Re: School’s New Idle Reduction 
Policy and Campaign

Dear Teachers and Staff at [Insert Name of School]
Vehicle exhaust contains pollutants that cause cancer, birth defects, asthma, low fertility, and other serious illnesses. Children are particularly vulnerable to these pollutants and the risk is even higher around a concentration of idling vehicles. 
Therefore, [Insert Name of School] has instituted a vehicle idling policy intended to keep students, staff, and families safer. 
To promote support from the school community for our new policy, we are implementing an Idle Free MD campaign from [Insert a six week timeframe] and need your help. Here’s what you and your students can do to help make it a success:


· Share information from the Idle Reduction Fact Sheet with your students so that they can start a conversation at home about the impact of idling. Educate students about how the school’s idle reduction policy protects them, their community, and the environment. Encourage them to get involved in the fight for cleaner air. 

· Send Idle Reduction and You home with students to share with their families so everyone can start recognizing the opportunities for idle reduction in their lives.

· Post Idling’s Impact on Maryland Communities in your classroom to help students recognize that idle reduction is a simple choice that can make a big difference!
· Ask students to encourage the drivers in their lives to take the Pledge to be Idle-Free. 
· Have students give Idle Free MD Decals to drivers that take the pledge. Encourage participants to display the decals on their vehicle’s windshield to demonstrate their commitment to clean air with the rest of the school community.
· Track the number of new pledges your class gets and report them to the front office at the end of each week of the campaign.
· Be sure to set a good example at all times and adhere to the school’s idle reduction policy yourself. Turn off your engine any time you are parked for more than 10 seconds.
With your help, we can help protect the [Insert Name of School] community from the harmful effects of vehicle exhaust. Thank you for your support!
Pledge to be Idle Free!


