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MARINE CONTRACTORS LICENSING BOARD
1800 Washington Blvd., Suite 430, Baltimore, MD 21230

(800) 633-6101, ext. 3249
MARINE CONTRACTORS LICENSING BOARD

MEETING MINUTES

November 16, 2015
Location:  
MDE Headquarters
Loch Raven Room, 5th Floor 


Baltimore, MD

	BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT

	OTHERS PRESENT

	Jordan Loran, DNR
	Emily Vainieri, Counsel to the Board

	Chris McCabe (Co-Chair)
	Theresa Foye, MES 

	Milton Rehbein (Chairman)
	Michael Herzberger, MES

	Doug Suess WBCM
	Thomas Blair, Board Administrator

	Josh Schleupner McGinty Marine
	Lynn Buhl, Director, MDE WMA

	
	


CALL TO ORDER

Board Chairman, Milton Rehbein called the meeting to order at 9:15am at MDE Headquarters Office in Baltimore, MD.  Five Board members, the Board’s legal Counsel, the Director of WMA, MDE, and the Board’s Administrator were present.  Theresa Foye and Michael Herzberger, from MES, the contractor developing the license manual and test were also present for the first portion of the meeting.   
 AGENDA REVIEW 
The Board reviewed the agenda for the November 16, 2015 meeting which included reviewing the September 21, and October 5, 2015 meeting minutes, schedule future meetings, a progress update by MES on the  Manual and Exam, discussion of the license application, letter to be sent to contractors advising of registration extension, and proposed criteria for what constitutes marine contracting experience.
REVIEW OF PRIOR MEETING MINUTES.

Board Members reviewed the Draft Minutes from the September 21, and October 5, 2015 Board meetings.  The Board voted to accept the minutes and all were in favor. The minutes were  approved and will posted on the website as final.   
DISCUSSION OF LICENSE MANUAL AND TEST QUESTIONS

The Board continued review of the study manual to be used by license applicants to prepare for the licensing exam. Theresa Foye and Michael Herzberger with MES presented the manual with all changes inserted since the 10/5/15 Board meeting.

Ms. Foye presented what has been amended and added to the manual since the 10/5 meeting as follows: photos have been added to break up the text and make the manual more attractive; a table of contents was added with chapters and sub chapter references; a list of acronyms and abbreviations was added; a new chapter has been added concerning marine construction; all corrections or modifications on other sections of the manual have been made per the Board’s advice at previous meetings.   
 The Board reviewed and discussed the modifications made to the manual.  The discussion was general in nature and was not a line by line review.  The wording was reviewed in several areas and revisions for clarity were made.  Attention was given to the new section/chapter called “Marine Construction” addressing construction of piers and related structures.  The proposed attachment/appendix to the manual was discussed by the Board and MES staff to clarify exactly what will be used to support the manual narrative.  Ms. Foye requested the Board members supply additional photos to insert in various sections of the manual.    
Mr. Herzberger advised the Board of the extension of the timeline for completion of the manual and test questions.  The timeline was discussed by the Board and it was agreed that the Board members independently review the manual update and recommend any changes by 11/23/15, MES will then finalize the manual and test and forward to Salisbury University for final review for two weeks.  The manual and test will then be forwarded to the Board’s legal counsel, Ms. Vainieri for review and once that is complete the Board members will review the documents a final time prior to MES finalizing and copying the manual.  MES is projecting completion in mid February.  MES representatives were excused from the meeting at this point.
The Board reviewed and discussed a letter to be sent to all currently registered marine contractors.  The letter was reviewed and the Board agreed to a no-fee extension of the registration until 6/30/16 to allow for the license application to be sent and for testing and license mail out.  The Board agreed to a no fee application.  A license fee (determined at a later date) will be assessed once applicants pass the contractor licensing test. The license application form was discussed.  The Board agreed that two application forms will be used, one for individual applicants not representing an Entity, and one for a “responsible party” of an Entity.  Various aspects of the application were discussed, the criteria for assessing the requirement of 2 years of marine contracting experience were also discussed.  
The Board discussed how to fill the position for the Southern Maryland Contractor currently held by Mr. Randy Beckwith, who has not been able to attend the meetings due to personal reasons.  The administrator will research how the position can be filled by another contractor and report back to the Board.  

Mr. Rehbein proposed the Board meet on December 14, 2015.  The Board members agreed to meet on December 14, 2015 at the Wye Island Conference Center in Queenstown, Maryland starting at 10:30 am.  
Mr Rehbien requested a motion to adjourn.  The motion was approved and the meeting was adjourned at 12:15 pm

FUTURE MEETING

DATE




LOCATION

December 14, 2015

Wye Island Conference Center, Queenstown, MD  

ADJOURNMENT

 The November 16, 2015 Board meeting was adjourned at 12:15 PM
