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ls my water safe?

Last year as in years past, your tap wal.er met all U S. Envirrnmental Protec;tion Agenc;y (EPA) and state clrinking water health standards Tip Hill Water

Company vigilantly safeguards its water supplies and once ergain we are proud to report that our system has not violated a maximum contaminant level or

any other water quality standard.

Do I need to take special precautions?

Scme people may be more vulnerable tc contaminants in drinking water than the general popu ation. lmmunc-compromised persons such as persons with

cancer undergoing chemotherapy, persrlns who have underqone organ transplants, perple with HIV/AIDS or other immune system dlsorders, some elderly,

and infants can be particularly at risk from infections. These people should seek advice about orinking watr:r from their health care providers. EPA/Centers

for Disease Control (CDC) guidelines on appropriate means to lessen the risk of infectirrn by Cryptosporidium and other rnicrobial contaminants are available

fnrm the Safe Water Drinking Hotline (83042641'91)

Where does my water come from?

Tre water provided to you is taken from the Patapsco Aquife:r, a confined aquifer. A "confined aquifel' is one whose water is separated from the surface

water table by an impermeable layer of rock or clay and is therefore not undr:r the direct influence of pollutants that mighl be contained in surface water

sources,suchasstreamsorrivers. Waterfromaconfinedaqurfertendstobeharder(i e.,haveagreaterrnineral conlent) becausemineralsdissolveinto

the water as it filters through the subsurface layers of rock, sand, and limestone. In fact, it is this natural filtering process which yields lhe clean,

contaminantJree water we are able to provide to you. In contrast, most surface water sources (rivers, strerams, and reservoirs) require processing in a

treatment plant to yield the same quality water we provide to you naturally.

Source water assessment and its availability

SourcewaterAssessmentwasconductedbytheMarylandDepartment oftheEnvironnrent'sWaterSupplyProgram ltisavailablethroughthewatersupply
program by calling 1 (800) 633-6101

Why are there contaminants in my drinking water?

Dr nking water, including bottled water, may reasonably be €rxpected to contein at leasl small amounts of sone contaminants. The presence of contaminants

drles not necessarily indicate that water poses a health risk. More information about contaminants and potentia health ellects can be obtained by calling the

Environmental ProtectionAgency's(EPA) SafeDrinkingWa:erHotline(80Cr-4264791) Thesourcesof drinktngwater(br:thtapwaterandbottledwater)
include rivers, lakes, streams, ponds, re,servoirs, springs, and wells. As water travels crver the surface of the and or throrgh the ground I d ssolves naturally

orlcurring minerals and, in some cases, radioactrve material, and can pick rrp substances resulting from ther pfesence of animais or from human activity.

Microbial contaminants, such as viruses; and bacleria, that rnay come from sewage treatment plants, septrc svstems, agrcultural livestock operations, and

wildlife. inorganiccontaminants,suchassaltsandmetals,whrchcanbenalurallyoccLrrringorresultfromurbanstormwaterrunoff,industria,ordomestic
wastewater discharges, oil and gas production, mining or farming. Pesticides and hercicides, which may oorne from a variety of sources such as agriculture,

urban stormwater runoff, and resident al uses. Organic Chemical Contaminants, including synthetic and vola:ile organic chemicals, which are by-products of

industrial processes and petroleum production, and can alsc come from gas stations, Lrrban stormwater runoff, and septi(l systems. Radioactive

contaminants, which can be naturally occurring or be the result of oil and gas production and mining activities. In order t{l ensure that tap water is safe to

drink, EPA prescribes regulations that limit the amount of cedain contaminants in wate'provided by public water systems Food and Drug Administration

(FDA) regulations establish limlts for contaminants in bottled water which must provide the same protection for public health,

Lead Statement

lf present,elevatedlevelsof leadcancauseserioushealthproblems,esper;allyforpregnantwomenandyorngchildren. Leadindrinktngwaterisprimarily
lrommaterialsandcomponentsassociatedwithservicelinesandhomeplurnbing. Tipr Hill WaterComparyrsresponsibleforprovidinghighqualitydrinking
water, but cannot control the variety of materials ,rsed in plumbing components. When your water has been sitting for s€rveral hours, you can minimize the

potential for lead exposure by flushing your tap for 30 seconCs to 2 minutes before using water for drinking or cooking. 11'you are concerned about lead in

yr:ur drinkrng water, you may wish to have your water tested. lnformation on lead in drinking water, testing methods, ancl steps you can take to minimize



exposure is available from the EPA Safe Drinking Water Hot ine at 1-80042ti4791 or at http:r/www,epa.gcrv/s;afewater/le'ad.

How can I get Involved?

The most important impact the consumer can have on lhe water suppiy is to recognize the finite nature of our water supply and to practice water

conservation orincioles.

Water Quality Data Table

The table below lists all of the drinking water contamlnants that we detected during the calendar year of this n:port, unless otherwise indicated. The presence

o1' contaminants in the water does not necessarily indicate that the water poses a health risk. Unless otherwi$e noted, the data presented in this table is from

testingdoneinthecalendaryearofthereport TheEPAorlheStaterequire:sustomonitorforcertaincontaninantslessthanonceperyearbecausethe
concentrations of these contaminants drr not change frequently.
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Definitions:
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Executive Summary
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The Marylarrd Department of the Environment's Water Supply Program (WSP) has conducted

Source Water Assess;ments for fifty-se,ven community water systems in Charles County, including Tip Hill's

water system. The rerquired components of this report as described in Maryland's Sour<;e Water

Assessment Prograrn (SWAP) are 1) delineatron of an area that contributes water to the source, 2)

identification of potential sources of contamination, and 3) determination of the susceptibility of the water

supply to contamination. Recommendations for protecting the drinking water s;upply conclude this report.

The water supply sources of the community systems in Charles Cour"ty are naturally protected

confined aquifers of tilre Atlantic Coastal Plain physiographic province. The Tip Hill water system is currently

using one well that pumps water from the Patapsco Formation. The Source Water Asserssment area was

delineated by the WSP using U.S. EPli approved methods specifically designed for water supplies in

confined aquifers.

Potential sources of contamination were researched and identified wilhin the assessment area

from field inspections, contaminant anC well inventory databases, and land Lrse maps. Well information and

water quality data were also reviewed. A map showing the Source Water Assessment areas are available

on reouest.

The susceptibility analysis is based on a review of the existing waterr quality data for each water

system, the presence of potentialsources of contamination in the individual assessment areas, well

integrity, and aquifer characteristrcs. lt was determined that the Tip Hill waterr:;upply is not susceptible to

contaminants originating atthe land surface due to the protected nature of confined aquifers. The

susceptibility of the water supply to radon, naturally occurring element, will depend upon the final MCL that

is adooted for this contaminant

For more information please contac;t:

Ed Crooks

14-E lrongate Drive

Waldorf, MD 20602

(301) 645-2798


