
2016 Water QualitY

Consumer Confidence RePort

Pine Hill Water ComPanY 008-0036

ls my water safe?

Last year, as in years past, yourtap water met all U.s. Environrnental Proteclion Agenc;y (EPA) and state clrirking water health standards Pine Hill water

company vigilantly sateguards its water supplies and cnce again we are proud to report that our system has rot violated a maximum contaminant level or

any other water qualitY standard.

Do I need to take special precautions?

some people may be more vulnerable to contaminants in drinking waterthan the general population. lmmuno-compromised persons such as persons with

cancer undergoing chemotherapy, persons who have undergonirgan transplanG people with Hlv/AIDS or,other.immune system disorders, some elderly'

andinfantscanbepartrcuta|.ry,t',lrt frominfections.Ttrese"peopleinouldseekadliceaboutdrinkingwa|:rfromtheirhealthcareproviders 
EPA/centers

ior Disease Control (cDC) guidelines on appropriate nreans to lessen the risk of infect on by Cryptosporidium and other microbial contaminants are available

from the Safe Water Ddnking Hotline (8004264791)

Where does my water come from?

The water provided to you is taken from the Magothy t\quifer a confined aquifer. A "confined aquifer" rs crre whose water is separated lrom the surface

water table by an impermeable layer of rock or clay and is therefore not under the direct influence of pollutants that might be contained in surface water

sources, such as slreams or riveri. Water from a confined aquifer tends to be harde.r (i e., have a greater mineral content) because minerals dissolve Into

the water as it filters through the subsurface layers of rock, sand, and limeslone. In fad, it is this natural f lering process which yields the clean,

contaminanlfree water we are able to provideio you. In contrast, most suirace water sources (rivers, streranrs, and reservoirs) require processing in a

treatment plant to yield the same quality water we provide to you naturally

Source water assessment and its availabili$

Source water Assessment was conducted by the Marl,land Department of the Environment's Water Supply Program lt is avallable through the water supply

program by calling 1 (800) 633-6101

Why are there contaminants in my drinking wateri'

Drinking water, inc udrng bottled water, may reasonably be expected to contain at least small amounts of some conlaminants, The presence of contaminants

does not necessarily lndrcate that water poses a health risk. More information about contaminants and potential health effects can be obtained by calling the

Environmental protection Agency,s (EpA) Safe Drinking water Hotline (80c)4264791) The sources of d:inl,ing water (both tap water and bottled water)

include rivers, rakes, streams, ponds, reservorrs, spnrgs, and wells. As water travels over the surface of ther land or through the ground, it dissolves naturally

occurring minerals and, In some cases, radioactive mraterial, and can pick up substances resulting from tie presence of animals or from human acttvtty'

Microbial contaminants, such as viruses and bacteria, that may come from sewage treatment plants, septic systems, agricultural ilvestock operations' and

wildlife. lnorganiccontaminants,suchassaltsandmetals,wfrichcanbeniaturallyoccurringorresult fromurban.stormwaterrunoff,industrial,ordomestlc

wastewaterdischarges, oil and gas production, mining orfarming. pesticides and herbicides which may comefrom a variety of sources such as agnculture'

urban stormwater runoft, and residential uses. Organic chemicai Contaminants, including synthetic and volalrle organic chemrcals, which are by-products of

ndustrial processes and petroleum production, and c;an also come from gas stations, urbln stormwater runofl, and septic systems Radioactive

contaminants, which can be naturally occuning or be the result of oil and gas production and mining activitiels In order to ensure that tap water is safe to

irink, EpA prescribes regulations tnat timit thJamount of certain contaminants in water provided by public v/ater systems Food and Drug Administration

(FDA) regulations estabttsh limits for contaminants in bottled water which must provide the same protection for public health

Lead Statement

lf present, elevated revers of lead can cause serious hearth probrems, especially for pregnant women ariJ young children Lead in drinking water is primarily

from mate.als and components associated with service lines and home plumbing Pine Hill water company is responsible for providing high quallty

drinking water, but cannot control the variety of materials used in plumbing components. when your watsr has been sitting for several hours, you can

minimize the potential for lead exposure by flushing your tap for 3b seconis to 2 minutes before usrng water for drinking or cooking lf you are concerned

aboutleadinyourdrinklngwater,youmaywishtohaveyourwatertested. Informationonleadindrinkingrvater,testingmethods,andstepsyoucantaketo



minimize exposure is available from the EpA Safe Drinfting water Hotline at 1-8004264791 or at httpl//www epa,gov/safewater/lead

How can I get Involved?

The most impo(ant lmpact tne consumer can have on the water supply is to recognize the finite nature of our water supply and to practlce water

conservation PrinciPles.

Water QualitY Data Table

The table below lists all ot the drinking water contaminants that we detected during the calendar year of this report, unless otherwise indicated The presence

of contaminants in the water does not necessarily indicate that the water poses a health iirt unlttt othenwis;e noted, the data presented in this table is from

testingdoneinthecalendaryearofthereport. TheEpAorthestaterequirersustomonitorforcertainconlarninantslessthanonceperyearbecausethe

conce-ntrations of these contaminants do not change frr:quently

Definitions:
(1) Maximum contaminant Level (McL): the highest level of a contaminant allowed to be present in drinking water

(2) Maximum contaminant Level Goal (MCLG): the level of contaminant in drinking water below which' there is

no known or exPected health risk

(3) Acfion Leye/: the concentration of a contaminilnt, which if exceeded, triggers treatment or other rsqJlremenls'

which the system must follow

y41 mglt milligrans per 'iter or oans per million

15; ugll: m;crograms per llter, or parts per orllron

(6) mrem/yr millirems per year (a measure of radiation absorbed by ther body)

(7) pci/|. picocuries per liter (a measure of radiation)

i8t ;sO f pn considers 50 pCi/yr a level of concern for Beta particles

Tap water samples were collected from

nomes throughout the service area and

tested for lead and c
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Executive Summary
PINE HILL
008.0036

The Maryland Department rrf the Environment's Water Supply Program (WSP) has conducted

Source Water Assessmenis for fifty-seven community water systems in Charles rlounty, including Pine Hill

water system. The required components of this report as described in Maryland's Source Water

Assessment program iSWnp) are 1) delineation of an area that contributes water to the source, 2)

identification of p-otential sources of contamination, and 3) determination of the susceptibility of the water

supply to contamination. Recommendations for protecting the drinking water s;upply conclude this report.

The water supply sources of the community systems in Charles County are naturally protected

confined aquifers of the Atlantic Co;rstal Plain physiographic province. The Pine Hill water system is

currenly using one well that pumps water from the Magothy Formatron. The Siource Water Assessment

area was delineated by the WSp using U.S. EPS approved methods specifically designed for water supplies

in confined aquifers.

potential sources of contarnination were researched and identified within the assessment area

from field inspections, contaminant and well rnventory databases, and land us{l rnaps. Well lnformation and

water quality data were also reviewed. A map showing the Source Water Assessment areas are available

0n reouest.

The susceptibility analysis is based on a review of the existing water quality data for each water

system, the presence of potential sources of contamination rn the individual as;sessment areas, well

integrity, and aquifer characteristics. lt was determined that the Pine Hill watr:r supply is not susceptible to

coniaminants originating at the land surface due to the protected nature of confined aquifers The

susceptibility of the water supply to radon, naturally occurring element, wrll depend upon the final MCL that

is adopted for this contaminant

For more information please contact:

Ed Crooks

14-E lrongate Drive

Waldorf, MD 20602

(301) 645-2798


