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Management and Leadership  
 
 Environmental Policy Statement 

 
 Robinson Nature Center operates with the following mission statement: 
to facilitate the enjoyment and understanding of our natural resources and to 
bridge the gap between people and nature. By inspiring sound environmental 
awareness, we promote responsible stewardship of all of our natural resources 
and strive to connect people of all ages with nature through experience-based 
education. 
  

 Environmentally Preferable Purchasing 
 
 At Robinson Nature Center, we strive to practice good stewardship of our 
natural resources and have worked to reduce waste and packaging in our 
operations. Whenever possible we look for multi-use or recycled and recyclable 
items. This has included purchasing bird-friendly coffee in bulk, compostable 
packaging from a local roaster, using PODDS plastic-free laundry detergent, and 
recycled printer and receipt paper, among other things.   
 

 Environmental Restoration and Community Environmental Projects 
 
 Robinson Nature Center has a team of land conservation stewards who 
work with community volunteers to maintain our 18 acres of land with healthy 
forest, native plant gardens, four rain gardens and a green roof. With volunteers 
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we participate each year in Project Clean Stream and Howard County’s 20 minute 
clean up. In FY2019, 40 volunteers assisted staff with collecting 440 pounds of 
trash from the flood plain and forested areas of the Open Space hiker/biker 
paved trail corridor.  

  
Waste 
  
 Recycling 

 
 Robinson Nature Center maintains a recycling bin beside every trash can 
at our facility. In this way, we encourage the public to recycle whenever possible 
and our staff is dedicated to recycling efforts.  
 
 We also participate in two recycling programs through TerraCycle – a foil-
lined wrapper recycling effort sponsored by ClifBar and collection of personal 
care product containers, such as toothpaste tubes, sponsored by Tom’s of Maine. 
We collect natural corks for recycling through ReCork and we collect oyster shells 
for use in oyster restoration in the Chesapeake Bay through Oyster Recovery 
Partnership. These recycling efforts are available to the public visiting our facility. 
 

 Composting 
 
 Robinson Nature Center maintains organic compost to divert food waste 
for staff and volunteers. We maintain both outdoor compost and an indoor worm 
bin. We also transitioned all programs with any food or beverage to zero waste 
through Howard County’s curbside compost program beginning in 2019. As of 
summer of 2019, we also offer room rentals the opportunity to utilize this 
curbside compost program with an add-on of compostable flatware and drink 
cups. Through this program, since January 2018, we have diverted 173.9 lbs of 
compostable material from the landfill. 
 
 Since 2013, Robinson Nature Center has maintained a partnership with 
the Oyster Recovery Partnership. The Center has been working as an official drop-
site for oyster shell recycling. Members of the public can drop their oyster shells 
at the Center’s shell recycling caddie and staff from the ORP retrieves the shells 
for use in oyster reef recovery programs in the Chesapeake. The recycled shells 
provide substrate upon which new oysters can grow, thus helping revitalize the 
oyster population and its valuable ecosystem service of filtering the waters of the 
Chesapeake Bay.   Robinson Nature Center has recycled over 50 bushels of shell.  
That shell will provide homes for nearly 250,000 baby oysters to be planted back 
into the Chesapeake Bay watershed. 
 
 In addition to these efforts, Howard County Master Gardeners hold free 
compost demonstrations at the Center during which residents of the County are 
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provided with instructions on how to create and manage their own backyard compost 
piles. Howard County’s Office of Recycling provides free compost bins to residents at 
these demonstrations. The residential composting operations allow families to use 
organic, natural fertilizer in place of commercial and chemical fertilizer. 

 
 Energy 
  
 Energy Efficiency 

 
While our facility was built with energy efficiency in mind and achieved LEED 

Platinum certification, LED light bulbs had evolved and become even more efficient 
since our building was constructed. In 2016, as part of a County-wide effort to 
increase lighting efficiency, additional lightbulbs were switched from fluorescent to 
LED. In 2017, more than 80 bulbs in our main exhibit space were replaced with new 
LED bulbs using half the electricity as the previously installed bulbs. 

  
Water 
  
 Stormwater Management and Site Design 

 
 Storm water mitigation is achieved on the property through a pervious 
concrete parking lot, four separate bio retention/rain gardens and a green roof. 
These items are highlighted on our LEED tours which we offer by group 
reservation as well as during special events throughout the year. The parking lot 
is vacuumed as needed during the year to maintain its pervious nature. Our 
maintenance staff monitors and maintains the plantings within the four bio 
retention areas. In FY18 we received support from the READY program to 
complete significant maintenance of these rain gardens. The pervious concrete 
parking lot, green roof and rain gardens are also highlighted for visitors with 
interpretive signs. 
 

 Green Building 
  
 LEED  

 
 Robinson Nature Center, which opened to the public in September 2011, 
received LEED BD+C Platinum certification in 2012 from the U.S. Green Building 
Council. 
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