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Management and Leadership  
 
 Environmental Policy Statement 

 
 On July 21, 2016, the Mayor and Board of Aldermen adopted a 
Sustainability Plan for the City of Frederick. This plan provides guidance for 
moving the City forward with its sustainability efforts in eight different sectors. 
The complete document can be viewed at the site below: 
http://www.cityoffrederick.com/DocumentCenter/View/6120/Sustainability-
Plan?bidId= 
 

 Environmental Team  
 
 The City’s Green Initiative Team was changed from an ad hoc committee to 
a standing committee in March 2016. The Committee now serves as in an advisory 
capacity for a number of topics, including large-scale planning efforts, community 
outreach and education efforts, and providing input on Capital Improvement 
Program for consistency with the Sustainability Plan. The forming resolution can be 
viewed at the site below: 
http://www.cityoffrederick.com/DocumentCenter/View/5574/16-05-Sustainability-
Committee-Resolution-?bidId=  
 

 Annual Environmental Goals 
 

The Mayor and Board of Aldermen passed two resolutions in 2014 
relating to energy. The Renewables Policy was adopted to utilize distributed, 
renewable sources to generate or displace at least 20% of its electricity (or 
electricity equivalent) by the year 2022. The Energy Efficiency Policy was adopted 
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to reduce the per square foot electricity consumption of the City’s government 
buildings by 15% within five years. Both policies can be viewed at the sites below: 
http://www.cityoffrederick.com/DocumentCenter/View/5440/POLICY_RENEWABLES_ADOPT
ED_112014?bidId= 
http://www.cityoffrederick.com/DocumentCenter/View/5439/POLICY_EFFICIENCY_ADOPTE
D_112014?bidId= 

 
 Environmental Restoration or Community Environmental Projects 

 
 The City completed its first stream restoration of Rock Creek in Waterford 
Park this spring. The restoration design included public input with five meetings 
during the planning phase. In addition, the construction phase was documented 
by Friends of Waterford Park. The finished project has protected the banks from 
erosion, despite three major storm events since its completion. All storms caused 
the stream to overflow the banks and rush the adjacent forested area. The banks 
have held. The project also included additional riparian buffer plantings to 
enhance habitat and provide additional rooting space to take up excess water. 

 
Waste 

 
 Recycling 

 
 The recycling program in the City is part of Frederick County’s recycling 
program.  Recycling containers are provided in all City facilities and at all public 
events sponsored by the City.  All single family and townhouses are provided with 
recycling containers and collection is twice a month. The County collectively recycles 
47% of its waste.    
 

 Hazardous Waste/Toxic Use Reduction  
  
 Frederick County hosts Hazardous Waste drop-off days twice per year. The 
accept multiple items that cannot be thrown into regular trash, including aerosol spray 
paints, brake fluid, flares, fluorescent bulbs, fuels, household cleaners, mercury 
thermometers, mothballs, nickel cadmium and NIMH batteries, pesticides, insecticides, 
fungicides, photographic chemicals, smoke detectors, stains and sealants, thinners and 
solvents, and household materials marked as hazardous or toxic. 
 

Energy 
 
 Energy Efficiency 

 
 Since adopting the Energy Efficiency Policy in 2014, the City has worked 
diligently to update and retrofit all its street lights with LEDs. Because the City’s 
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http://www.cityoffrederick.com/DocumentCenter/View/5439/POLICY_EFFICIENCY_ADOPTED_112014?bidId=
http://www.cityoffrederick.com/DocumentCenter/View/5439/POLICY_EFFICIENCY_ADOPTED_112014?bidId=
http://www.mde.state.md.us/marylandgreen/Pages/Waste.aspx
http://www.mde.state.md.us/marylandgreen/Pages/Waste.aspx
http://www.mde.state.md.us/marylandgreen/Pages/Energy.aspx
http://www.mde.state.md.us/marylandgreen/Pages/Energy.aspx


  3 

street lights make up about 25% of its overall electricity use and the infrastructure 
in some areas is from the 50s and 60s, we determined that would be a good target 
for reducing our energy use. Despite an increase in development and additional 
street lights, the City has been able to reduce its overall usage by 3% since 2013. 
With about 10,000 street lights, we still have a long way to go, but we’ve done a 
lot of work so far. 
 

 Renewable Energy 
  
 The City has locked in to offset 100% of its electricity usage by purchasing 
renewable energy credits in the contract year December 2020-December 2022. 
We hope to continue this effort in future contract years. 
 

Transportation 
 

 Fleet Vehicles 
 
 The City’s police department is now only purchasing hybrid vehicles and has 
begun the shift with FY20 with the replacement of 15 vehicles. The City also is 
purchasing hybrid vehicles for code enforcement and other staff that regularly drive 
for their work, though some vehicles are shared and not ready for replacement at 
this time. These vehicles will mean much less fuel used, many fewer CO2 emissions, 
and overall reduction in carbon footprint. These efforts will continue each year.  
 

Environmental Certification Programs, Awards, and Other Activities 
  
 LEED for Cities 
 
  The City of Frederick has achieved LEED for Cities Certified status and will 

make an announcement on July 30, 2019. In addition, the City is applying for 
Sustainable Maryland re-certification for the 2019-2022 cycle. The City has been a 
Sustainable Maryland Certified community since 2013. We create an annual report 
each year to show what accomplishments have been made over the year and what 
we still need to work on. The most recent annual report can be found on the City’s 
Sustainability webpage at: http://www.cityoffrederick.com/891/Sustainability 
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