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Our	Mission:			

To	provide	innova,ve	strategies,	working	models	and	,mely	informa,on	to	support	
environmentally	sound	and	equitable	community	development.		

Programs:			
! Community	Owned	Broadband	
! Energy	Democracy	
! Community	Scaled	Economy	
! The	Public	Good	Blog	
! Waste	to	Wealth	
! Compos,ng	for	Community	
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COMPOST: Impacts 
More Than You Think
Composting is the aerobic decomposition of 
organic materials by microorganisms. It 
transforms raw materials—such as leaves, 
grass clippings, garden trimmings, food scraps, 
animal manure, and agricultural residues—into 
compost, a valuable earthy-smelling soil 
conditioner, teeming with life.  

One Person’s Trash is...
...another’s black gold.

of typical municipal garbage set 
out at the curb is compostable.

Pollution of surrounding 
soil, air, and water

Climate change

Health hazards to 
humans and animals

is food scraps alone

paper/paperboard

Every year, U.S. landfills and trash incinerators receive 167 MILLION TONS of garbage.

yard trimmings

wood waste

21%

> 50%
Landfills and incinerators are dangerous. 
Every bag thrown out contributes to: 
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To learn more, visit:  ilsr.org/compost-impacts



Infographics / posters:  
ilsr.org/compost-impacts



hFps://ilsr.org/neighborhoodsoilrebuilders/	



Na,onal	Cul,va,ng	Community	Compos,ng		
Forums	•	Webinars	•	Coali,on	•	Listserve	







Should we rely on only regional mega-facilities? 



Composting, lots of ways



Hierarchy to Reduce Food 
Waste and Grow Community 

How important is scale and distributed infrastructure? 
Where does home composting fit in?





Source Reduction 
Prevention. Do not generate food waste in the 
first place! Reduce portions, buy what you 
need, and organize your fridge for optimal 
food usage. 



Edible Food Rescue 
Feed hungry people. Divert food not suitable for 
people to animals such as backyard chickens or 
to local farmers’ livestock. 



Home Composting 
Composting in backyards or in homes.  
Avoid collection costs! 



Small-Scale, Decentralized 
Onsite composting or anaerobic digestion, and 
community composters can accept material from 
off-site or simply process their own material. 



Medium-Scale, Locally-Based 
Composting or anaerobic digestion at the small 
town or farm scale. These systems handle 
typically between 10 and 100 tons per week and 
are designed to serve small geographic areas. 



Centralized Composting or 
Anaerobic Digestion 
Facilities serving large geographic areas that 
typically handle more than 100 tons per week. 
Material generally leaves the community in which it 
is generated. 



Mechanical Biological Mixed 
Waste Treatment 
Mixed garbage is mechanically and biologically 
processed to recover recyclables and reduce 
waste volume and the potential for methane 
emissions before landfill disposal. 



Landfill and Incinerator 
Food waste should be banned from landfills and trash 
incinerators due to their high capital costs, pollution, 
and contribution to greenhouse gas emissions.  



Farmers need investment & support!



Definition of Community Composting

Community	compos4ng	keeps	the	process	and	
product	as	local	as	possible	while	engaging	the	
community	through	par4cipa4on	and	
educa4on		

Download	the	free	Growing	Local	Fer4lity:	A	
Guide	to	Community	Compos4ng	at	
www.ilsr.org/growing-local-fer5lity	



NYC Supports Community Composting

DSNY	Organic	Waste	Diversion	Strategy:	

DSNY	believes	that	a	strong	organic	waste	
diversion	strategy	for	NYC	will	operate	at	
three	scales:		

①  at	a	citywide	level,		
②  in	communi,es	and	neighborhoods,	

and		
③  in	the	home.		





Drop-off 
Network



New York 
Compost Project, 
New York City 





Bike-Powered Collection 
Growing



The BK ROT model in the Bushwick neighborhood of 
Brooklyn, NY



Red Hook Community Farm (Brooklyn)



Red Hook Community Farm (Brooklyn)



ECO City Farms (MD)



Real Food Farm, Baltimore



Filbert St. Community Garden 
Baltimore Compost Collective 



Youth Engagement



Ramona Unified School District (CA)

Gloria Quinn, Ramona Unified School District,  
“School District Implements Food Recovery 
Hierarchy,” BioCycle, April 6, 2016, San Diego. 

2014-2015

!  Source reduction = 2,860 lbs

!  Fed people = 7,280 lbs

!  Fed animals = 3,840 lbs

!  Composted = 6,576 lbs

A cost benefit >$18,000 in 2015 



Howard Co. Dept. of Corrections 
(Jessup, MD)



DC DPR Community Compost 
 Cooperative Network

https://dpr.dc.gov/page/community-compost-cooperative-network

!  50+ DPR 
gardens  have a 
Compost Knox 
system 

!  Each site has a 
compost 
manager

!  Each site has a 
community 
compost 
cooperative



Composting & Training at First  
DC Urban Food Hub



Sites for home composting workshops



YES! IN MY BACKYARD:  
A Home Composting Guide for Local Government

Part	1	–	overview	and	lessons	learned	
Part	2	–	why	local	government	should	support	

home	compos,ng	programs	
Part	3	–	lessons	from	profiled	programs		
Part	4	–	problem	of	an,quated	ordinances	and	

laws	to	promote	home	compos,ng	
Part	5	–	case	studies	of	11	city	and	county	

programs	

Appendix	A	-	Sample	Outreach	Materials	
Appendix	B	-	Sample	Print	Educa,onal	Materials	
Appendix	C	-	Reports	on	Local	Programs	
Appendix	D	-	Sample	Ordinances	
Appendix	E	-	Miscellaneous	

hFps://ilsr.org/yimby-compost/	



hFps://ilsr.org/
yimby-compost/	
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Diversion Potential?

For	every	10,000	households	home	
compos4ng,	an	es4mated	1,400	tons	per	
year	could	be	diverted	from	disposal,	
avoiding	~$72,000	per	year	in	disposal	
fees	alone.		

For	every	10,000	households	receiving	
personalized	hands-on	training	and	
support	with	subsidized	bins,	this	
tonnage	could	grow	to	as	much	as	5,000	
tons	per	year,	with	avoided	disposal	fees	
jumping	to	~$250,000.	



Profiled Communities

SeaFle’s	1st	master	
composter	class	in	
1986	



Key Take-Aways & Recommendations

•  Make	home	compos,ng	
bins	accessible	to	
residents	

•  Educate	and	train	
•  Outreach	and	market	
•  Measure,	evaluate,	and	
improve	

•  Address	an,quated	
ordinances	



Bin Types & Prices

SeaFle	yard	composter	 Green	Cone	 Terra	Dual	Batch	



Worm Bins Too



Bin Distribution –  
many options

•  Vouchers/rebates	(freedom	to	choose	
bin	types)	

•  Subsidized	bins	for	residents	to	buy	at	
below	market-value	price	

•  Bulk	purchased	bins	with	savings	passed	
on	to	residents		

•  Pre-order	program	of	discounted	bins,	
delivered	to	a	central	loca,on	

•  Truck	sale	events	(bins	sold	at	discounted	
prices	at	pre-planned	loca,ons)	

•  Free	bins	



Cheverly,	MD,	shows	25%	of	residents	will	backyard	compost,	
saving	money	on	collec,on	and	disposal	fees	

!  April	2011,	backyard	compos,ng	program	

!  25%	of	1,600	single-family	homes	
par,cipa,ng	

!  ~100	tons	per	year	composted	

!  ~$6,000	in	avoided	disposal	fees/year	

!  Total	savings	expected	to	be	$120,000	
over	20	years	

!  A	dozen	municipali,es	have	implemented	
the	program	(including	Bowie,	Greenbelt,	
Mount	Rainier,	Berwyn	Heights,	Colmar	
Manor	&	Brentwood).	

Source:	Doug	Alexander,	NIE	Ins,tute,	Landover	Hills,	MD	



Educate & Train





Training & Demo Sites

Los	Angeles	class	 San	Diego	demonstra,on	site	

Vancouver	worm	compos,ng	workshop	Napa	compost	class	



Orlando – Get Dirty for Valentine’s Day

!  FREE	bins	to	City	of	
Orlando	residents	
o  Free	home	delivery	
o  Assembled	
o  The	Earth	Machine	

!  	Launch	February	14,	2015	
“Get	Dirty”	Campaign	
o  Get	Dirty	for	

Valen,ne’s	Day	
o  Get	Dirty	with	Your	

Neighbors	

!  5,300+	delivered	



Policies help set the stage



hFps://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/sws/foodwaste/	



MD Infrastructure Bill



What you can do… ideas to support home composting

•  Partner	with	nonprofits	to	provide	
training	and	demo	sites	

•  Support	local	business	
•  Encourage	DIY	bins	
•  Do	not	unnecessarily	restrict	
community	exchange	of	materials	

•  The	poten,al	to	expand	home	
compos,ng	is	largely	untapped	
but	massive	

•  Be	crea,ve	and	innova,ve!	
SeaFle	2-bin	DIY	system	



What can you do… ideas to support distributed composting

!  Support diversified infrastructure
!  Technical assistance and tools for 

locally based systems
!  Support locally based systems
!  Support reasonable policies & regs
!  Procurement of finished compost
!  Renewed focus on SCHOOLS
!  Equipment for community scaled 

systems
!  Support training and well operated 

sites
Photos:		NYC	Compost	Project	



Brenda	PlaF	
Ins,tute	for	Local	Self-Reliance	
bplaF@ilsr.org	
@PlaFBrenda	
www.ilsr.org	

“What	Is	Community	Compos,ng”	video:		
hFps://ilsr.org/video-community-compos,ng/	


