Act (SDWA). This report is designed to provide
details about where your water comes from, what it contains,
and how it compares to standards set by regulatory agencies.
This report is a snapshot of last year's water quality. We are com-
mitted to providing you with information because informed
customers are our best allies.

DO I NEED TO TAKE SPECIAL PRECAUTIONS?
Some people may be more vulnerable to contaminants in

drinking water than the general population. Immuno-compro-
mised persons such as persons with cancer undergoing
chemotherapy, persons who have undergone organ transplants,
people with HIV/AIDS or other immune system disorders,
some elderly, and infants can be particularly at risk from infec-
tions. These people should seek advice about drinking water
from their health care providers. EPA/Centers for Disease Con-
trol (CDC) guidelines on appropriate means to lessen the risk
of infection by Cryptosporidium and other microbial contami-
nants are available from the Safe Water Drinking Hotline (800-
426-4791).

WHERE DOES MY WATER COME FROM?
The Town of Berlin pumps your drinking water from three

separate wells in town,   The source of this water is the
Pocomoke aquifer, which is ground water drawn from about
125 feet below the earth's surface. An aquifer is somewhat like
an underground sponge composed of rocks, sand and of course
water. The area between the surface and the water helps to filter
and purify the water before it actually reaches the aquifer and
pumped into our system.

SOURCE WATER ASSESSMENT AND ITS AVAILABILITY
The Town of Berlin has completed its well head protection

report and passed an ordinance establishing protection areas
and criteria. A copy of the well head protection program and or-
dinance is available at town hall.

WHY ARE THERE CONTAMINANTS IN MY DRINKING WATER?
Drinking water, including bottled water, may reasonably be

expected to contain at least small amounts of some contami-
nants. The presence of contaminants does not necessarily indi-
cate that water poses a health risk. More information about
contaminants and potential health effects can be obtained by
calling the Environmental Protection Agency's (EPA) Safe
Drinking Water Hotline (800-426-4791).

The sources of drinking water (both tap water and bottled
water) include rivers, lakes, streams, ponds, reservoirs, springs,
and wells. As water travels over the surface of the land or
through the ground, it dissolves naturally occurring minerals

and, in some cases, radioactive material, and can pick up sub-
stances resulting from the presence of animals or from human
activity: microbial contaminants, such as viruses and bacteria,
that may come from sewage treatment plants, septic systems,
agricultural livestock operations, and wildlife; inorganic con-
taminants, such as salts and metals, which can be naturally oc-
curring or result from urban stormwater runoff, industrial, or
domestic wastewater discharges, oil and gas production, min-
ing, or farming; pesticides and herbicides, which may come
from a variety of sources such as agriculture, urban stormwater
runoff, and residential uses; organic Chemical Contaminants,
including synthetic and volatile organic chemicals, which are
by-products of industrial processes and petroleum production,
and can also come from gas stations, urban stormwater runoff,
and septic systems; and radioactive contaminants, which can be
naturally occurring or be the result of oil and gas production
and mining activities. In order to ensure that tap water is safe
to drink, EPA prescribes regulations that limit the amount of cer-
tain contaminants in water provided by public water systems.
Food and Drug Administration (FDA) regulations establish lim-
its for contaminants in bottled water which must provide the
same protection for public health.
HOW CAN I GET INVOLVED?

We want our valued customers to be informed about their
water utility. If you want to learn more, please feel free to contact
Marvin Smith, Superintendent of Water at 410-641-2414 or email
him at msmith@berlinmd.gov.
SOURCE WATER PROTECTION TIPS

Protection of drinking water is everyone’s responsibility. You
can help protect your community’s drinking water source in
several ways:

•Eliminate excess use of lawn and garden fertilizers and pes-
ticides - they contain hazardous chemicals that can reach your
drinking water source.

•Pick up after your pets.
•If you have your own septic system, properly maintain

your system to reduce leaching to water sources or consider con-
necting to a public water system.

•Dispose of chemicals properly; take used motor oil to a re-
cycling center.

•Volunteer in your community. Find a watershed or well-
head protection organization in your community and volunteer
to help. If there are no active groups, consider starting one. Use
EPA’s Adopt Your Watershed to locate groups in your commu-
nity, or visit the Watershed Information Network’s How to Start
a Watershed Team.

•Organize a storm drain stenciling project with your local
government or water supplier. Stencil a message next to the
street drain reminding people “Dump No Waste-Drains To
River”or “Protect Your Water.” Produce and distribute a flyer

for households to remind residents that storm drains dump di-
rectly into your local water body.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION FOR LEAD
If present, elevated levels of lead can cause serious health

problems, especially for pregnant women and young children.
Lead in drinking water is primarily from materials and compo-
nents associated with service lines and home plumbing. Town
of Berlin is responsible for providing high quality drinking
water, but cannot control the variety of materials used in plumb-
ing components. When your water has been sitting for several
hours, you can minimize the potential for lead exposure by
flushing your tap for 30 seconds to 2 minutes before using water
for drinking or cooking. If you are concerned about lead in your
water, you may wish to have your water tested. Information on
lead in drinking water, testing methods, and steps you can take
to minimize exposure is available from the Safe Drinking Water
Hotline or at http://www.epa.gov/-safewater/lead.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION FOR NITRATE
Nitrate in drinking water at levels above 10 ppm is a health

risk for infants of less than six months of age. High nitrate levels
in drinking water can cause blue baby syndrome. Nitrate levels
may rise quickly for short periods of time because of rainfall or
agricultural activity. If you are caring for an infant, you should
ask for advice from your health care provider.

WATER QUALITY DATA TABLE
In order to ensure that tap water is safe to drink, EPA pre-

scribes regulations which limit the amount of contaminants in
water provided by public water systems. The table below lists
all of the drinking water contaminants that we detected during
the calendar year of this report. Although many more contam-
inants were tested, only those substances listed below were
found in your water. All sources of drinking water contain
some naturally occurring contaminants. At low levels, these
substances are generally not harmful in our drinking water. Re-
moving all contaminants would be extremely expensive, and
in most cases, would not provide increased protection of public
health. A few naturally occurring minerals may actually im-
prove the taste of drinking water and have nutritional value at
low levels. Unless otherwise noted, the data presented in this
table is from testing done in the calendar year of the report. The
EPA or the State requires us to monitor for certain contaminants
less than once per year because the concentrations of these con-
taminants do not vary significantly from year to year, or the
system is not considered vulnerable to this type of contamina-
tion. As such, some of our data, though representative, may be
more than one year old. In this table you will find terms and
abbreviations that might not be familiar to you. To help you
better understand these terms, we have provided the defini-
tions below the table.
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Note: Test results are for year 2016 or as otherwise indicated; all contaminants are not required to be tested for annually.

For More Information, Please Contact:
Contact Name: Marvin Smith • Address: 10 William Street, Berlin, MD 21811
Phone: 410-641-3845 • Fax: 410-641-3576 • E-Mail: msmith@berlinmd.gov

A copy of report can be obtained at Berlin Town Hall, Berlin Library and at www.berlinmd.gov.
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