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Management and Leadership 
 
  Environmental Policy Statement 

 
The City of College Park is a leader in the protection and restoration of 

natural resources and the implementation of energy efficiency and renewable 
energy programs, technologies, and plans. The City reduces its impact on the 
environment through collaboration, research, and the adoption of best practices 
to incentivize reduced energy usage. The City has well-managed and attractive 
natural resources, such as parks, trails, and outdoor recreation areas. The City 
supports new development that is sensitive to environmental issues and that 
strives to limit impacts on the environment. 

 
  Environmental Team 

 
The City of College Park is a Sustainable Maryland Certified community. The 

Committee for a Better Environment (CBE) serves as the City’s Green Team. 

 
CBE is made up of City residents with an interest in improving the 

environment and quality of life in College Park. The Committee elects its own Chair 
and receives assistance from a City appointed Staff Liaison and it has an annual 
budget. CBE meets monthly and membership is limited to a total of 25 individuals 
who are appointed by the Mayor and Council for renewable terms of between 1 and 
3 years. The Committee promotes beautification, sponsors Earth Day and Arbor Day 
activities, and provides support for local environmental projects and activitieCBE has 
taken an active role in addressing planning and development concerns including, 
public education, pollution reduction, recycling, commuter issues, noise and light 
abatement, bicycle and pedestrian trails, “Smart Growth,” environmental 
awareness, green-space preservation, green-award programs, stream and roadside 
cleanup, sustainable landscaping, and regional planning. CBE frequently sponsors 
cleanups and educational workshops. 

 

http://www.collegeparkmd.gov/
http://mde.maryland.gov/marylandgreen/Pages/Management.aspx


 

 
 

  Annual Environmental Goals 

 
The City’s Strategic Plan for 2015 – 2020 includes a goal to, “Lead the 

community in environmental conservation, protection, restoration, and energy 
efficiency.” Priorities include, “continue being in the forefront in ‘leading edge’ green 
programs and community education; provide more incentives for solar energy, 
reduced energy use in homes and businesses, composting, and community gardens; 
align new development with plans to protect and preserve natural resources; 
increase protection and preservation of natural resources, including cleaner air and 
water, tree replacement, mosquito control, care for wildlife, and park maintenance.” 

 
Ongoing City Priorities (met or in progress) include 
 

• Hollywood Gateway Park construction completed in the Spring of 2020, awaiting 
use and occupancy permit 

• Working toward achieving sustainability goals for city operations 

• Met our city goal for renewable energy generation of 20% of the City’s electrical 
demand, and continue to strive further 

• Working toward meeting the goal of reducing electrical and natural gas use in city 
facilities by 25% by 2022 

 
  Environmentally Preferable Products and Services 

 
In order for residents to reduce their impact on the environment, the City offers 

several products, some of which are subsidized and sold at a reduced rate to residents. 
 

 

• GAT Mosquito traps are available for $50 to help reduce mosquito populations. This 
gives residents an environmentally safe way to decrease the mosquito populations 
in their own yard. 

• Backyard compost bins are available to City residents for $20 and non-residents for 
$40. This program promotes backyard composting as an easy, cost-effective way to 
divert residential organic waste from landfill, and it helps residents monitor and then 
reduce their food waste. 

• Yard Waste Carts for $25.00. This 95-gallon beige yard waste cart makes it easier for 
residents to collect their yard waste in the City where it gets turned back into a 
usable product diverting it from the landfill. The cart also replaces the need for 
disposable paper bags that get wet and tear. 

• Rain Barrels for $72.00. No residence requirements. Once installed resident can 
apply for a Prince George’s County Raincheck Rebate which covers the entire cost of 
the 55-gallon rain barrel. All property owners can play a role in stormwater 
management. Setting up and using a rain barrel reduces stormwater run-off which 
helps to keep our waterways healthy. In addition, residents can use less water and 
save money by capturing and reusing rainwater for gardens and lawncare. 

 
 
 
 



 

 
 

  Environmental Restoration or Community Environmental Projects 

 
  City of College Park property owners can apply for a Tree Canopy Enhancement 
Program (TCEP) reimbursement of up to $150.00 annually for approved tree(s) planted on 
their residential lot. In FY2020, 18 applications were received and 13 were approved with 
13 trees planted. 

  The Tree and Landscape Board (TLB) is developing recommendations to permit 
tree removals from private property as a mechanism to maintain the urban tree canopy. 
TLB will present their findings to the Mayor and Council in the fall of 2020. 

  To comply with Maryland roadside tree law the city plants trees annually in the 
right-of-way to replace any that are dead or damaged. In FY2020 80 trees were planted 
and 52 were removed. 
 
The Committee for a Better Environment (CBE) conducts regular activities including 
cleanups and workshops. The following are some of CBE’s event from 2017 to 2020: 
 

• May 30, 2020 CBE hosted a virtual presentation on Project Drawdown 
(https://www.drawdown.org/), 30 people signed up. 

• June 2020, CBE voted to allocate funds for a pilot program to see the effectiveness of 
GAT mosquito traps in reducing mosquito populations.  Twenty-five residents, from 
different areas of the city were chosen to use the traps, collect data and report back 
with the results. 

• Prepared a SMART program report (Pay-as-you-throw). It was sent to Council in July 
2019 

• Hosted a Good Neighbor Day project at the Permaculture Garden in April 2019; 
replanted several plants and trees 

• An Information Session with Solar United Neighbors Prince George’s County Solar Co-
Op was held on April 10, 2019 

• A green cleaning workshop was held on May 11, 2019. Attendees learned how to keep 
their household clean, green and healthy! Participants were given a spray bottle and 
they made earth friendly window cleaner to bring home. 

• A tree pruning event was held on November 3, 2018 with information provided by the 
City’s Horticulturist and the County’s Department of Environment (DOE) 

• A solar workshop with Maryland Sun was held on September 12, 2018. 
• A sustainability presentation was held July 14, 2018 with representatives from the 

Anacostia Watershed Society, the Prince George’s County Department of Environment 
(DOE) which had pollinator info, and master gardeners. In addition, CBE gave out 20 
LED light bulbs. 

• A rain barrel event was held in July 2017 in cooperation with Prince George’s County 
Department of Environment (DOE), the Plumbers and Gasfitters UA Local 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.drawdown.org/


 

 

Waste 
 

  Solid Waste Reduction and Reuse 

 
The Public Works Department is open Saturdays in April and October for 

residents to drop off bulky trash items as well as electronics and yard waste for 
recycling. Donation groups are invited to participate to help divert residential 
discards including clothing, household items, and surplus or salvageable building/ 
remodeling materials. The Spring 2020 cleanup event was cancelled due to Covid-19. 

 
During the four Saturdays in April 2019, we had 65 visitors who brought 

electronics recycling, 103 visitors who brought brush or yard waste to recycle, 10 
visitors brought Styrofoam to recycle, 14 visitors brought donations of surplus 
household goods or building supplies for the two charities we had on-site. In 
addition, we sponsored a one- day shredding event that had 51 visitors; all paper 
was recycled.  

 
At our own facilities we encourage employees to minimize use of paper 

cups and plates and disposable plastic utensils; reuse and/or recycle office 
paper; think twice before printing documents; and reuse office supplies such as 
file boxes and file folders. The Committee for a Better Environment funded a 
“Lug a Mug” program to encourage staff to bring a reusable mug to City events. 

 
The City started tracking trash and recycling in all City facilities that our 

crews service. From the data we learned that each office has continued to 
reduce their trash usage by recycling more; small changes over time can make 
big results! 

 
  Recycling 

 
The City introduced single stream recycling in September 2008. The 

recycling rate at that time was 18% but has continued to increase. Over the years 
we have added several items to our recycling Program including food scraps, 
electronics, scrap metal/white goods, soft yard waste, woody yard waste, motor 
oil, batteries, toners, coffee capsules and Styrofoam. FY2020 recycling rate is 43%. 

 

  Composting 
 

 

The City collects soft yard waste (leaves, grass, and soft clippings) 
curbside throughout the year. From mid-January through the end of October 
residents can gather soft yard waste in paper bags or reusable containers. From 
November through early January, the City uses leaf vacuums for curbside 
collection. Last year 2,094 tons of soft yard and leaves were collected from 
residents. The City also processed an additional 1,504 tons of leaves tipped by 
other surrounding municipalities. All of the soft yard waste collected is recycled 
through the City’s composting program and processed in to screened 
Smartleaf® compost. 

http://www.mde.state.md.us/marylandgreen/Pages/Waste.aspx


 

 
 
On April 1, 2019 the City introduced a Food Scrap drop-off program at 

Public Works that is available 24/7. In February 2020, a new location was added in 
Old Town College Park. In addition, residents can drop-off food scraps at the North 
College Park Farmers Market that run from May-November. To roll out the 
program the City gave out 5-gallon buckets to residents interested in dropping off 

their food scraps. In the first year of the program we have diverted over 15 tons of 

food scraps from the landfill.  Looking forward we hope to open another location 
in the coming year. 
 

Energy 
 

  Energy Efficiency 
 

The City is a member of ICLEI, an international association of local 
governments who have made a commitment to sustainable development. As part 
of our involvement with ICLEI, the City’s Committee for a Better Environment 
completed a Greenhouse Gas Emissions inventory for City government operations. 
 

The City’s Capital Improvement Program included a Green Initiative project 
with $50,000 in funding. The first project was a Level I Energy Audit of four City 
buildings. Based on the Audit results, improvements have been made to facilities 
to improve energy efficiency. Some projects include LED lighting in our parking 
garage and in several of our buildings, as well as motion detection lighting in 
bathrooms and some offices. 

 
In 2019 the City converted 16 high pressure sodium streetlights to LED. 

There are plans for converting another 25 in the near future. 
 

  Renewable Energy 

 
The City has a goal to produce 20% of its municipal energy needs from 

renewable sources by 2022. Together with our efforts in energy generation, we're 
simultaneously working on energy reduction to meet the goal. The City has reduced 

energy consumption across 10 of our municipal buildings by 23% over the past 4 

years. The City is also an EPA Green Power Partner. Formerly, the City was purchasing 
wind renewable energy certificates (RECs) to offset our electricity usage. We are now 
able to purchase 50% Green-e certified wind energy directly from our electricity 
supplier: Washington Gas Light Energy Services (WGL Energy) under a regional 
energy contract with a renewable component. 
 

In 2020, the City of College Park received a grant through a Maryland Energy 
Administration for the design, construction and maintenance of a 30 kWh solar 
photovoltaic system at the Department of Public Works, 9219 51st Avenue on the 
Landscaping Garage. It is anticipated to be finished by fall of 2020.  

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vjalQTkNMzM
http://www.mde.state.md.us/marylandgreen/Pages/Energy.aspx


 

 

The City of College Park received a grant from the Maryland Energy 
Administration for the design, construction, and maintenance of a 31.62 KW solar 
photovoltaic system at the Department of Public Works, 9219 51st Avenue on the 
Facilities Parking Garage. In January 2018 we contracted to AltEnergy and the 
project was completed in late 2018. FY20 energy production was 32,642 kWh. 

The City of College Park received a grant from the Maryland Smart Energy 
Committee for funding for a 31 KW solar photovoltaic system at 4912 Nantucket 
Avenue; known as the Youth and Family Services Building. Advanced Solar from 
White Plains MD performed the installation which was completed in June 2017. 
We have realized a significant savings of approximately 40% in energy kilowatt 
hours at the facility. FY20 energy production was 39,047.00 kWh. 

 
Transportation 

 
  Employee Commute 

 
The City of College Park encourages the use of mass-transit by employees 

and provides staff with a monthly stipend for Metro or other forms of mass- transit. 
 
The City has a bicycle at City Hall which is available for use by staff for short 

trips taken during the business day. 
 

The College Park City-University Partnership, funded jointly by the City and 
the University, provides grants to encourage University and City employees to live in 
the City they work, thereby reducing commutes, strengthening neighborhoods, and 
supporting our local economy. As of July 2020, the program has assisted more than 
60 new homeowners, most of whom bike or walk to work. 
 

  Fleet Vehicles 

 
The City installed 2 Electric Vehicle Charging Stations in the City’s 

parking garage at the intersection of Knox Road and Yale avenue. The City 
does not charge to use the stations. In July of 2018 an Electric Vehicle Charging 
Station was installed at Public Works (9217 51st Avenue) for a fully electric 
vehicle a 2019 Chevrolet Bolt. In 2020 another Electric Vehicle Charging 
Station was installed at the same location; and two 2020 Chevrolet Bolts were 
purchased. 

 
The City has the following hybrid vehicles: two 2014 Honda Insights, 

eight 2017 Ford C-Maxs, and a 2020 Ford-450 Hybrid 20-person bus. The 
percentage of cars in fleet that are hybrid or electric are 85%. 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.mde.state.md.us/marylandgreen/Pages/Transportation.aspx


 

 
 

Calendar Year Diesel Unleaded Total Fuel 

2017     32,222       16,293        48,514  

2018     31,542       15,540        47,083  

2019     31,485       15,258        46,743  

Reduction -2% -6% -4% 
 

Water 
 

  Stormwater Management and Site Design 

 
The City has a stormwater permit issued under Prince George’s County, MD.  

 
The County has installed rain gardens to capture stormwater runoff at locations 

throughout the City. Two are at Duvall Field, two are along Narragansett Parkway to 
slow and detain and clean runoff. There is a stepping pool project along Rhode Island 
Avenue for flow reduction. 

 
A Prince George's County Stormwater project was constructed in 2018 at Public 

Works, 9219 51st Avenue. The project treats storm water run-off from 51st Avenue and 
the parking lot of the Department of Public Works because of the lack storm inlets on 
51st Avenue around the facility. Quarterly maintenance is performed by the County and 
supplemental maintenance by DPW with mowing and removal of any floatables 
collected. Device type: Sand filter. BMP Id no: PG16POI101110. Constructed by the Clean 

Water Partnership. Treats 1.33 acres. 

 
July 2018, the Committee for a Better Environment held a sustainability 

presentation. About 30 people attended with representatives from the Anacostia 
Watershed Society, Prince George’s County (pollinator info, and master gardeners) and 
CBE. A total of 99 rain barrels were sold at the discounted price of $72 and five diverters 
were raffled off. 
 

The Committee for a Better Environment held two rain barrel workshops in 2017 
and 2018. During the first workshop the City of College Park partnered with DoE and the 
Plumbers and Gasfitters UA Local 5 by offering discounted 50- gallon rain barrels for 
purchase. A total of 66 rain barrels were sold. The 50- gallon rain barrel which regularly 
sells for $129 were sold at the discounted price of $72. County residents could then apply 
for the rain check rebates which would bring their cost down to zero.  

 
In 2019, the City installed 1,808 ft2 of permeable concrete sidewalk as a pilot 

project to create access for city residents to a new shopping area in a neighboring 
municipality. 
 

In the fall of 2018, we installed 3 new flexi-pavement sidewalk material on 
Quebec Street in front of 3 large trees. We also installed 1,000 ft2 of pervious pavers on 
the east sidewalk between Route 1 and Lehigh Rd. 

http://www.mde.state.md.us/marylandgreen/Pages/Water.aspx
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Green Building 
 

  LEED Silver 
 

The City and the University are partners in a new City Hall, 
UMD offices, and public plaza on Baltimore Avenue. The building is 
planned to meet LEED- silver standards and will provide indoor 
public meeting space and attractive outdoor areas. 

 

Environmental Certification Programs, Awards, and Other Activities 
 



•  Tree City USA Award for more than 30 consecutive years 

•  Sustainable Maryland Certification since 2011 

•  Prince George’s County Beautification Awards for the 5 
consecutive years for the following: College Park Trolley/Hiker 
Biker Trail, and the Veteran’s Memorial 

•  HEAL – Healthy Living, Active Eating Campaign Gold Status Member 

•  Maryland DNR & Prince George’s County (DOE) 2018 Green 
Award in recognition of our enthusiasm and hard work in planting 
and caring for trees in our local urban and community forests 

 
 
 
 
 

    

View our 
video 
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http://www.mde.state.md.us/marylandgreen/Pages/Transportation.aspx
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vjalQTkNMzM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vjalQTkNMzM

