Public Hearing Non-Tidal Wetlands Permit for MD Solar 1, LLC - Shugart Valley Place
1 MARYLAND DEPARTMENT OF THE ENVI RONMENT
2 PUBLI C | NFORVATI ONAL HEARI NG
3 FOR NON- TI DAL WETLANDS AND WATERWAYS
4 PERM T APPLI CATI ON
S SUBM TTED BY MD SOLAR 1 LLC.
6
7 * * * * *
8
9 February 27, 2019
10 7:00 p.m
11
12
13
14 Charl es County Governnent Buil di ng
15 200 Baltinore Street
16 La Pl ata, Maryl and
17
18
19 * * * * *
20
21
CRC Salomon, Inc. www.cr csalomon.com - info@cr csalomon.com Page: 1
Office (410) 821-4888 2201 Old Court Road, Baltimore, MD 21208 Facsimile (410) 821-4889



Public Hearing Non-Tidal Wetlands Permit for MD Solar 1, LLC - Shugart Valley Place

1 PROCEEDI NGS
2
3 M5. SIGLLITO Good evening. | would
41 |like to wel cone everyone here to the Mryl and
5| Departnent of the Environnment public
6| informational hearing for non-tidal wetl ands
7| and waterways permt application submtted by
8| MD Solar 1 LLC
9 My nane is Amanda Sigillito and I am chi ef
10 | of the non-tidal wetlands division at the
11| WMaryl and Departnent of the Environment. | wll
12| be the presiding official for this evening's
13 | public informational hearing. Also in
14 | attendance with ne fromthe departnment are Jeff
15| Thonpson, who is the project nmanager and
16 | central region chief for the non-tidal wetl ands
171 division. Jeff is in the back of the room
18| Bill Seiger, who is chief of the waterway
19 | construction division. John Backus, to ny
20| left, who's program nmanager of the
21| environnmental standards and assessnent program
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1| Matt Stover, who is chief of the water quality
2| standards division. And Angel Valdez, a
3| naturally resource planner in the environnental
4 | standards and assessnent program | would |ike
5| to thank the Charles County Conm ssioners for
6| the use of their facility this evening.
7 At this tinme, | would like to introduce
8| Secretary Ben G unbles of the departnent for
9| sone opening remnarks.
10 MR. GRUMBLES: | want to applaud all of
11| you. W are glad you're here. W are really
12| glad you're here. This is the nost inportant
13| step for us in gathering information as part of
14| the permitting review process. | also want to
15| thank the county for opening its doors, making
16 | this possible in this wonderful facility.
17 | also want to say that the MDE staff is
18 | not intentionally this aloof. |It's the nature
19| of the m crophones system They need to sit
20| there, otherwi se they'd rather be closer in.
21 This is a really inportant step in the
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1| process for us and we understand there are
2| strong and deeply held views on a variety of
3| sides but this is critically inportant. And I,
41 as the secretary of the environnment, want to
5| say we absolutely will gather every single
6| thing that's said tonight.
7 | also want to underscore what Amanda wil |
8| reinforce and that is our intention is to keep
9| this hearing record open to gather additional
10| information after tonight, in particular to
11| gather information from proponents or those who
12| woul d be purchasing the solar as to what the
13 | environnental inpacts would be. W know that
14 | Georgetown University is |ooking harder at this
15| project. So we have this hearing tonight to
16 | begin the process of gathering nore public
17| information and we wll keep the hearing record
18 | open and we are going to continue to keep it
19| open as we gather nore information from you.
20 And, again, on behalf of the Departnent of
21| the Environnent, | just want to thank all of
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1| you for your conmtnent, your interests, every
2| single one of us understands that this is an
3| inportant decision to be nade and it can only
41 be inproved by gathering nore information from
5| the public and al so | earning nore about the
6| specific proposal and the conponents of it. So
7| thank you so nuch for being here and I'Il turn
8| it back to you, Amanda, to nove forward.
9 M5. SIGALLITG Thank you, Secretary
10| Gunbles. W are here tonight in the context
11| of MDE s review of an application for a solar
12 | project which presents a range of issues,
13 | including proposed inpacts to non-ti dal
14 | wetlands and waterways. MDE is seeking from
15| the attendees here tonight your perspectives,
16 | views and concerns about the proposed project
17| and its inpact on non-tidal wetlands and
18 | wat er ways.
19 Public input is not only part of the
20| admnistrative process for permtting, it is
21| also essential to making well-infornmed and
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1| thoughtful decisions. After | make sone

2| additional remarks about the pending

3| application and its proposed inpacts to

41 non-tidal wetlands and waterways, | wll then

5| call on the applicant or the applicant's

6| representative to nake a statenent regarding

7| their project.

8 After these required presentations, the

9| departnent will facility public statenments by
10| first calling on any elected officials or their
11| representatives to nmake a statenment. We will
12| then call on those of you who indicated on the
13| sign-in sheets that you would |i ke to speak.

14| You will be called out in the order that you

15| signed in.

16 It's not necessary to read a statenent to
171 make it part of the official record. Witten
18| comments will also be accepted and received the
19 | sanme consideration as any oral statenent. In
20| fact, for accuracy, if you have a letter to

21| read into the record, | suggest you al so
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1| provide us with the letter when you finish.
2 W do not permt cross-exam nation of the
3| speakers during their presentations, but you
4| may pose questions as part of your statenent
5| for our consideration in our permt evaluation.
6 This venue is for the departnent to hear
7| and record your public comments. Wiile we wll
8 | not be responding to questions or conments
9| posed tonight, those of you who have specific
10 | questions, may pose themas part of your forma
11 | statenent.
12 The public informational hearing is being
13| recorded. Wile the recordings wll not
14 | necessarily be transcribed they will be used by
15| the departnent to facility decision nmaking. |If
16 | there's anyone who has not signed the
17 | attendance sheet out front, please do so before
18 | you | eave tonight.
19 In addition to identifying those of you
20| who would like to nake a statenent follow ng
21| the applicant's presentation, the attendance
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1| sheets will be used to notify you of any
2| subsequent or additional opportunities for
3| public comment. For exanple, if there are any
4| additional environmental assessnents which are
5| conpleted and submtted to the record, NDE w ||
6| provide an opportunity for public review and
7| comment on the assessnents and continue this
8| hearing. This list will also be used to notify
9| you with a decision and provide you with a copy
10 | of the hearing reports.
11 At this time | would |ike to acknow edge
12| any elected officials who nay be present here
13| this evening. There are none. The
14 | departnent's conducting this evening' s public
15| informational hearing pursuant Subsection 5-204
16 | of the Environnental Article and Code Maryl and
17 | Regul ations 26230202, 26170413 and 26080204- 1.
18 The purpose of this public informtional
19| hearing is for the applicant, MD Solar 1 LLC,
20| to present an analysis inpact that may be
21| associated with the proposed activity,
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1| including the inpacts addressed in the

2| non-tidal wetlands and wat erways perm:t

3| application pending before the departnent.

4 This public informational hearing is for

5| non-tidal wetlands and wat erways Permt

6| Application Nunber 18-NT-0323/201861760

7| submtted by MDE Solar 1 LLC. MDE Solar 1 LLC

8| has applied to construct a 32.5 negawatt

9| fixed-tilt solar panel array to provide energy
10| to Georgetown University. The project |ocation
11| is 4850 Shugart Valley Place, La Plata in

12 | Charl es County.

13 The project will include site clearing and
14 | grubbing of approximately 210 acres, the

15| installation of nodul ar sol ar panels, access

16 | and mai ntenance roads and el ectri cal

17 | substation, overhead connection |ines, security
18 | fence and screening | andscape. The proj ect

19| wll permanently inpact 15,670 square feet of
20 | the 25-foot non-tidal wetlands buffer, 40

21| linear feet of stream and convert 4,550 square
CRC Salomon, Inc. www.cr csalomon.com - info@cr csalomon.com Page: 9

Office (410) 821-4888 2201 Old Court Road, Baltimore, MD 21208 Facsimile (410) 821-4889



Public Hearing Non-Tidal Wetlands Permit for MD Solar 1, LLC - Shugart Valley Place

1| feet of forest wetland to energent wetl ands.

2| The project wll also tenporarily inpact 22

3| linear feet of stream

4 The project area is wwthin the Ward's Run

5| watershed, which includes two Tier Il or

6| high-quality stream segnents. Currently both

7| streans have assimlative capacity, neaning

8 | they are not considered degraded fromtheir

9| high-quality condition. The project's

10 | potential inpact on Tier Il stream segnents

11 | includes reduction of forest cover in the

12 | watershed of the Tier Il streans, as well as a
13 | reduction of the existing riparian buffers on
14| Tier 1l and other on site streans.

15 At this time, 1'll now ask the MD Solar 1
16 | LLC or their representative to cone forward and
17| make a presentation and if you could begin ny
18 | giving us your nanes, please?

19 MR. THOVAS. M nane's a Jason Thonas.

20 I'mthe director of devel opnent for Oigis

21| Energy. The purpose of ny testinony tonight is
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1| to provide an overview of the proposed MD Sol ar
2| 1 project. 1've been asked to keep ny remarks
3| brief. Oigis Energy is the solar devel opnent
4 | and operation conpany proposing the project.
5| MD Solar 1 is the applicant seeking the
6| waterway crossing and wetl|lands permt fromthe
7| Maryland Departnent of the Environnent.
8 This slide shows the view of the project.
9| This board is also available in the al cove
10| around the corner. The MD Solar 1 project is a
11| 32.5 nmegawatt alternating current photovoltaic
12| solar facility. The project is approximtely
13| 249 acres within two parcels totaling 588
14 | acres. The project address is 4852 Shugart
15| Valley Place, La Plata, Mryl and.
16 The permt application is associated with
17| inpacts in three specific areas, a tenporary
18 | bridge on Shugart Valley Place that crosses
19| ward's Run. One culvert and an energency
20 | access road and tinbering two different
21| locations on a generation tie line to
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1| facilitate interconnection to the power line in
2| the southeast corner. Dane Bower with H&B
3| Services is here to explain the details of the
41 permt application.
5 MR. BOAER: |'m Dane Bower w th H&B
6| Solutions. M partner and I, Melissa Hall, we
7| do the environnment assessnents, do the
8| submttals for permts and ot her approval s at
9| the state and local level. Wen the client --
10| they didn't purchase the property but we got
11 | | ease agreenents here and identified the
12| property. W oversaw a team of various
13 | consultants and engineering firns that did the
14 | eval uati on.
15 One of the things that | think is
16 | inportant to point out that this project
17 | probably got nore field reviews and eval uations
18| and joint site visits wth representatives from
19 | DNR and MDE and ot her consultants on the team
20| to identify the site in terns of its
21| constraints, whether or not there were soils
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1| that had to be avoi ded or slopes or wetlands or

2| streans and it took nonths in order to identify

3| all these constraints.

4 Once the constraints were identified, it

5| was given to the designers, they cane up with

6| the prelimnary plan that you see before you

7| and the goal was to conpletely elimnate any

8 | inpacts on wetl ands.

9 In this slide here you can see there were
10| only three areas as defined by Jason that were
11| inpacted. Qut of 210 acres of project, there
12| were only 6,000 square feet inpacted; all of
13 | them were unavoi dabl e.

14 Up there where it says stream crossing

15| there is an existing culvert that has concrete

16 | over it that is used for access by the property

17| owners who live there. It was not sufficient

18| in size or structure in order to support

19 | construction equi pnment that would cone in, so

20 | just downstream of WArd's Run fromthe existing

21| culvert, we have to put a tenporary bridge.
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1| There's sone inpact to the stream buffers and
2| they're all tenporary in nature and there has
3| to be a hydrologic analysis to nmake sure that
41 we're not affecting the flood plain in any way.
5| The inpact that was cal cul ated is about 320

6| square feet.

7 Also there is a culvert, where it says

8 | streamdisturbance on the |left side bottom of
9| the slide, in that area there's an existing
10| culvert which is not in good condition, needs
11| to be repaired and upgraded and expanded

12| sonmewhat in size. The total square footage
13 | associated with that is 240 square feet, very
14| mnimal very small.

15 Of to the right you can see the dotted
16| lines that run fromthe corner of our project
17| down to a new substation. That's the

18 | interconnection. Overhead |lines and gui dance
19| for clearing is by the National Electrical

20| Safety Codes. And there's a 75-foot corridor.

21 We have to clear the trees in those areas but
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1| we're not taking the roots out. W're only
2| tinmbering them So the root structure wll
3| stay in so we're not disturbing the land itself
41 and there wll be maintenance plans for that.
5| W only touched on a few areas that were
6| wetlands. It wasn't wetlands all underneath
7| that corridor, only where the two dark spots
8| are and the total inpact in that area was 4, 550
9| square feet. So all together the unavoi dabl e
10 | inpacts were far |less than an acre.
11 | mght point out that the setbacks that
12 | the applicant has proposed are beyond COVAR
13| COVAR requires a 25-foot setback. Every place
14| on this property they have -- the plan calls
15| for a 35-foot setback. |In addition to that
16 | there are mtigation requirenments associ at ed
17| with the Public Service Conm ssion |icense that
18 | was issued, one on themis a one-to-one
19| mtigation on any forest clearing. The client
20| and applicant is proposing to exceed that
21| requirenment and exceed many ot her setback
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1| requirenents. That's a general overview of
2| what we applied for and | think that's probably
3| sufficient for the record, unless ME thinks we
41 may need nore.
S M5. SIGLLITG Thank you. | will now ask
6| any elected officials or their representatives
7| who may be present if they care to nake a
8| statenment, then | wll begin to call on nenbers
9| of the general public to nake a statenent.
10 When | call your nane, if you woul d,
11| please cone forward to speak fromthis
12| position. If it's difficult for you to cone
13| down we can run the wireless mc out to you.
14 | Let us know.
15 Pl ease start your statenents by clearing
16 | stating your name and any interests which you
17| may be representing. |In order that all persons
18 | wishing to speak may have an opportunity to do
19| so, | will appreciate summarizi ng your
20 | statenent and Iimting your speaking to no
21| |onger than three m nutes.
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1 So I know at the beginning | asked if
2| there were any elected officials and there
3| weren't any in the room but has anyone cone in
41 since we started the hearing?
5 Then I wll start calling on those of you
6| who wish to nmake a statenent. And the first
7| nane is Austin Dougherty and the next on the
8| list is Mary Pat Dougherty.
9 Good evening. | am Austin Dougherty |
10| reside at 9220 Tayl oes Neck Road i n Nanj enoy,
11| Maryland. | ama nenber of the Nanjenoy
12 | Potomac Environnmental Coalition. | oppose the
13 | issuance of the wetlands permt to the above
14 | referenced project. As other participants in
15| this evening's discussion have noted in their
16 | subm ssions, Charles County's 2016
17 | conprehensi ve pl an does announce a goal of
18 | growi ng a green econony with an increased
19 | nunber of jobs in the clean energy and energy
20| efficiency sector. That is a |audable goal. |
21| support it. And | don't know anyone who
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1| doesn't. But why should the first nove in
2| pursuit of a green econony be the destruction
3| of greenery.
4 As | recall, the road to the conprehensive
5| plan entailed many nore hours of deliberation
6| about the need to forestall further spraw
7| developnent. GCitizen input and governnent
8 | resolve sought to save what is left of our
9| forest canopy, our farns and our waters by
10 | designating priority preservation areas |ike
11 | the Nanjenoy peninsula where Solar 1 site is
12 | | ocat ed.
13 | know that we are here tonight to give
14 | fair consideration to concerns relating to the
15| pendency of this wetlands permt. However, |
16 | feel that the truth has not been well-served in
17| the application process to date since,
18 | obvi ously, soneone couldn't see the forest for
19| the trees. Respectfully submtted.
20 M5. SIGALLITG Thank you. Next will be
21| Mary Pat Dougherty and the next person will be
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1| Maurice D poly and Brian Kl ass.
2 Mary Pat Dougherty, 9220 Tayl oes Neck
3| Road, Nanjenoy, Maryland. A wetlands permt is
41 required fromthe Maryl and Departnent of the
5| Environnent to let the project proceed. After
6| considering all the issues the permt should be
7| denied. A special exenption was needed from
8 | the Board of Appeals to advance this project to
9| where it is today, however, nany issues stand
10 | out such as a statew de blueprint for solar
11| energy is actively being pursued in Annapolis.
12| The value of the tree canopy was
13 | underestimated. There is an extrenme anount of
14 | soil disturbance necessary due to steep slopes
15| and changes of elevation. The quality of the
16 | streans and how they flow into the Nanjenoy
17| Creek, the extent of the wetland after a year
18 | of heavy rain and how it has to be crossed.
19| The out of state usage of solar power counting
20| for credit in Charles County and the state of
21| Maryland. The probabl e extensive and conti nued
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1| wuse of a weed killer such as Roundup for
2| routine maintenance, the potenti al
3| environnental inpact has not been cal cul ated or
41 is unknown.
5 The use of Roundup poses a hazard to the
6| pollinators, birds, frogs, fish, crabs wildlife
7| and humans. All these issues are not
8| consistent with | and-use plans, sustainability
9| and the well-being of the surrounding
10| comunity. There is no benefit to the
11 | surrounding comunity when the waterways are
12| silted and polluted by chem cal s.
13 Questions to ponder. Renewabl e energy and
14| climate goals. How does cutting down trees,
15| destroying habitat, disturbing soil, traversing
16 | wetlands, traversing streans and potentially
17| polluting themand driving up air tenperatures
18| add up as a way to reach | ocal, state, regional
19 | and federal renewable energy and clinate goals.
20| Has this | oss been subtracted fromthe bottom
21| line.
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1 Close proximty to power lines. Wy not

2| install solar adjacent the mles and mles of

3| existing SMECO and Dom ni on power |ines where

41 the land is already cleared, the infrastructure
5| exists to tap into and is al ready maintai ned.

6 Weed killer usage. |s Roundup the next

7| DDT. Fishing and crabbing. WIIl the industry
8| be affected in the future due to poor water

9| quality. Property rights. Do you really have
10| the right to do whatever you want on your

11| property. Don't we all have to get permts to
12| build anywhere, especially in sensitive areas.
13| Don't we all have to neet certain standards and
14 | submt to various inspections and conply wth
15| the zoning regul ations. Best managenent

16 | practices. Have any been established for this
17| industry or is it sinply the next gold rush.

18 M5. SIALLITG Thank you. Maurice

19| Dipoly. And next up will be Brian Kl ass.

20 THE WTNESS: Good evening. M nane is

21| Maurice Dipoly |I reside in Wil dorf, Maryl and.
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1| Been a county resident al nost 44 years.
2| Looking forward to being a resident for another
3| 44 years | hope. I1'magainst this project. To
41 me clearing 200 plus acres, cutting down our
5| trees, which give us oxygen, cutting the trees
6| down and | eaving the roots nmakes no sense.
7| Because what's above the roots creates the
8 | oxygen and hel ps hel ps us breat he.
9 Now this project is Georgetown and D. C
10 | What are we gaining fromit. W' re gaining
11| sone rent noney for a few years and that's it.
12| No jobs, jobs to build it, but no permanent
13| jobs to maintain it afterwards. |If this
14 | project is so inportant to our rural
15| communities, then we should have a vote on it
16 | and a referendum of sonme type in this county,
17| not just being voted on by a few nenbers of our
18 | comm ssi on.
19 Have you noticed how many hones are being
20| built in St. Charles on the parkway, one house
21| for 1/8th of an acre. Wst of 301 the
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1| Washington -- WD has one house per 20 acres.

2| This doesn't nake sense. You try to conserve

3| the land with 20 acres for one house and now

41 you want to cut down trees on 200 plus acres.

5| It doesn't nake sense. |It's not consistent

6| with what we've been doing. |If it's wong |ast

7| year to approve the 20 acres, it's wong this

8| year to approve this 200 plus acre property.

9| Do not approve this project for Georgetown and
10 | Washington, D.C. If we're not going to benefit
11| by jobs, this county needs jobs. W don't need
12| nore environnental inpact what we're going to
13 | be having. Cutting down the trees is not going
14| to help us at all. Soon this will be a

15| treeless conmunity.

16 | nmoved here 44 years ago because it was
17| raw. There was one light in our comunity and
18| that's at 301 and Route 5. | worked at

19| Andrews. Take nme 20 mnutes to get there. Now
20| forget it. | can't count the nunber of lights
21| and the nunber of tinme it takes nme to get
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1| there. Do not cut down the trees. Do not

2| approve this project. | ask you to help us

3| breathe. W're going to breathe nore, | have

41 COPD so it's hard for ne to breathe. Don't cut

5| off ny oxygen by cutting down these trees.

6 | Thank you for your tine.

7 M5. SIGALLITG Thank you. Brian Klass

8 | and then Daniel M chael.

9 My nane is Brian Klass and | |ive at 10340
10 | Tayl oes Neck Road in Nanjenoy. |'mhere to

11 | support the proposed sol ar project on Shugart
12| Valley Place in La Plata. | reviewed this

13 | project and amconfortable that the significant
14 | benefits of this project fair outweigh the

15| mnimal inpact this project will have on our

16 | environnent.

17 | am proud that we are noving forward on a
18 | project that will transition 32.5 negawatts of
19 | power produced from carbon emtting fossil

20| fuels to clean renewabl e energy. As sone may
21| know, these projects can't just be placed
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1| anywhere. This project is in close proximty
2| to high capacity power |ines capabl e of
3| accepting and transmtting this anount of
41 electrical energy as required. W are placing
5| this project in the proper location. Hands
6| down, without question, this is an incredible
7| win for our community and our environnent.
8 As an owner of a Maryland certified tree
9| farm | amalso confortable in the decision
10| this |landowner has made in cutting the nunber
11| of trees required to create this solar farm
12| They are capable today of clear-cutting this
13| entire 588 acre parcel just as every other
14 | property owner in this zoning district is
15| allowed. Tinbering is an allowable use. But
16 | they decided to cut less than half of their
17| parcel and place the remai nder in a perpetual
18 | conservation easenent. | respect their
19 | decision and commend their efforts to address
20 | concerns fromthe community, which they have
21| done openly, honestly and in good faith.
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1 This project was presented to and approved
2| by our county's Planning Comm ssion. The
3| Planning Conm ssion's decision was upheld
4 1 unani nously by our county's Board of Appeals.
5| They received these approval s because this is a
6 | good project.
7 When Gover nor Hogan took office he said
8 | proudly that Maryland was open for busi ness.
9| W have a business venture that has been
10 | properly vetted, approved by all |ocal
11| authorities and provides cl ean, renewabl e
12| energy, but 1'd also like to share sone ot her
13| nunbers. The current tax bill for the | argest
14 | parcel that the majority of solar paneled w |
15| be on at this site is $3,200 a year.
16 A | eader for the opposition of this
17| project placed a letter if our |ocal paper this
18 | norning that upon conpletion of this project,
19| and | quote, Charles County would only receive
20 | $125,000 per year in personal property taxes
21| and would end up with not even one pernmanent
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1| full-time job. | was kind of taken back by

2| this. Based on their own nunbers and estinates

3| of this project will generate over $1.2 mllion

41 in additional tax revenue over the next 10

5| years. This noney can be used to hire new

6| teacher, hire new police officers, fund our

7| county's non-profits. This noney could be used

8| to provide tax relieve.

9 | assure you, this additional revenue is
10| need this project is a huge win for our state
11| or county, our environnent and our tax payers.
12 Maryl and has participated in the Regi onal
13 | Greenhouse Gas Initiative since 2007. The RGAE
14| is a cooperative effort by nine northeast and
15| md-Atlantic states to reduce CO2 emni ssi ons.

16 | Upon conpletion of this project, we w |

17| elimnate the greenhouse gases generated by

18| 32.5 nmegawatts of power generated from fossil

19 | burning power plants. | amproud of this. |

20| am proud to support this project, as it aligns

21| with Maryland's goal of reduci ng greenhouse
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1| gases. This is a noble project and | request

2| the MDE approve the permt needed to proceed,

3| thank you.

4 M5. SIGLLITG Daniel Mchael and then

5| Ken Hastings.

6 THE WTNESS: Good evening. |'m Danny

7| Mchael, a La Plata resident, Charles County

8| resident all ny life. |I'mhere representing

9| the Charles County Chanber of Commerce as their
10 | chairman. On behalf of the Charles County

11 | Chanber of Conmmerce, |'m pleased to express our
12 | support for the Maryland Solar 1 sol ar power

13 | project proposed for Shugart Valley Place in La
14 | Pl ata, Maryl and.

15 The Shugart sol ar power project is an

16 | innovative renewabl e energy project that

17 | denonstrates how busi ness and the environnent
18 | can coexist in a nutually beneficial manner.

19 | The chanber recommends MDE approve the issuance
20| of the wetlands permt for this project.

21 In making its assessnent, the chanber
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1| reviewed the needs of the Charles County
2| community as set forth in the Charles County
3| conprehensive plan, the benefits to the Charles
41 County community, the strict regul atory
5| controls and reviews associated with this type
6| of project, the conditions inposed upon the
7| project by the state and Charles county, the
8| steps this project has taken to offset and
9| mtigate any inpacts and the environnentally
10 | sensitive design of the project.
11 The chanber al so revi ewed the Novenber
12 | 2018 report conm ssioned by the Public Service
13 | Comm ssion to study the inpact of solar energy
14| in Maryland. After such review the chanber
15| believes that the project strikes the
16 | appropri ate bal ance between green econonic
17 | devel opnent project, individual property rights
18 | and the requisite environnmental protections.
19| The chanber's particularly pleased to see this
20 | opportunity in the western side of Charles
21| County, as the chanber has been particularly
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1| focused on opportunities for redevel opnent and
2| business investnent in this area of the county.
3 The Novenber 2018 report to the PSE
4 | concluded that the solar energy generates over
5| 23,460 jobs over 1.39 billion in | abor incone
6| and tax revenue for the state of Maryl and.
71 1.39 billion in labor inconme and tax revenue
8| for the state of Maryl and.
9 In Charles County, the Shugart solar
10| project is estimated to generate capital
11 | investnent of approximately 31 mllion to $34
12| mllion, increase of over 200 design,
13 | managenent and construction jobs. The project
141 wll also connect to the power grid via the
15| SMECO utility structure. Such an
16 | interconnection will provide reliability and
17| sustainability to the power grid within Charles
18| County. More inportantly the project's clean
19| solar energy will avoid up to 49,000 netric
20 | tons of carbon em ssions per year.
21 This project furthers Charles County's
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1| 2016 conprehensive plan goal of growing a green
2| economc with an increased nunber of jobs in
3| the clean energy and energy efficiency sector.
41 By proposing to preserve in perpetuity over 296
5| acres of trees which are currently unprotected.
6| The project also advances the 2016
7| conprehensive plan goal of protecting | arge
8| forested areas.
9 The project provides an additional benefit
10 | of keeping the property supportive of
11 | agricultural production via planting of
12 | naturally plants and grasses under and around
13 | the solar panels in accordance with the county
14 | approved pollinator plan to enhance needed
15| habitat and the county's farm ng base. Thank
16 | you very much for your tinme. | have an
17| additional letter here from Ebby Hungerford,
18 | our chair the econom ¢ devel opnent conmmttee
19| from Charl es County Chanber of Conmerce. |
20 will not read it but I'd like to provide it.
21 M5. SIGALLITG Thank you. Ken Hastings
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1| Bruce Dudley and Kevin Gines.
2 My nane's Ken Hastings. | live at 3904
3| Fort Holly Drive, Mechanicsville 20659. |
41 provided a letter, it has sone references in
5| there that I"'mnot going to try to go through
6| that entire letter.
7 According to COVAR, MDE nust consider the
8| follow ng factors before issuing the wetl ands
9| permt. Nunber 1, whether the applicant can
10 | docunent a good faith effort to analyze all
11| alternative sites to avoid and m nim ze adverse
12 | inpacts. For this project the wetlands inpacts
13| weren't even identified until well after the
14 | option to purchase the site was signed.
15 Two, whet her the applicant can docunent
16 | attenpts on obtain | and ownership interests or
17| other rights to conduct a project on an
18 | alternative sites which avoid and m nim ze
19| inpacts. Gold standard test for this when
20| determining a good faith effort is made is
21 | docunentation of actual efforts to purchase
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1| alternative sites and a formal rejection of
2| those offers.
3 Nunber 3, the total nunber and the
4 | physical econom c and denographic
5| characteristics of alternative sites
6 | considered. The applicant says two to four
7| sites were evaluated. So was it two, was it
8| three, was it four alternative sites eval uated
9| years benefit the wetlands inpact wll be
10| revealed. \Were were they and why were they
11| worse than this site.
12 Nunber 4, every state could reduce adverse
13 | inpacts of non-tidal wetlands by review of site
14 | design of project configuration on each
15| alternative site and analysis. ECS md-Atlantic
16| in a letter dated 2/ 16/ 18 recommended an
17| alternative to clearing wetlands but that issue
18 | never made it into an on-site alternative
19| analysis | don't knowif it's a good idea or
20| not but it belongs in the alternatives
21 | anal ysis.
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1 | requested MDE deny the permt
2| application for failure of the applicant to
3| satisfy the regul atory nmandates designed to
41 stop irresponsible projects like this one.
5 The present position authorized by COVAR
6| is already been validated and established. 1In
7| 1997 MDE denied a wetlands permt for the
8| Summit Hill 3 project in St. Mary's County
9 | because the applicant failed to nake sincere
10| attenpts to avoid the wetlands inpacts by
11 | buyi ng property somewhere el se.
12 In COMAR terns the applicant failed to
13 | show good faith effort because he coul dn't
14 | produce a witten offer to purchase any ot her
15| properties. The applicant appeal ed the ME
16 | decision to the Ofice of Admnistrative
17| Hearings. | included reference to that in ny
18| written comments. In 1999 the admnistrative
19 | law judge affirnmed the MDE denial and the
20| project died a natural death with this
21| conclusion of law. The MDE properly denied the
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1| application for a non-tidal wetlands permt for
2| the reason that the appellant did not establish
3| good faith efforts had been nade to anal yze
4 | obtaining purchase of land or right-of-way to
5| avoid or mnimze adverse inpacts. Thank you.
6 M5. SIALLITG Thank you.
7 My nane is nanmes Chris Dudley. | live in
8 | Bryans Road. Just before we start, | note on
9| the prior testinony, the Planning Comm ssion in
10 | Charles County hasn't | ooked at this.
11 So there are two sorts of errors in the
12| application that | want to point out here,
13| first have to do with the notivation for the
14 | project, the other have to do with the clains
15| about the limtations of MDE's jurisdiction in
16 | the application.
17 Regardi ng notivation, | wote to Jeff
18 | Shaw, SMECO s VP for distributed resources and
19 | sustainability, I wote, I was sent a copy of
20| the wetlands permt application for MD Solar 1,
21| had a hearing here. The purpose, and it says
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1| for the purpose of the project under 2D the
2| purpose of the project is the construction,
3| operating and mai ntenance of a sol ar energy
41 generation facility. The facility wll
5| generate renewabl e energy to support the state
6| of Maryland s renewable portfolio standard.
7| This project was selected by SMECO to provide
8 | renewabl e energy for the purpose of satisfying
9| their requirenents for renewabl e energy. The
10 | proposed panel s have been placed, et cetera.
11| You have it before you.
12 Thi s sounds as though they've cut and
13| pasted fromthe Ripley project we discussed,
14 | since the power for this project will be sold
15| to Georgetown University as a green project of
16 | their's and an entity outside the regional
17 | greenhouse gas initiative conpact. It is hard
18| to see how it satisfies any SMEQCCO or state of
19 | Maryland needs. Wre you aware that SMECO s
20| nane's being used in this apparently
21 | inappropriate manner.
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1 He responded. | thank you for the update.
2| You're correct. SMECO s not the outtaker of
3| this project, it nust have been an error of cut
41 and paste. |, SMECO was not aware of this
5| error and will et themknow That's the end
6| of what he had to say.
7 Looki ng at Maryland RPS | aw, this project
8 | also does not appear to qualify for neeting
9| state requirenents. The error in 2D neans the
10| error in seven, public need, public need as
11| well. 7E, energy is spoken for,
12 | non-supplenental. F, it does not serve | ocal
13 | residents because power's not sold to SMECO
14| the entity that serves the local residents. So
15| those are the notivation probl ens.
16 Regardi ng jurisdictions. Appendix 2 of
17| the project description there's the claim
18 | placing the proposed sol ar array outside
19| jurisdictional areas is false, as docunented in
20| the Septenber 11th, 2017 MDE neno.
21 A Tier Il streamcatchnent is a
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1| jurisdictional area. Cear-cut and catchnent
2| with manifestly no assiml ative capacity for
3| sedinment |oad or to support the state |isted
4 | endangered dwarf wedge nussel s cannot be
5| mtigated by any BW and the application has
6| not even proposed settl| enent ponds.
7 This is related to the false claim4F. No
8| existing waters will be filled. Here in
9| Charles County -- well, 1I'll hand you sone
10 | nore, but we've had problens of fillings of
11| Port Tobacco river fromsedinent. It's been a
12| horrible thing for the county historically and
13| we just shouldn't allow -- the dwarf wedge
14 | nussel is federally and state |i sted.
15 M5. SIGALLITG Thank you. Kevin Gines
16 | and Megan Mall.
17 My nane is Kevin Gines. | live in
18 | Nanj enoy, Maryland, 10450 Oxcart Lane. | |ive
19| on the Nanjenoy Creek that this project wll
20| affect the streamthat | |ive on.
21 Trees absorb carbon di oxi de and convert it
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1| back into oxygen. This is how nost |iving
2| things stay alive. |1'masking for respect for
3| the web of life and in the Nanjenoy forest
4 | ecosystemand to protect biodiversity of the
5| forest. |1'masking for support to protect
6| threatened ecosystens. | believe Oigis needs
7| experts who understand sustai nabl e projects,
8| which this project is not.
9 It is going to take everyone, business
10 | people, politicians, farnmers, |awers,
11| environnentalists, parents and students to
12 | ensure better future. W see flood waters
13 | taking days or even weeks to reseed in the
14 | county. The high waters stay up, flood area
15| signs are being put where flooding wasn't an
16 | issue in the past. Overall rainfall is
17 | increasing over large parts of the world,
18 | especially the type of stornms that bring huge
19 | downpours and in short periods of tine with
20| faster, heavier rains comng -- flooding that
21| this project would not be able to deal wth.
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1 Forest is the best |and use for preventing
2| flooding. This type of devel opnent is
3| counterproductive. It threatens the already
4 | endangered dwarf wedge nuscle, along with
5| anadronous fish such a river herring, shad,
6| which both use -- the river herring shad have a
7| moratoriumon them You cannot keep them
8| Also sem -anadronous fish, such as yell ow perch
9| wuse both streans, Ward's Run, also to spawn.
10 Can anyone honestly say that this project
11| wll leave these waters, Ward's Run or Nanj enoy
12| Creek, better than it is now. The answer is
13| no. The project is a |lose-lose for Charles
14| County.
15 Heal t hy streans are qui ckly becom ng a
16 | thing of past. Wile Georgetown University
17 | students eat at the finest restaurants, nmany
18 | residents of Nanjenoy rely on the fish we catch
19| for food, for dinner these streans. As well,
20 | commercial fisherman count on these waters to
21| make a living. This counterproductive growth
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1| is not economc devel opnent. Qher sites were
2| not explored.
3 Origis bragged that they have good soil on
4| airfields. Maryland Airport received $22
5| mllion of our federal tax dollars and then
6| they went bankrupt. They cleared a hundred
7| acres and filled in streamvalley. Putting
8| solar there would be a win-win for the county.
9 | Thank you.
10 M5. SIGALLITG Thank you. David Mall and
11| then Loretta D estacio. And then Mark Holtz.
12 My nane is David Mall. [I'mkind of an
13| outsider here. I'mfromBel Air in Harford
14 | County, but 1've been an avid outdoorsman all
15| ny life. And | worked in the construction
16 | industry and have benefited froma a | ot of
17| clearing of wooded sites and every tinme | see
18 | the bulldozers in a site tearing down trees it
19| tears ny stomach out. |It's |like soneone kicked
20 e in the stomach.
21 " man avid scuba diver, sailor on the
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1| Chesapeake Bay, amateur herbatol ogi st and |
2| just enjoy the outdoors, canoeing, sailing,
3| whatever.
4 |'ve seen the quality of the water in the
5| Chesapeake degrade. | grew up on Seneca Creek
6| in Baltinore County. As a young child used to
7| go out and snorkel and dive in the waters there
8| and we had excellent visibility. Now you can't
9| see your hand in front of your face.
10 Every tinme there is a property cl eared,
11 | wooded property cleared, it increases the
12| runoff into the Bay, it degrades the
13| environnent. And we're all for solar power and
14 | inproving the environment by generating sol ar
15| panels, | have sol ar panels on ny sail boat and
16 | they work just -- perfornmed beyond ny w | dest
17 | expectation. So I'mall for solar. But to
18 | tear down 200 acres of trees and bull dozer the
19| environnent, it absolutely nakes no sense.
20| There are plenty of other areas where this
21| site -- these solar panels can be sighted
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1| wthout the destruction of a natural
2| environment. And it nakes no sense to ne to
3| cut down 200 acres, to clear 200 acres of trees
41 and destroy the habitat of enunerable wildlife
5| animals and reptiles, anphibians, squirrels,
6| birds everything. It just nmakes no sense
7| whatsoever. And that's all | have to say.
8 M5. SIALLITG Thank you.
9 H. M nane is Lorretta D estacio. |
10| live at 9760 Walters Landi ng Road, Nanjenoy,
11| Maryland. | |live on the creek just opposite
12| fromwhere Ward's Run is going on enter the
13 | Nanjenoy Creek. The Nanjenoy Creek at that
14 | place is about a quarter of a mle wde, so
15| it's a substantial creek. Ward's Run goes a
16 | very long way through a | ot of wetlands across
17| Route 6. |'ve paddled on Ward's Creek all the
18| way up to the first beaver dam just south of
19| Route 6 and |'ve di pped for
20 | macro-invertebrates, north of the creek for
21 DNR So I'mreal famliar with Ward's Run.
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1| It's a beautiful creek. It supports a |ot of

2| life, clanms and fish. On the other side of

3| Route 6, which is pretty incredible because

41 it's only about three feet w de there.

5 | can't believe that we're going to even

6 | consider clearing over 240 acres of trees, not

7| just cutting the trees down but digging up the

8 | roots and doing considerabl e grading of the

9| slopes, basically going to disturb 240 acres of
10| topsoil, rake it clean and then plant between
11| 100,000 to 140,000 sol ar panels.

12 The water runoff when the rain neets those
13| is going to be pretty intense. There are

14 | allowing 35 feet generous protected barrier

15| between that and the wetlands and the creek.

16 | This past year in Nanjenoy we had at |east, in
17| ny unofficial unscientific nmeasuring, four

18 | del uges, which are six inches or nore of rain
19| in one day. |I'mjust imagining that nuch rain
20| hitting that acreage on that creek. The silt
21| that it's going to generate, 25 feet or 35 feet
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1| of trees is not going to stop it.
2 We're going to have -- Nanjenpby Creek is
3| going to be like Port Tobacco Creek, which is
4| pretty nmuch unusabl e.
5 Real |y quickly. A lot of other nuch nore
6| intelligent people will speak to this, but talk
7| about the road. They're proposing to bring
8| trucks along Route 6 and up 425 which between
9| on that road there is already just south of the
10 | proposed site a permanently marked fl ood area.
11| So | can only imagine that this is going to
12| increase that flooding. That road has a | ot of
13| blind spots and two curves that nake a
14 | 90-degree turn and there are going to be bikes.
15| So there you go. That's it. Thank you.
16 M5. SIALLITG Thank you. Mark Holt.
17| Then Alec wnters and then R chard Curt.
18 Hel l o, ladies and gentlenen. |'m Mark
19 Holt. | live in an address of |Indi an Head,
20| Maryland but it's not Indian Head. It's
21| actually near the site about five mles away.
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1] I'dlike to mrror a few comments that 1've
2| heard earlier that there were exactly right on
3| the noney.
4 One of the comments was about Annapolis.
5| | was just in Annapolis on Tuesday and on
6 | another actual solar issue and one of the
7| things that is actually in debate right nowis
8| the clear cutting. |It's basically being tal ked
9| about endlessly with sone of the el ected
10| officials, |ike Penskey and Peters Rosa Peppy,
11| Stein and others and | just think we're a
12 little premature in having a hearing like this
13| wuntil we get the policy down that's actually
14 | bei ng debated this session.
15 And also I'd like to kind of support
16 | another statenment | heard from Kevin Gines
17 | about this flooding. | saw high water signs go
18 | up right near that site and | can't imagine if
19| those trees on that site were cut. There would
20| be a torrent of water and runoff that would
21| occur fromthat site. And there are other
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1| sites in the county that would work for this
2| type of farmand |I think we should expl ore
3| alternative sites. Thank you.
4 M5. SIALLITG Thank you.
5 |'"'m Al ex Linchard of Bryans Road. Wth
6| respect -- it's ludicrous. The people have
7| been wanting soft energy pass for decades. Now
8| we're told you can have sol ar but we're going
9| to cut down forest. This is a water quality
10 | hearing. Cutting down that forest is not going
11| to help the water quality. Solar exists on
12 | inpervious services. It's being built there.
13| That's where it is supposed to be.
14 The proponents, they say this is going to
15| sequester carbon, as if the choice were either
16 | you're going to have solar or you can have
17| forest but you can't have both. It is
18 | ludicrous. It has to be built -- it has to be
19| built on inpervious surfaces. There is an
20 | econom c push to put this. The woods of
21| Nanjenoy are the lungs of D.C. It's one of the
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1| nost amazing forests in the md-Atlantic. And
2| so close to the sea and to fragnent it, if it
3| is economcally available to do this one site,
41 if they can nmake noney there, then they're
5| going to go to every old person who are
6| financially pressured, buy their |and cheap,
7| tell themthis and that, buy the |and cheap,
8| that's why they're doing it not because it's a
9| good place but because the land is cheap. And
10| it wll fragnent this forest and we'll lose it.
11} We'll lose it, because once you start
12| fragnenting forest you greatly degrade the
13 | val ue.
14 | believe that there are nmany fal se and
15| msleading statenents in the presentation. |
16 | base that on scientists who | have tal ked to,
171 but I'"'msure that the record is going to get
18 | filled up wth challenges to sone of the
19 | assertions.
20 Pl ease do not stop the lungs of D.C of
21| Southern Maryland, do not fragnent this
CRC Salomon, Inc. www.cr csalomon.com - info@cr csalomon.com Page: 48

Office (410) 821-4888 2201 Old Court Road, Baltimore, MD 21208 Facsimile (410) 821-4889



Public Hearing Non-Tidal Wetlands Permit for MD Solar 1, LLC - Shugart Valley Place

1| beautiful forest, do not start this precedent.
2| And one nore thing, if you start this precedent
3| it wll be -- the next one is going to be an
4 | inpact, a secondary inpact followng fromthis
5| one because you've established this new thing,
6| you can cut down trees in Charles County in
7| Nanjenpoy and put up a -- there will be nore.
8| So there is a major federal tax benefit, if I'm
9| not mstaken, to the solar conpany, that's a
10 | federal involvenent and there should be an
11 | environnental inpact statenent but there
12| shouldn't be because you should just deny this
13| permt.
14 M5. SIGLLITG Mark Inlay and Bob Luck.
15 Good evening. Thank you for having ne
16 | Richard Cook, MD., board certified internist.
17 1 live in Hughesville, Maryland 12915
18 | Corinthian Court. |[|'m 100 percent against the
19 | proposed Georgetown University sol ar project.
20 I'd like start out by saying it doesn't
21| make any econom c or scientific sense to kill
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1| an environnmental area to save the environnent.

2| |1 think the public and private

3| citizens/conpanies aren't responsible for
4 | maintaining our environment, in spite of all

5| the chall enges opposed by clinmte change. So |

6| have a question does it nmake sense to pollute

7| the water knowi ng you can just filter it or

8| clean it up later? O course not.

9 We al ready have a perfect exanple of this
10| with the decades | ong Chesapeake Bay cl ean up,
11| the billions of Maryland taxpayer dollars used
12| as well as this affects on nmultiple industries
13| of the Chesapeake. So, again, it doesn't nake
14 | sense to destroy the environnment in order to
15| save it, especially when there are so many
16 | other safer options to use and this is the kind
17| of conundrum | would call an oxynoron, kind of
18| like lead pipes, mnor crisis, extinct |ife,

19 ill-health or w se fool.

20 | would next |like to nmake everyone aware

21| of the 2017 Charles County ecosystens services
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1| study done by our previous Board of
2| Comm ssioner's. And for citizens not aware of
3| this study, the ecosystens services are defined
4| as any nonetary or non-nonetary benefits
5| citizens receive fromtheir environnent how do
6| we fair in Charles County. Well, | think the
7| Departnent of Comrerce would |like to hear this.
8 | Qur ecosystem provides each citizen
9| approximtely $290 per nonth, or in total, $535
10| mllion per year and when taking into account
11| this is 1/8th of our 4 billion dollar econony
12 | per year. So when we take down 200 plus acres
13| of forest, it's like telling one of Charles
14 | County's |l argest enployers to shut down a
15| portion of that business. That is not sound
16 | and when these ecosystens are | ost they, of
17 | course, have to be replaced with expensive
18 | man-nmade al ternatives which are pricey and
19| ultimately increase our taxes. These man-nade
20| alternatives are the building, naintaining
21| and/or replacenent, replacing of costly
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1| infrastructure through water purification and

2| recharge, tenperature regulation, flood

3| control, watershed protection, erosion

4| reduction aesthetic value, reducing air

5| pollution, staining wildlife habitat and

6| biodiversity and providing agriculture.

7 This is in addition to the econom c

8| contributions of the outdoor recreation tourism

9| industry which draw approximately 1 mllion

10 | people here per year. So in conclusion, | ask
11| that with all the many scientifically viable

12 | options out there, please use nore combn sense
13 | nmanagenent approach that reduces the

14 | vulnerability to our existing ecosystem Thank
15| you very nuch.

16 M5. SIGALLITG Thank you. We'd like to
17| nmake a request, if you can hold your appl ause
18 | just so everyone can hear their nanme being

19| called I would appreciate it. Mrk Imay and
20 Bob Kenny, then Jereny Stewart.

21 | have been asked by the Sierra C ub and
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1| Geen Peace and ot her organi zations to because
2| | was the enployee of the federal governnent
3| Ofice of Endangered Species Fish and Wldlife
41 Services that |listed the dwarf wedge nuscl e.
5| So | have -- and | can e-nmil the testinony but
6| the background is that, first, no federal
7| agency may authorize funds or carry out any
8 | action which may jeopardize the future
9| existence of any species lists pursuant to
10| Section 4 of this act, Section 7 of the
11 | Endangered Species Act of 1973.
12 The application for the Georget own
13| University solar project has not denonstrated
14| that its obtained a permt fromthe U S. Fish
15| and WIldlife Service for the federally |isted
16 | endangered dwarf wedge nussel despite its
17 | planned use of the federal investnent tax
18 | credit for solar power.
19 And then I'd like to nention -- what |
20 | have here is the background information as to
21| how we listed the dwarf wedge nussel, which at
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1| the tinme it decreased to 10 percent of its
2| original range and what were the reasons for it
3| and sedinentation was one of nost inportant
4 | reasons because the dwarf wedge nussel is a
5| filter feeder and while you have a big tree
6| falls down in the forest, it can handl e that
7| kind of sedinentation, but sedinentation |like
8| this, the particle size is the sane size as the
9| particles that it eats, so it starves to death,
10| just like the nenhaden fish is another exanple.
11| So it turns out that was the primary cause of
12 | decline of the dwarf wedge nussel in other
13 | habitats.
14 So |l would like us to -- well, so that
15| basically neans, as | understand it, the
16 | project right nowis illegal. So we haven't
17 | gone through the process to |l ook at the -- you
18 | nentioned there's about 200 dwarf wedge nussel s
19 | have cone back in the area, so we have good
20| water quality habitat. It requires -- a dwarf
21| wedge nussel is a very beautiful and unique
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1| species which you have to find it and | | ooked
2| for it and found it in Mackintosh Run. It has
3| to be about one foot of height and about five
41 feet of slope, noderate current. It can't be
5| fast or slow water. And the areas nust be
6| nearly silt free. And then |I have the
7| references fromscientists in the past 50 years
8 | on sedinentation and particle size and filter
9| feeders, so -- shall | give this to sonebody?
10 M5. SIGALLITO  Yes.
11 Good evening. |'m Bob Leukenick. I'm
12 | speaking on behalf of the Southern Maryl and
13 | Audubon Society. |I'mthe conservation chair
14| and we're an affiliate of the National Audubon
15| Society and | reviewed and support the info
16| that will be stated by Dr. Kurts in the Audubon
17 | Maryland D. C
18 There has been and will be plenty of
19| technical info for you to see that this is not
20| a good site for this project. Historic
21| msstates bring ne to mnd the m stakes of
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1| ignoring the affects of such a project on our

2| natural resources. It may be apples and

3| oranges conparison but over a century ago we

41 started building hydroel ectric cheap, clean

5| energy resources. Apparently only the

6 | advantages were consi dered and no consi deration

7| of the down sides. It has and is still costing

8| us mllions and mllions to do away with the

9| many projects that adversely affected wildlife
10| corridors. There's one major one threatening
11| the entire health of the Chesapeake Bay now.

12 Siting these solar farnms may not do that
13 | nmuch harm but our natural areas have

14 | drastically shrunk and are shrinking and by

15| that percentage the downside of the planned

16 | degradation of this contiguous forest nmay be on
17| that |evel.

18 Soci ety and technol ogy has advanced way

19 | beyond relying on an archaic theory that there
20| has to be a tradeoff of our natural resources
21| to replace our fossil fuel dependence. This
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1| and future projects like this need
2| conprehensive planning. |It's not hard to | ook
3| this over and determine it is the wong pl ace
41 for this project. So | say you have to scratch
5| this and start over. | have a study made for
6| southeast in ny research, did for southeast
7| United States, if you'd like to have it. It's
8| a pretty conprehensive study, covers sitings
9| such as that.
10 M5. SIGLLITO Thank you. Jereny Stewart
11| and then Tar Carlson and Howard Cetz.
12 Good evening, | adies and gentlenen. MW
13| nane's Jereny Stewart. | amone of the heirs
14| to this piece of property. And we' ve been
15| paying taxes on this piece of property for
16 | approximately 101 years. | understand people's
17 | dismay when they say they're cutting down 240
18 | acres of trees. But what they forget is this
19 | property's also surrounded by another 240 acres
20| of trees. So it's inclined to protect itself.
21 Oigis is doing everything in their power
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1| to nake sure we do not have any problens wth
2| water runoff or destroying the streans. They
3| have been studying this piece of property now
41 for alnobst two years and they have drill ed
5| holes in every place that you can i nagi ne over
6| there. They've driven stakes in the ground
7| over there everywhere to find out whether these
8| panels will rise or fall according to what the
9| earth will withstand when the panels nove with
10 | the sun.
11 Ward's Run has been in nmy famly all ny
12| |ife of 70 years. 1've crossed it pretty nuch
13 | every day for probably 65 of those years and,
14 | yes, sonetinmes there is -- with these storns
15| that we have we have an i mmense anount of water
16 | com ng through there. | don't think that these
17 | peopl e realize how many thousands of acres of
18| land is drained through Ward's Run, which does
19| not go to Nanjenoy, it goes around by Ceorge
20 | Dyson's house, Eddie Stinnet's house and out to
21| the Potomac River.
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1 So the other portion of it is kind of a
2| tough situation, too. This property's been in
3| ny famly for 101 years. W are trying to find
41 a way to settle our estate. Oigis has cone in
5| and they showed us the studies, we've had
6| nunerous neetings with them they've given us a
7| trenmendous anmount of information on the water
8| runoff, the tenporary bridge to avoid issues of
9| traffic going in and out. This project, from
10 | ny understandi ng's, not supposed to | ast over
11| eight, 10 nonths at the nost.
12 So, has any devel opnent that we all I|ive
13| in, we cut down sone trees that we have a pl ace
141 to live. Well, the next devel opnent cones
15| hone, they want to build $400, 000 houses.
16 | Where do they want to build them all these
17| condos in Waldorf which are fire traps. So |
18| think with Origis' procedures of the water
19 runoff, the mniml anpbunt of invasion in the
20| creek that's down there where they' re going to
21| put the bridge, it's not nuch bigger than ny
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1| house. So you drive across the bridge and you
2| go on up there and you put up the solar panels.
3| Georgetown gets a better rate on their
41 electricity, the students get a better deal on
5| their education. The people from Charles
6| County that are going to build this are going
7| to be gainfully enployed for a period of tine.
8| | understand that it will not be maintenance
9| forever on a daily basis, it's not going to
10| incorporate a |lot of people, we all understand
11| that. Thank you very nuch.
12 M5. SIGLLITO Tara Carlson, Howard Dent
13 | and Kinberly G ant.
14 My nane is Tara Carlson. | |ive at 8807
15| Denent Court, Waldorf, Maryland 20603. | ask
16 | that you deny the permt. It's all about
17| location. The loss of the |arge contiguous
18| forest in Nanjenoy is too dear. W tend in
19| this society to undervalue a forest, but the
20 | Maryl and Departnent of Natural Resources
21 | conservation benefit assessnent put the val ue
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1| of the ecosystem services of the forest at
2| $2,440 annually per acre. The forest is doing
3| its part in mtigating environnental inpacts of
41 our current lifestyle. Wth another |ocation
5| for this project, we could double the benefits
6| rather than trading green assets. And just in
7| reference to Mark Emly's testinony, the
8 | Mattawoman WAt ershed Society, of which I'ma
9| nmenber, |ooks forward to the reestablishnent of
10 | dwarf wedge nussel in Mattawonan Creek as part
11| of its planned recovery, but for that to happen
12| we nust maintain the Nanjenpoy population to
13| allow this. Thank you very nuch you.
14 M5. SIALLITG Thank you.
15 Good evening. M nane is Howard Dent. M
16| wfe and I have owned a hone on Bank Gty Road
171 in Newburg for alnost 20 years. | thank you
18| for the opportunity to testify this evening. |
19 | appl aud Georgetown University's commtnent to
20 | using renewabl e energy. They've received
21| rewards and grants for their renewabl e energy
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1| projects.
2 Georgetown's website tells what the
3| off-canpus solar farmw Il do for the
41 university. Wat their website does not tel
5| us what is mssing, the cost of clear cutting
6| the land. The fragnentation of two |arge
7| forests, the large forest in a targeted
8 | ecological area and the threat to two Tier ||
9| streans.
10 G eenwashing i s what happens with a
11 | hopeful public eager to behave responsibly
12 | about the environnment is presented with
13 | evidence that nmakes the industry seemfriendly
14| to the environnent when, in fact, the industry
15| is not as wholly amcable as it m ght be. |
16 | think we can consider this CGeorgetown
17| University plan greenwashi ng.
18 Now i s Georgetown University the recipient
19 | of greenwashing or is it the perpetrator of
20 | greenwashing. It does not seemto matter to
21| (CGeorgetown University that the forest in
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1| Charles County will be cut down. Wat seens

2| inportant to Georgetown is how it |ooks on

3| their canpus in Washington. WII it qualify

41 themfor nore rewards. Either way Charl es

5| County loses an inportant ecol ogi cal and

6| environnmental resource. There nust be better

7| places to put solar panels, the roof of the

8 | Georgetown Hospital perhaps or its parking

9| garage or capped landfills or depleted

10| farmand. | ask you to turn down this

11 | proposal. There has to be a better site.

12 | Thank you for your tinme. Thank you.

13 M5. SIGLLITG Kinberly Gant then Paco
14 | Bl ake and Shel by Grush.

15 Good evening. |I'mKinberly Gant with

16 | Preservation Maryland. Tonight |I'm speaking

17| for the Smarter Gowh Alliance for Charles

18 | County, which is a coalition of 22 state and

19 | | ocal organi zations working together to pronote
20| quality devel opnent in areas planned for growth
21| and to protect Charles County's environnental
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1| assets, to preserve and enhance the quality of

2| life enjoyed by residents we ask that you deny

3| this permt.

4 We are concerned about inpacts to the

5| wetlands and high-quality Tier Il streans on

6| this site, especially in |ight of the extensive

7| grading that is proposed. W are also

8 | concerned with the inpact of clear-cutting

9 | hundreds of acres of Southern Maryl and's

10 | | argest forest.

11 We are troubled that so nuch of the public
12 | discussion about this project by the applicant
13| is focused on carbon. Qur forests serve many
14 | other functions, including providing wildlife
15| habitat, supporting ground water recharge and
16 | mtigating flooding. As part of a forest, this
17 | property captures a |lot of water, recogni zing
18 | that are nmenbers and supporters who are

19 | downstream property owners have real concerns
20 | about how their properties wll be inpacted if
21| this site is cleared and graded as proposed.
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1 In the recent WAshington Post article
2| concerning this project, Linda Readi ng was
3| quoted as saying green projects should not
4| destroy green resources. This is especially
5| true of the green resources |like these on this
6| site that have been identified by the Miryl and
7| Departnent of Natural Resources as the best of
8| the best in our state because the their
9 | ecol ogi cal val ue.
10 W all need to reject this often repeated
11| idea put fourth by the applicant that we have
12 | to choose between protecting and preserving
13 | environnental assets and supporting renewal
14| energy. This is a false dilemma. This is not
15| an either or situation. There's no doubt that
16 | there's sufficient brain power at CGeorgetown
17 ] University to figure out how they can advance
18| their sustainability goals without comng into
19 | a Maryland conmmunity and destroyi ng
20 | environnental assets that we as Mryl anders
21| treasure. So we ask again that MDE deny this
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1| permt. W thank you all for holding this

2| hearing which we realize you did not have to do
3| and we thank you, the staff and secretary

4| Gunbles for being here tonight.

S M5. SIGALLITG Thank you. Paco Bl ake.

6 THE WTNESS: Then Shelby Giff and Beth

7| Decker.

8 My nane's Paco Blake. | live on 8675

9 | Chickanuxen Road, which is in Indian Head but
10| it's really close to Nanjenoy. | have had

11 | solar panels on ny house since 2014. 1'malso
12| a tree farnmer and have been doing that for

13| quite sonetine.

14 What puzzles ne is that this project wants
15| to cut these 200 acres when there's avail able
16 | land that's open. That makes no sense. Right
17| close to ne is a 552 acre gravel pit that

18| hasn't been mned in 20 years. |It's just

19| sitting there. Wat's wong with that. It's
20| already cleared. |It's got industrial grade

21 | hookups. They're old but they're still there.
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1] It's right by high power tension lines. Has

2| this site been I ooked at. It's there.

3 And | know there's other sites but it

41 puzzles nme why the streamcrossings, all the

5| other things woul d happen, when there's other

6| sites just sitting there waiting. So it nakes
7| no sense to ne. So | would urge you all to

8| look at the Maryland rock facility. I1t's owned
9| by a place in Alabana. They don't care. So |
10| think you all maybe look a little harder and

11| see what's available instead of doing all the
12| clear-cutting and the stream crossing and all

13| this other stuff. Just |look at what's

14 | available. That's it.

15 M5. SIALLITG Thank you.

16 THE WTNESS: Beth Decker and then Carolyn
17 | Vart eck.

18 Good evening. |'mhere on behalf of the
19 | Ceorgetown Geen Club. That's the Georget own
20 | renewabl e energy and environnental network. As
21| student nenbers of Geen, this is a statenent
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1| prepared by the club.
2 As student nenbers of Green, the |argest
3| environnmental student group at Georget own
41 University, we appreciate the opportunity to be
5| involved in this discussion tonight. As such,
6| the potential construction of the La Plata
7| solar farmand the w de-ranging inpacts thereof
8 | are of utnobst inportance to us.
9 As students, we were are in solidarity
10| with the university's goal of reducing its
11| carbon footprint by increasing its investnent
12| in renewabl e energy. Qur university's
13 | investnent in renewable energy is dependent on
14 | the outcone of our first off-canpus project.
15| We recognize that the La Plata solar farmw ||
16 | create a | arge net carbon offset approximately
17 | generating the carbon sink of a 30,000 acre
18| forest with the deforestation of only 218 acres
19| of forest.
20 W would |ike to draw attention to the
21| fact that of the 518 acres of purchased | and,
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1| 278 acres will be placed under pernanent
2| preservation. W also recognize Oigis
3| Energy's Conpany's conmm tnent 20 include
41 pollinator friendly vegetation underneath the
5| solar panels and to support the Georget own
6| comunity through financial aid grants.
7 However, we would also |like to acknow edge
8| the significance of both the ecol ogi cal and
9 | indigenous peoples' concerns regarding the
10 | project. Anong other ecol ogical issues, we
11| would like to stress that land is hone to old
12| growth trees, Tier Il streans and rare species
13| of birds. Though we are in support of our
14 | adm nistration's decision to enploy a
15| third-party to conduct the ecol ogical
16 | assessnent of the project, we are worried that
17| the inpact of the findings of such a neasure
18| wll be inpaired by its tardiness.
19 We are al so concerned with our
20| University's lack of communication with the
21| Piscataway people, who are indigenous to the
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1| region, consultation with the Piscataway people

2| is vital to the proper carrying out of this

3| project. Wiile we wish the University would

4 | have been nore thorough and transparent in its

5| planning of the solar plan's construction, we

6| hope that this hearing will lead to a greater

7| collaboration effort between all parties

8| involved. Mving forward, we, as student

9| nenbers of Geen, plan to continue our

10 | invol venent and advocacy in this issue and | ook
11| forward to further dial ogue. Thank you.

12 M5. SIALLITG Thank you. Beth decker.
13 Thank you. | am Beth Decker. [|'mthe

14 | chair of the Sustainability Wrking Goup of

15| the Maryland Bird Conservation Partnership. W
16 | are a 39 nenber organi zation that are part of a
17 | public/private partnership focused on

18 | conserving 143 species of greatest conservation
19| need as outlined in Maryland's wildlife action
20 | plan.

21 The fact that this proposal inpacts forest
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1| interior species is sonething that is very
2| concerning tous. |I'dlike to share that a
3| significant inpact is the change to hundreds of
41 acres of surrounding land that will be altered
5| through conversion fromforest interior to
6| forest edge. In the critical area, the forest
7| edge within 300 feet of a forest edge is
8 | considered edge habitat. Interior habitat is
9| comonly defined as the forest area found
10| greater than 300 feet fromthe forest edge.
11| This habitat functions as the highest quality
12 | breeding habitat for the interior species.
13 When a forest becones fragnented, areas
14 | that once functioned as interior breeding
15| habitat are converted to edge habitat. The
16 | forest edge is exposed to nore light and w nd
17| than the interior of the forest resulting in a
18 | change in noisture and vegetative conposition.
19| Small and fragnmented forests tend to be dryer
20| and have less leaf litter. Leaf litter is
21| inportant for naintaining arthropods for hungry
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1| birds. Neotropical mgrants in general feed on
2| insects while on their Maryl and breedi ng
3| grounds.
4 In addition, increased densities of deer
5| in many of our forests result in |loss of plant
6| diversity and structural diversity from
7| overgrazing on the forest floor and the
8| md-story.
9 | nvasi ve plants such as Japanese
10 | honeysuckl e and English Ivy encroach into
11| smaller forest fragnents limting the growh of
12 | native plants, stifling natural succession and
13| limting the vegetative and structural
14 | diversity.
15 So we want to offer this testinony in
16 | direct repudiation of the previous testinony
17 | that says that they have "conpletely elimnated
18 | threats on wetlands and that the inpact is far
19| less than an acre,” to quote the previous
20 | applicant.
21 |'d also i ke to point out that sonebody
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1| who prior testified fromthe Maryland tree farm
2| suggested that tinbering is allowable and I'm a
3| project learning tree coordinator for Maryl and
41 and I"'mcurrently leading a teamthat is
5| drafting a forest literacy plan and this is the
6| primary reason why.
7 | would just offer that sustainable
8| forestry is the additional use of that |and
9| without taking it out of production. And it is
10 | not about the nunber of trees. It's nore about
11| how the ecosystem functions. So we woul d
12 | request that you deny the applicant. Thank
13 | you.
14 M5. SIGLLITG Carolyn Parsa and then
15| Victor Mdth and Bonnie Bid.
16 |"m Carolyn Parsa and |'m from Saf e Ski es
17| Maryland, which is a bird conservation
18 | organi zation. And we have nunber of concerns
19 | about this project.
20 The first concern about the project is
21| location. Renewable energy should not cone at
CRC Salomon, Inc. www.cr csalomon.com - info@cr csalomon.com Page: 73

Office (410) 821-4888 2201 Old Court Road, Baltimore, MD 21208 Facsimile (410) 821-4889



Public Hearing Non-Tidal Wetlands Permit for MD Solar 1, LLC - Shugart Valley Place

1| the cost of forest destruction but,

2| additionally, it's inportant to understand that

3| while there was testinony saying only half of

41 the site will be built upon, the entire site

5| will be affected adversely by this

6| construction.

7 The second concern that we have is with

8| regard to fencing. |If fencing surrounds the

9| site, especially if it includes electricity or
10| barbed wire, this wll inpact a host of

11| animals, living, breeding and attenpting to

12| mgrate through the surroundi ng | ands,

13| including deer, ows and a great other range of
14 | species. It's not uncommon for deer to inpale
15| thenselves on fencing and for many birds to

16 | becone trapped and risk death, including many
17| species of ows. Barrier fencing is a factor
18 | to be considered as having an inpact on the

19| formand function of the surroundi ng ecosystem
20| which is to save the forest that they are

21| preserving and will have a harm short range and
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1| long range m grants.
2 Additionally, industrial |ighting has not
3| been brought up. And this is used in the
4 1 operation of nmaintenance of infrastructure
5| referred to as ALAN, artificial Iight at night,
6 | has been known to inpact entire ecosystens from
7| the individual to all parts of the food web.
8| And a study of these affects, artificial
9| lighting at night in estuaries inplications
10| fromindividuals to ecosystens is offered as
11| part of this testinony and | have that here and
12| is summari zed.
13 At the individual level, ALAN can elicit a
14 | suite of physiological and behavi oral responses
15| associated with |ight nedi ated process, such
16 | idyllic activity patterns and predator/prey
17 | interactions, ALAN has been shown to nodify
18 | community conposition entropic structure with
19| inplications for ecosystem | evel processes,
20| including primary productivity, nutrient
21| cycling and the energetic |inkage between
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1| aquatic and terrestrial systens.
2 So the addition of artificial light into
3| the interior will alter the subsequent behavi or
41 of both aquatic and terrestrial animals in the
5| surroundi ng ecosystem and that should be
6| considered as well. A best practice would have
7| been to consider areas, industrial project
8| sites, that were previously disturbed, which
9| neans they are not highly sensitive
10 | environnents, may have al ready been used
11| likely, like the closed landfill, rooftops,
12| farm ands on power lines. W ask that you deny
13| this permt. Thank you.
14 M5. SIGALLITG Thank you. Bonnie Vick
15| and then Nancy Sherp.
16 H, nmy nane is Victoria Moth. I'ma
17| Master of Public Policy student at Georget own
18| University. | ask that you oppose the
19| applicant. And I 100 percent oppose.
20 So Georgetown University prides itself on
21| jits stainability initiatives. Recently
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1| publicizing its Magado Sea fund, nanmed after

2| Pope Francis' Il on care for our conmon hone.

3| It prevents the environnental degradation,

41 irresponsi bl e devel opnment and gl obal warm ng

5| across the world.

6 However, Georgetown University shoul dn't

7| find itself to the obvious issues at hand t hat

8 | point to such irresponsi bl e devel opnent

9 | involving environnmental degradation and the

10| affect of global warmng. | ask that Maryl and
11| hold fast to its pristine natural resources

12| citing the Tier Il water streans in the area --
13| the watershed. W take for granted our assets.
14 In fifth grade, which was 2005, | |earned
15| about the Aral Sea which was the fourth | argest
16| lake in the world. It began to shrink in the
17 ' 60s. However, in 2014 it dried up conpletely.
18 | Why and how? [It's because in the '60s the

19 | Soviet Union diverted water fromthe rivers

20| that used to feed the sea for irrigating

21| literal desert. And that caused irreparable
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1| ecological devastation, caused the |oss of

2| fishing livelihoods for everybody living there

3| and caused i nnunerous respiratory di seases for

4| the humans |iving near there because the

5| environnent was the one regulating the

6| conditions that all owed people to |ive there

7| safely and all the environnent |ifeforns that

8| were living there.

9 So | ask wll Georgetown, Origis and the
10| heirs of the land sold to Oigis | eave a | egacy
11| of forest fragnentation? Forest fragnmentation
12| is a well-docunented phenonenon with decades of
13| research show ng that there is irreparable

14 | ecol ogi cal danages caused when you separate

15| portions of forest. This is because birds have
16 | to travel between forest areas, other aninmals
17| have to travel between forest areas and when

18| they're unsafe and can't do so because the

19| forest is disconnected, then the biodiversity
20 | goes down and with biodiversity goi ng down that
21 | causes neasurabl e and negatively magnifying
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1| affects over tine for the area and residents
2 | nearby.
3 So I am ashamed of ny university, to say
41 the least. It's ny hone of going on six years
5| of ny young |life because | stepped on
6| GCeorgetown University's canpus when | was 18 or
71 19 in 2013 for undergrad and | stayed there, |
8| work there, | know how it works fromthe
9 | inside.
10 And let nme just say we had no idea as
11| students and faculty that that was happening.
12| It was kept in the dark. W didn't know until
13| we found out in the news.
14 So to the heirs of the |and being sold to
15 Oigis | say it's not guaranteed that Oigis is
16 | correct. Listen to the people and the
17 | researchers that are in the room
18 Davi d Canter, Hughesville. 1'm against
19| this project. | hope you can deny the permt.
20| 1've been a supporter of the environnment in
21| Charles County for 15 years. During this tine
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1| 1've seen Bonnie Beck, who you just net, a
2| Dbrilliant environnmentalist and other forner
3| citizens of the county returning here to defend
41 this county's environnment. Those peopl e have
5| been criticized for that very purpose. Now an
6| outsider's coming in to destroy part of our
7| county fromoutside, why are we even
8 | considering this.
9 Bri an Kl ass suggested the taxes be used
10| for teachers, police and nore. Look at the
11| nunber he threw out, 1.2 mllion dollars over
12| 10 years. That tax is about good for one
13 | enployee fromthat tax. Maybe he forgot about
14 | the so call ed enpl oyee burdened rates, benefits
15| and retirenent expenses. Project supporters
16 | stated, as | sat waiting, that this
17| instillation create | ess inperneable surface
18 | than a single hone. Technically this may have
19| a bit of truth, but the failure in that
20| statenent is the flowrate of the water as it
21| inpacts the land. It will under hard and
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1| repeated rain create trenching causing danage

2| tothe land. You can't justify doing good

3| things by doing bad things. Think about it.

41 They're cutting down forests to help the

5| environnental. They're |looking to cut down

6| roughly 200 football fields for this project

7| that includes the end zones.

8 Georgetown wi Il not get the power

9| generated by the solar farm It will go into
10| the grid. There is no power |ine going from
11| Charles County to D.C., none. This is

12| essentially a guilt driven approach to

13 | sustainability.

14 Anyone fromthe county in favor of this
15| project has noney in the ganme. They're either
16 | selling or leasing | and or have connections to
17| the project. The developer, Oigis, is in

18| Florida. So it's not |like they're doing nuch
19| to enpl oyee anyone | ocally.

20 Question: Wiy isn't CGeorgetown buil ding
21| their own rooftop systens and why aren't they
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1| looking closer to D.C. One of the Mryl and
2| Solar 1 presenters said the streaminpact woul d
3| be unavoidable. It is. Just don't do it.
4 Seriously, they're cutting down forests to
5| save the environnent. This is bizarro world.
6| Under normal circunstances the only thing that
7| anybody needs to root agai nst Georgetown is in
8 | basketball. These are not nornmm
9| circunstances. This clear-cut should not be
10| allowed to happen. Sorry Georgetown, |'m not
11| rooting for you today or possibly ever again.
12| |'magainst this project. Please deny the
13| permt, thank you.
14 M5. SIALLITG Thank you.
15 My nanme is Nancy Shirtler. | live at
16 | 14725 Bank Gty Road in Newburg, Maryl and.
17 | Thank you for having this hearing tonight.
18 | Weighing the benefits of this project against
19| the negative inpacts is not a sinple task and
20| like us, communities across the country are
21| grappling with assessing the cost benefit of
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1| nmethods to address clinmate change.

2 | would like to add ny nane to the |ist of
3| those that are concerned that Georgetown

41 University, inits effort to fulfill its

5| commtnents to the American Canpus Act on

6| Cimte will not be adopting best practices to
7| pronote stainability through the contract with
8| Solar 1. In their letter of support for this

9| project the Charles County econonic devel opnment
10| states that Charles County will benefit from
11| the distinction of being the hone of

12 | cutting-edge energy production. WII the

13| county also benefit with the distinction that
14 | we chose to produce this cutting-edge energy by
15| clear-cutting and fragnmenting our forests.

16 It has been noted that the property owner
17| has the right to lunber this forest and

18 | clear-cut the property and that's true and it
19| would result in fragnentation. However, a

20 | lunbered forest will naturally regenerate and

21| with proper stewardship forest harvesting can
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1| be used as positive tool to inprove forest

2| structure, health and genetics.

3 How do you provide stewardship for a solar

41 farnf? What best practices to pronote

5| sustainability will Solar 1 use to prevent

6| national regromh of trees and other vegetation

7| fromshadi ng these panels and i npedi ng access

8| to transmssion lines? WII they need to

9| enploy gas powered nowers to trimor wll they
10 | apply herbicides to inhibit regrow h.

11 Currently there's at |east one federal

12| lawsuit filed which clainms the manufacturer of
13| grass killers had | abels that fal sely assured
14 | consuners that their products target an enzyne
15| not found in people or pets. According to the
16 | suit, the active ingredient glyphosate attacks
17| an enzyne also found in the benefici al

18 | intestinal bacteria of humans and sone ani mal s.
19| Is it possible for MDE to ensure that if

20| herbicides are going to be used they will not
21| attack beneficial bacteria and organisns |iving
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1| nearby or inthe Tier Il streans of Ward's Run?
2| WII the state or county even know if Solar 1
3| decides to use herbicides on a regularly
4| schedul ed basis to steward their solar fields.
5| There is no question that we need to pronote
6 | and devel opnent reusabl e energy. The question
7| is do the best practices to pronote
8| sustainability require the fragnentation of a
9| targeted ecological area in the valley of a
10| Tier Il stream Thank you.
11 M5. SIGALLITG Thank you. Laurie Snow
12 | Aaron Ferber, John Gord and then Ben Hess.
13 My nane is Laurie Snow and | live in
14 | Hughesville, Maryland. Full disclosure, |I'm
15| president of the Mattawoman WAt ershed Soci ety
16 | which we'll submt separate conments in
17| witing. |'mhere on ny own behal f maki ng
18 | personal comrents and asking you to deny this
19| permt.
20 | come before you tonight because there's
21| the disturbance in the forest. The disturbance
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1| | conme here to fight is not the regular |ogging
2| trucks on Shugart Valley Place. This tinme when
3| they cut down the trees they will replace them
41 with netal ones and they're hot. They are set
5| up all around the streans. This is the stream
6| where the creatures of the forest cone to drink
7| and the clearing on the site 20 years ago nade
8| it easier for nomhawk to feed her baby. That
9| clearing was fine but this is not a norma

10| clearing in the forest. 1It's a hot spot, a

11| pernmanent field of glass and netal surrounding
12| two Tier Il streans.

13 DNR has studi ed these streans for years

14| and their latest on their index of biological

15| integrity in this areais 3.67. The streamis
16 | part of the Nanjenoy watershed. Wen we plan
17 | experinents to nonitor the decline of the

18 | Mattawonman, we conpare it to our |ocal control.
19| The fully forested Nanjenoy watershed. This is
20 | the best case scenario in the rural netro

21| interface that exists in Charles County. | am
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1| so grateful for the peace and clean water this
21 county offers.
3 Vel |'s supply nost of our drinking water
41 and the aquifers rely on recharge. Wth double
5| the rainfall this year you m ght think recharge
6| isn't an issue but wwth nore and nore
7| inpervious surface in these watersheds, | can
8| tell you that extra rain isn't sinking into the
9| ground. It's rushing down culverts and
10| gutters, mxing with sewage in the sewers and
11 | causing nmassive overflows into our bel oved
12 | creeks.
13 While in the Nanjenoy wat ershed, that
141 isn't a problemyet. It's the |argest forest
15| left in Southern Maryland. The site is the
16 | hone to two Tier Il streans that will be
17| directly affected and healthy wetlands. It
18| wll make a 240 acre reflective hot zone in the
19| mddle of the |argest Audubon inportant bird
20| area in Maryland. Cear-cutting 250 acres of
21| this forest to install 100,000 sol ar panels
CRC Salomon, Inc. www.cr csalomon.com - info@cr csalomon.com Page: 87

Office (410) 821-4888 2201 Old Court Road, Baltimore, MD 21208 Facsimile (410) 821-4889



Public Hearing Non-Tidal Wetlands Permit for MD Solar 1, LLC - Shugart Valley Place

1| should not fly in the face of our goals to

2| protect our inportant ecol ogical resources

3| while we were in the mdst of the sixth great

41 mass extinction event on earth. This one human

5| caused.

6 The site is designated as a targeted

7| ecological area by the Maryl and Departnent of

8 | Natural resources as an exanple of the val uabl e

9| ecological |and space targeted for

10 | conservation. The deforestati on would

11| currently expose adjacent bottom and har dwood
12| forests along Ward's Run degrading the quality
13| of the wetland and inpacting the water quality
14| of the Tier Il streans fromrunoff and erosion,
15| offering little cover for protection of

16| wldlife. Wards Run, a tributary of Nanjenoy
17| Creek. The positive contributor for

18 | restoration of the Nanjenoy dwarf wedge nussel
19 | popul ation and | echo the coments of ny

20 | previous speakers on that regard. Thank you.

21 M5. SIGLLITO Thank you. Eric Fisher,
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1| John Ford, Ben Hahn and Li nda Readi ng.

2 Good eveni ng nenbers of the departnent.

3| M. secretary, I'mEric Fisher with the
4 | Chesapeake Bay Foundation. |'mtheir assistant

5| director for our Maryl and operations and al so a

6| certified | and use planner. Thank you for the

7| opportunity to comment on this permt

8 | application.

9 We are here tonight on behalf of our 1,600
10 | nmenbers in Charles County and those of us who
11| live downstream (CGeorgetown University's goal
12| clean energy is noble. dimte change is a
13 | pressing chall enge and action is not always
14 | easy, but we believe that sone choices are
15| clear. More than 700 CBF nenbers have
16 | contacted your office on this project because
17 | they understand that clear-cutting hundreds of
18 | acres of high-value forest does not nove us
19| forward, it sets us back.

20 This forest is |located in a rural
21| conservation zone. It is located in a priority
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1| preservation area. It is located in a targeted
2| ecological area. It is located in Tier 11
3| high-quality watershed. It is the filter for
41 Ward's Run and its wetlands. A significant
5| portion of the total |isted segnent abuts this
6| site. Edge of field inpacts will be in stream
7| inmpacts for this project. M xed open | and,
8| which is what will be left behind, |oads
9 | phosphorous at a rate five tinmes higher than
10| forest. It loads tw ce higher than harvested
11| forest. It loads 40 tines higher than forest
12 | during construction. This is your nodel. This
13 | includes the use of erosion and sedi nent
14 | controls. There can be no m stake that a solar
15| field is a high-inpact use on a site that was
16 | once a forest.
17 The forests and wetlands on this site are
18 | ecologically linked. W appreciate that you
19| wll be considering deforestation in your
20| review. W also believe that you have a
21| responsibility under the Clean Water Act to
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1| ensure these waters are not degraded. W
2| believe that responsibility persists
3| conplinentary to but not in place by your
41 non-tidal wetlands regul ati ons.
5 The anount of clearing on this site risks
6| degradation on its face and MDE nust wei gh the
7| value of ecosystem services, including natural
8 | stormwater nmanagenent that currently exists
9| against the proposal for this project. CBF has
10 | not seen conpelling evidence that these inpacts
11 | have been neasured, | et al one accounted for.
12 W will offer your office witten comrents
13| with further details on these points, but the
14| bottomline is that we can and nust do better
15| than a choice between cl ean energy and cl ean
16 | water. W ask the applicant and we ask
17 | Georgetown University to find a new site and we
18 | respectfully request that MDE deny this permt.
19 | Thank you.
20 M5. SIALLITG Thank you. John
21| Hungerford. Ben Hahn and Linda Readi ng.
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1 Thank you for the opportunity to address
2| this board. John Hungerford. | represent --
3| I'man attorney. | represent the Stuart
41 famly, which basically one half of the
5| ownership of this property.
6 My clients have been waiting for close to
7| 10 years to be able get their interest and
8| there's a nunber of us, not just one or two
9 | people between both sides of this famly,
10| there's | think eight or 10 all together that
11 | have been waiting through this county, going
12 | through zoning procedures, trying to figure out
13 | what could be done with this property. The
14 | board | ost several contracts they could have
15| had, they basically could have realized their
16 | inheritance. This is just the nobst recent
17 | hol dup.
18 My under standing what we're here today is
19| for you folks to consider the propriety of
20| granting a wetlands permt under established
21| procedures, not to go through all these
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1| policies issues about whether there should be

2 | econom ¢ devel opnent, whether we shoul d be

3| cutting down trees or anything el se.

4 The fact is that nmy clients can and

5| actually had considered having the renai nder of

6| this property forested. And there's a mning

7| conpany that was also interested in conmng in

8 | and doing gravel mning. Those types of uses,

9| which they're absolutely permtted to do, would
10 | have caused serious inpact to the surroundi ngs.
11| If they can't go forward with this, they really
12 | have very few opportunities other than those

13| two and/or devel opnent. You put the nunber of
14 | houses that they would be permtted to do to

15| put a developnent in this and you' ve got even
16 | nore inpervious surfaces, sonething |ike 10 or
171 20 tinmes nore than what this will generate.

18 | have been to previous hearings before

19 | the Planning Conmm ssion and the ot her

20 | comm ssions, | have listened to the scientific
21| evidence, the engineering studies, everything
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1| that's been presented, and at every one of

2| those it was presented that this is going to be

3| very mnimal inpact to the area and, as has

41 been indicated, | think sonething close to

5| two-thirds of the property, 270 acres, is going

6| to be permanently preserved.

7 To address one | ady's concern up here

8 | about old growth trees being destroyed. This

9| property was essentially farm and t hroughout

10| the vast mpjority of its history. It has been
11| tinbered in the past. The majority of the

12| tinber that's on that property is actually not
13| old growth tinber but relatively new i npervious
14 | surfaces tinber. W actually, several years

15| ago, hired a forester, a licensed forester, to
16 | cone eval uate what coul d be done and he

17 | actually reconmended not foresting it because
18 | nost of the trees that were there really hadn't
19 | mat ur ed.

20 So we're basically in a situation where ny
21| clients have econom c opportunities that they
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1| could pursue. This is a win-win. The vast

2| mpjority of this property is going to be

3| preserved. And as | say, they've been waiting
4| a great deal of tinme to be able to do sonething
5| with their property. W shouldn't be here

6| debating policy issues. This is an allowable

7| use of the land and they should be allowed to

8| pursue it. Thank you.

9 M5. SIALLITG Thank you.

10 Good evening. M nane is Ben Hahn 45547
11| Sunpter Drive, Geat MIls, Maryland 20634. |
12 | have the honor tonight of speaking for the

13| Sierra Club Maryland Chapter. Sierra Club is a
14 | national grassroots environnmental organization
15| with 60,000 nenbers and supports in Maryl and

16 | and 5, 000 nenbers supported right here in

17 | Sout hern Maryl and.

18 The Sierra Club believes in the expansion
19 | of renewabl e energy and supports the growth of
20| solar power in Maryland and beyond so | ong as
211 it is sighted in a responsible and sustai nabl e
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1] way. And | would like to repeat that one nore

2| time, responsible and stainable. W have

3| serious, serious concerns about this project

4 | because of its inpact on targeted ecol ogi cal

5| area and Audubon inportant bird area and an

6| area whose econom c benefit to Charles County

7| anmpunts to $586, 000 a year.

8 W believe that we nust address the threat

9| to Tier Il streans on the property and the

10 | utnost concern nust be given to the

11| preservation of the Nanjenoy watershed. Once
12| nore, it is concerning that the supporters are
13| threatening if you don't let us cut down the

14| forest to do one thing, we'll just cut it down
15| and do even worse. And | want you to think

16 | about that. |If one side is threatening and the
17| other side is asking nicely, who are the good
18 | guys. But nore to the point, solar is the way
19| of the future, that is wthout a doubt, and we
20| admre Georgetown for their resolution to

21| mnimze their carbon footnote, but | feel with
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1| the lack of visibility that the facility and
2| students were given, that this is not actually
3| representing the spirit of that comm tnent that
4| Ceorgetown has made. And it certainly does not
5| represent a sustainable and responsi bl e nethod
6| for the growth of reliable sustainable
7| renewabl e energy in Maryl and and beyond, thank
8| you.
9 M5. SIGALLITG Thank you. Linda Reading,
10| then R chard Carol, then D anna Wheel er and
11 | Kyl e Harman.
12 Good evening. M nane is Linda Reading
13| and I live in Nanjenoy. | want to include
14 | everyone on what the property's trustee has
15| known since last sumer, that a major |and
16 | trust is interested in the purchase and
17 | preservation of the parcel. However, Oigis'
18 | option to purchase keeps getting extended.
19 Looki ng at the photo show ng the
20 | configuration of the solar array, that says it
21| all. That parcel is conpletely inappropriate.
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1] It is -- they went out and chose the npst
2| inappropriate parcel for this project. Half of
3| the parcel is 15 to 40 percent sl opes and,
41 well, but it's okay because we got butterflies,
5| we're going to get butterflies. And not only
6| that, we got sone unicorns pooping rai nbows
7| because Oigis says it's going to actually
8| inprove the parcel and the inpacts are going to
9| stay on site in defiance of physics. And nost
10| magically of all, the solar installation is
11| going to function hydrologically as a forest.
12 | mean, it just gets better all the tinme. And,
13 | why.
14 This is an exercise in extraction. This
15| is a foreign conpany, and, | nean, if you
16 | follow the LLCs all that way up, it's out of
17| the country of Cypress, that's comng in here
18 | and extracting our resources because it costs
19| themtoo nmuch to put it in an appropriate
20 | |ocation, which translation neans that it cuts
21| into their profit so we will eventually bear
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1| the cost, our Ward's Run and our Nanjenoy Creek
21 will be full of sedinent because, | forgot
3| about the butterflies, |I'm okay now.
4 This is just -- | never thought 1'd be
5| fighting a solar project because | just didn't
6| have that kind of inmagination that people would
7| be cutting down forest to put up solar
8 | projects, but as another Nanjenoy resident
9| said, we had several six-inch rain falls, when
10| you put a 100,000 little tiny roofs on 200
11| acres and we get 22 mllion gallons of
12| rainfall, that is going to w pe out that
13| stream And as soneone el se said, we do
14 | recreate there and we do eat the fish and we do
15| eat the crabs and I want those to still be
16 | avail able, but | also don't want them
17| contamnated with weed killer. | don't want to
18 | be eating that stuff either.
19 So forests are necessary to stop clinmate
20| change. | guess Oigis cannot read the
21| intergovernnental panel on climate change.
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1| There will be need to be an increase in gl obal
2| forest cover equal to the |and area of Canada
3| by the year 2050. W tal k about forests
4 | because they protect streans.
5 Hello, ny nane is Richard Carroll and |
6| came down to fromBaltinore. The other day |
7 got an e-mail from David Kerzod in Mryl and,
8| D.C. Audubon, and after getting up to speed on
9| this project, decided | wanted to nmake a bri ef
10 | comment.
11 First of all, |I've been preceded by many
12 | extrenely well-informed articulate and el oquent
13| people. 1'mgoing to keep this very short.
14 | There's an old saying that what happens in
15| Vegas stays in Vegas. Well, what happens in
16 | Nanj enoy, Charles County, doesn't stay in
17| Charles County. The whole ecosystemis
18 | connected. What happens there will inpact the
19| bay. It will inpact neotropical mgrants that
20| go thousands of mles. And the point that's
21| been nade repeatedly by people is that you can
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1| be an enthusiastic support of solar, which |
2| am a hundred percent source ny electricity
3| fromsolar energy, but there is a better way to
41 site this project. | inplore the MDE not to
5| grant this permt and | hope that the
6| corporation pursuing this will find a suitable
7| place because we need sol ar energy and we need
8| forests, thank you.
9 Hel | o, ny nane is D anna Wheel er, 1393
10 | Liverpool Point Road, Nanjenoy, Maryl and.
11 | Thank you for having this hearing.
12 "' mrepresenting Nanj enoy Pot omac
13| Environnental Coalition and for the first part.
141 It seens |like you ve heard a lot, Tier II
15| streans continuous forests, RC zones, inportant
16 | bird areas, dwarf wedge nussels, all these are
17| the sanme argunents that defeated another
18 | project in 2000 agai nst Maryl and Rock when they
19| wanted to clear-cut land in Nanjenoy. W have
20| the evidence, the science is already there, we
21| have the research that shows that these are
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1| very inportant and will degrade the watershed.
2 Now as a citizen, I'd like to talk a
3| little bit about being a science teacher. |'m
41 an elenentary science teach. | teach 350
5| students. Interestingly enough in past two
6 | days we have covered all these subjects.
7| Today, over a 110 students built solar ovens
8 | because they realized that renewabl e energy is
9| inportant and that's one way we can do it.
10 | Anot her 125 students today realized the
11 | inportance of recharge areas. |f you cut down
12| the trees, it's very hard to recharge the
13| aquifers that we need for our own water.
14 | Yesterday anot her 120 students nodel ed what
15| happens when you clear-cut |land. They stood up
16 | as trees and they had students run through the
17| trees and then we cut trees down the students
18| ran and they realized that the timng of the
19 | water running off the land was significantly
20 | changed when there were no trees. So ny fourth
21| graders and fifth graders get it. They
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1| wunderstand the inportance of renewabl e energy
2| and at the sane tine they understand that we

3| need forests for recharge, we need to keep

41 trees to decrease the runoff so the streans

5| have | essee erosion so, anyways, great idea

6| GCeorgetown, wong |ocation, thank you.

7 M5. SIGALLITG Thank you, Kyle Harnman.

8 My nane's Kyle Harman. |'ma nenber of

9| Nanticoke Indian tribe, which was originally
10| | ocated on the Eastern Shore of Maryland. Now
11 | we have been noved to M I I sborough, Del aware
12| and everywhere else in the world due to

13 | col oni zati on.

14 Qur whol e being as native peopl e has been
15| based off the seven generations principle.

16 | Every decision is nmade, | know within ny

17 | community and many ot her conmmunities that |

18| visited, is based off howthat will inpact the
19 | next seven generations. So when | have the

20 | Piscataway people, particularly our Piscataway

21| wonen, that send a call out for help, we cone
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1| and we support our wonen.
2 This project, having doing research on it,
3| is not conducive to what Georgetown University
41 is supposed to represent. My wife is a al umus
5| of Georgetown University, absolutely disgusted
6| by this, disgusted that there was no i nput put
7| towards of alumi and being significant donors
8| to the university, but as you have seen,
9| particularly in Southern Maryl and, industry

10| that allows for deforestation has been

11 | devastating to your community. Look what

12 | happened with the tobacco fields. They cane

13| over, they exploited a resource that has been
14 | sacred to us for thousands of years and it

15| ruined our fields.

16 You | ook at the waterways. Wen wll the
17| big industries understand that w thout clean

18| water there's no life. Native people are water
19| protectors. W stand up for the land. W care
20 | about the land. The land is part of us.

21| Ownership, fencing, none of that stuff was
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1| practiced prior to col onization.
2 So we ask how many nore tinmes do we have
3| to nmake mmjor m stakes before we realize that
41 maybe the native perspective that has been here
5| for well over 16,000 years may have sonet hi ng
6| todowthit. Wenis big industries and
7| promnent University's going to say, hey, why
8| don't we show respect to the | ocal indigenous
9| people and see if they want to be involved in
10| this project. Let's see their living
11| conditions. Wy don't we approach mnority
12 | people and see how can we help them how we can
13 | help the disenfranchised, those that don't have
14 | a voice. These are questions that | asked.
15 Now we have to fight this fight because we
16 | m ssed sone steps in the way, but | ask that
17| you deny this permt based on the fact that
18| there are plenty other options that we can
19 | utilize.
20 The technology with solar energy is
21| profound. They have wi ndow panels that you can
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1| use to create solar energy. There's rooftops.
2| There's farmand that's al ready been cl eared.
3| There's industrial sites that people tal ked
41 about. The gravel pit was a good idea. | ask
5| that you find alternative notives to the | and
6| owners, | know sone of them have already left,
7| but there's plenty of other ways to get noney
8| off of your land. There's hundred year | eases
9| that you can sign with the native people to

10 | help you learn how to use the | and.

11 That's a way of giving back. And you can
12| give nme this three mnute thing all you want,
13| but |'ve seen people cone and take nore tine.
141 | wll take nore tinme. 1'll just be honest

15| wth you.

16 Far too | ong we do have setback and we've
17 | seen people not respect the | and, we've seen
18 | governnents not respect the |and. You have

19 | people that have been here for thousands of

20| years that are telling you you have to do a

21| better job and that there's ways to do it and
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1| there's education that can be involved with it
2| and we ask that you respect that and we ask
3| that people of Georgetown University denmand
4 | change. Thank you.
S M5. SIALLITG Thank you.
6 My nane is Ann Lewis. |'m president of
7|1 Cty WIidlife in Washington, D.C. | live at
8 | 3200 Reservoir Road, NWin Washi ngton, one
9| block from Georgetown University.
10 W have serious concerns about the
11| |ocation of this project, even though we
12 | commend CGeorgetown for its efforts to create
13 | renewabl e energy sources. The project's
14 | originator, Oigis, is justifying this project
15| on the basis of carbon sequestration, but that
16 | is only one aspect of the value of these
17| woodl ands and it negates all the other aspects.
18 | Justifying this project solely on the basis of
19 | carbon sequestration is a flawed anal ysi s.
20 Nanj emoy is well-known for its
21| biodiversity and exceptional wildlife habitat.
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1| It's also an inportant econonic generator for
2| the county and | speak to that as a summerer in
3| Nanjenoy for six years with nmy famly.
4 It's a destination for birders,
5| naturalists, scientists and specialists and
6| environnmental research. The Nature Conservancy
7| and The Audubon Soci ety have both identified
8| the area as prinme conservation area, in part
9| because of its large anmount of contiguous
10| forests. The Nature Conservancy deens Nanjenoy
11| one of Maryland's nost pristine watersheds and
12| states that this remarkabl e situation exists,
13| in part, because the | andscape has not been
14 | fragnented yet as it has in other places.
15| Likew se, The Audubon Society identifies the
16 | area as the green thunb of southwestern Charl es
17 | County because of its large bl ock of contiguous
18| forest. This is the exceptional biodiversity
19 | and uninterrupted forest habitat that supports
20| it are why Nanjenoy is so unusual and
21| considered so valuable by so many peopl e.
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1 Forests also contributes to water quality.
2| And I'd like to submt two docunents for the
3| record. M testinony's already part of the
41 record, but the two docunents are the val ue of
5| forest conservation for water quality
6| protection. |It's a footnote in ny testinony.
7| And the other is a docunent from Canada on the
8| conplexities of -- it's called | essons | earned,
9| solar projects present unique storm water
10 | managenent challenges. And if you want to read
11| difficulties, read this.
12 If inplenmented, this project and the
13 | deci sion nmaki ng process that enabled it woul d
14 | set a dangerous precedent |ocally and
15| nationally by targeting forested areas rather
16 | than areas already devel oped as suitable sites
17| for large solar farns. Over tine this could
18| result in a significant reduction of nuch of
19| our nation's forested land as well|l as the many
20 | benefits that woodl ands provide.
21 M5. SIALLITG Thank you.
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1 My nane is Mary Rooker. |'ma nenber of
2| the Maryland Green Party, which we'll submt
3| separate witten comments. | cane from Takoma
41 Park, north of D.C , because what you do here
5| affects nme in Takoma Park. It affects the
6| 9,000 plus registered greens in the whole state
7| of Maryland. It even affects the country and
8| the world.
9 As is ny custom | wish to open ny remarks
10 | by acknow edgi ng the land and its ancestors.
11| So | honor the Piscataway ancestors of this
12| |and of the last 10,000 years plus and their
13 | descendents who are still here today.
14 The green parties four pillars are
15 | denocracy, peace, social justice and, you
16 | guessed it, environnental wi sdom The green
17| party is likely the strongest supporter you can
18| find of solar power and yet we oppose the Sol ar
19| 1 project. An alternative site nust be found
20 | that does not damage the environnental, nor
21| contribute to clinmate change, as this one does.
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1 Fragnenting of forest is one of the nost
2| destructive things you can do to a habitat. It
3| cannot recover and dies slowy. The proposed
4| destruction of this forest |land harns a
5| targeted ecological area that is hone to two
6| quality streans, habitat, biodiversity and
7| wldlife. The stream and wetl|l ands wor kar ounds
8| nmentioned in the presentation fail to protect
9| those waters because you cannot neaningfully
10| separate the waters fromthe |and and trees.
11| Altering the trees harns and alters the waters.
12| It's called atrophic cascade. When we harm an
13 | ecosystem we al so harm human beings. W ask
14 | that you instant on a suitable |ocation and
15| reject the current proposal.
16 We need nore trees and forests, not fewer.
17| We need reforestation, not deforestation.
18| Comng fromthe D.C. area | know how precious
19 | and valuable these forests are. | hope you
20| cherish what you have here. Please don't take
21| this sacred |land for granted. Thank you.
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1 Good evening. M nane is Hal Del apl ain of
2| La Plata and |I' m speaki ng on behal f of the
3| Conservancy for Charles County, a charitable
41 non-profit land trust dedicated to preserving
5| the rural character and natural assets of the
6| county for the benefit of the general public.
7 Thank you for holding this permt hearing
8| tonight. Wiile there is rightful concern with
9| stream and wetl and di sturbance which while

10| small an area is not trivial, what really

11| disturbs us is clear-cutting nore than 200

12 | acres of upland and bottom and hardwoods on a
13 | 537 acre track wth nore than 100 feet of

14 | topographic relief and steep slopes down to a
15| high-quality stream Ward's Run. The result

16 | would be a significant fragnentation of the

17 | Nanj enoy Mattawonman forest hub and greenway

18 | that would be inconsistent with the Charles

19 | County's 2016 conprehensive pl an.

20 The applicant belittles the quality of

21| this forest. True, the forest on this tract is
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1| inmmture because of past |ogging, but that
2| doesn't affect its function as a forest. The
3| parcel is a targeted ecol ogical area neaning it
41 is anong the best of the best for preservation.
5 The Departnent of Natural Resources green
6| print assessed its conservation benefits and
7| gave it five stars out of for habitat
8 | connectivity, rare species and wldlife habitat
9| and proximty to protected | ands.

10 Further in assessing its carbon

11 | sequestration, wldlife habitat and

12| biodiversity, stormwater mtigation, ground

13| water recharge, nitrogen uptake and air

14 | pollutants renoved, green print values the

15| property's ecosystem services at $624, 133 per
16 | year. It does not appear any attenpted

17| alternative anal ysis has been nade to avoid

18 | damaging this |andscape. |Instead, the

19| applicant relied on a special exception process
20| that not only excluded public input but also

21| neglected to informthe public. Sone are
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1| projects that need hundreds of acres of |and
2| anmount to a nmmjor power plant and shoul d be
3| subject to conparable sighting considerations
4 1 and public process.
5 According to the conp plan, there are nore
6| than 2700 acres of extractive or barren land in
7| the county. It would nake sense to | ook here
8| first. Wat about |andowner's rights.
9| Qobviously a nechanisms needed to provide a
10 | source of incone for | andowners as conpensati on
11| for preserving essential ecosystem services.
12 | Perhaps sonething simlar to the conservation
13 | reserve program m ght worKk.
14 Maryl and cannot afford to stand by and
15| allow a gold rush nentality to weak havoc on
16 | conpeting societal needs for clean renewabl e
17| energy and the preservation of green
18 | infrastructure and prinme farm and. W need
19 | urgent action to resolve such |and use
20| conflicts. In the neantine, | ask CGeorget own
21| University to take responsibility and nove this
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1| plant to a nore appropriate |ocation.

2 M5. SIALLITG Thank you.

3 Good evening. |I'm Steve Brenner. | live

41 in Waldorf, Maryland. | own 75 acres in

5| Nanjenoy. It's in the forest conservation

6| program The state of Maryl and has a forest

7| conservation programwhich seens to be run as

8| an alternative to allow devel opers to cut down

9| trees elsewhere. Waldorf has been clear-cut

10 | thousands and thousands of acres over the | ast
11| 40 years since | noved down here. | found out
12 | about this program by watchi ng Channel 7 News
13 | and Georgetown cane up for discussion and they
14| said they were going to clear all these woods.
15| This was a week after | watched a wel | -known

16 | national news person find out that her ancestor
17 | had been sold in Port Tobacco by Georget own,

18 | sold south. So Georgetown hasn't had a very

19 | good week in Charles County. That ancestor was
20| born in Port Tobacco. This previous fellow

21| nentioned Port Tobacco. Port Tobacco used to
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1| be a deep water port in colonial days. You can
2| walk across the creek in Port Tobacco now
3| because of all the erosion, all the soil in
41 Charles County that washed into Port Tobacco
5| Creek. You could see the sane kind of affect
6 | happening in Nanjenoy, if you start cutting
7| down all the trees there.
8 So I'd just like to point out that we' ve
9| been through this. You can see what happened
10| to Port Tobacco. W don't need this to be
11 | happening again in the Nanjenoy area. And ny
12| 75 acres is going so stay wooded, even though
13| it cost nme a fortune to keep it that way, but
14| I'mall for wildlife and not for clearing
15| trees, thank you.
16 M5. SIALLITG Thank you.
17 Thank you very much. | want to thank
18 | everybody who's here, because it's |like the
19| creamof the crop, as far as |I' m concerned.
20 Peopl e standing up for forests, it's
21| sonething that we all need to do. W need to
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1| take recognition that the areas that we are
2| famliar with and that we -- our territory, we
3| need to protect it. And | want to speci al
41 thanks to the native people that are here
5| tonight because it's just your land that we are
6| discussing here fromthe past. And it's so
7| inportant to have your voice here tonight. W
8| really appreciate it. And | want to thank you,
9| MDE, for holding this hearing because this
10 | project slipped by and people did not know
11| about it and we're very thankful that we have
12| this opportunity.
13 | would like the permt to be denied. |
14| don't want -- MDE is in a critical perspective
15| here because they can't stop until there are
16 | regulations which | do support, it will open up
17| and green light solar in appropriate places.
18 | Paul Penskey has | egislature that woul d be
19 | very, very helpful but it's not in effect yet
20| and so this land needs to be preserved and
21| there's an opportunity to preserve it. And I
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1| appeal to the heirs to swtch fromthis deal

2| that is actually -- all the information hasn't
3| been presented. | was at the Board of Appeals
41 and there was m sinformation presented. |

5| think it's admrable that Georgetown wants to

6| nmeet their sustainable energy goals, but they

7| have an opportunity to find a different conpany
8| or to get this conpany to do the right thing.

9 But also it would be wonderful if they

10 | would partnership with the conservati on group
11| that would |ike to purchase this property

12 | because we would like to have Georget own and

13| the Smthsonian feel that this area bel ow

14 | Washington is a benefit to themand to help

15| protect it. So | really think that that's a

16 | great opportunity for the future.

17 And | would also like to say that we're

18 | all working together and our mssion is to save
19| Ward's Run, Nanjenoy Creek, the Potonmac River
20 | the Mattawoman, which is amazing because I |ive

21 to save Mattawonan, the Mattawonan and t he

CRC Salomon, Inc. www.cr csalomon.com - info@cr csalomon.com Page: 118
Office (410) 821-4888 2201 Old Court Road, Baltimore, MD 21208 Facsimile (410) 821-4889



Public Hearing Non-Tidal Wetlands Permit for MD Solar 1, LLC - Shugart Valley Place

1| Chesapeake Bay and | thank you for taking such
2| a serious look at this issue, thank you.
3 M5. SIGLLITO David Carson.
4 Good evening. M nane is David Carson and
5| I"'mthe director of Bird Conservation and
6| interimexecutive director of Audubon Maryl and
7| D.C. W have around 23,000 nenbers in the
8| state, 411 of which live in Charles County.
9 So Audubon opposes the solar project in
10| this particular place. W urge MDE to deny the
11| permt for it. W're not against sol ar power
12| per se. 1In fact, we're very nmuch in favor of
13| it and we appl aud Georgetown University for
14 | pursuing solar power to reduce its carbon
15| footprint. W recognize that climte change is
16 | one of the gravest long-termthreats to birds
17 | and people and we believe that devel oping
18 | renewabl e energy sources like solar is an
19| essential strategy to conbat clinmate change,
20 | but we oppose the project because it's sinply
21| to the wong place and it wll cause
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1| significant ecol ogical danage to the two Tier

2| |l streans on the property and also to the

3| largest forested | andscape remaining in

4 | Sout hern Maryl and.

5 This forested | andscape, we have

6| identified as Nanjenoy inportant bird area and

7| we identify it because it has a really highly

8| significant community of forest interior

9| dwelling species of bird and also to keep the
10 | popul ation of six at risk bird species Bald

11 | Eagle, Wipper WII, Wod Thrush Prairie

12 | Wobbl er, and Worm Eati ng Wobbl er.

13 So the ecol ogi cal danage needed to install
14 | the solar panels for the project is just not

15| acceptable. W have heard about the cl earance
16 | of 240 acres of forest and the fragnentation

17| affects of that and we've al so heard about the
18| need to grade and bul |l doze the | and, which wll
19 | cause a lot of runoff and sedinentation into
20 | the streans.

21 It's difficult to inagine a worse place to
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1| put this project and it's difficult to

2| understand how the site was selected. This

3| level of ecological danage is totally

4 | unnecessary because there are so many nore

5| suitable sites across the state, even in

6| Charles County as we've heard other people say.

7 | also want to say that of all the issues

8| that |'ve been involved with working with

9 | Audubon, this one's attracted nore comment and
10 | passion than nost others and I think it's

11 | because people in Maryland are pinning a | ot of
12 | hope on devel opi ng renewabl e power to sl ow down
13| climate change and they really care that it's
14 | done right. W need to get the siting of these
15| projects done correctly right now because

16 | there's going to be a lot nore simlar projects
171 comng along in the future, thank you.

18 | ' m Kat hl een Brokey. | request that you
19| allow Dr. Gabby Tayack to speak in my place to
20| allow as many nenbers of the indigenous

21| community and the Piscataway people to speak,
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1| thank you.
2 Good evening. And thank you for providing
3| this opportunity for nme to absol utely oppose
41 the Shugart Valley solar project. M nane is
5| Dr. Gabrielle Tayack. | ama Piscataway woman
6| and a Harvard trained scholar specializing in
7| the indigenous history of our hone | and, which
8 | includes the precious |ocation now poised for
9| destruction due to the m sguided and
10| irresponsible plans |aid out by Georget own
11| University and the Origis Sol ar Conpany.
12 For informational purposes only, | would
13| like you to know that | was an historian at the
14| Smthsonian for 18 years. | educated mllions
15| of people about the history and culture and
16 | identity of our people and this beautiful
17| honeland that's here in Charles County.
18 The project will only add to the nore than
19 | 400 years of exploitation and degradati on of
20 | our lands, our culture and our
21| self-determnation. Nobody in this project
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1| consulted the tribes. | would rem nd you that
2| the Piscataway tribes are officially recognized
3| by the state of Maryland. Qur traditional
41 tribal area stretches fromthe area around
5| Geat Falls all the way down to Poi nt Lookout
6| between the Potomac and the Patuxent River and
7| |1 would like to say that ny tribe is | ocated
8| primarily here and | am a resident of Takona
9| Park, Maryl and.
10 At the tinme of European contact our
11 | chiefdomincluded dozens of tribes and we |ived
12| in an environnental conposed of 95 percent old
13| growth forest, abundant agricultural fields,
14| which I mght add were controlled by wonen, and
15| deep clear waterways unaffected by erosion that
16 | cones fromthe vast deforestation that is now
17 | bei ng pl anned.
18 About 90 percent of our popul ati on was
19 | deci mated by di sease, displacenent and raci sm
20| Qur reservation | ands here were taken over
21| wthout our consent. Wth all that we've gone
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1| through, we are still here and our cultures are

2| revitalizing. And | would like to point out

3| that the woodl ands are revitalizing. It is

4| secondary growth in nost places but those are

5| comng back. And all of our aninmal relatives

6| are comng back and that's a beautiful thing

7| and we don't want to waste that again.

8 W are in a very vulnerable tinme in our

9| country again. W are on the verge of another
10 | environnental catastrophe and nuch our natural
11| world which has sone tine to recover i s now

12 | being threatened due to clinmate change and

13 | unrestrai ned devel opnent. W don't want nore
14| in the face of an institution which actually

15| still holds one of the nobst precious things our
16 | | anguage and for themto be involved in taking
17 | away again of our |ands, our culture, our

18 | environnment, our relatives, our history and our
19| identity, please do not allowthis, don't

20| repeat this m stake again. Thank you.

21 Good evening. Thank you for the
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1| opportunity to testify tonight. M nane is
2| Valerie Proctor and I'"'ma |ifelong residence of
3| what is current considered Charles County,
41 Maryland. And | ama nenber of the Cedarville
5| Band of Piscataway.
6 | strongly oppose the deforestati on of
7| over 200 acres of forest for the installation
8| of Georgetown University and Origis 32 negawatt
9| solar project. | want to be clear that | amin
10 | full support of the university creating a solar
11| project to power their canmpus. However, |
12| strongly oppose the |location of this project,
13 | because it's in a community that was never
14 | consulted before the proposal. W wll not by
15| benefiting fromthe project here in Southern
16 | Maryland. This is for Georgetown University,
17| not Southern Maryland. And this is ny
18 | ancestral honel ands, which ny peopl e have
19 | fought so hard for and so many have died for
20 | and have shed their blood, sweat and tears for
21| and we have shared with you all for centuries
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1| and we just ask that you take care of it and
2| clear-cutting nore trees is not protecting it
3| and it's over 200 acres of it, which are in a
4| targeted ecological area, a TEA. And | have a
5| bone to pick with the county, why would you
6| even consider this a TEAif you're not going TO
7| keep it protected.
8 Anyway, despite the inportance of this
9| forest to the ecosystem of Southern Mryl and
10| and to the Piscataway community, Georgetown and
11| Oigis have not consulted the tribe in the
12 | process thus far. This is shocking,
13| considering that three prior and enforced
14 | consent for indigenous community is an
15| internationally recognized human ri ght
16 | standard. Not only were we not consulted
17| neither were any of the Charles County
18 | residents. Just because this is a private
19 | piece of property does not nean it wll not
20| affect the others around it. This is a
21| community and those of us -- for those of you
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1| who own the land, | realize this is your
2| property and you need to do sonmething with it
3| but we need you to please understand that this
41 is the responsibility you hold and you hold
5| such a precious piece of land and it's not just
6| a piece of land, it's an ecosystem
7 | support Ceorgetown's interest in solar
8| infrastructure devel opnent, but I fail to see
9| why it nust happen in the destruction of forest
10| land. Georgetown and Oigis are encouraged to
11| find other alternative sites, for instance,
12 | abandoned farm and that farners could use as a
13 | cash crop, maybe in other counties like Carroll
14 | County, for exanple.
15 Again, | want renewabl e energy in Maryl and
16 | but not at the expense of ny indigenous
17 | ancestral honelands. |'m deeply di sappointed
18| to see sone of the sane remmants of the sane
19 | extractivist nodel used by the fossil fuel
20| industry for years already creeping its way
21| into renewabl e energy devel opnment and Origis
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1| should be enbarrassed. W should not have to

2| choose between one or the other, nature or

3| renewables. W can and shoul d have both. W

4| deserve it. I'mthinking of the next seven

5| generations, are you all?

6 Good evening. As you nentioned, |I'm Dave

7| Wlson. I'mactually fromBerlin. | drove

8| three and a half hours to be here. This is

9| that inportant to ne.

10 First, 1'"d like to thank you, MXE and

11| Secretary Gunbles for holding this hearing.

12| It's a very inportant part of the public

13| process. |It's inportant that this be a public
14 | process. And thank you to all the four of you
15| for hanging in there.

16 Just for sone background, I'mthe formner
17 | executive director of the Maryl and Coastal Base
18| Program it's a national estuary programthat's
19| based in Berlin, Maryland, where | worked for
20| 18 years and where | also chaired the Coastal

21| Base Forestry Advisory Commttee. | work at
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1| DNR and the Maryl and anphi bian and reptile

2| atlas and the breeding bird atlas, where |

3| logged over 2,000 hours in the field and |

4 | subsequently hel ped wite the conservation

5| actions for the reptiles anphi bians and for the
6| bird sections in the 2015 Maryl and State

7| WIldlife Action Plan.

8 Since this is a wetland hearing |I'm goi ng

9| to be a good testifier and say that | think the
10 | degradations to the wetlands and the runoff

11| inpacts to the nearby Tier Il streans are

12 | unacceptable and, therefore, this permt should
13| be denied. 1'd also |like to add this would

14 | also set a very disturbing precedent in the

15| state of Maryland for cutting down woods to put
16 | in solar panels.

17 I'"d like to al so say that this Georgetown

18 | University proposal flies in the face of all

19| the forest restoration work that the state and

20| non-profits across that do pretty nuch every

21| day for everything frombox turtles to Scarl et
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1| Tanagers.

2 The bi ggest probl em east coast birds,

3| reptiles and anphi bi ans have is the | oss of

4 1 contiguous forest habitat. Wy do you reduce

5| greenhouse gasses if you're going to destroy

6| the habitat of the species you're trying to

7| save. Geenhouse gas calculations are

8| inportant but they're not all that matter.

9| Wen it cones to cutting giant holes in a few
10| intact forest conplexes left in the state, the
11 | nunber crunching i s neaningl ess.

12 | got ny undergraduate degree from Penn
13| State University and | have a Master's Degree
14 | from Boston College and | can't inmagi ne any of
15| those institutions ever being as poorly versed
16| in wldlife biodiversity and conservation in
17 | general as Georgetown University is in this

18| case. And the Florida based Oigis energy's
19 | droning on about property rights and fal se

20 | tradeoffs in the nedia doesn't nmake it any

21| easier to swall ow how Georgetown University
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1| ever got into bed with such an enterprise.

2| It's easy to see Origis energy's blind

3| financial incentive but it's hard to conprehend

4 | Georgetown University cal culous on their

5| institutions reputation.

6 M5. SIGLLITO Thank you. Jessica

7 Proctor.

8 Good evening. Thank you for the

9| opportunity to testify. M nane is Jessica

10| Proctor and I grew up in Charles County and |

11| have lived here for nearly all of ny life. |

12| am and al ways have been connected to this | and,
13| as | am too, a nenber of the Cedarville Band
14 | Pi scat away peopl e.

15 Pol l ution has toxified our air, water and
16 | | and nore and nore each day. W are hurting

17| for clean energy practices and for corporations
18| to take a novenent toward cl ean energy nore

19| seriously. W' ve seen our trees becone rapidly
20| w ped out by hundreds of acres over the past 15
21| years for housing devel opnents, gas stations,
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1| shopping centers and now what | hope would
2| never happen, solar farns.
3 Just like the fossil fuel industry has
4| bull dozed farns for decades, we are now
5| beginning to see those sane di sgusting and
6| disheartening practices fromthe renewabl e
7| energy sector. There doesn't seemto have been
8 | any consideration from Georgetown University or
9| Oigis for the ramfications of w ping out
10 | hundreds of acres of ancestral honel ands of the
11 | Pi scataway people and honel ands of wildlife
12| within this forest.
13 Actual ly by doing a quick Googl e search,
141 it seens that Origis has a history of choosing
15| controversial sites and w ping out tons of
16 | trees in the process and endangeri ng endanger ed
17 | species even further. Georgetown University
18| I'msure has many brilliant mnds |ike those
19| fromthe green organization here with us
20| tonight and others in your student body who |I'm
21| sure agree wth us and would likely be willing
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1| to find an alternative to killing trees and
2| wildlife to build this solar farm There are
3| plenty of lands that have al ready been
4| deforested that woul d make nuch nore sense to
5| use. And the environnental benefits to Charles
6| County fromw ping out our trees and our source
7| of oxygen and for clean energy to | eave our
8| state, our comunity and be transferred to
9| Georgetown just to better your inage to your
10 | wuniversity, there's no benefits for us.
11 | Al'though you'd be leaving the roots system
12| there, it wll likely produce a carbon
13| em ssions to deforest the site, install the
14| solar farmand naintain the area. It's a crude
15| display of conspicuous consunption and a
16 | blatant disregard to the wi shes of the
17 | Pi scataway peopl e, thank you.
18 "' m Angel a Barns. |'mhere representing
19 | the Accokeek Foundation, a non-profit that's
20| located in Southern Prince George's County. |
21| also wuld like to note that I'"'ma long tine
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1| Charles County resident, as well a nenber of

2| Piscataway Cedarvill e Band.

3 In addition to the ecol ogi cal inpacts

4| already noted this evening, we would like to

5| echo the sentinent shared by the native

6| comunity and offer additional perspectives to

7| take into consideration.

8 In 2015 in collaboration with nmenbers of

9| two state recogni zed Piscataway tribes the

10 | Accokeek Foundation's board chair, Dr. Virginia
11 | Busby co-published the indi genous study for the
12 | Nanj enoy and Mattawonan Creek wat ersheds. The
13 | purpose of this project was to identify and

14 | represent the indigenous culture | andscape for
15| the Nanjenoy and Mattawoman Creek watershed on
16 | the north shore of the Potomac River in Charles
17| and Prince George's Counti es.

18 The proposed sol ar project is situated

19| within the study area. During the research,

20| the cultural |andscape study founded that

21| additional research is still needed to be able
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1| to nore clearly establish connections between
2| the historic and the contenporary Piscataway
3| landscape there is virtually no archeol ogi cal
41 survey in the immediate and | arger area. The
5| level of historic property review is unknown
6| and should be addressed for indigenous and
7| other properties.
8 It's inmportant to note that the indigenous
9| cultural |andscape includes ecol ogical and
10| cultural resources. Biodiversity is
11 | exceedingly significant and preserving
12| contiguous large tracts within the ecol ogi cal
13| value that this property possesses is
14 | inportant.
15 Hi storic problens of social and econom c
16 | justice should conpel Georgetown University to
17| ensure that they enbrace ecological justice in
18 | this instance. Wile we applaud the
19 | university's interest in enbracing renewabl e
20 | energy resources, their decision nmaking and
21 | inpact assessnents nust be infornmed by
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1| effective comunity discussions with the goal

2| of doing no harmto human and ecol ogi cal

3| comunities, protecting cultural resources and

4 | respecting social justice.

5 The Accokeek Foundation respectfully

6| requests that both Georgetown University and

7| the appropriate agencies work with Piscataway

8 | comunity |ocal stakehol ders and conduct

9 | archaeol ogical survey and research further the
10 | inpact of this project on the irreplaceable

11 | environnmental and cultural resources and

12 | i ndi genous resources of this region, thank you.
13 M5. SIGLLITG It's alnost 9:40 and we
14 | have this roomuntil 10:00 o'clock. W wll

15| not be able to get through our whole |ist of

16 | speakers tonight, so there wll be a

17| continuation of the hearing, but we'll call on
18| a few nore and the next on the list is Erica
19 | Ml kay.

20 Good evening. M nane's Erica Mil kay, |'m
21| arelatively newresident to the area. | live
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1| on Smth Point Road in Nanjenoy and | did nove
2| here because of the forest and the wildlife
3| areas, so that was very inportant in choosing
41 this to be where | live and | oppose the
5| installation of the solar farm because it does
6| clear-cut so nuch of our forest, it is so
7| valuable. And everyone here tonight has pretty
8| much really said it. | applaud Georgetown in
9| their efforts to have solar and renewabl e
10 | energy, but | feel that they need to find a
11| better site that is already cleared, install
12| solar on their own facilities, upgrade
13| facilities, that they have -- enpl oy day
14| lighting really achieve green energy instead of
15| just saying we're going to clear-cut a forest
16 | to have solar. So please deny their permt so
17| we can keep our forests, thank you.
18 M5. SIALLITG Thank you.
19 Hel 1o, I'm Gwnn Bagley from Wite Pl ains,
20| Maryland. | grew up in Charles County. |
21| often go out on the rail trail bike path. |
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1| often go out kayaking in the Mattawoman Creek

2| and in the Nanjenoy Creek and there's -- |

3| always see many, many ot her people out there

41 enjoying the environnental in Southern

5| Maryland. |'m absolutely opposed to this

6| project and I would ask that you deny the

7| permt. | amconcerned about the precedent

8| this sets for future solar farnms in Maryl and,

9| of which there will surely be many nore. |

10| think that appropriate sites such as rooftops,
11| brown -- al ready degraded | and canopi es over
12 | parking lots should be found for these sites
13| before forested land is disturbed and so |

14 | woul d ask that you deny the permt, thank you.
15 Thank you for giving ne this opportunity
16 | to speak to you. And I'd like to acknow edge
17 | the Piscataway people, nmany of whom are ny

18 | friends. They've been here for thousands of
19| years and are still here. | actually appl aud
20 | Georgetown in |ooking to go with green

21| alternatives. | don't think this is the proper
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1| one to do. There's plenty of -- actually
2| there's |like sonebody el se nmentioned, there's
3| plenty of areas on their canpus that they don't
4| have solar on. There are areas with solar. |
5| would prefer to see them put nore solar on
6| their canpus first before they go | ooking for
7| taking away a forest. One of the concerns that
8| many of the other people have nentioned, that's
9| the increase in runoff and how that will affect
10| the streanms. The conpany said it will end at
11| the property. No, it won't because the water
12| will continue to flow downstreaminto other
13| areas, into the Potomac and into the Chesapeake
14 | Bay areas that | use for recreational
15| enjoynent. I'mnot fromthe area, this area,
16| I'mfromFalls Church but then neither is
17 | CGeorgetown and neither is Oigis.
18 And | think there's other maybe sources of
19| green that they could also |ook at. Sone of
20 | people nentioned using parking lots. Parking
21| lots in Georgetown, they can put canopi es on.
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1| There's a large south facing roof on Georget own
2| that they could put solar on, other flat roofs
3| that they could put solar on and have it in

4 | proper orientation to nmake a nmaxi num use of it.
5| So there's a lot they can do in their own

6 | backyard before they can cone taking sonebody

7| else's backyard.

8 And there's al so other ways, maybe one of
9| the things to look at is wind power. [t has a
10 | nuch snmaller footprint than any solar. Those
11| are things that should be | ooked at in

12 | addition. And basically you should | ook at

13 | areas that are already inpervious because

14| there's either a building or a parking |lot on
15| it. You can put |like a canopy over a parking
16 | lot, brown fields that have been def orested,

17| those type of areas to |look at first before you
18 | look at sonmething like this. | think it's the
19| wrong project at the wong tine. Thank you

20 | very nuch.

21 M5. SIGALLITG Thank you. Kathl een
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1| WMurphy.
2 Thank you nmy. Nane is Kathleen Mirphy
3| and I'mtestifying tonight in ny individual
41 capacity as a resident of Maryland. Since
5| growing up in Maryland, | have been able to
6| establish nyself -- a career as a community
7| advocate working with citizens in resource rich
8| countries around the world. For over seven
9| years |I've had the honor of working on issues
10 | faced by indigenous and other front |ine
11| comunities that live in or near sites of oil
12| and m neral extraction.
13 As sonmeone who has w tnessed the
14 | devastation of the fossil fuel industry
15| firsthand, |'ve becone an ardent supporter of
16 | renewabl e energy and the need for a transition
17| away fromfossil fuel reliance. Wile |
18 | whol eheartedly support renewabl e energy, |'ve
19 | becone increasingly disappointed as |I've
20 | researched this case to see sone of the
21| remmants of the sane extractivist nodel used by
CRC Salomon, Inc. www.cr csalomon.com - info@cr csalomon.com Page: 141

Office (410) 821-4888 2201 Old Court Road, Baltimore, MD 21208 Facsimile (410) 821-4889



Public Hearing Non-Tidal Wetlands Permit for MD Solar 1, LLC - Shugart Valley Place

1| the fossil fuel industry for years creeping
2| into renewabl e energy devel opnent.
3 |"mprimarily concerned with two maj or
4 | aspect of this project which inplicate
5| Ceorgetown and Oigis on one hand and the state
6| of Maryland on the other. According to
7| publicly avail able information, the Piscataway
8 | people that are indigenous to Southern Maryl and
9| and specifically Charles County have not been
10| formally consulted at all thus far in the
11 | planned devel opnent of this project. | would
12| like to point out that this is in contravention
13| to the internationally recognized right of
14 | indi genous communities to free prior and
15| informed consent for any large scale | and based
16 | investnent planned for their |and.
17 Since this project is planned for
18 | Piscataway ancestral |and and a Pi scat away
19 | community has been officially recognized as an
20 | indigenous group by the state of Maryl and since
21| 2012, | fail to understand why their rights to
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1| free prior and inforned consent have not been
2| respected thus far in this project. | do not
3| find the argunent that the land is privately
41 held as particularly relevant or conpelling
5| here.
6 On the second issue that is nost
7| concerning to nme is in regards to the state of
8| Maryland's failure to protect this area since
9| it is a targeted ecological area. According to
10| the definition by the Departnent of Natural
11 | Resources TEAs are | ands and wat ersheds t hat
12| have been identified as conservation priorities
13| by DNR for national resource protection.
14 | Therefore, | fail to understand why this area
15| designated as a TEA has not been, therefore,
16 | protected by the stateside program Qpen Space
17 | that provides funding for conservation of
18 | targeted | and based on ecol ogical priorities.
19 This forest is a critical part of
20| Maryland's remaining green infrastructure. How
21| can this piece of |land be zoned for
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1| agricultural use when it is a TEA
2| Furthernore, what is the purpose of the TEA
3| programnot to protect ecologically inportant
4| areas and incentivize private |andowners as is
5| relevant in this case to sell privately owned
6| land within a TEA to the state for
7| conservation.
8 To be clear, in a hypothetical sense |I am
9| not here to resist this project today, only to
10| find out that the |l and gets | ogged for tinber
11| at sone future tine. | amhere to oppose this
12| and any future project in this TEA and to pl ead
13| that state governnent do its job here and stop
14 | underm ning the intent of the TEA programin
15| the first place.
16 To this end, | request that the state
17 | reconsider its approval of this project and
18 | instead prioritize this land for conservation
19| wusing the tools at its disposal for exactly
20 | this purpose.
21 Furthernore, | wish that the state of
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1| Maryland woul d absolutely require any devel oper
2| seeking a project on Piscataway ancestral | and
3| to always in every case require devel opers to
41 seek free prior infornmed consent fromthe
5| Piscataway conmunity. Thank you.
6 Hel l o Lyla West from Lusby, Maryland. |
7| drove an hour to get here because this is so
8| inportant. | oppose this siting of this solar
9| farm It's aterrible site for solar farm and
10 | our country used to be nature surroundi ng human
11 | devel opnment and now it's human devel opnent
12 | surroundi ng nature.
13 This is a very valuable forest for the
14 | wetlands and the wildlife and the drinking
15| water supply. 1've been sent here tonight by
16 | ny adult children and adult grandchildren in
17| college, they spend their recreational dollars
18 | on outdoor recreation, they cone here to
19 | Southern Maryland to visit ne, not because ny
20 | cooking is good, but because of all the water
21| sports, birding, hiking, outdoor recreation in
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1| clean areas that they enjoy.

2 There are other sites to be found, many

3| sites of land that is already on inpervious

4| surfaces, |land that has al ready been degraded

5| by industry. Maryland has to require conpanies

6| tolimt their solar farns to these areas that

7| are already degraded. This forest is so

8| precious the last remaining forest, the |lungs

9| of Southern Maryland and of Maryl and, thank

10 | you.

11 Thank you. |'mLeonard Suza. | live in
12 | Sol onons, Maryland. M wife and | becane aware
13| of the relationship between water quality and
14| the marine environnental by running an oyster
15| restoration program here in Southern Mryl and
16 | for a nunmber of years. W planted mllions of
17| oysters.

18 In the course of ny exposure to

19 | environnmental matters | cane to | earn that

20| forests are far nore effective in retaining

21| rainwater runoff than |lawns and certainly nore
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1| effective in retaining rainwater runoff than
2| gravel surfaces or asphalt.
3 W saw the affects of clear cutting | and
4|1 on our oyster operation. In one creek where
5| people were raising oysters at their dock, a
6 | devel oper had cleared an adjoi ning piece of
7| land, a heavy rain occurred afterwards and what
8 | they had enjoyed previously as a dock becane a
9 | deck because there was so nuch sedi nent that
10 | washed down the creek and into their property,
11| surrounded it and literally they were
12 | surrounding by I and and previously they had
13 | been surrounded by water. This was in St.
141 Mary's County.
15 | think that you all in MDE and Secretary
16 | Gunbles have a very difficult situation that
17| you're facing, in that you are being asked to
18 | address one project and there's powerful
19 | argunents for its going through by the
20 | | andowner and the conpany and Georgetown. The
21| problemis that there's a cunulative affect to
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1| these projects and in this area where there's
2| so nuch erodible soil, if you approve this one
3| and then the next one has erodible soil and the
41 one after that and the one after that, what you
5| end up with is a curul ative inpact on the
6| environnment that's difficult to reverse. Mark
7| Gmay talked earlier about a certain type of
8| mnussel. W were concerned and still are
9 | concerned about oysters. Wat we are asking
10| you to do is to focus on | ooking for an
11| alternative, deny this particular project and
12| this location and find a place that will not be
13 | produci ng environnental danmage that w ||
14 | reverse the extraordinary efforts that MDE and
15| DNR are enploying to try to protect the
16 | environnental in Maryland. Thank you.
17 M5. SIGLLITG | don't believe that we
18| have tine for one nore, so what I'mgoing to do
19| nowis read ny closing remarks. And, |ike |
20| said, there will be a continuation of this
21| hearing and we will be begin that hearing
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1| working fromthe |ist that we have here and

2| starting with the next nanmes of the people that

3| indicated that they would |like to nmake a

4| statenent.

S The formal hearing record will remain open

6| until April 17th, 2019 at 5:00 p.m NME is

7| holding the record open until April 17, 2019

8 | because MDE understands that Georget own

9| University is undertaking an environnent al

10 | assessnent which will not be avail able for

11| public review and conment until approxinately
12| March 20th, 2019. So the record will remain

13| open until April 17, 2019, in order to provide
14 | an opportunity for the environnental assessnent
15| can be provided to MDE and for MDE to provide
16 | interested parties, including the applicant and
17 | project proponents, with an opportunity to

18 | review and provide MDE with additional

19 | comrents.

20 The departnment will conduct a continuation
21| of this hearing, either prior to the closure of
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1| the hearing record on April 17, 2019 or the
2| record closing date of April 17, 2019 wll also
3| allow the departnent to entertain requests for
4| continuation of the hearing. W wll continue
5| this hearing.
6 Qut front | have sheets that explain how
7| you can submt witten comments and |'m
8| assumng that they're still out there. |f not,
9! | still have a few nore up here, so please see
10| ne before you leave and | can give you those.
11| You can submt additional comments in witing
12| if you choose to. W appreciate your interest
13| in this project and thank you for attending
14 | tonight. Goodnight.
15 (The Hearing concluded at 10:00 p. m)
16
17
18
19
20
21
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CERTI FI CATE OF NOTARY PUBLI C

|, TEAGUE G BSON, the officer before whom
t he hearing was taken, do hereby certify that
the testinony appearing in the foregoing
transcript was taken by ne and thereafter
reduced to typewiting by ne; that said
testinony is a true record of the proceedi ngs;
and, further, that | amnot a relative or
enpl oyee of any person enpl oyed by the parties
hereto, nor financially or otherw se interested

in the outcone of this action.

TEAGUE G BSON, Notary Public in and for

the State of Maryl and.

o g G

19| My commi ssion expires: Cctober 6, 2019

20

21
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�0001

 01         MARYLAND DEPARTMENT OF THE ENVIRONMENT

 02              PUBLIC INFORMATIONAL HEARING

 03          FOR NON-TIDAL WETLANDS AND WATERWAYS

 04                   PERMIT APPLICATION

 05               SUBMITTED BY MD SOLAR 1 LLC.

 06  

 07                    *   *   *   *   *

 08  

 09                   February 27, 2019

 10                        7:00 p.m.

 11  

 12  

 13  

 14           Charles County Government Building

 15                   200 Baltimore Street

 16                    La Plata, Maryland

 17  

 18  

 19                    *   *   *   *   *

 20  

 21  

�0002

 01               P R O C E E D I N G S

 02  

 03       MS. SIGILLITO:  Good evening.  I would

 04  like to welcome everyone here to the Maryland

 05  Department of the Environment public

 06  informational hearing for non-tidal wetlands

 07  and waterways permit application submitted by

 08  MD Solar 1 LLC.

 09       My name is Amanda Sigillito and I am chief

 10  of the non-tidal wetlands division at the

 11  Maryland Department of the Environment.  I will

 12  be the presiding official for this evening's

 13  public informational hearing.  Also in

 14  attendance with me from the department are Jeff

 15  Thompson, who is the project manager and

 16  central region chief for the non-tidal wetlands

 17  division.  Jeff is in the back of the room.

 18  Bill Seiger, who is chief of the waterway

 19  construction division.  John Backus, to my

 20  left, who's program manager of the

 21  environmental standards and assessment program.
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 01  Matt Stover, who is chief of the water quality

 02  standards division.  And Angel Valdez, a

 03  naturally resource planner in the environmental

 04  standards and assessment program.  I would like

 05  to thank the Charles County Commissioners for

 06  the use of their facility this evening.

 07       At this time, I would like to introduce

 08  Secretary Ben Grumbles of the department for

 09  some opening remarks.

 10       MR. GRUMBLES:  I want to applaud all of

 11  you.  We are glad you're here.  We are really

 12  glad you're here.  This is the most important

 13  step for us in gathering information as part of

 14  the permitting review process.  I also want to

 15  thank the county for opening its doors, making

 16  this possible in this wonderful facility.

 17       I also want to say that the MDE staff is

 18  not intentionally this aloof.  It's the nature

 19  of the microphones system.  They need to sit

 20  there, otherwise they'd rather be closer in.

 21       This is a really important step in the
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 01  process for us and we understand there are

 02  strong and deeply held views on a variety of

 03  sides but this is critically important.  And I,

 04  as the secretary of the environment, want to

 05  say we absolutely will gather every single

 06  thing that's said tonight.

 07       I also want to underscore what Amanda will

 08  reinforce and that is our intention is to keep

 09  this hearing record open to gather additional

 10  information after tonight, in particular to

 11  gather information from proponents or those who

 12  would be purchasing the solar as to what the

 13  environmental impacts would be.  We know that

 14  Georgetown University is looking harder at this

 15  project.  So we have this hearing tonight to

 16  begin the process of gathering more public

 17  information and we will keep the hearing record

 18  open and we are going to continue to keep it

 19  open as we gather more information from you.

 20       And, again, on behalf of the Department of

 21  the Environment, I just want to thank all of
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 01  you for your commitment, your interests, every

 02  single one of us understands that this is an

 03  important decision to be made and it can only

 04  be improved by gathering more information from

 05  the public and also learning more about the

 06  specific proposal and the components of it.  So

 07  thank you so much for being here and I'll turn

 08  it back to you, Amanda, to move forward.

 09       MS. SIGILLITO:  Thank you, Secretary

 10  Grumbles.  We are here tonight in the context

 11  of MDE's review of an application for a solar

 12  project which presents a range of issues,

 13  including proposed impacts to non-tidal

 14  wetlands and waterways.  MDE is seeking from

 15  the attendees here tonight your perspectives,

 16  views and concerns about the proposed project

 17  and its impact on non-tidal wetlands and

 18  waterways.

 19       Public input is not only part of the

 20  administrative process for permitting, it is

 21  also essential to making well-informed and
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 01  thoughtful decisions.  After I make some

 02  additional remarks about the pending

 03  application and its proposed impacts to

 04  non-tidal wetlands and waterways, I will then

 05  call on the applicant or the applicant's

 06  representative to make a statement regarding

 07  their project.

 08       After these required presentations, the

 09  department will facility public statements by

 10  first calling on any elected officials or their

 11  representatives to make a statement.  We will

 12  then call on those of you who indicated on the

 13  sign-in sheets that you would like to speak.

 14  You will be called out in the order that you

 15  signed in.

 16       It's not necessary to read a statement to

 17  make it part of the official record.  Written

 18  comments will also be accepted and received the

 19  same consideration as any oral statement.  In

 20  fact, for accuracy, if you have a letter to

 21  read into the record, I suggest you also
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 01  provide us with the letter when you finish.

 02       We do not permit cross-examination of the

 03  speakers during their presentations, but you

 04  may pose questions as part of your statement

 05  for our consideration in our permit evaluation.

 06       This venue is for the department to hear

 07  and record your public comments.  While we will

 08  not be responding to questions or comments

 09  posed tonight, those of you who have specific

 10  questions, may pose them as part of your formal

 11  statement.

 12       The public informational hearing is being

 13  recorded.  While the recordings will not

 14  necessarily be transcribed they will be used by

 15  the department to facility decision making.  If

 16  there's anyone who has not signed the

 17  attendance sheet out front, please do so before

 18  you leave tonight.

 19       In addition to identifying those of you

 20  who would like to make a statement following

 21  the applicant's presentation, the attendance
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 01  sheets will be used to notify you of any

 02  subsequent or additional opportunities for

 03  public comment.  For example, if there are any

 04  additional environmental assessments which are

 05  completed and submitted to the record, MDE will

 06  provide an opportunity for public review and

 07  comment on the assessments and continue this

 08  hearing.  This list will also be used to notify

 09  you with a decision and provide you with a copy

 10  of the hearing reports.

 11       At this time I would like to acknowledge

 12  any elected officials who may be present here

 13  this evening.  There are none.  The

 14  department's conducting this evening's public

 15  informational hearing pursuant Subsection 5-204

 16  of the Environmental Article and Code Maryland

 17  Regulations 26230202, 26170413 and 26080204-1.

 18       The purpose of this public informational

 19  hearing is for the applicant, MD Solar 1 LLC,

 20  to present an analysis impact that may be

 21  associated with the proposed activity,
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 01  including the impacts addressed in the

 02  non-tidal wetlands and waterways permit

 03  application pending before the department.

 04       This public informational hearing is for

 05  non-tidal wetlands and waterways Permit

 06  Application Number 18-NT-0323/201861760

 07  submitted by MDE Solar 1 LLC.  MDE Solar 1 LLC

 08  has applied to construct a 32.5 megawatt

 09  fixed-tilt solar panel array to provide energy

 10  to Georgetown University.  The project location

 11  is 4850 Shugart Valley Place, La Plata in

 12  Charles County.

 13       The project will include site clearing and

 14  grubbing of approximately 210 acres, the

 15  installation of modular solar panels, access

 16  and maintenance roads and electrical

 17  substation, overhead connection lines, security

 18  fence and screening landscape.  The project

 19  will permanently impact 15,670 square feet of

 20  the 25-foot non-tidal wetlands buffer, 40

 21  linear feet of stream and convert 4,550 square
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 01  feet of forest wetland to emergent wetlands.

 02  The project will also temporarily impact 22

 03  linear feet of stream.

 04       The project area is within the Ward's Run

 05  watershed, which includes two Tier II or

 06  high-quality stream segments.  Currently both

 07  streams have assimilative capacity, meaning

 08  they are not considered degraded from their

 09  high-quality condition.  The project's

 10  potential impact on Tier II stream segments

 11  includes reduction of forest cover in the

 12  watershed of the Tier II streams, as well as a

 13  reduction of the existing riparian buffers on

 14  Tier II and other on site streams.

 15       At this time, I'll now ask the MD Solar 1

 16  LLC or their representative to come forward and

 17  make a presentation and if you could begin my

 18  giving us your names, please?

 19       MR. THOMAS:  My name's a Jason Thomas.

 20  I'm the director of development for Origis

 21  Energy.  The purpose of my testimony tonight is
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 01  to provide an overview of the proposed MD Solar

 02  1 project.  I've been asked to keep my remarks

 03  brief.  Origis Energy is the solar development

 04  and operation company proposing the project.

 05  MD Solar 1 is the applicant seeking the

 06  waterway crossing and wetlands permit from the

 07  Maryland Department of the Environment.

 08       This slide shows the view of the project.

 09  This board is also available in the alcove

 10  around the corner.  The MD Solar 1 project is a

 11  32.5 megawatt alternating current photovoltaic

 12  solar facility.  The project is approximately

 13  249 acres within two parcels totaling 588

 14  acres.  The project address is 4852 Shugart

 15  Valley Place, La Plata, Maryland.

 16       The permit application is associated with

 17  impacts in three specific areas, a temporary

 18  bridge on Shugart Valley Place that crosses

 19  Ward's Run.  One culvert and an emergency

 20  access road and timbering two different

 21  locations on a generation tie line to
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 01  facilitate interconnection to the power line in

 02  the southeast corner.  Dane Bower with H&B

 03  Services is here to explain the details of the

 04  permit application.

 05       MR. BOWER:  I'm Dane Bower with H&B

 06  Solutions.  My partner and I, Melissa Hall, we

 07  do the environment assessments, do the

 08  submittals for permits and other approvals at

 09  the state and local level.  When the client --

 10  they didn't purchase the property but we got

 11  lease agreements here and identified the

 12  property.  We oversaw a team of various

 13  consultants and engineering firms that did the

 14  evaluation.

 15       One of the things that I think is

 16  important to point out that this project

 17  probably got more field reviews and evaluations

 18  and joint site visits with representatives from

 19  DNR and MDE and other consultants on the team

 20  to identify the site in terms of its

 21  constraints, whether or not there were soils
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 01  that had to be avoided or slopes or wetlands or

 02  streams and it took months in order to identify

 03  all these constraints.

 04       Once the constraints were identified, it

 05  was given to the designers, they came up with

 06  the preliminary plan that you see before you

 07  and the goal was to completely eliminate any

 08  impacts on wetlands.

 09       In this slide here you can see there were

 10  only three areas as defined by Jason that were

 11  impacted.  Out of 210 acres of project, there

 12  were only 6,000 square feet impacted; all of

 13  them were unavoidable.

 14       Up there where it says stream crossing

 15  there is an existing culvert that has concrete

 16  over it that is used for access by the property

 17  owners who live there.  It was not sufficient

 18  in size or structure in order to support

 19  construction equipment that would come in, so

 20  just downstream of Ward's Run from the existing

 21  culvert, we have to put a temporary bridge.
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 01  There's some impact to the stream buffers and

 02  they're all temporary in nature and there has

 03  to be a hydrologic analysis to make sure that

 04  we're not affecting the flood plain in any way.

 05  The impact that was calculated is about 320

 06  square feet.

 07       Also there is a culvert, where it says

 08  stream disturbance on the left side bottom of

 09  the slide, in that area there's an existing

 10  culvert which is not in good condition, needs

 11  to be repaired and upgraded and expanded

 12  somewhat in size.  The total square footage

 13  associated with that is 240 square feet, very

 14  minimal very small.

 15       Off to the right you can see the dotted

 16  lines that run from the corner of our project

 17  down to a new substation.  That's the

 18  interconnection.  Overhead lines and guidance

 19  for clearing is by the National Electrical

 20  Safety Codes.  And there's a 75-foot corridor.

 21  We have to clear the trees in those areas but
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 01  we're not taking the roots out.  We're only

 02  timbering them.  So the root structure will

 03  stay in so we're not disturbing the land itself

 04  and there will be maintenance plans for that.

 05  We only touched on a few areas that were

 06  wetlands.  It wasn't wetlands all underneath

 07  that corridor, only where the two dark spots

 08  are and the total impact in that area was 4,550

 09  square feet.  So all together the unavoidable

 10  impacts were far less than an acre.

 11       I might point out that the setbacks that

 12  the applicant has proposed are beyond COMAR.

 13  COMAR requires a 25-foot setback.  Every place

 14  on this property they have -- the plan calls

 15  for a 35-foot setback.  In addition to that

 16  there are mitigation requirements associated

 17  with the Public Service Commission license that

 18  was issued, one on them is a one-to-one

 19  mitigation on any forest clearing.  The client

 20  and applicant is proposing to exceed that

 21  requirement and exceed many other setback
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 01  requirements.  That's a general overview of

 02  what we applied for and I think that's probably

 03  sufficient for the record, unless MDE thinks we

 04  may need more.

 05       MS. SIGILLITO:  Thank you.  I will now ask

 06  any elected officials or their representatives

 07  who may be present if they care to make a

 08  statement, then I will begin to call on members

 09  of the general public to make a statement.

 10       When I call your name, if you would,

 11  please come forward to speak from this

 12  position.  If it's difficult for you to come

 13  down we can run the wireless mic out to you.

 14  Let us know.

 15       Please start your statements by clearing

 16  stating your name and any interests which you

 17  may be representing.  In order that all persons

 18  wishing to speak may have an opportunity to do

 19  so, I will appreciate summarizing your

 20  statement and limiting your speaking to no

 21  longer than three minutes.
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 01       So I know at the beginning I asked if

 02  there were any elected officials and there

 03  weren't any in the room, but has anyone come in

 04  since we started the hearing?

 05       Then I will start calling on those of you

 06  who wish to make a statement.  And the first

 07  name is Austin Dougherty and the next on the

 08  list is Mary Pat Dougherty.

 09       Good evening.  I am Austin Dougherty I

 10  reside at 9220 Tayloes Neck Road in Nanjemoy,

 11  Maryland.  I am a member of the Nanjemoy

 12  Potomac Environmental Coalition.  I oppose the

 13  issuance of the wetlands permit to the above

 14  referenced project.  As other participants in

 15  this evening's discussion have noted in their

 16  submissions, Charles County's 2016

 17  comprehensive plan does announce a goal of

 18  growing a green economy with an increased

 19  number of jobs in the clean energy and energy

 20  efficiency sector.  That is a laudable goal.  I

 21  support it.  And I don't know anyone who
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 01  doesn't.  But why should the first move in

 02  pursuit of a green economy be the destruction

 03  of greenery.

 04       As I recall, the road to the comprehensive

 05  plan entailed many more hours of deliberation

 06  about the need to forestall further sprawl

 07  development.  Citizen input and government

 08  resolve sought to save what is left of our

 09  forest canopy, our farms and our waters by

 10  designating priority preservation areas like

 11  the Nanjemoy peninsula where Solar 1 site is

 12  located.

 13       I know that we are here tonight to give

 14  fair consideration to concerns relating to the

 15  pendency of this wetlands permit.  However, I

 16  feel that the truth has not been well-served in

 17  the application process to date since,

 18  obviously, someone couldn't see the forest for

 19  the trees.  Respectfully submitted.

 20       MS. SIGILLITO:  Thank you.  Next will be

 21  Mary Pat Dougherty and the next person will be
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 01  Maurice Dipoly and Brian Klass.

 02       Mary Pat Dougherty, 9220 Tayloes Neck

 03  Road, Nanjemoy, Maryland.  A wetlands permit is

 04  required from the Maryland Department of the

 05  Environment to let the project proceed.  After

 06  considering all the issues the permit should be

 07  denied.  A special exemption was needed from

 08  the Board of Appeals to advance this project to

 09  where it is today, however, many issues stand

 10  out such as a statewide blueprint for solar

 11  energy is actively being pursued in Annapolis.

 12  The value of the tree canopy was

 13  underestimated.  There is an extreme amount of

 14  soil disturbance necessary due to steep slopes

 15  and changes of elevation.  The quality of the

 16  streams and how they flow into the Nanjemoy

 17  Creek, the extent of the wetland after a year

 18  of heavy rain and how it has to be crossed.

 19  The out of state usage of solar power counting

 20  for credit in Charles County and the state of

 21  Maryland.  The probable extensive and continued
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 01  use of a weed killer such as Roundup for

 02  routine maintenance, the potential

 03  environmental impact has not been calculated or

 04  is unknown.

 05       The use of Roundup poses a hazard to the

 06  pollinators, birds, frogs, fish, crabs wildlife

 07  and humans.  All these issues are not

 08  consistent with land-use plans, sustainability

 09  and the well-being of the surrounding

 10  community.  There is no benefit to the

 11  surrounding community when the waterways are

 12  silted and polluted by chemicals.

 13       Questions to ponder.  Renewable energy and

 14  climate goals.  How does cutting down trees,

 15  destroying habitat, disturbing soil, traversing

 16  wetlands, traversing streams and potentially

 17  polluting them and driving up air temperatures

 18  add up as a way to reach local, state, regional

 19  and federal renewable energy and climate goals.

 20  Has this loss been subtracted from the bottom

 21  line.
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 01       Close proximity to power lines.  Why not

 02  install solar adjacent the miles and miles of

 03  existing SMECO and Dominion power lines where

 04  the land is already cleared, the infrastructure

 05  exists to tap into and is already maintained.

 06       Weed killer usage.  Is Roundup the next

 07  DDT.  Fishing and crabbing.  Will the industry

 08  be affected in the future due to poor water

 09  quality.  Property rights.  Do you really have

 10  the right to do whatever you want on your

 11  property.  Don't we all have to get permits to

 12  build anywhere, especially in sensitive areas.

 13  Don't we all have to meet certain standards and

 14  submit to various inspections and comply with

 15  the zoning regulations.  Best management

 16  practices.  Have any been established for this

 17  industry or is it simply the next gold rush.

 18       MS. SIGILLITO:  Thank you.  Maurice

 19  Dipoly.  And next up will be Brian Klass.

 20       THE WITNESS:  Good evening.  My name is

 21  Maurice Dipoly I reside in Waldorf, Maryland.
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 01  Been a county resident almost 44 years.

 02  Looking forward to being a resident for another

 03  44 years I hope.  I'm against this project.  To

 04  me clearing 200 plus acres, cutting down our

 05  trees, which give us oxygen, cutting the trees

 06  down and leaving the roots makes no sense.

 07  Because what's above the roots creates the

 08  oxygen and helps helps us breathe.

 09       Now this project is Georgetown and D.C.

 10  What are we gaining from it.  We're gaining

 11  some rent money for a few years and that's it.

 12  No jobs, jobs to build it, but no permanent

 13  jobs to maintain it afterwards.  If this

 14  project is so important to our rural

 15  communities, then we should have a vote on it

 16  and a referendum of some type in this county,

 17  not just being voted on by a few members of our

 18  commission.

 19       Have you noticed how many homes are being

 20  built in St. Charles on the parkway, one house

 21  for 1/8th of an acre.  West of 301 the
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 01  Washington -- WCD has one house per 20 acres.

 02  This doesn't make sense.  You try to conserve

 03  the land with 20 acres for one house and now

 04  you want to cut down trees on 200 plus acres.

 05  It doesn't make sense.  It's not consistent

 06  with what we've been doing.  If it's wrong last

 07  year to approve the 20 acres, it's wrong this

 08  year to approve this 200 plus acre property.

 09  Do not approve this project for Georgetown and

 10  Washington, D.C.  If we're not going to benefit

 11  by jobs, this county needs jobs.  We don't need

 12  more environmental impact what we're going to

 13  be having.  Cutting down the trees is not going

 14  to help us at all.  Soon this will be a

 15  treeless community.

 16       I moved here 44 years ago because it was

 17  raw.  There was one light in our community and

 18  that's at 301 and Route 5.  I worked at

 19  Andrews.  Take me 20 minutes to get there.  Now

 20  forget it.  I can't count the number of lights

 21  and the number of time it takes me to get
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 01  there.  Do not cut down the trees.  Do not

 02  approve this project.  I ask you to help us

 03  breathe.  We're going to breathe more, I have

 04  COPD so it's hard for me to breathe.  Don't cut

 05  off my oxygen by cutting down these trees.

 06  Thank you for your time.

 07       MS. SIGILLITO:  Thank you.  Brian Klass

 08  and then Daniel Michael.

 09       My name is Brian Klass and I live at 10340

 10  Tayloes Neck Road in Nanjemoy.  I'm here to

 11  support the proposed solar project on Shugart

 12  Valley Place in La Plata.  I reviewed this

 13  project and am comfortable that the significant

 14  benefits of this project fair outweigh the

 15  minimal impact this project will have on our

 16  environment.

 17       I am proud that we are moving forward on a

 18  project that will transition 32.5 megawatts of

 19  power produced from carbon emitting fossil

 20  fuels to clean renewable energy.  As some may

 21  know, these projects can't just be placed
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 01  anywhere.  This project is in close proximity

 02  to high capacity power lines capable of

 03  accepting and transmitting this amount of

 04  electrical energy as required.  We are placing

 05  this project in the proper location.  Hands

 06  down, without question, this is an incredible

 07  win for our community and our environment.

 08       As an owner of a Maryland certified tree

 09  farm, I am also comfortable in the decision

 10  this landowner has made in cutting the number

 11  of trees required to create this solar farm.

 12  They are capable today of clear-cutting this

 13  entire 588 acre parcel just as every other

 14  property owner in this zoning district is

 15  allowed.  Timbering is an allowable use.  But

 16  they decided to cut less than half of their

 17  parcel and place the remainder in a perpetual

 18  conservation easement.  I respect their

 19  decision and commend their efforts to address

 20  concerns from the community, which they have

 21  done openly, honestly and in good faith.
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 01       This project was presented to and approved

 02  by our county's Planning Commission.  The

 03  Planning Commission's decision was upheld

 04  unanimously by our county's Board of Appeals.

 05  They received these approvals because this is a

 06  good project.

 07       When Governor Hogan took office he said

 08  proudly that Maryland was open for business.

 09  We have a business venture that has been

 10  properly vetted, approved by all local

 11  authorities and provides clean, renewable

 12  energy, but I'd also like to share some other

 13  numbers.  The current tax bill for the largest

 14  parcel that the majority of solar paneled will

 15  be on at this site is $3,200 a year.

 16       A leader for the opposition of this

 17  project placed a letter if our local paper this

 18  morning that upon completion of this project,

 19  and I quote, Charles County would only receive

 20  $125,000 per year in personal property taxes

 21  and would end up with not even one permanent

�0027

 01  full-time job.  I was kind of taken back by

 02  this.  Based on their own numbers and estimates

 03  of this project will generate over $1.2 million

 04  in additional tax revenue over the next 10

 05  years.  This money can be used to hire new

 06  teacher, hire new police officers, fund our

 07  county's non-profits.  This money could be used

 08  to provide tax relieve.

 09       I assure you, this additional revenue is

 10  need this project is a huge win for our state

 11  or county, our environment and our tax payers.

 12       Maryland has participated in the Regional

 13  Greenhouse Gas Initiative since 2007.  The RGGI

 14  is a cooperative effort by nine northeast and

 15  mid-Atlantic states to reduce CO2 emissions.

 16  Upon completion of this project, we will

 17  eliminate the greenhouse gases generated by

 18  32.5 megawatts of power generated from fossil

 19  burning power plants.  I am proud of this.  I

 20  am proud to support this project, as it aligns

 21  with Maryland's goal of reducing greenhouse
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 01  gases.  This is a noble project and I request

 02  the MDE approve the permit needed to proceed,

 03  thank you.

 04       MS. SIGILLITO:  Daniel Michael and then

 05  Ken Hastings.

 06       THE WITNESS:  Good evening.  I'm Danny

 07  Michael, a La Plata resident, Charles County

 08  resident all my life.  I'm here representing

 09  the Charles County Chamber of Commerce as their

 10  chairman.  On behalf of the Charles County

 11  Chamber of Commerce, I'm pleased to express our

 12  support for the Maryland Solar 1 solar power

 13  project proposed for Shugart Valley Place in La

 14  Plata, Maryland.

 15       The Shugart solar power project is an

 16  innovative renewable energy project that

 17  demonstrates how business and the environment

 18  can coexist in a mutually beneficial manner.

 19  The chamber recommends MDE approve the issuance

 20  of the wetlands permit for this project.

 21       In making its assessment, the chamber
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 01  reviewed the needs of the Charles County

 02  community as set forth in the Charles County

 03  comprehensive plan, the benefits to the Charles

 04  County community, the strict regulatory

 05  controls and reviews associated with this type

 06  of project, the conditions imposed upon the

 07  project by the state and Charles county, the

 08  steps this project has taken to offset and

 09  mitigate any impacts and the environmentally

 10  sensitive design of the project.

 11       The chamber also reviewed the November

 12  2018 report commissioned by the Public Service

 13  Commission to study the impact of solar energy

 14  in Maryland.  After such review the chamber

 15  believes that the project strikes the

 16  appropriate balance between green economic

 17  development project, individual property rights

 18  and the requisite environmental protections.

 19  The chamber's particularly pleased to see this

 20  opportunity in the western side of Charles

 21  County, as the chamber has been particularly
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 01  focused on opportunities for redevelopment and

 02  business investment in this area of the county.

 03       The November 2018 report to the PSE

 04  concluded that the solar energy generates over

 05  23,460 jobs over 1.39 billion in labor income

 06  and tax revenue for the state of Maryland.

 07  1.39 billion in labor income and tax revenue

 08  for the state of Maryland.

 09       In Charles County, the Shugart solar

 10  project is estimated to generate capital

 11  investment of approximately 31 million to $34

 12  million, increase of over 200 design,

 13  management and construction jobs.  The project

 14  will also connect to the power grid via the

 15  SMECO utility structure.  Such an

 16  interconnection will provide reliability and

 17  sustainability to the power grid within Charles

 18  County.  More importantly the project's clean

 19  solar energy will avoid up to 49,000 metric

 20  tons of carbon emissions per year.

 21       This project furthers Charles County's
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 01  2016 comprehensive plan goal of growing a green

 02  economic with an increased number of jobs in

 03  the clean energy and energy efficiency sector.

 04  By proposing to preserve in perpetuity over 296

 05  acres of trees which are currently unprotected.

 06  The project also advances the 2016

 07  comprehensive plan goal of protecting large

 08  forested areas.

 09       The project provides an additional benefit

 10  of keeping the property supportive of

 11  agricultural production via planting of

 12  naturally plants and grasses under and around

 13  the solar panels in accordance with the county

 14  approved pollinator plan to enhance needed

 15  habitat and the county's farming base.  Thank

 16  you very much for your time.  I have an

 17  additional letter here from Ebby Hungerford,

 18  our chair the economic development committee

 19  from Charles County Chamber of Commerce.  I

 20  will not read it but I'd like to provide it.

 21       MS. SIGILLITO:  Thank you.  Ken Hastings
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 01  Bruce Dudley and Kevin Grimes.

 02       My name's Ken Hastings.  I live at 3904

 03  Fort Holly Drive, Mechanicsville 20659.  I

 04  provided a letter, it has some references in

 05  there that I'm not going to try to go through

 06  that entire letter.

 07       According to COMAR, MDE must consider the

 08  following factors before issuing the wetlands

 09  permit.  Number 1, whether the applicant can

 10  document a good faith effort to analyze all

 11  alternative sites to avoid and minimize adverse

 12  impacts.  For this project the wetlands impacts

 13  weren't even identified until well after the

 14  option to purchase the site was signed.

 15       Two, whether the applicant can document

 16  attempts on obtain land ownership interests or

 17  other rights to conduct a project on an

 18  alternative sites which avoid and minimize

 19  impacts.  Gold standard test for this when

 20  determining a good faith effort is made is

 21  documentation of actual efforts to purchase
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 01  alternative sites and a formal rejection of

 02  those offers.

 03       Number 3, the total number and the

 04  physical economic and demographic

 05  characteristics of alternative sites

 06  considered.  The applicant says two to four

 07  sites were evaluated.  So was it two, was it

 08  three, was it four alternative sites evaluated

 09  years benefit the wetlands impact will be

 10  revealed.  Where were they and why were they

 11  worse than this site.

 12       Number 4, every state could reduce adverse

 13  impacts of non-tidal wetlands by review of site

 14  design of project configuration on each

 15  alternative site and analysis.  ECS mid-Atlantic

 16  in a letter dated 2/16/18 recommended an

 17  alternative to clearing wetlands but that issue

 18  never made it into an on-site alternative

 19  analysis I don't know if it's a good idea or

 20  not but it belongs in the alternatives

 21  analysis.
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 01       I requested MDE deny the permit

 02  application for failure of the applicant to

 03  satisfy the regulatory mandates designed to

 04  stop irresponsible projects like this one.

 05       The present position authorized by COMAR

 06  is already been validated and established.  In

 07  1997 MDE denied a wetlands permit for the

 08  Summit Hill 3 project in St. Mary's County

 09  because the applicant failed to make sincere

 10  attempts to avoid the wetlands impacts by

 11  buying property somewhere else.

 12       In COMAR terms the applicant failed to

 13  show good faith effort because he couldn't

 14  produce a written offer to purchase any other

 15  properties.  The applicant appealed the MDE

 16  decision to the Office of Administrative

 17  Hearings.  I included reference to that in my

 18  written comments.  In 1999 the administrative

 19  law judge affirmed the MDE denial and the

 20  project died a natural death with this

 21  conclusion of law.  The MDE properly denied the
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 01  application for a non-tidal wetlands permit for

 02  the reason that the appellant did not establish

 03  good faith efforts had been made to analyze

 04  obtaining purchase of land or right-of-way to

 05  avoid or minimize adverse impacts.  Thank you.

 06       MS. SIGILLITO:  Thank you.

 07       My name is names Chris Dudley.  I live in

 08  Bryans Road.  Just before we start, I note on

 09  the prior testimony, the Planning Commission in

 10  Charles County hasn't looked at this.

 11       So there are two sorts of errors in the

 12  application that I want to point out here,

 13  first have to do with the motivation for the

 14  project, the other have to do with the claims

 15  about the limitations of MDE's jurisdiction in

 16  the application.

 17       Regarding motivation, I wrote to Jeff

 18  Shaw, SMECO's VP for distributed resources and

 19  sustainability, I wrote, I was sent a copy of

 20  the wetlands permit application for MD Solar 1,

 21  had a hearing here.  The purpose, and it says
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 01  for the purpose of the project under 2D the

 02  purpose of the project is the construction,

 03  operating and maintenance of a solar energy

 04  generation facility.  The facility will

 05  generate renewable energy to support the state

 06  of Maryland's renewable portfolio standard.

 07  This project was selected by SMECO to provide

 08  renewable energy for the purpose of satisfying

 09  their requirements for renewable energy.  The

 10  proposed panels have been placed, et cetera.

 11  You have it before you.

 12       This sounds as though they've cut and

 13  pasted from the Ripley project we discussed,

 14  since the power for this project will be sold

 15  to Georgetown University as a green project of

 16  their's and an entity outside the regional

 17  greenhouse gas initiative compact.  It is hard

 18  to see how it satisfies any SMEOCO or state of

 19  Maryland needs.  Were you aware that SMECO's

 20  name's being used in this apparently

 21  inappropriate manner.
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 01       He responded.  I thank you for the update.

 02  You're correct.  SMECO's not the outtaker of

 03  this project, it must have been an error of cut

 04  and paste.  I, SMECO, was not aware of this

 05  error and will let them know.  That's the end

 06  of what he had to say.

 07       Looking at Maryland RPS law, this project

 08  also does not appear to qualify for meeting

 09  state requirements.  The error in 2D means the

 10  error in seven, public need, public need as

 11  well.  7E, energy is spoken for,

 12  non-supplemental.  F, it does not serve local

 13  residents because power's not sold to SMECO,

 14  the entity that serves the local residents.  So

 15  those are the motivation problems.

 16       Regarding jurisdictions.  Appendix 2 of

 17  the project description there's the claim,

 18  placing the proposed solar array outside

 19  jurisdictional areas is false, as documented in

 20  the September 11th, 2017 MDE memo.

 21       A Tier II stream catchment is a

�0038

 01  jurisdictional area.  Clear-cut and catchment

 02  with manifestly no assimilative capacity for

 03  sediment load or to support the state listed

 04  endangered dwarf wedge mussels cannot be

 05  mitigated by any BMV and the application has

 06  not even proposed settlement ponds.

 07       This is related to the false claim 4F.  No

 08  existing waters will be filled.  Here in

 09  Charles County -- well, I'll hand you some

 10  more, but we've had problems of fillings of

 11  Port Tobacco river from sediment.  It's been a

 12  horrible thing for the county historically and

 13  we just shouldn't allow -- the dwarf wedge

 14  mussel is federally and state listed.

 15       MS. SIGILLITO:  Thank you.  Kevin Grimes

 16  and Megan Mall.

 17       My name is Kevin Grimes.  I live in

 18  Nanjemoy, Maryland, 10450 Oxcart Lane.  I live

 19  on the Nanjemoy Creek that this project will

 20  affect the stream that I live on.

 21       Trees absorb carbon dioxide and convert it
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 01  back into oxygen.  This is how most living

 02  things stay alive.  I'm asking for respect for

 03  the web of life and in the Nanjemoy forest

 04  ecosystem and to protect biodiversity of the

 05  forest.  I'm asking for support to protect

 06  threatened ecosystems.  I believe Origis needs

 07  experts who understand sustainable projects,

 08  which this project is not.

 09       It is going to take everyone, business

 10  people, politicians, farmers, lawyers,

 11  environmentalists, parents and students to

 12  ensure better future.  We see flood waters

 13  taking days or even weeks to reseed in the

 14  county.  The high waters stay up, flood area

 15  signs are being put where flooding wasn't an

 16  issue in the past.  Overall rainfall is

 17  increasing over large parts of the world,

 18  especially the type of storms that bring huge

 19  downpours and in short periods of time with

 20  faster, heavier rains coming -- flooding that

 21  this project would not be able to deal with.
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 01       Forest is the best land use for preventing

 02  flooding.  This type of development is

 03  counterproductive.  It threatens the already

 04  endangered dwarf wedge muscle, along with

 05  anadromous fish such a river herring, shad,

 06  which both use -- the river herring shad have a

 07  moratorium on them.  You cannot keep them.

 08  Also semi-anadromous fish, such as yellow perch

 09  use both streams, Ward's Run, also to spawn.

 10       Can anyone honestly say that this project

 11  will leave these waters, Ward's Run or Nanjemoy

 12  Creek, better than it is now.  The answer is

 13  no.  The project is a lose-lose for Charles

 14  County.

 15       Healthy streams are quickly becoming a

 16  thing of past.  While Georgetown University

 17  students eat at the finest restaurants, many

 18  residents of Nanjemoy rely on the fish we catch

 19  for food, for dinner these streams.  As well,

 20  commercial fisherman count on these waters to

 21  make a living.  This counterproductive growth
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 01  is not economic development.  Other sites were

 02  not explored.

 03       Origis bragged that they have good soil on

 04  airfields.  Maryland Airport received $22

 05  million of our federal tax dollars and then

 06  they went bankrupt.  They cleared a hundred

 07  acres and filled in stream valley.  Putting

 08  solar there would be a win-win for the county.

 09  Thank you.

 10       MS. SIGILLITO:  Thank you.  David Mall and

 11  then Loretta D'estacio.  And then Mark Holtz.

 12       My name is David Mall.  I'm kind of an

 13  outsider here.  I'm from Bel Air in Harford

 14  County, but I've been an avid outdoorsman all

 15  my life.  And I worked in the construction

 16  industry and have benefited from a a lot of

 17  clearing of wooded sites and every time I see

 18  the bulldozers in a site tearing down trees it

 19  tears my stomach out.  It's like someone kicked

 20  me in the stomach.

 21       I'm an avid scuba diver, sailor on the
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 01  Chesapeake Bay, amateur herbatologist and I

 02  just enjoy the outdoors, canoeing, sailing,

 03  whatever.

 04       I've seen the quality of the water in the

 05  Chesapeake degrade.  I grew up on Seneca Creek

 06  in Baltimore County.  As a young child used to

 07  go out and snorkel and dive in the waters there

 08  and we had excellent visibility.  Now you can't

 09  see your hand in front of your face.

 10       Every time there is a property cleared,

 11  wooded property cleared, it increases the

 12  runoff into the Bay, it degrades the

 13  environment.  And we're all for solar power and

 14  improving the environment by generating solar

 15  panels, I have solar panels on my sailboat and

 16  they work just -- performed beyond my wildest

 17  expectation.  So I'm all for solar.  But to

 18  tear down 200 acres of trees and bulldozer the

 19  environment, it absolutely makes no sense.

 20  There are plenty of other areas where this

 21  site -- these solar panels can be sighted
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 01  without the destruction of a natural

 02  environment.  And it makes no sense to me to

 03  cut down 200 acres, to clear 200 acres of trees

 04  and destroy the habitat of enumerable wildlife

 05  animals and reptiles, amphibians, squirrels,

 06  birds everything.  It just makes no sense

 07  whatsoever.  And that's all I have to say.

 08       MS. SIGILLITO:  Thank you.

 09       Hi.  My name is Lorretta D'estacio.  I

 10  live at 9760 Walters Landing Road, Nanjemoy,

 11  Maryland.  I live on the creek just opposite

 12  from where Ward's Run is going on enter the

 13  Nanjemoy Creek.  The Nanjemoy Creek at that

 14  place is about a quarter of a mile wide, so

 15  it's a substantial creek.  Ward's Run goes a

 16  very long way through a lot of wetlands across

 17  Route 6.  I've paddled on Ward's Creek all the

 18  way up to the first beaver dam, just south of

 19  Route 6 and I've dipped for

 20  macro-invertebrates, north of the creek for

 21  DNR.  So I'm real familiar with Ward's Run.
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 01  It's a beautiful creek.  It supports a lot of

 02  life, clams and fish.  On the other side of

 03  Route 6, which is pretty incredible because

 04  it's only about three feet wide there.

 05       I can't believe that we're going to even

 06  consider clearing over 240 acres of trees, not

 07  just cutting the trees down but digging up the

 08  roots and doing considerable grading of the

 09  slopes, basically going to disturb 240 acres of

 10  topsoil, rake it clean and then plant between

 11  100,000 to 140,000 solar panels.

 12       The water runoff when the rain meets those

 13  is going to be pretty intense.  There are

 14  allowing 35 feet generous protected barrier

 15  between that and the wetlands and the creek.

 16  This past year in Nanjemoy we had at least, in

 17  my unofficial unscientific measuring, four

 18  deluges, which are six inches or more of rain

 19  in one day.  I'm just imagining that much rain

 20  hitting that acreage on that creek.  The silt

 21  that it's going to generate, 25 feet or 35 feet
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 01  of trees is not going to stop it.

 02       We're going to have -- Nanjemoy Creek is

 03  going to be like Port Tobacco Creek, which is

 04  pretty much unusable.

 05       Really quickly.  A lot of other much more

 06  intelligent people will speak to this, but talk

 07  about the road.  They're proposing to bring

 08  trucks along Route 6 and up 425 which between

 09  on that road there is already just south of the

 10  proposed site a permanently marked flood area.

 11  So I can only imagine that this is going to

 12  increase that flooding.  That road has a lot of

 13  blind spots and two curves that make a

 14  90-degree turn and there are going to be bikes.

 15  So there you go.  That's it.  Thank you.

 16       MS. SIGILLITO:  Thank you.  Mark Holt.

 17  Then Alec winters and then Richard Curt.

 18       Hello, ladies and gentlemen.  I'm Mark

 19  Holt.  I live in an address of Indian Head,

 20  Maryland but it's not Indian Head.  It's

 21  actually near the site about five miles away.
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 01  I'd like to mirror a few comments that I've

 02  heard earlier that there were exactly right on

 03  the money.

 04       One of the comments was about Annapolis.

 05  I was just in Annapolis on Tuesday and on

 06  another actual solar issue and one of the

 07  things that is actually in debate right now is

 08  the clear cutting.  It's basically being talked

 09  about endlessly with some of the elected

 10  officials, like Penskey and Peters Rosa Peppy,

 11  Stein and others and I just think we're a

 12  little premature in having a hearing like this

 13  until we get the policy down that's actually

 14  being debated this session.

 15       And also I'd like to kind of support

 16  another statement I heard from Kevin Grimes

 17  about this flooding.  I saw high water signs go

 18  up right near that site and I can't imagine if

 19  those trees on that site were cut.  There would

 20  be a torrent of water and runoff that would

 21  occur from that site.  And there are other
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 01  sites in the county that would work for this

 02  type of farm and I think we should explore

 03  alternative sites.  Thank you.

 04       MS. SIGILLITO:  Thank you.

 05       I'm Alex Linchard of Bryans Road.  With

 06  respect -- it's ludicrous.  The people have

 07  been wanting soft energy pass for decades.  Now

 08  we're told you can have solar but we're going

 09  to cut down forest.  This is a water quality

 10  hearing.  Cutting down that forest is not going

 11  to help the water quality.  Solar exists on

 12  impervious services.  It's being built there.

 13  That's where it is supposed to be.

 14       The proponents, they say this is going to

 15  sequester carbon, as if the choice were either

 16  you're going to have solar or you can have

 17  forest but you can't have both.  It is

 18  ludicrous.  It has to be built -- it has to be

 19  built on impervious surfaces.  There is an

 20  economic push to put this.  The woods of

 21  Nanjemoy are the lungs of D.C.  It's one of the
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 01  most amazing forests in the mid-Atlantic.  And

 02  so close to the sea and to fragment it, if it

 03  is economically available to do this one site,

 04  if they can make money there, then they're

 05  going to go to every old person who are

 06  financially pressured, buy their land cheap,

 07  tell them this and that, buy the land cheap,

 08  that's why they're doing it not because it's a

 09  good place but because the land is cheap.  And

 10  it will fragment this forest and we'll lose it.

 11  We'll lose it, because once you start

 12  fragmenting forest you greatly degrade the

 13  value.

 14       I believe that there are many false and

 15  misleading statements in the presentation.  I

 16  base that on scientists who I have talked to,

 17  but I'm sure that the record is going to get

 18  filled up with challenges to some of the

 19  assertions.

 20       Please do not stop the lungs of D.C. of

 21  Southern Maryland, do not fragment this
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 01  beautiful forest, do not start this precedent.

 02  And one more thing, if you start this precedent

 03  it will be -- the next one is going to be an

 04  impact, a secondary impact following from this

 05  one because you've established this new thing,

 06  you can cut down trees in Charles County in

 07  Nanjemoy and put up a -- there will be more.

 08  So there is a major federal tax benefit, if I'm

 09  not mistaken, to the solar company, that's a

 10  federal involvement and there should be an

 11  environmental impact statement but there

 12  shouldn't be because you should just deny this

 13  permit.

 14       MS. SIGILLITO:  Mark Inlay and Bob Luck.

 15       Good evening.  Thank you for having me

 16  Richard Cook, M.D., board certified internist.

 17  I live in Hughesville, Maryland 12915

 18  Corinthian Court.  I'm 100 percent against the

 19  proposed Georgetown University solar project.

 20       I'd like start out by saying it doesn't

 21  make any economic or scientific sense to kill
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 01  an environmental area to save the environment.

 02  I think the public and private

 03  citizens/companies aren't responsible for

 04  maintaining our environment, in spite of all

 05  the challenges opposed by climate change.  So I

 06  have a question does it make sense to pollute

 07  the water knowing you can just filter it or

 08  clean it up later?  Of course not.

 09       We already have a perfect example of this

 10  with the decades long Chesapeake Bay clean up,

 11  the billions of Maryland taxpayer dollars used

 12  as well as this affects on multiple industries

 13  of the Chesapeake.  So, again, it doesn't make

 14  sense to destroy the environment in order to

 15  save it, especially when there are so many

 16  other safer options to use and this is the kind

 17  of conundrum I would call an oxymoron, kind of

 18  like lead pipes, minor crisis, extinct life,

 19  ill-health or wise fool.

 20       I would next like to make everyone aware

 21  of the 2017 Charles County ecosystems services
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 01  study done by our previous Board of

 02  Commissioner's.  And for citizens not aware of

 03  this study, the ecosystems services are defined

 04  as any monetary or non-monetary benefits

 05  citizens receive from their environment how do

 06  we fair in Charles County.  Well, I think the

 07  Department of Commerce would like to hear this.

 08  Our ecosystem provides each citizen

 09  approximately $290 per month, or in total, $535

 10  million per year and when taking into account

 11  this is 1/8th of our 4 billion dollar economy

 12  per year.  So when we take down 200 plus acres

 13  of forest, it's like telling one of Charles

 14  County's largest employers to shut down a

 15  portion of that business.  That is not sound

 16  and when these ecosystems are lost they, of

 17  course, have to be replaced with expensive

 18  man-made alternatives which are pricey and

 19  ultimately increase our taxes.  These man-made

 20  alternatives are the building, maintaining

 21  and/or replacement, replacing of costly
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 01  infrastructure through water purification and

 02  recharge, temperature regulation, flood

 03  control, watershed protection, erosion

 04  reduction aesthetic value, reducing air

 05  pollution, staining wildlife habitat and

 06  biodiversity and providing agriculture.

 07       This is in addition to the economic

 08  contributions of the outdoor recreation tourism

 09  industry which draw approximately 1 million

 10  people here per year.  So in conclusion, I ask

 11  that with all the many scientifically viable

 12  options out there, please use more common sense

 13  management approach that reduces the

 14  vulnerability to our existing ecosystem.  Thank

 15  you very much.

 16       MS. SIGILLITO:  Thank you.  We'd like to

 17  make a request, if you can hold your applause

 18  just so everyone can hear their name being

 19  called I would appreciate it.  Mark Imlay and

 20  Bob Kenny, then Jeremy Stewart.

 21       I have been asked by the Sierra Club and
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 01  Green Peace and other organizations to because

 02  I was the employee of the federal government

 03  Office of Endangered Species Fish and Wildlife

 04  Services that listed the dwarf wedge muscle.

 05  So I have -- and I can e-mail the testimony but

 06  the background is that, first, no federal

 07  agency may authorize funds or carry out any

 08  action which may jeopardize the future

 09  existence of any species lists pursuant to

 10  Section 4 of this act, Section 7 of the

 11  Endangered Species Act of 1973.

 12       The application for the Georgetown

 13  University solar project has not demonstrated

 14  that its obtained a permit from the U.S. Fish

 15  and Wildlife Service for the federally listed

 16  endangered dwarf wedge mussel despite its

 17  planned use of the federal investment tax

 18  credit for solar power.

 19       And then I'd like to mention -- what I

 20  have here is the background information as to

 21  how we listed the dwarf wedge mussel, which at
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 01  the time it decreased to 10 percent of its

 02  original range and what were the reasons for it

 03  and sedimentation was one of most important

 04  reasons because the dwarf wedge mussel is a

 05  filter feeder and while you have a big tree

 06  falls down in the forest, it can handle that

 07  kind of sedimentation, but sedimentation like

 08  this, the particle size is the same size as the

 09  particles that it eats, so it starves to death,

 10  just like the menhaden fish is another example.

 11  So it turns out that was the primary cause of

 12  decline of the dwarf wedge mussel in other

 13  habitats.

 14       So I would like us to -- well, so that

 15  basically means, as I understand it, the

 16  project right now is illegal.  So we haven't

 17  gone through the process to look at the -- you

 18  mentioned there's about 200 dwarf wedge mussels

 19  have come back in the area, so we have good

 20  water quality habitat.  It requires -- a dwarf

 21  wedge mussel is a very beautiful and unique
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 01  species which you have to find it and I looked

 02  for it and found it in Mackintosh Run.  It has

 03  to be about one foot of height and about five

 04  feet of slope, moderate current.  It can't be

 05  fast or slow water.  And the areas must be

 06  nearly silt free.  And then I have the

 07  references from scientists in the past 50 years

 08  on sedimentation and particle size and filter

 09  feeders, so -- shall I give this to somebody?

 10       MS. SIGILLITO:  Yes.

 11       Good evening.  I'm Bob Leukenick.  I'm

 12  speaking on behalf of the Southern Maryland

 13  Audubon Society.  I'm the conservation chair

 14  and we're an affiliate of the National Audubon

 15  Society and I reviewed and support the info

 16  that will be stated by Dr. Kurts in the Audubon

 17  Maryland D.C.

 18       There has been and will be plenty of

 19  technical info for you to see that this is not

 20  a good site for this project.  Historic

 21  misstates bring me to mind the mistakes of
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 01  ignoring the affects of such a project on our

 02  natural resources.  It may be apples and

 03  oranges comparison but over a century ago we

 04  started building hydroelectric cheap, clean

 05  energy resources.  Apparently only the

 06  advantages were considered and no consideration

 07  of the down sides.  It has and is still costing

 08  us millions and millions to do away with the

 09  many projects that adversely affected wildlife

 10  corridors.  There's one major one threatening

 11  the entire health of the Chesapeake Bay now.

 12       Siting these solar farms may not do that

 13  much harm, but our natural areas have

 14  drastically shrunk and are shrinking and by

 15  that percentage the downside of the planned

 16  degradation of this contiguous forest may be on

 17  that level.

 18       Society and technology has advanced way

 19  beyond relying on an archaic theory that there

 20  has to be a tradeoff of our natural resources

 21  to replace our fossil fuel dependence.  This
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 01  and future projects like this need

 02  comprehensive planning.  It's not hard to look

 03  this over and determine it is the wrong place

 04  for this project.  So I say you have to scratch

 05  this and start over.  I have a study made for

 06  southeast in my research, did for southeast

 07  United States, if you'd like to have it.  It's

 08  a pretty comprehensive study, covers sitings

 09  such as that.

 10       MS. SIGILLITO:  Thank you.  Jeremy Stewart

 11  and then Tar Carlson and Howard Getz.

 12       Good evening, ladies and gentlemen.  My

 13  name's Jeremy Stewart.  I am one of the heirs

 14  to this piece of property.  And we've been

 15  paying taxes on this piece of property for

 16  approximately 101 years.  I understand people's

 17  dismay when they say they're cutting down 240

 18  acres of trees.  But what they forget is this

 19  property's also surrounded by another 240 acres

 20  of trees.  So it's inclined to protect itself.

 21       Origis is doing everything in their power
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 01  to make sure we do not have any problems with

 02  water runoff or destroying the streams.  They

 03  have been studying this piece of property now

 04  for almost two years and they have drilled

 05  holes in every place that you can imagine over

 06  there.  They've driven stakes in the ground

 07  over there everywhere to find out whether these

 08  panels will rise or fall according to what the

 09  earth will withstand when the panels move with

 10  the sun.

 11       Ward's Run has been in my family all my

 12  life of 70 years.  I've crossed it pretty much

 13  every day for probably 65 of those years and,

 14  yes, sometimes there is -- with these storms

 15  that we have we have an immense amount of water

 16  coming through there.  I don't think that these

 17  people realize how many thousands of acres of

 18  land is drained through Ward's Run, which does

 19  not go to Nanjemoy, it goes around by George

 20  Dyson's house, Eddie Stinnet's house and out to

 21  the Potomac River.
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 01       So the other portion of it is kind of a

 02  tough situation, too.  This property's been in

 03  my family for 101 years.  We are trying to find

 04  a way to settle our estate.  Origis has come in

 05  and they showed us the studies, we've had

 06  numerous meetings with them, they've given us a

 07  tremendous amount of information on the water

 08  runoff, the temporary bridge to avoid issues of

 09  traffic going in and out.  This project, from

 10  my understanding's, not supposed to last over

 11  eight, 10 months at the most.

 12       So, has any development that we all live

 13  in, we cut down some trees that we have a place

 14  to live.  Well, the next development comes

 15  home, they want to build $400,000 houses.

 16  Where do they want to build them, all these

 17  condos in Waldorf which are fire traps.  So I

 18  think with Origis' procedures of the water

 19  runoff, the minimal amount of invasion in the

 20  creek that's down there where they're going to

 21  put the bridge, it's not much bigger than my
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 01  house.  So you drive across the bridge and you

 02  go on up there and you put up the solar panels.

 03  Georgetown gets a better rate on their

 04  electricity, the students get a better deal on

 05  their education.  The people from Charles

 06  County that are going to build this are going

 07  to be gainfully employed for a period of time.

 08  I understand that it will not be maintenance

 09  forever on a daily basis, it's not going to

 10  incorporate a lot of people, we all understand

 11  that.  Thank you very much.

 12       MS. SIGILLITO:  Tara Carlson, Howard Dent

 13  and Kimberly Grant.

 14       My name is Tara Carlson.  I live at 8807

 15  Dement Court, Waldorf, Maryland 20603.  I ask

 16  that you deny the permit.  It's all about

 17  location.  The loss of the large contiguous

 18  forest in Nanjemoy is too dear.  We tend in

 19  this society to undervalue a forest, but the

 20  Maryland Department of Natural Resources

 21  conservation benefit assessment put the value
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 01  of the ecosystem services of the forest at

 02  $2,440 annually per acre.  The forest is doing

 03  its part in mitigating environmental impacts of

 04  our current lifestyle.  With another location

 05  for this project, we could double the benefits

 06  rather than trading green assets.  And just in

 07  reference to Mark Emily's testimony, the

 08  Mattawoman Watershed Society, of which I'm a

 09  member, looks forward to the reestablishment of

 10  dwarf wedge mussel in Mattawoman Creek as part

 11  of its planned recovery, but for that to happen

 12  we must maintain the Nanjemoy population to

 13  allow this.  Thank you very much you.

 14       MS. SIGILLITO:  Thank you.

 15       Good evening.  My name is Howard Dent.  My

 16  wife and I have owned a home on Bank City Road

 17  in Newburg for almost 20 years.  I thank you

 18  for the opportunity to testify this evening.  I

 19  applaud Georgetown University's commitment to

 20  using renewable energy.  They've received

 21  rewards and grants for their renewable energy
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 01  projects.

 02       Georgetown's website tells what the

 03  off-campus solar farm will do for the

 04  university.  What their website does not tell

 05  us what is missing, the cost of clear cutting

 06  the land.  The fragmentation of two large

 07  forests, the large forest in a targeted

 08  ecological area and the threat to two Tier II

 09  streams.

 10       Greenwashing is what happens with a

 11  hopeful public eager to behave responsibly

 12  about the environment is presented with

 13  evidence that makes the industry seem friendly

 14  to the environment when, in fact, the industry

 15  is not as wholly amicable as it might be.  I

 16  think we can consider this Georgetown

 17  University plan greenwashing.

 18       Now is Georgetown University the recipient

 19  of greenwashing or is it the perpetrator of

 20  greenwashing.  It does not seem to matter to

 21  Georgetown University that the forest in
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 01  Charles County will be cut down.  What seems

 02  important to Georgetown is how it looks on

 03  their campus in Washington.  Will it qualify

 04  them for more rewards.  Either way Charles

 05  County loses an important ecological and

 06  environmental resource.  There must be better

 07  places to put solar panels, the roof of the

 08  Georgetown Hospital perhaps or its parking

 09  garage or capped landfills or depleted

 10  farmland.  I ask you to turn down this

 11  proposal.  There has to be a better site.

 12  Thank you for your time.  Thank you.

 13       MS. SIGILLITO:  Kimberly Grant then Paco

 14  Blake and Shelby Grush.

 15       Good evening.  I'm Kimberly Grant with

 16  Preservation Maryland.  Tonight I'm speaking

 17  for the Smarter Growth Alliance for Charles

 18  County, which is a coalition of 22 state and

 19  local organizations working together to promote

 20  quality development in areas planned for growth

 21  and to protect Charles County's environmental
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 01  assets, to preserve and enhance the quality of

 02  life enjoyed by residents we ask that you deny

 03  this permit.

 04       We are concerned about impacts to the

 05  wetlands and high-quality Tier II streams on

 06  this site, especially in light of the extensive

 07  grading that is proposed.  We are also

 08  concerned with the impact of clear-cutting

 09  hundreds of acres of Southern Maryland's

 10  largest forest.

 11       We are troubled that so much of the public

 12  discussion about this project by the applicant

 13  is focused on carbon.  Our forests serve many

 14  other functions, including providing wildlife

 15  habitat, supporting ground water recharge and

 16  mitigating flooding.  As part of a forest, this

 17  property captures a lot of water, recognizing

 18  that are members and supporters who are

 19  downstream property owners have real concerns

 20  about how their properties will be impacted if

 21  this site is cleared and graded as proposed.
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 01       In the recent Washington Post article

 02  concerning this project, Linda Reading was

 03  quoted as saying green projects should not

 04  destroy green resources.  This is especially

 05  true of the green resources like these on this

 06  site that have been identified by the Maryland

 07  Department of Natural Resources as the best of

 08  the best in our state because the their

 09  ecological value.

 10       We all need to reject this often repeated

 11  idea put fourth by the applicant that we have

 12  to choose between protecting and preserving

 13  environmental assets and supporting renewal

 14  energy.  This is a false dilemma.  This is not

 15  an either or situation.  There's no doubt that

 16  there's sufficient brain power at Georgetown

 17  University to figure out how they can advance

 18  their sustainability goals without coming into

 19  a Maryland community and destroying

 20  environmental assets that we as Marylanders

 21  treasure.  So we ask again that MDE deny this
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 01  permit.  We thank you all for holding this

 02  hearing which we realize you did not have to do

 03  and we thank you, the staff and secretary

 04  Grumbles for being here tonight.

 05       MS. SIGILLITO:  Thank you.  Paco Blake.

 06       THE WITNESS:  Then Shelby Griff and Beth

 07  Decker.

 08       My name's Paco Blake.  I live on 8675

 09  Chickamuxen Road, which is in Indian Head but

 10  it's really close to Nanjemoy.  I have had

 11  solar panels on my house since 2014.  I'm also

 12  a tree farmer and have been doing that for

 13  quite sometime.

 14       What puzzles me is that this project wants

 15  to cut these 200 acres when there's available

 16  land that's open.  That makes no sense.  Right

 17  close to me is a 552 acre gravel pit that

 18  hasn't been mined in 20 years.  It's just

 19  sitting there.  What's wrong with that.  It's

 20  already cleared.  It's got industrial grade

 21  hookups.  They're old but they're still there.
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 01  It's right by high power tension lines.  Has

 02  this site been looked at.  It's there.

 03       And I know there's other sites but it

 04  puzzles me why the stream crossings, all the

 05  other things would happen, when there's other

 06  sites just sitting there waiting.  So it makes

 07  no sense to me.  So I would urge you all to

 08  look at the Maryland rock facility.  It's owned

 09  by a place in Alabama.  They don't care.  So I

 10  think you all maybe look a little harder and

 11  see what's available instead of doing all the

 12  clear-cutting and the stream crossing and all

 13  this other stuff.  Just look at what's

 14  available.  That's it.

 15       MS. SIGILLITO:  Thank you.

 16       THE WITNESS:  Beth Decker and then Carolyn

 17  Varteck.

 18       Good evening.  I'm here on behalf of the

 19  Georgetown Green Club.  That's the Georgetown

 20  renewable energy and environmental network.  As

 21  student members of Green, this is a statement
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 01  prepared by the club.

 02       As student members of Green, the largest

 03  environmental student group at Georgetown

 04  University, we appreciate the opportunity to be

 05  involved in this discussion tonight.  As such,

 06  the potential construction of the La Plata

 07  solar farm and the wide-ranging impacts thereof

 08  are of utmost importance to us.

 09       As students, we were are in solidarity

 10  with the university's goal of reducing its

 11  carbon footprint by increasing its investment

 12  in renewable energy.  Our university's

 13  investment in renewable energy is dependent on

 14  the outcome of our first off-campus project.

 15  We recognize that the La Plata solar farm will

 16  create a large net carbon offset approximately

 17  generating the carbon sink of a 30,000 acre

 18  forest with the deforestation of only 218 acres

 19  of forest.

 20       We would like to draw attention to the

 21  fact that of the 518 acres of purchased land,
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 01  278 acres will be placed under permanent

 02  preservation.  We also recognize Origis

 03  Energy's Company's commitment 20 include

 04  pollinator friendly vegetation underneath the

 05  solar panels and to support the Georgetown

 06  community through financial aid grants.

 07       However, we would also like to acknowledge

 08  the significance of both the ecological and

 09  indigenous peoples' concerns regarding the

 10  project.  Among other ecological issues, we

 11  would like to stress that land is home to old

 12  growth trees, Tier II streams and rare species

 13  of birds.  Though we are in support of our

 14  administration's decision to employ a

 15  third-party to conduct the ecological

 16  assessment of the project, we are worried that

 17  the impact of the findings of such a measure

 18  will be impaired by its tardiness.

 19       We are also concerned with our

 20  University's lack of communication with the

 21  Piscataway people, who are indigenous to the
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 01  region, consultation with the Piscataway people

 02  is vital to the proper carrying out of this

 03  project.  While we wish the University would

 04  have been more thorough and transparent in its

 05  planning of the solar plan's construction, we

 06  hope that this hearing will lead to a greater

 07  collaboration effort between all parties

 08  involved.  Moving forward, we, as student

 09  members of Green, plan to continue our

 10  involvement and advocacy in this issue and look

 11  forward to further dialogue.  Thank you.

 12       MS. SIGILLITO:  Thank you.  Beth decker.

 13       Thank you.  I am Beth Decker.  I'm the

 14  chair of the Sustainability Working Group of

 15  the Maryland Bird Conservation Partnership.  We

 16  are a 39 member organization that are part of a

 17  public/private partnership focused on

 18  conserving 143 species of greatest conservation

 19  need as outlined in Maryland's wildlife action

 20  plan.

 21       The fact that this proposal impacts forest
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 01  interior species is something that is very

 02  concerning to us.  I'd like to share that a

 03  significant impact is the change to hundreds of

 04  acres of surrounding land that will be altered

 05  through conversion from forest interior to

 06  forest edge.  In the critical area, the forest

 07  edge within 300 feet of a forest edge is

 08  considered edge habitat.  Interior habitat is

 09  commonly defined as the forest area found

 10  greater than 300 feet from the forest edge.

 11  This habitat functions as the highest quality

 12  breeding habitat for the interior species.

 13       When a forest becomes fragmented, areas

 14  that once functioned as interior breeding

 15  habitat are converted to edge habitat.  The

 16  forest edge is exposed to more light and wind

 17  than the interior of the forest resulting in a

 18  change in moisture and vegetative composition.

 19  Small and fragmented forests tend to be dryer

 20  and have less leaf litter.  Leaf litter is

 21  important for maintaining arthropods for hungry
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 01  birds.  Neotropical migrants in general feed on

 02  insects while on their Maryland breeding

 03  grounds.

 04       In addition, increased densities of deer

 05  in many of our forests result in loss of plant

 06  diversity and structural diversity from

 07  overgrazing on the forest floor and the

 08  mid-story.

 09       Invasive plants such as Japanese

 10  honeysuckle and English Ivy encroach into

 11  smaller forest fragments limiting the growth of

 12  native plants, stifling natural succession and

 13  limiting the vegetative and structural

 14  diversity.

 15       So we want to offer this testimony in

 16  direct repudiation of the previous testimony

 17  that says that they have "completely eliminated

 18  threats on wetlands and that the impact is far

 19  less than an acre," to quote the previous

 20  applicant.

 21       I'd also like to point out that somebody
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 01  who prior testified from the Maryland tree farm

 02  suggested that timbering is allowable and I'm a

 03  project learning tree coordinator for Maryland

 04  and I'm currently leading a team that is

 05  drafting a forest literacy plan and this is the

 06  primary reason why.

 07       I would just offer that sustainable

 08  forestry is the additional use of that land

 09  without taking it out of production.  And it is

 10  not about the number of trees.  It's more about

 11  how the ecosystem functions.  So we would

 12  request that you deny the applicant.  Thank

 13  you.

 14       MS. SIGILLITO:  Carolyn Parsa and then

 15  Victor Moth and Bonnie Bid.

 16       I'm Carolyn Parsa and I'm from Safe Skies

 17  Maryland, which is a bird conservation

 18  organization.  And we have number of concerns

 19  about this project.

 20       The first concern about the project is

 21  location.  Renewable energy should not come at
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 01  the cost of forest destruction but,

 02  additionally, it's important to understand that

 03  while there was testimony saying only half of

 04  the site will be built upon, the entire site

 05  will be affected adversely by this

 06  construction.

 07       The second concern that we have is with

 08  regard to fencing.  If fencing surrounds the

 09  site, especially if it includes electricity or

 10  barbed wire, this will impact a host of

 11  animals, living, breeding and attempting to

 12  migrate through the surrounding lands,

 13  including deer, owls and a great other range of

 14  species.  It's not uncommon for deer to impale

 15  themselves on fencing and for many birds to

 16  become trapped and risk death, including many

 17  species of owls.  Barrier fencing is a factor

 18  to be considered as having an impact on the

 19  form and function of the surrounding ecosystem,

 20  which is to save the forest that they are

 21  preserving and will have a harm short range and
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 01  long range migrants.

 02       Additionally, industrial lighting has not

 03  been brought up.  And this is used in the

 04  operation of maintenance of infrastructure

 05  referred to as ALAN, artificial light at night,

 06  has been known to impact entire ecosystems from

 07  the individual to all parts of the food web.

 08  And a study of these affects, artificial

 09  lighting at night in estuaries implications

 10  from individuals to ecosystems is offered as

 11  part of this testimony and I have that here and

 12  is summarized.

 13       At the individual level, ALAN can elicit a

 14  suite of physiological and behavioral responses

 15  associated with light mediated process, such

 16  idyllic activity patterns and predator/prey

 17  interactions, ALAN has been shown to modify

 18  community composition entropic structure with

 19  implications for ecosystem level processes,

 20  including primary productivity, nutrient

 21  cycling and the energetic linkage between
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 01  aquatic and terrestrial systems.

 02       So the addition of artificial light into

 03  the interior will alter the subsequent behavior

 04  of both aquatic and terrestrial animals in the

 05  surrounding ecosystem and that should be

 06  considered as well.  A best practice would have

 07  been to consider areas, industrial project

 08  sites, that were previously disturbed, which

 09  means they are not highly sensitive

 10  environments, may have already been used

 11  likely, like the closed landfill, rooftops,

 12  farmlands on power lines.  We ask that you deny

 13  this permit.  Thank you.

 14       MS. SIGILLITO:  Thank you.  Bonnie Vick

 15  and then Nancy Sherp.

 16        Hi, my name is Victoria Moth.  I'm a

 17  Master of Public Policy student at Georgetown

 18  University.  I ask that you oppose the

 19  applicant.  And I 100 percent oppose.

 20       So Georgetown University prides itself on

 21  its stainability initiatives.  Recently
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 01  publicizing its Magado Sea fund, named after

 02  Pope Francis' II on care for our common home.

 03  It prevents the environmental degradation,

 04  irresponsible development and global warming

 05  across the world.

 06       However, Georgetown University shouldn't

 07  find itself to the obvious issues at hand that

 08  point to such irresponsible development

 09  involving environmental degradation and the

 10  affect of global warming.  I ask that Maryland

 11  hold fast to its pristine natural resources

 12  citing the Tier II water streams in the area --

 13  the watershed.  We take for granted our assets.

 14       In fifth grade, which was 2005, I learned

 15  about the Aral Sea which was the fourth largest

 16  lake in the world.  It began to shrink in the

 17  '60s.  However, in 2014 it dried up completely.

 18  Why and how?  It's because in the '60s the

 19  Soviet Union diverted water from the rivers

 20  that used to feed the sea for irrigating

 21  literal desert.  And that caused irreparable
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 01  ecological devastation, caused the loss of

 02  fishing livelihoods for everybody living there

 03  and caused innumerous respiratory diseases for

 04  the humans living near there because the

 05  environment was the one regulating the

 06  conditions that allowed people to live there

 07  safely and all the environment lifeforms that

 08  were living there.

 09       So I ask will Georgetown, Origis and the

 10  heirs of the land sold to Origis leave a legacy

 11  of forest fragmentation?  Forest fragmentation

 12  is a well-documented phenomenon with decades of

 13  research showing that there is irreparable

 14  ecological damages caused when you separate

 15  portions of forest.  This is because birds have

 16  to travel between forest areas, other animals

 17  have to travel between forest areas and when

 18  they're unsafe and can't do so because the

 19  forest is disconnected, then the biodiversity

 20  goes down and with biodiversity going down that

 21  causes measurable and negatively magnifying
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 01  affects over time for the area and residents

 02  nearby.

 03       So I am ashamed of my university, to say

 04  the least.  It's my home of going on six years

 05  of my young life because I stepped on

 06  Georgetown University's campus when I was 18 or

 07  19 in 2013 for undergrad and I stayed there, I

 08  work there, I know how it works from the

 09  inside.

 10       And let me just say we had no idea as

 11  students and faculty that that was happening.

 12  It was kept in the dark.  We didn't know until

 13  we found out in the news.

 14       So to the heirs of the land being sold to

 15  Origis I say it's not guaranteed that Origis is

 16  correct.  Listen to the people and the

 17  researchers that are in the room.

 18       David Canter, Hughesville.  I'm against

 19  this project.  I hope you can deny the permit.

 20  I've been a supporter of the environment in

 21  Charles County for 15 years.  During this time
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 01  I've seen Bonnie Beck, who you just met, a

 02  brilliant environmentalist and other former

 03  citizens of the county returning here to defend

 04  this county's environment.  Those people have

 05  been criticized for that very purpose.  Now an

 06  outsider's coming in to destroy part of our

 07  county from outside, why are we even

 08  considering this.

 09       Brian Klass suggested the taxes be used

 10  for teachers, police and more.  Look at the

 11  number he threw out, 1.2 million dollars over

 12  10 years.  That tax is about good for one

 13  employee from that tax.  Maybe he forgot about

 14  the so called employee burdened rates, benefits

 15  and retirement expenses.  Project supporters

 16  stated, as I sat waiting, that this

 17  instillation create less impermeable surface

 18  than a single home.  Technically this may have

 19  a bit of truth, but the failure in that

 20  statement is the flow rate of the water as it

 21  impacts the land.  It will under hard and
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 01  repeated rain create trenching causing damage

 02  to the land.  You can't justify doing good

 03  things by doing bad things.  Think about it.

 04  They're cutting down forests to help the

 05  environmental.  They're looking to cut down

 06  roughly 200 football fields for this project

 07  that includes the end zones.

 08       Georgetown will not get the power

 09  generated by the solar farm.  It will go into

 10  the grid.  There is no power line going from

 11  Charles County to D.C., none.  This is

 12  essentially a guilt driven approach to

 13  sustainability.

 14       Anyone from the county in favor of this

 15  project has money in the game.  They're either

 16  selling or leasing land or have connections to

 17  the project.  The developer, Origis, is in

 18  Florida.  So it's not like they're doing much

 19  to employee anyone locally.

 20       Question:  Why isn't Georgetown building

 21  their own rooftop systems and why aren't they
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 01  looking closer to D.C.  One of the Maryland

 02  Solar 1 presenters said the stream impact would

 03  be unavoidable.  It is.  Just don't do it.

 04       Seriously, they're cutting down forests to

 05  save the environment.  This is bizarro world.

 06  Under normal circumstances the only thing that

 07  anybody needs to root against Georgetown is in

 08  basketball.  These are not normal

 09  circumstances.  This clear-cut should not be

 10  allowed to happen.  Sorry Georgetown, I'm not

 11  rooting for you today or possibly ever again.

 12  I'm against this project.  Please deny the

 13  permit, thank you.

 14       MS. SIGILLITO:  Thank you.

 15       My name is Nancy Shirtler.  I live at

 16  14725 Bank City Road in Newburg, Maryland.

 17  Thank you for having this hearing tonight.

 18  Weighing the benefits of this project against

 19  the negative impacts is not a simple task and

 20  like us, communities across the country are

 21  grappling with assessing the cost benefit of
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 01  methods to address climate change.

 02       I would like to add my name to the list of

 03  those that are concerned that Georgetown

 04  University, in its effort to fulfill its

 05  commitments to the American Campus Act on

 06  Climate will not be adopting best practices to

 07  promote stainability through the contract with

 08  Solar 1.  In their letter of support for this

 09  project the Charles County economic development

 10  states that Charles County will benefit from

 11  the distinction of being the home of

 12  cutting-edge energy production.  Will the

 13  county also benefit with the distinction that

 14  we chose to produce this cutting-edge energy by

 15  clear-cutting and fragmenting our forests.

 16       It has been noted that the property owner

 17  has the right to lumber this forest and

 18  clear-cut the property and that's true and it

 19  would result in fragmentation.  However, a

 20  lumbered forest will naturally regenerate and

 21  with proper stewardship forest harvesting can
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 01  be used as positive tool to improve forest

 02  structure, health and genetics.

 03       How do you provide stewardship for a solar

 04  farm?  What best practices to promote

 05  sustainability will Solar 1 use to prevent

 06  national regrowth of trees and other vegetation

 07  from shading these panels and impeding access

 08  to transmission lines?  Will they need to

 09  employ gas powered mowers to trim or will they

 10  apply herbicides to inhibit regrowth.

 11       Currently there's at least one federal

 12  lawsuit filed which claims the manufacturer of

 13  grass killers had labels that falsely assured

 14  consumers that their products target an enzyme

 15  not found in people or pets.  According to the

 16  suit, the active ingredient glyphosate attacks

 17  an enzyme also found in the beneficial

 18  intestinal bacteria of humans and some animals.

 19  Is it possible for MDE to ensure that if

 20  herbicides are going to be used they will not

 21  attack beneficial bacteria and organisms living
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 01  nearby or in the Tier II streams of Ward's Run?

 02  Will the state or county even know if Solar 1

 03  decides to use herbicides on a regularly

 04  scheduled basis to steward their solar fields.

 05  There is no question that we need to promote

 06  and development reusable energy.  The question

 07  is do the best practices to promote

 08  sustainability require the fragmentation of a

 09  targeted ecological area in the valley of a

 10  Tier II stream.  Thank you.

 11       MS. SIGILLITO:  Thank you.  Laurie Snow

 12  Aaron Ferber, John Gord and then Ben Hess.

 13       My name is Laurie Snow and I live in

 14  Hughesville, Maryland.  Full disclosure, I'm

 15  president of the Mattawoman Watershed Society

 16  which we'll submit separate comments in

 17  writing.  I'm here on my own behalf making

 18  personal comments and asking you to deny this

 19  permit.

 20       I come before you tonight because there's

 21  the disturbance in the forest.  The disturbance
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 01  I come here to fight is not the regular logging

 02  trucks on Shugart Valley Place.  This time when

 03  they cut down the trees they will replace them

 04  with metal ones and they're hot.  They are set

 05  up all around the streams.  This is the stream

 06  where the creatures of the forest come to drink

 07  and the clearing on the site 20 years ago made

 08  it easier for mom hawk to feed her baby.  That

 09  clearing was fine but this is not a normal

 10  clearing in the forest.  It's a hot spot, a

 11  permanent field of glass and metal surrounding

 12  two Tier II streams.

 13       DNR has studied these streams for years

 14  and their latest on their index of biological

 15  integrity in this area is 3.67.  The stream is

 16  part of the Nanjemoy watershed.  When we plan

 17  experiments to monitor the decline of the

 18  Mattawoman, we compare it to our local control.

 19  The fully forested Nanjemoy watershed.  This is

 20  the best case scenario in the rural metro

 21  interface that exists in Charles County.  I am
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 01  so grateful for the peace and clean water this

 02  county offers.

 03       Wells supply most of our drinking water

 04  and the aquifers rely on recharge.  With double

 05  the rainfall this year you might think recharge

 06  isn't an issue but with more and more

 07  impervious surface in these watersheds, I can

 08  tell you that extra rain isn't sinking into the

 09  ground.  It's rushing down culverts and

 10  gutters, mixing with sewage in the sewers and

 11  causing massive overflows into our beloved

 12  creeks.

 13       While in the Nanjemoy watershed, that

 14  isn't a problem yet.  It's the largest forest

 15  left in Southern Maryland.  The site is the

 16  home to two Tier II streams that will be

 17  directly affected and healthy wetlands.  It

 18  will make a 240 acre reflective hot zone in the

 19  middle of the largest Audubon important bird

 20  area in Maryland.  Clear-cutting 250 acres of

 21  this forest to install 100,000 solar panels
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 01  should not fly in the face of our goals to

 02  protect our important ecological resources

 03  while we were in the midst of the sixth great

 04  mass extinction event on earth.  This one human

 05  caused.

 06       The site is designated as a targeted

 07  ecological area by the Maryland Department of

 08  Natural resources as an example of the valuable

 09  ecological land space targeted for

 10  conservation.  The deforestation would

 11  currently expose adjacent bottomland hardwood

 12  forests along Ward's Run degrading the quality

 13  of the wetland and impacting the water quality

 14  of the Tier II streams from runoff and erosion,

 15  offering little cover for protection of

 16  wildlife.  Wards Run, a tributary of Nanjemoy

 17  Creek.  The positive contributor for

 18  restoration of the Nanjemoy dwarf wedge mussel

 19  population and I echo the comments of my

 20  previous speakers on that regard.  Thank you.

 21       MS. SIGILLITO:  Thank you.  Eric Fisher,
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 01  John Ford, Ben Hahn and Linda Reading.

 02       Good evening members of the department.

 03  Mr. secretary, I'm Eric Fisher with the

 04  Chesapeake Bay Foundation.  I'm their assistant

 05  director for our Maryland operations and also a

 06  certified land use planner.  Thank you for the

 07  opportunity to comment on this permit

 08  application.

 09       We are here tonight on behalf of our 1,600

 10  members in Charles County and those of us who

 11  live downstream.  Georgetown University's goal

 12  clean energy is noble.  Climate change is a

 13  pressing challenge and action is not always

 14  easy, but we believe that some choices are

 15  clear.  More than 700 CBF members have

 16  contacted your office on this project because

 17  they understand that clear-cutting hundreds of

 18  acres of high-value forest does not move us

 19  forward, it sets us back.

 20       This forest is located in a rural

 21  conservation zone.  It is located in a priority
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 01  preservation area.  It is located in a targeted

 02  ecological area.  It is located in Tier II

 03  high-quality watershed.  It is the filter for

 04  Ward's Run and its wetlands.  A significant

 05  portion of the total listed segment abuts this

 06  site.  Edge of field impacts will be in stream

 07  impacts for this project.  Mixed open land,

 08  which is what will be left behind, loads

 09  phosphorous at a rate five times higher than

 10  forest.  It loads twice higher than harvested

 11  forest.  It loads 40 times higher than forest

 12  during construction.  This is your model.  This

 13  includes the use of erosion and sediment

 14  controls.  There can be no mistake that a solar

 15  field is a high-impact use on a site that was

 16  once a forest.

 17       The forests and wetlands on this site are

 18  ecologically linked.  We appreciate that you

 19  will be considering deforestation in your

 20  review.  We also believe that you have a

 21  responsibility under the Clean Water Act to
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 01  ensure these waters are not degraded.  We

 02  believe that responsibility persists

 03  complimentary to but not in place by your

 04  non-tidal wetlands regulations.

 05       The amount of clearing on this site risks

 06  degradation on its face and MDE must weigh the

 07  value of ecosystem services, including natural

 08  storm water management that currently exists

 09  against the proposal for this project.  CBF has

 10  not seen compelling evidence that these impacts

 11  have been measured, let alone accounted for.

 12       We will offer your office written comments

 13  with further details on these points, but the

 14  bottom line is that we can and must do better

 15  than a choice between clean energy and clean

 16  water.  We ask the applicant and we ask

 17  Georgetown University to find a new site and we

 18  respectfully request that MDE deny this permit.

 19  Thank you.

 20       MS. SIGILLITO:  Thank you.  John

 21  Hungerford.  Ben Hahn and Linda Reading.
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 01       Thank you for the opportunity to address

 02  this board.  John Hungerford.  I represent --

 03  I'm an attorney.  I represent the Stuart

 04  family, which basically one half of the

 05  ownership of this property.

 06       My clients have been waiting for close to

 07  10 years to be able get their interest and

 08  there's a number of us, not just one or two

 09  people between both sides of this family,

 10  there's I think eight or 10 all together that

 11  have been waiting through this county, going

 12  through zoning procedures, trying to figure out

 13  what could be done with this property.  The

 14  board lost several contracts they could have

 15  had, they basically could have realized their

 16  inheritance.  This is just the most recent

 17  holdup.

 18       My understanding what we're here today is

 19  for you folks to consider the propriety of

 20  granting a wetlands permit under established

 21  procedures, not to go through all these
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 01  policies issues about whether there should be

 02  economic development, whether we should be

 03  cutting down trees or anything else.

 04       The fact is that my clients can and

 05  actually had considered having the remainder of

 06  this property forested.  And there's a mining

 07  company that was also interested in coming in

 08  and doing gravel mining.  Those types of uses,

 09  which they're absolutely permitted to do, would

 10  have caused serious impact to the surroundings.

 11  If they can't go forward with this, they really

 12  have very few opportunities other than those

 13  two and/or development.  You put the number of

 14  houses that they would be permitted to do to

 15  put a development in this and you've got even

 16  more impervious surfaces, something like 10 or

 17  20 times more than what this will generate.

 18       I have been to previous hearings before

 19  the Planning Commission and the other

 20  commissions, I have listened to the scientific

 21  evidence, the engineering studies, everything
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 01  that's been presented, and at every one of

 02  those it was presented that this is going to be

 03  very minimal impact to the area and, as has

 04  been indicated, I think something close to

 05  two-thirds of the property, 270 acres, is going

 06  to be permanently preserved.

 07       To address one lady's concern up here

 08  about old growth trees being destroyed.  This

 09  property was essentially farmland throughout

 10  the vast majority of its history.  It has been

 11  timbered in the past.  The majority of the

 12  timber that's on that property is actually not

 13  old growth timber but relatively new impervious

 14  surfaces timber.  We actually, several years

 15  ago, hired a forester, a licensed forester, to

 16  come evaluate what could be done and he

 17  actually recommended not foresting it because

 18  most of the trees that were there really hadn't

 19  matured.

 20       So we're basically in a situation where my

 21  clients have economic opportunities that they
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 01  could pursue.  This is a win-win.  The vast

 02  majority of this property is going to be

 03  preserved.  And as I say, they've been waiting

 04  a great deal of time to be able to do something

 05  with their property.  We shouldn't be here

 06  debating policy issues.  This is an allowable

 07  use of the land and they should be allowed to

 08  pursue it.  Thank you.

 09       MS. SIGILLITO:  Thank you.

 10       Good evening.  My name is Ben Hahn 45547

 11  Sumpter Drive, Great Mills, Maryland 20634.  I

 12  have the honor tonight of speaking for the

 13  Sierra Club Maryland Chapter.  Sierra Club is a

 14  national grassroots environmental organization

 15  with 60,000 members and supports in Maryland

 16  and 5,000 members supported right here in

 17  Southern Maryland.

 18       The Sierra Club believes in the expansion

 19  of renewable energy and supports the growth of

 20  solar power in Maryland and beyond so long as

 21  it is sighted in a responsible and sustainable
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 01  way.  And I would like to repeat that one more

 02  time, responsible and stainable.  We have

 03  serious, serious concerns about this project

 04  because of its impact on targeted ecological

 05  area and Audubon important bird area and an

 06  area whose economic benefit to Charles County

 07  amounts to $586,000 a year.

 08       We believe that we must address the threat

 09  to Tier II streams on the property and the

 10  utmost concern must be given to the

 11  preservation of the Nanjemoy watershed.  Once

 12  more, it is concerning that the supporters are

 13  threatening if you don't let us cut down the

 14  forest to do one thing, we'll just cut it down

 15  and do even worse.  And I want you to think

 16  about that.  If one side is threatening and the

 17  other side is asking nicely, who are the good

 18  guys.  But more to the point, solar is the way

 19  of the future, that is without a doubt, and we

 20  admire Georgetown for their resolution to

 21  minimize their carbon footnote, but I feel with
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 01  the lack of visibility that the facility and

 02  students were given, that this is not actually

 03  representing the spirit of that commitment that

 04  Georgetown has made.  And it certainly does not

 05  represent a sustainable and responsible method

 06  for the growth of reliable sustainable

 07  renewable energy in Maryland and beyond, thank

 08  you.

 09       MS. SIGILLITO:  Thank you.  Linda Reading,

 10  then Richard Carol, then Dianna Wheeler and

 11  Kyle Harman.

 12       Good evening.  My name is Linda Reading

 13  and I live in Nanjemoy.  I want to include

 14  everyone on what the property's trustee has

 15  known since last summer, that a major land

 16  trust is interested in the purchase and

 17  preservation of the parcel.  However, Origis'

 18  option to purchase keeps getting extended.

 19       Looking at the photo showing the

 20  configuration of the solar array, that says it

 21  all.  That parcel is completely inappropriate.
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 01  It is -- they went out and chose the most

 02  inappropriate parcel for this project.  Half of

 03  the parcel is 15 to 40 percent slopes and,

 04  well, but it's okay because we got butterflies,

 05  we're going to get butterflies.  And not only

 06  that, we got some unicorns pooping rainbows

 07  because Origis says it's going to actually

 08  improve the parcel and the impacts are going to

 09  stay on site in defiance of physics.  And most

 10  magically of all, the solar installation is

 11  going to function hydrologically as a forest.

 12  I mean, it just gets better all the time.  And,

 13  why.

 14       This is an exercise in extraction.  This

 15  is a foreign company, and, I mean, if you

 16  follow the LLCs all that way up, it's out of

 17  the country of Cypress, that's coming in here

 18  and extracting our resources because it costs

 19  them too much to put it in an appropriate

 20  location, which translation means that it cuts

 21  into their profit so we will eventually bear
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 01  the cost, our Ward's Run and our Nanjemoy Creek

 02  will be full of sediment because, I forgot

 03  about the butterflies, I'm okay now.

 04       This is just -- I never thought I'd be

 05  fighting a solar project because I just didn't

 06  have that kind of imagination that people would

 07  be cutting down forest to put up solar

 08  projects, but as another Nanjemoy resident

 09  said, we had several six-inch rain falls, when

 10  you put a 100,000 little tiny roofs on 200

 11  acres and we get 22 million gallons of

 12  rainfall, that is going to wipe out that

 13  stream.  And as someone else said, we do

 14  recreate there and we do eat the fish and we do

 15  eat the crabs and I want those to still be

 16  available, but I also don't want them

 17  contaminated with weed killer.  I don't want to

 18  be eating that stuff either.

 19       So forests are necessary to stop climate

 20  change.  I guess Origis cannot read the

 21  intergovernmental panel on climate change.
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 01  There will be need to be an increase in global

 02  forest cover equal to the land area of Canada

 03  by the year 2050.  We talk about forests

 04  because they protect streams.

 05       Hello, my name is Richard Carroll and I

 06  came down to from Baltimore.  The other day I

 07  got an e-mail from David Kerzod in Maryland,

 08  D.C. Audubon, and after getting up to speed on

 09  this project, decided I wanted to make a brief

 10  comment.

 11       First of all, I've been preceded by many

 12  extremely well-informed articulate and eloquent

 13  people.  I'm going to keep this very short.

 14  There's an old saying that what happens in

 15  Vegas stays in Vegas.  Well, what happens in

 16  Nanjemoy, Charles County, doesn't stay in

 17  Charles County.  The whole ecosystem is

 18  connected.  What happens there will impact the

 19  bay.  It will impact neotropical migrants that

 20  go thousands of miles.  And the point that's

 21  been made repeatedly by people is that you can
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 01  be an enthusiastic support of solar, which I

 02  am, a hundred percent source my electricity

 03  from solar energy, but there is a better way to

 04  site this project.  I implore the MDE not to

 05  grant this permit and I hope that the

 06  corporation pursuing this will find a suitable

 07  place because we need solar energy and we need

 08  forests, thank you.

 09       Hello, my name is Dianna Wheeler, 1393

 10  Liverpool Point Road, Nanjemoy, Maryland.

 11  Thank you for having this hearing.

 12       I'm representing Nanjemoy Potomac

 13  Environmental Coalition and for the first part.

 14  It seems like you've heard a lot, Tier II

 15  streams continuous forests, RC zones, important

 16  bird areas, dwarf wedge mussels, all these are

 17  the same arguments that defeated another

 18  project in 2000 against Maryland Rock when they

 19  wanted to clear-cut land in Nanjemoy.  We have

 20  the evidence, the science is already there, we

 21  have the research that shows that these are
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 01  very important and will degrade the watershed.

 02       Now as a citizen, I'd like to talk a

 03  little bit about being a science teacher.  I'm

 04  an elementary science teach.  I teach 350

 05  students.  Interestingly enough in past two

 06  days we have covered all these subjects.

 07  Today, over a 110 students built solar ovens

 08  because they realized that renewable energy is

 09  important and that's one way we can do it.

 10  Another 125 students today realized the

 11  importance of recharge areas.  If you cut down

 12  the trees, it's very hard to recharge the

 13  aquifers that we need for our own water.

 14  Yesterday another 120 students modeled what

 15  happens when you clear-cut land.  They stood up

 16  as trees and they had students run through the

 17  trees and then we cut trees down the students

 18  ran and they realized that the timing of the

 19  water running off the land was significantly

 20  changed when there were no trees.  So my fourth

 21  graders and fifth graders get it.  They
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 01  understand the importance of renewable energy

 02  and at the same time they understand that we

 03  need forests for recharge, we need to keep

 04  trees to decrease the runoff so the streams

 05  have lessee erosion so, anyways, great idea

 06  Georgetown, wrong location, thank you.

 07       MS. SIGILLITO:  Thank you, Kyle Harman.

 08       My name's Kyle Harman.  I'm a member of

 09  Nanticoke Indian tribe, which was originally

 10  located on the Eastern Shore of Maryland.  Now

 11  we have been moved to Millsborough, Delaware

 12  and everywhere else in the world due to

 13  colonization.

 14       Our whole being as native people has been

 15  based off the seven generations principle.

 16  Every decision is made, I know within my

 17  community and many other communities that I

 18  visited, is based off how that will impact the

 19  next seven generations.  So when I have the

 20  Piscataway people, particularly our Piscataway

 21  women, that send a call out for help, we come
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 01  and we support our women.

 02       This project, having doing research on it,

 03  is not conducive to what Georgetown University

 04  is supposed to represent.  My wife is a alumnus

 05  of Georgetown University, absolutely disgusted

 06  by this, disgusted that there was no input put

 07  towards of alumni and being significant donors

 08  to the university, but as you have seen,

 09  particularly in Southern Maryland, industry

 10  that allows for deforestation has been

 11  devastating to your community.  Look what

 12  happened with the tobacco fields.  They came

 13  over, they exploited a resource that has been

 14  sacred to us for thousands of years and it

 15  ruined our fields.

 16       You look at the waterways.  When will the

 17  big industries understand that without clean

 18  water there's no life.  Native people are water

 19  protectors.  We stand up for the land.  We care

 20  about the land.  The land is part of us.

 21  Ownership, fencing, none of that stuff was
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 01  practiced prior to colonization.

 02       So we ask how many more times do we have

 03  to make major mistakes before we realize that

 04  maybe the native perspective that has been here

 05  for well over 16,000 years may have something

 06  to do with it.  When is big industries and

 07  prominent University's going to say, hey, why

 08  don't we show respect to the local indigenous

 09  people and see if they want to be involved in

 10  this project.  Let's see their living

 11  conditions.  Why don't we approach minority

 12  people and see how can we help them, how we can

 13  help the disenfranchised, those that don't have

 14  a voice.  These are questions that I asked.

 15       Now we have to fight this fight because we

 16  missed some steps in the way, but I ask that

 17  you deny this permit based on the fact that

 18  there are plenty other options that we can

 19  utilize.

 20       The technology with solar energy is

 21  profound.  They have window panels that you can
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 01  use to create solar energy.  There's rooftops.

 02  There's farmland that's already been cleared.

 03  There's industrial sites that people talked

 04  about.  The gravel pit was a good idea.  I ask

 05  that you find alternative motives to the land

 06  owners, I know some of them have already left,

 07  but there's plenty of other ways to get money

 08  off of your land.  There's hundred year leases

 09  that you can sign with the native people to

 10  help you learn how to use the land.

 11       That's a way of giving back.  And you can

 12  give me this three minute thing all you want,

 13  but I've seen people come and take more time.

 14  I will take more time.  I'll just be honest

 15  with you.

 16       Far too long we do have setback and we've

 17  seen people not respect the land, we've seen

 18  governments not respect the land.  You have

 19  people that have been here for thousands of

 20  years that are telling you you have to do a

 21  better job and that there's ways to do it and
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 01  there's education that can be involved with it

 02  and we ask that you respect that and we ask

 03  that people of Georgetown University demand

 04  change.  Thank you.

 05       MS. SIGILLITO:  Thank you.

 06       My name is Ann Lewis.  I'm president of

 07  City Wildlife in Washington, D.C.  I live at

 08  3200 Reservoir Road, NW in Washington, one

 09  block from Georgetown University.

 10       We have serious concerns about the

 11  location of this project, even though we

 12  commend Georgetown for its efforts to create

 13  renewable energy sources.  The project's

 14  originator, Origis, is justifying this project

 15  on the basis of carbon sequestration, but that

 16  is only one aspect of the value of these

 17  woodlands and it negates all the other aspects.

 18  Justifying this project solely on the basis of

 19  carbon sequestration is a flawed analysis.

 20       Nanjemoy is well-known for its

 21  biodiversity and exceptional wildlife habitat.
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 01  It's also an important economic generator for

 02  the county and I speak to that as a summerer in

 03  Nanjemoy for six years with my family.

 04       It's a destination for birders,

 05  naturalists, scientists and specialists and

 06  environmental research.  The Nature Conservancy

 07  and The Audubon Society have both identified

 08  the area as prime conservation area, in part

 09  because of its large amount of contiguous

 10  forests.  The Nature Conservancy deems Nanjemoy

 11  one of Maryland's most pristine watersheds and

 12  states that this remarkable situation exists,

 13  in part, because the landscape has not been

 14  fragmented yet as it has in other places.

 15  Likewise, The Audubon Society identifies the

 16  area as the green thumb of southwestern Charles

 17  County because of its large block of contiguous

 18  forest.  This is the exceptional biodiversity

 19  and uninterrupted forest habitat that supports

 20  it are why Nanjemoy is so unusual and

 21  considered so valuable by so many people.
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 01       Forests also contributes to water quality.

 02  And I'd like to submit two documents for the

 03  record.  My testimony's already part of the

 04  record, but the two documents are the value of

 05  forest conservation for water quality

 06  protection.  It's a footnote in my testimony.

 07  And the other is a document from Canada on the

 08  complexities of -- it's called lessons learned,

 09  solar projects present unique storm water

 10  management challenges.  And if you want to read

 11  difficulties, read this.

 12       If implemented, this project and the

 13  decision making process that enabled it would

 14  set a dangerous precedent locally and

 15  nationally by targeting forested areas rather

 16  than areas already developed as suitable sites

 17  for large solar farms.  Over time this could

 18  result in a significant reduction of much of

 19  our nation's forested land as well as the many

 20  benefits that woodlands provide.

 21       MS. SIGILLITO:  Thank you.
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 01       My name is Mary Rooker.  I'm a member of

 02  the Maryland Green Party, which we'll submit

 03  separate written comments.  I came from Takoma

 04  Park, north of D.C., because what you do here

 05  affects me in Takoma Park.  It affects the

 06  9,000 plus registered greens in the whole state

 07  of Maryland.  It even affects the country and

 08  the world.

 09       As is my custom, I wish to open my remarks

 10  by acknowledging the land and its ancestors.

 11  So I honor the Piscataway ancestors of this

 12  land of the last 10,000 years plus and their

 13  descendents who are still here today.

 14       The green parties four pillars are

 15  democracy, peace, social justice and, you

 16  guessed it, environmental wisdom.  The green

 17  party is likely the strongest supporter you can

 18  find of solar power and yet we oppose the Solar

 19  1 project.  An alternative site must be found

 20  that does not damage the environmental, nor

 21  contribute to climate change, as this one does.
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 01       Fragmenting of forest is one of the most

 02  destructive things you can do to a habitat.  It

 03  cannot recover and dies slowly.  The proposed

 04  destruction of this forest land harms a

 05  targeted ecological area that is home to two

 06  quality streams, habitat, biodiversity and

 07  wildlife.  The stream and wetlands workarounds

 08  mentioned in the presentation fail to protect

 09  those waters because you cannot meaningfully

 10  separate the waters from the land and trees.

 11  Altering the trees harms and alters the waters.

 12  It's called atrophic cascade.  When we harm an

 13  ecosystem, we also harm human beings.  We ask

 14  that you instant on a suitable location and

 15  reject the current proposal.

 16       We need more trees and forests, not fewer.

 17  We need reforestation, not deforestation.

 18  Coming from the D.C. area I know how precious

 19  and valuable these forests are.  I hope you

 20  cherish what you have here.  Please don't take

 21  this sacred land for granted.  Thank you.

�0112

 01       Good evening.  My name is Hal Delaplain of

 02  La Plata and I'm speaking on behalf of the

 03  Conservancy for Charles County, a charitable

 04  non-profit land trust dedicated to preserving

 05  the rural character and natural assets of the

 06  county for the benefit of the general public.

 07       Thank you for holding this permit hearing

 08  tonight.  While there is rightful concern with

 09  stream and wetland disturbance which while

 10  small an area is not trivial, what really

 11  disturbs us is clear-cutting more than 200

 12  acres of upland and bottomland hardwoods on a

 13  537 acre track with more than 100 feet of

 14  topographic relief and steep slopes down to a

 15  high-quality stream, Ward's Run.  The result

 16  would be a significant fragmentation of the

 17  Nanjemoy Mattawoman forest hub and greenway

 18  that would be inconsistent with the Charles

 19  County's 2016 comprehensive plan.

 20       The applicant belittles the quality of

 21  this forest.  True, the forest on this tract is
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 01  immature because of past logging, but that

 02  doesn't affect its function as a forest.  The

 03  parcel is a targeted ecological area meaning it

 04  is among the best of the best for preservation.

 05       The Department of Natural Resources green

 06  print assessed its conservation benefits and

 07  gave it five stars out of for habitat

 08  connectivity, rare species and wildlife habitat

 09  and proximity to protected lands.

 10       Further in assessing its carbon

 11  sequestration, wildlife habitat and

 12  biodiversity, storm water mitigation, ground

 13  water recharge, nitrogen uptake and air

 14  pollutants removed, green print values the

 15  property's ecosystem services at $624,133 per

 16  year.  It does not appear any attempted

 17  alternative analysis has been made to avoid

 18  damaging this landscape.  Instead, the

 19  applicant relied on a special exception process

 20  that not only excluded public input but also

 21  neglected to inform the public.  Some are
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 01  projects that need hundreds of acres of land

 02  amount to a major power plant and should be

 03  subject to comparable sighting considerations

 04  and public process.

 05       According to the comp plan, there are more

 06  than 2700 acres of extractive or barren land in

 07  the county.  It would make sense to look here

 08  first.  What about landowner's rights.

 09  Obviously a mechanism's needed to provide a

 10  source of income for landowners as compensation

 11  for preserving essential ecosystem services.

 12  Perhaps something similar to the conservation

 13  reserve program might work.

 14       Maryland cannot afford to stand by and

 15  allow a gold rush mentality to wreak havoc on

 16  competing societal needs for clean renewable

 17  energy and the preservation of green

 18  infrastructure and prime farmland.  We need

 19  urgent action to resolve such land use

 20  conflicts.  In the meantime, I ask Georgetown

 21  University to take responsibility and move this
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 01  plant to a more appropriate location.

 02       MS. SIGILLITO:  Thank you.

 03       Good evening.  I'm Steve Brenner.  I live

 04  in Waldorf, Maryland.  I own 75 acres in

 05  Nanjemoy.  It's in the forest conservation

 06  program.  The state of Maryland has a forest

 07  conservation program which seems to be run as

 08  an alternative to allow developers to cut down

 09  trees elsewhere.  Waldorf has been clear-cut

 10  thousands and thousands of acres over the last

 11  40 years since I moved down here.  I found out

 12  about this program by watching Channel 7 News

 13  and Georgetown came up for discussion and they

 14  said they were going to clear all these woods.

 15  This was a week after I watched a well-known

 16  national news person find out that her ancestor

 17  had been sold in Port Tobacco by Georgetown,

 18  sold south.  So Georgetown hasn't had a very

 19  good week in Charles County.  That ancestor was

 20  born in Port Tobacco.  This previous fellow

 21  mentioned Port Tobacco.  Port Tobacco used to
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 01  be a deep water port in colonial days.  You can

 02  walk across the creek in Port Tobacco now

 03  because of all the erosion, all the soil in

 04  Charles County that washed into Port Tobacco

 05  Creek.  You could see the same kind of affect

 06  happening in Nanjemoy, if you start cutting

 07  down all the trees there.

 08       So I'd just like to point out that we've

 09  been through this.  You can see what happened

 10  to Port Tobacco.  We don't need this to be

 11  happening again in the Nanjemoy area.  And my

 12  75 acres is going so stay wooded, even though

 13  it cost me a fortune to keep it that way, but

 14  I'm all for wildlife and not for clearing

 15  trees, thank you.

 16       MS. SIGILLITO:  Thank you.

 17       Thank you very much.  I want to thank

 18  everybody who's here, because it's like the

 19  cream of the crop, as far as I'm concerned.

 20       People standing up for forests, it's

 21  something that we all need to do.  We need to
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 01  take recognition that the areas that we are

 02  familiar with and that we -- our territory, we

 03  need to protect it.  And I want to special

 04  thanks to the native people that are here

 05  tonight because it's just your land that we are

 06  discussing here from the past.  And it's so

 07  important to have your voice here tonight.  We

 08  really appreciate it.  And I want to thank you,

 09  MDE, for holding this hearing because this

 10  project slipped by and people did not know

 11  about it and we're very thankful that we have

 12  this opportunity.

 13       I would like the permit to be denied.  I

 14  don't want -- MDE is in a critical perspective

 15  here because they can't stop until there are

 16  regulations which I do support, it will open up

 17  and green light solar in appropriate places.

 18  Paul Penskey has legislature that would be

 19  very, very helpful but it's not in effect yet

 20  and so this land needs to be preserved and

 21  there's an opportunity to preserve it.  And I
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 01  appeal to the heirs to switch from this deal

 02  that is actually -- all the information hasn't

 03  been presented.  I was at the Board of Appeals

 04  and there was misinformation presented.  I

 05  think it's admirable that Georgetown wants to

 06  meet their sustainable energy goals, but they

 07  have an opportunity to find a different company

 08  or to get this company to do the right thing.

 09       But also it would be wonderful if they

 10  would partnership with the conservation group

 11  that would like to purchase this property

 12  because we would like to have Georgetown and

 13  the Smithsonian feel that this area below

 14  Washington is a benefit to them and to help

 15  protect it.  So I really think that that's a

 16  great opportunity for the future.

 17       And I would also like to say that we're

 18  all working together and our mission is to save

 19  Ward's Run, Nanjemoy Creek, the Potomac River

 20  the Mattawoman, which is amazing because I live

 21  to save Mattawoman, the Mattawoman and the
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 01  Chesapeake Bay and  I thank you for taking such

 02  a serious look at this issue, thank you.

 03       MS. SIGILLITO:  David Carson.

 04       Good evening.  My name is David Carson and

 05  I'm the director of Bird Conservation and

 06  interim executive director of Audubon Maryland

 07  D.C.  We have around 23,000 members in the

 08  state, 411 of which live in Charles County.

 09       So Audubon opposes the solar project in

 10  this particular place.  We urge MDE to deny the

 11  permit for it.  We're not against solar power

 12  per se.  In fact, we're very much in favor of

 13  it and we applaud Georgetown University for

 14  pursuing solar power to reduce its carbon

 15  footprint.  We recognize that climate change is

 16  one of the gravest long-term threats to birds

 17  and people and we believe that developing

 18  renewable energy sources like solar is an

 19  essential strategy to combat climate change,

 20  but we oppose the project because it's simply

 21  to the wrong place and it will cause
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 01  significant ecological damage to the two Tier

 02  II streams on the property and also to the

 03  largest forested landscape remaining in

 04  Southern Maryland.

 05       This forested landscape, we have

 06  identified as Nanjemoy important bird area and

 07  we identify it because it has a really highly

 08  significant community of forest interior

 09  dwelling species of bird and also to keep the

 10  population of six at risk bird species Bald

 11  Eagle, Whipper Will, Wood Thrush Prairie

 12  Wobbler, and Worm Eating Wobbler.

 13       So the ecological damage needed to install

 14  the solar panels for the project is just not

 15  acceptable.  We have heard about the clearance

 16  of 240 acres of forest and the fragmentation

 17  affects of that and we've also heard about the

 18  need to grade and bulldoze the land, which will

 19  cause a lot of runoff and sedimentation into

 20  the streams.

 21       It's difficult to imagine a worse place to

�0121

 01  put this project and it's difficult to

 02  understand how the site was selected.  This

 03  level of ecological damage is totally

 04  unnecessary because there are so many more

 05  suitable sites across the state, even in

 06  Charles County as we've heard other people say.

 07       I also want to say that of all the issues

 08  that I've been involved with working with

 09  Audubon, this one's attracted more comment and

 10  passion than most others and I think it's

 11  because people in Maryland are pinning a lot of

 12  hope on developing renewable power to slow down

 13  climate change and they really care that it's

 14  done right.  We need to get the siting of these

 15  projects done correctly right now because

 16  there's going to be a lot more similar projects

 17  coming along in the future, thank you.

 18       I'm Kathleen Brokey.  I request that you

 19  allow Dr. Gabby Tayack to speak in my place to

 20  allow as many members of the indigenous

 21  community and the Piscataway people to speak,
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 01  thank you.

 02       Good evening.  And thank you for providing

 03  this opportunity for me to absolutely oppose

 04  the Shugart Valley solar project.  My name is

 05  Dr. Gabrielle Tayack.  I am a Piscataway woman

 06  and a Harvard trained scholar specializing in

 07  the indigenous history of our home land, which

 08  includes the precious location now poised for

 09  destruction due to the misguided and

 10  irresponsible plans laid out by Georgetown

 11  University and the Origis Solar Company.

 12       For informational purposes only, I would

 13  like you to know that I was an historian at the

 14  Smithsonian for 18 years.  I educated millions

 15  of people about the history and culture and

 16  identity of our people and this beautiful

 17  homeland that's here in Charles County.

 18       The project will only add to the more than

 19  400 years of exploitation and degradation of

 20  our lands, our culture and our

 21  self-determination.  Nobody in this project
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 01  consulted the tribes.  I would remind you that

 02  the Piscataway tribes are officially recognized

 03  by the state of Maryland.  Our traditional

 04  tribal area stretches from the area around

 05  Great Falls all the way down to Point Lookout

 06  between the Potomac and the Patuxent River and

 07  I would like to say that my tribe is located

 08  primarily here and I am a resident of Takoma

 09  Park, Maryland.

 10       At the time of European contact our

 11  chiefdom included dozens of tribes and we lived

 12  in an environmental composed of 95 percent old

 13  growth forest, abundant agricultural fields,

 14  which I might add were controlled by women, and

 15  deep clear waterways unaffected by erosion that

 16  comes from the vast deforestation that is now

 17  being planned.

 18       About 90 percent of our population was

 19  decimated by disease, displacement and racism.

 20  Our reservation lands here were taken over

 21  without our consent.  With all that we've gone
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 01  through, we are still here and our cultures are

 02  revitalizing.  And I would like to point out

 03  that the woodlands are revitalizing.  It is

 04  secondary growth in most places but those are

 05  coming back.  And all of our animal relatives

 06  are coming back and that's a beautiful thing

 07  and we don't want to waste that again.

 08       We are in a very vulnerable time in our

 09  country again.  We are on the verge of another

 10  environmental catastrophe and much our natural

 11  world which has some time to recover is now

 12  being threatened due to climate change and

 13  unrestrained development.  We don't want more

 14  in the face of an institution which actually

 15  still holds one of the most precious things our

 16  language and for them to be involved in taking

 17  away again of our lands, our culture, our

 18  environment, our relatives, our history and our

 19  identity, please do not allow this, don't

 20  repeat this mistake again.  Thank you.

 21       Good evening.  Thank you for the
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 01  opportunity to testify tonight.  My name is

 02  Valerie Proctor and I'm a lifelong residence of

 03  what is current considered Charles County,

 04  Maryland.  And I am a member of the Cedarville

 05  Band of Piscataway.

 06       I strongly oppose the deforestation of

 07  over 200 acres of forest for the installation

 08  of Georgetown University and Origis 32 megawatt

 09  solar project.  I want to be clear that I am in

 10  full support of the university creating a solar

 11  project to power their campus.  However, I

 12  strongly oppose the location of this project,

 13  because it's in a community that was never

 14  consulted before the proposal.  We will not by

 15  benefiting from the project here in Southern

 16  Maryland.  This is for Georgetown University,

 17  not Southern Maryland.  And this is my

 18  ancestral homelands, which my people have

 19  fought so hard for and so many have died for

 20  and have shed their blood, sweat and tears for

 21  and we have shared with you all for centuries
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 01  and we just ask that you take care of it and

 02  clear-cutting more trees is not protecting it

 03  and it's over 200 acres of it, which are in a

 04  targeted ecological area, a TEA.  And I have a

 05  bone to pick with the county, why would you

 06  even consider this a TEA if you're not going TO

 07  keep it protected.

 08       Anyway, despite the importance of this

 09  forest to the ecosystem of Southern Maryland

 10  and to the Piscataway community, Georgetown and

 11  Origis have not consulted the tribe in the

 12  process thus far.  This is shocking,

 13  considering that three prior and enforced

 14  consent for indigenous community is an

 15  internationally recognized human right

 16  standard.  Not only were we not consulted

 17  neither were any of the Charles County

 18  residents.  Just because this is a private

 19  piece of property does not mean it will not

 20  affect the others around it.  This is a

 21  community and those of us -- for those of you

�0127

 01  who own the land, I realize this is your

 02  property and you need to do something with it

 03  but we need you to please understand that this

 04  is the responsibility you hold and you hold

 05  such a precious piece of land and it's not just

 06  a piece of land, it's an ecosystem.

 07       I support Georgetown's interest in solar

 08  infrastructure development, but I fail to see

 09  why it must happen in the destruction of forest

 10  land.  Georgetown and Origis are encouraged to

 11  find other alternative sites, for instance,

 12  abandoned farmland that farmers could use as a

 13  cash crop, maybe in other counties like Carroll

 14  County, for example.

 15       Again, I want renewable energy in Maryland

 16  but not at the expense of my indigenous

 17  ancestral homelands.  I'm deeply disappointed

 18  to see some of the same remnants of the same

 19  extractivist model used by the fossil fuel

 20  industry for years already creeping its way

 21  into renewable energy development and Origis
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 01  should be embarrassed.  We should not have to

 02  choose between one or the other, nature or

 03  renewables.  We can and should have both.  We

 04  deserve it.  I'm thinking of the next seven

 05  generations, are you all?

 06       Good evening.  As you mentioned, I'm Dave

 07  Wilson.  I'm actually from Berlin.  I drove

 08  three and a half hours to be here.  This is

 09  that important to me.

 10       First, I'd like to thank you, MDE and

 11  Secretary Grumbles for holding this hearing.

 12  It's a very important part of the public

 13  process.  It's important that this be a public

 14  process.  And thank you to all the four of you

 15  for hanging in there.

 16       Just for some background, I'm the former

 17  executive director of the Maryland Coastal Base

 18  Program, it's a national estuary program that's

 19  based in Berlin, Maryland, where I worked for

 20  18 years and where I also chaired the Coastal

 21  Base Forestry Advisory Committee.  I work at
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 01  DNR and the Maryland amphibian and reptile

 02  atlas and the breeding bird atlas, where I

 03  logged over 2,000 hours in the field and I

 04  subsequently helped write the conservation

 05  actions for the reptiles amphibians and for the

 06  bird sections in the 2015 Maryland State

 07  Wildlife Action Plan.

 08       Since this is a wetland hearing I'm going

 09  to be a good testifier and say that I think the

 10  degradations to the wetlands and the runoff

 11  impacts to the nearby Tier II streams are

 12  unacceptable and, therefore, this permit should

 13  be denied.  I'd also like to add this would

 14  also set a very disturbing precedent in the

 15  state of Maryland for cutting down woods to put

 16  in solar panels.

 17       I'd like to also say that this Georgetown

 18  University proposal flies in the face of all

 19  the forest restoration work that the state and

 20  non-profits across that do pretty much every

 21  day for everything from box turtles to Scarlet
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 01  Tanagers.

 02       The biggest problem east coast birds,

 03  reptiles and amphibians have is the loss of

 04  contiguous forest habitat.  Why do you reduce

 05  greenhouse gasses if you're going to destroy

 06  the habitat of the species you're trying to

 07  save.  Greenhouse gas calculations are

 08  important but they're not all that matter.

 09  When it comes to cutting giant holes in a few

 10  intact forest complexes left in the state, the

 11  number crunching is meaningless.

 12       I got my undergraduate degree from Penn

 13  State University and I have a Master's Degree

 14  from Boston College and I can't imagine any of

 15  those institutions ever being as poorly versed

 16  in wildlife biodiversity and conservation in

 17  general as Georgetown University is in this

 18  case.  And the Florida based Origis energy's

 19  droning on about property rights and false

 20  tradeoffs in the media doesn't make it any

 21  easier to swallow how Georgetown University
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 01  ever got into bed with such an enterprise.

 02  It's easy to see Origis energy's blind

 03  financial incentive but it's hard to comprehend

 04  Georgetown University calculous on their

 05  institutions reputation.

 06       MS. SIGILLITO:  Thank you.  Jessica

 07  Proctor.

 08       Good evening.  Thank you for the

 09  opportunity to testify.  My name is Jessica

 10  Proctor and I grew up in Charles County and I

 11  have lived here for nearly all of my life.  I

 12  am and always have been connected to this land,

 13  as I am, too, a member of the Cedarville Band

 14  Piscataway people.

 15       Pollution has toxified our air, water and

 16  land more and more each day.  We are hurting

 17  for clean energy practices and for corporations

 18  to take a movement toward clean energy more

 19  seriously.  We've seen our trees become rapidly

 20  wiped out by hundreds of acres over the past 15

 21  years for housing developments, gas stations,
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 01  shopping centers and now what I hope would

 02  never happen, solar farms.

 03       Just like the fossil fuel industry has

 04  bulldozed farms for decades, we are now

 05  beginning to see those same disgusting and

 06  disheartening practices from the renewable

 07  energy sector.  There doesn't seem to have been

 08  any consideration from Georgetown University or

 09  Origis for the ramifications of wiping out

 10  hundreds of acres of ancestral homelands of the

 11  Piscataway people and homelands of wildlife

 12  within this forest.

 13       Actually by doing a quick Google search,

 14  it seems that Origis has a history of choosing

 15  controversial sites and wiping out tons of

 16  trees in the process and endangering endangered

 17  species even further.  Georgetown University

 18  I'm sure has many brilliant minds like those

 19  from the green organization here with us

 20  tonight and others in your student body who I'm

 21  sure agree with us and would likely be willing
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 01  to find an alternative to killing trees and

 02  wildlife to build this solar farm.  There are

 03  plenty of lands that have already been

 04  deforested that would make much more sense to

 05  use.  And the environmental benefits to Charles

 06  County from wiping out our trees and our source

 07  of oxygen and for clean energy to leave our

 08  state, our community and be transferred to

 09  Georgetown just to better your image to your

 10  university, there's no benefits for us.

 11  Although you'd be leaving the roots system

 12  there, it will likely produce a carbon

 13  emissions to deforest the site, install the

 14  solar farm and maintain the area.  It's a crude

 15  display of conspicuous consumption and a

 16  blatant disregard to the wishes of the

 17  Piscataway people, thank you.

 18       I'm Angela Barns.  I'm here representing

 19  the Accokeek Foundation, a non-profit that's

 20  located in Southern Prince George's County.  I

 21  also would like to note that I'm a long time
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 01  Charles County resident, as well a member of

 02  Piscataway Cedarville Band.

 03       In addition to the ecological impacts

 04  already noted this evening, we would like to

 05  echo the sentiment shared by the native

 06  community and offer additional perspectives to

 07  take into consideration.

 08       In 2015 in collaboration with members of

 09  two state recognized Piscataway tribes the

 10  Accokeek Foundation's board chair, Dr. Virginia

 11  Busby co-published the indigenous study for the

 12  Nanjemoy and Mattawoman Creek watersheds.  The

 13  purpose of this project was to identify and

 14  represent the indigenous culture landscape for

 15  the Nanjemoy and Mattawoman Creek watershed on

 16  the north shore of the Potomac River in Charles

 17  and Prince George's Counties.

 18       The proposed solar project is situated

 19  within the study area.  During the research,

 20  the cultural landscape study founded that

 21  additional research is still needed to be able
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 01  to more clearly establish connections between

 02  the historic and the contemporary Piscataway

 03  landscape there is virtually no archeological

 04  survey in the immediate and larger area.  The

 05  level of historic property review is unknown

 06  and should be addressed for indigenous and

 07  other properties.

 08       It's important to note that the indigenous

 09  cultural landscape includes ecological and

 10  cultural resources.  Biodiversity is

 11  exceedingly significant and preserving

 12  contiguous large tracts within the ecological

 13  value that this property possesses is

 14  important.

 15       Historic problems of social and economic

 16  justice should compel Georgetown University to

 17  ensure that they embrace ecological justice in

 18  this instance.  While we applaud the

 19  university's interest in embracing renewable

 20  energy resources, their decision making and

 21  impact assessments must be informed by
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 01  effective community discussions with the goal

 02  of doing no harm to human and ecological

 03  communities, protecting cultural resources and

 04  respecting social justice.

 05       The Accokeek Foundation respectfully

 06  requests that both Georgetown University and

 07  the appropriate agencies work with Piscataway

 08  community local stakeholders and conduct

 09  archaeological survey and research further the

 10  impact of this project on the irreplaceable

 11  environmental and cultural resources and

 12  indigenous resources of this region, thank you.

 13       MS. SIGILLITO:  It's almost 9:40 and we

 14  have this room until 10:00 o'clock.  We will

 15  not be able to get through our whole list of

 16  speakers tonight, so there will be a

 17  continuation of the hearing, but we'll call on

 18  a few more and the next on the list is Erica

 19  Mulkay.

 20       Good evening.  My name's Erica Mulkay, I'm

 21  a relatively new resident to the area.  I live
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 01  on Smith Point Road in Nanjemoy and I did move

 02  here because of the forest and the wildlife

 03  areas, so that was very important in choosing

 04  this to be where I live and I oppose the

 05  installation of the solar farm because it does

 06  clear-cut so much of our forest, it is so

 07  valuable.  And everyone here tonight has pretty

 08  much really said it.  I applaud Georgetown in

 09  their efforts to have solar and renewable

 10  energy, but I feel that they need to find a

 11  better site that is already cleared, install

 12  solar on their own facilities, upgrade

 13  facilities, that they have -- employ day

 14  lighting really achieve green energy instead of

 15  just saying we're going to clear-cut a forest

 16  to have solar.  So please deny their permit so

 17  we can keep our forests, thank you.

 18       MS. SIGILLITO:  Thank you.

 19       Hello, I'm Gwynn Bagley from White Plains,

 20  Maryland.  I grew up in Charles County.  I

 21  often go out on the rail trail bike path.  I
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 01  often go out kayaking in the Mattawoman Creek

 02  and in the Nanjemoy Creek and there's -- I

 03  always see many, many other people out there

 04  enjoying the environmental in Southern

 05  Maryland.  I'm absolutely opposed to this

 06  project and I would ask that you deny the

 07  permit.  I am concerned about the precedent

 08  this sets for future solar farms in Maryland,

 09  of which there will surely be many more.  I

 10  think that appropriate sites such as rooftops,

 11  brown -- already degraded land canopies over

 12  parking lots should be found for these sites

 13  before forested land is disturbed and so I

 14  would ask that you deny the permit, thank you.

 15       Thank you for giving me this opportunity

 16  to speak to you.  And I'd like to acknowledge

 17  the Piscataway people, many of whom are my

 18  friends.  They've been here for thousands of

 19  years and are still here.  I actually applaud

 20  Georgetown in looking to go with green

 21  alternatives.  I don't think this is the proper
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 01  one to do.  There's plenty of -- actually

 02  there's like somebody else mentioned, there's

 03  plenty of areas on their campus that they don't

 04  have solar on.  There are areas with solar.  I

 05  would prefer to see them put more solar on

 06  their campus first before they go looking for

 07  taking away a forest.  One of the concerns that

 08  many of the other people have mentioned, that's

 09  the increase in runoff and how that will affect

 10  the streams.  The company said it will end at

 11  the property.  No, it won't because the water

 12  will continue to flow downstream into other

 13  areas, into the Potomac and into the Chesapeake

 14  Bay areas that I use for recreational

 15  enjoyment.  I'm not from the area, this area,

 16  I'm from Falls Church but then neither is

 17  Georgetown and neither is Origis.

 18       And I think there's other maybe sources of

 19  green that they could also look at.  Some of

 20  people mentioned using parking lots.  Parking

 21  lots in Georgetown, they can put canopies on.

�0140

 01  There's a large south facing roof on Georgetown

 02  that they could put solar on, other flat roofs

 03  that they could put solar on and have it in

 04  proper orientation to make a maximum use of it.

 05  So there's a lot they can do in their own

 06  backyard before they can come taking somebody

 07  else's backyard.

 08       And there's also other ways, maybe one of

 09  the things to look at is wind power.  It has a

 10  much smaller footprint than any solar.  Those

 11  are things that should be looked at in

 12  addition.  And basically you should look at

 13  areas that are already impervious because

 14  there's either a building or a parking lot on

 15  it.  You can put like a canopy over a parking

 16  lot, brown fields that have been deforested,

 17  those type of areas to look at first before you

 18  look at something like this.  I think it's the

 19  wrong project at the wrong time.  Thank you

 20  very much.

 21       MS. SIGILLITO:  Thank you.  Kathleen
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 01  Murphy.

 02       Thank you my.  Name is  Kathleen Murphy

 03  and I'm testifying tonight in my individual

 04  capacity as a resident of Maryland.  Since

 05  growing up in Maryland, I have been able to

 06  establish myself -- a career as a community

 07  advocate working with citizens in resource rich

 08  countries around the world.  For over seven

 09  years I've had the honor of working on issues

 10  faced by indigenous and other front line

 11  communities that live in or near sites of oil

 12  and mineral extraction.

 13       As someone who has witnessed the

 14  devastation of the fossil fuel industry

 15  firsthand, I've become an ardent supporter of

 16  renewable energy and the need for a transition

 17  away from fossil fuel reliance.  While I

 18  wholeheartedly support renewable energy, I've

 19  become increasingly disappointed as I've

 20  researched this case to see some of the

 21  remnants of the same extractivist model used by
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 01  the fossil fuel industry for years creeping

 02  into renewable energy development.

 03       I'm primarily concerned with two major

 04  aspect of this project which implicate

 05  Georgetown and Origis on one hand and the state

 06  of Maryland on the other.  According to

 07  publicly available information, the Piscataway

 08  people that are indigenous to Southern Maryland

 09  and specifically Charles County have not been

 10  formally consulted at all thus far in the

 11  planned development of this project.  I would

 12  like to point out that this is in contravention

 13  to the internationally recognized right of

 14  indigenous communities to free prior and

 15  informed consent for any large scale land based

 16  investment planned for their land.

 17       Since this project is planned for

 18  Piscataway ancestral land and a Piscataway

 19  community has been officially recognized as an

 20  indigenous group by the state of Maryland since

 21  2012, I fail to understand why their rights to
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 01  free prior and informed consent have not been

 02  respected thus far in this project.  I do not

 03  find the argument that the land is privately

 04  held as particularly relevant or compelling

 05  here.

 06       On the second issue that is most

 07  concerning to me is in regards to the state of

 08  Maryland's failure to protect this area since

 09  it is a targeted ecological area.  According to

 10  the definition by the Department of Natural

 11  Resources TEAs are lands and watersheds that

 12  have been identified as conservation priorities

 13  by DNR for national resource protection.

 14  Therefore, I fail to understand why this area

 15  designated as a TEA has not been, therefore,

 16  protected by the stateside program Open Space

 17  that provides funding for conservation of

 18  targeted land based on ecological priorities.

 19       This forest is a critical part of

 20  Maryland's remaining green infrastructure.  How

 21  can this piece of land be zoned for
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 01  agricultural use when it is a TEA.

 02  Furthermore, what is the purpose of the TEA

 03  program not to protect ecologically important

 04  areas and incentivize private landowners as is

 05  relevant in this case to sell privately owned

 06  land within a TEA to the state for

 07  conservation.

 08       To be clear, in a hypothetical sense I am

 09  not here to resist this project today, only to

 10  find out that the land gets logged for timber

 11  at some future time.  I am here to oppose this

 12  and any future project in this TEA and to plead

 13  that state government do its job here and stop

 14  undermining the intent of the TEA program in

 15  the first place.

 16       To this end, I request that the state

 17  reconsider its approval of this project and

 18  instead prioritize this land for conservation

 19  using the tools at its disposal for exactly

 20  this purpose.

 21       Furthermore, I wish that the state of
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 01  Maryland would absolutely require any developer

 02  seeking a project on Piscataway ancestral land

 03  to always in every case require developers to

 04  seek free prior informed consent from the

 05  Piscataway community.  Thank you.

 06       Hello Lyla West from Lusby, Maryland.  I

 07  drove an hour to get here because this is so

 08  important.  I oppose this siting of this solar

 09  farm.  It's a terrible site for solar farm and

 10  our country used to be nature surrounding human

 11  development and now it's human development

 12  surrounding nature.

 13       This is a very valuable forest for the

 14  wetlands and the wildlife and the drinking

 15  water supply.  I've been sent here tonight by

 16  my adult children and adult grandchildren in

 17  college, they spend their recreational dollars

 18  on outdoor recreation, they come here to

 19  Southern Maryland to visit me, not because my

 20  cooking is good, but because of all the water

 21  sports, birding, hiking, outdoor recreation in
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 01  clean areas that they enjoy.

 02       There are other sites to be found, many

 03  sites of land that is already on impervious

 04  surfaces, land that has already been degraded

 05  by industry.  Maryland has to require companies

 06  to limit their solar farms to these areas that

 07  are already degraded.  This forest is so

 08  precious the last remaining forest, the lungs

 09  of Southern Maryland and of Maryland, thank

 10  you.

 11       Thank you.  I'm Leonard Suza.  I live in

 12  Solomons, Maryland.  My wife and I became aware

 13  of the relationship between water quality and

 14  the marine environmental by running an oyster

 15  restoration program here in Southern Maryland

 16  for a number of years.  We planted millions of

 17  oysters.

 18       In the course of my exposure to

 19  environmental matters I came to learn that

 20  forests are far more effective in retaining

 21  rainwater runoff than lawns and certainly more
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 01  effective in retaining rainwater runoff than

 02  gravel surfaces or asphalt.

 03       We saw the affects of clear cutting land

 04  on our oyster operation.  In one creek where

 05  people were raising oysters at their dock, a

 06  developer had cleared an adjoining piece of

 07  land, a heavy rain occurred afterwards and what

 08  they had enjoyed previously as a dock became a

 09  deck because there was so much sediment that

 10  washed down the creek and into their property,

 11  surrounded it and literally they were

 12  surrounding by land and previously they had

 13  been surrounded by water.  This was in St.

 14  Mary's County.

 15       I think that you all in MDE and Secretary

 16  Grumbles have a very difficult situation that

 17  you're facing, in that you are being asked to

 18  address one project and there's powerful

 19  arguments for its going through by the

 20  landowner and the company and Georgetown.  The

 21  problem is that there's a cumulative affect to
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 01  these projects and in this area where there's

 02  so much erodible soil, if you approve this one

 03  and then the next one has erodible soil and the

 04  one after that and the one after that, what you

 05  end up with is a cumulative impact on the

 06  environment that's difficult to reverse.  Mark

 07  Gimlay talked earlier about a certain type of

 08  mussel.  We were concerned and still are

 09  concerned about oysters.  What we are asking

 10  you to do is to focus on looking for an

 11  alternative, deny this particular project and

 12  this location and find a place that will not be

 13  producing environmental damage that will

 14  reverse the extraordinary efforts that MDE and

 15  DNR are employing to try to protect the

 16  environmental in Maryland.  Thank you.

 17       MS. SIGILLITO:  I don't believe that we

 18  have time for one more, so what I'm going to do

 19  now is read my closing remarks.  And, like I

 20  said, there will be a continuation of this

 21  hearing and we will be begin that hearing
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 01  working from the list that we have here and

 02  starting with the next names of the people that

 03  indicated that they would like to make a

 04  statement.

 05       The formal hearing record will remain open

 06  until April 17th, 2019 at 5:00 p.m.  MDE is

 07  holding the record open until April 17, 2019

 08  because MDE understands that Georgetown

 09  University is undertaking an environmental

 10  assessment which will not be available for

 11  public review and comment until approximately

 12  March 20th, 2019.  So the record will remain

 13  open until April 17, 2019, in order to provide

 14  an opportunity for the environmental assessment

 15  can be provided to MDE and for MDE to provide

 16  interested parties, including the applicant and

 17  project proponents, with an opportunity to

 18  review and provide MDE with additional

 19  comments.

 20       The department will conduct a continuation

 21  of this hearing, either prior to the closure of
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 01  the hearing record on April 17, 2019 or the

 02  record closing date of April 17, 2019 will also

 03  allow the department to entertain requests for

 04  continuation of the hearing.  We will continue

 05  this hearing.

 06       Out front I have sheets that explain how

 07  you can submit written comments and I'm

 08  assuming that they're still out there.  If not,

 09  I still have a few more up here, so please see

 10  me before you leave and I can give you those.

 11  You can submit additional comments in writing

 12  if you choose to.  We appreciate your interest

 13  in this project and thank you for attending

 14  tonight.  Goodnight.

 15       (The Hearing concluded at 10:00 p.m.)

 16  
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 01                CERTIFICATE OF NOTARY PUBLIC

 02  

 03            I, TEAGUE GIBSON, the officer before whom

 04       the hearing was taken, do hereby certify that

 05       the testimony appearing in the foregoing

 06       transcript was taken by me and thereafter

 07       reduced to typewriting by me; that said

 08       testimony is a true record of the proceedings;

 09       and, further, that I am not a relative or

 10       employee of any person employed by the parties

 11       hereto, nor financially or otherwise interested

 12       in the outcome of this action.

 13  

 14            TEAGUE GIBSON, Notary Public in and for

 15       the State of Maryland.

 16  _________________________
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