Re: School’s New Idle Reduction Policy


Dear Bus Drivers at [Insert Name of School], 

Parents and guardians trust you to transport their most prized possessions to and from school every day. Riding a bus is one of the safest forms of transportation available. As a trusted member of the community, you have the ability to influence the behavior and health of students and their parents. 
However, bus exhaust contains pollutants that cause cancer, birth defects, asthma, low fertility, and other serious illnesses. Children are particularly vulnerable to these pollutants and the risk is even higher around a concentration of idling vehicles. 

Therefor [Insert Name of School] has instituted a vehicle idling policy intended to keep students, staff, and families safer. We are asking all drivers to turn off their engines off while waiting for students, and any time they are parked for more than 10 seconds around school grounds.

Did you know that idling pollutes the air, wastes fuel, and causes excess engine wear?
· Idling school buses can pollute air in and around the bus, and the exhaust can enter school buildings through air intakes, doors, and open windows. 

· Idling buses waste fuel and money.  School districts that eliminate unnecessary idling can save significant dollars in fuel costs each year. 

· Extended idling causes engine damage.  

As important members of the [Insert Name of School] community, we are asking you to take the pledge to be idle free at mde.maryland.gov/idlefreeMD. Please be receptive if approached by school administration who remind, and reward bus drivers about our idle reduction policies. With your help, we can help protect the [Insert Name of School] community from the harmful effects of vehicle exhaust.

Thank you for your support! 
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Pledge to be Idle Free!


