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Management and Leadership

M Environmental Restoration or Community Environmental Projects

The City is proud to offer a Winter Salt Watch Program via a partnership
with the Izaak Walton League of America. The goal of the program is to promote
mindful salting to keep roads safe and the water clean. The City recognizes that
salt is a powerful tool, but it's easy to over-apply. Mindful salting is using just the
right amount of salt to melt ice. A good visual is that a 12-ounce coffee mug full
of salt is enough to treat a 20-foot driveway or 10 sidewalk squares. The City's
Department of Public Works encourages all members of the Gaithersburg
community to practice mindful slating.

Each year during Green Month (held in April), the Mayor and City Council
and the Environmental Affairs Committee (EAC) recognize individuals and groups
for their commitment to the environment based on nominations from citizens.
The awards are shared by the Mayor and the City Council. Additional activities
include Environmental Movie Night, the Arbor Day Tree Planting, Shred-It Event,
Going Green Day, as well as the Active Aging Expo.

The City is augmenting its Rainscapes Reward Program to better align
with neighboring jurisdictions, as well as, the county by improving stormwater
management on the regional level. This will be accomplished through the
installation of rainwater collection systems, planting trees through the
Conservation Landscaping Program, and testing soil on private land through the
Soil Test Rebate Program.



http://www.gaithersburgmd.gov/
http://mde.maryland.gov/marylandgreen/Pages/Management.aspx
http://www.gaithersburgmd.gov/services/environmental-services/green-month
https://gaithersburgmd.iqm2.com/Citizens/Board/1026-Environmental-Affairs-Committee
https://www.gaithersburgmd.gov/services/environmental-services/rainscapes-reward-program

|Zl Environmental Team

The City of Gaithersburg has three separate Green Teams that meet to
advance our work in sustainability. The first is the Community Green Team
comprised of members within the Environmental Affairs Committee (EAC). The
volunteers of the Committee are appointed by the Mayor. A meeting is held each
month and is facilitated by a City Staff Liaison and Council Liaison.

The second is the Interdepartmental Green Team comprised of City Staff
across different departments and divisions, such as Public Works, HR, IT,
Community, Neighborhood and Housing; Parks, Recreation and Culture; Planning
and Code Administration, and others. The team meets quarterly and helps advance
the municipal sustainability strategy to achieve the City’s sustainability goals.

The third Green Team is comprised of Homeowner Associations (HOAs) and
is part of the Sustainable MD program which engages local jurisdictions and
residents to introduce and expand sustainability practices in their communities,
and across adjoining neighborhoods.

Waste

V1 Recycling

The City recycles paper, cardboard, cans, and bottles at City facilities.

V1 Composting

The City has food waste drop-off locations at the Public Works Facility and
the Casey Community Center. The food waste drop-off locations are open to
residents and employees alike. The Casey Community Center offers compost
collection during center classes and for those who rent spaces in the building. In
2024, the City was awarded a $20K SM Action Grant from Sustainable MD to
build a third compost drop-off site near City Hall. This project is planned to be
completed by Fall 2025.

Energy
V1 Energy Efficiency
In 2025, the City completed its project of converting all City-owned

streetlights from high-pressure sodium (HPS) fixtures to more efficient light
emitting diode (LED) fixtures.


https://sustainablemaryland.com/resources/homeowners-associations
http://www.mde.state.md.us/marylandgreen/Pages/Waste.aspx
http://www.mde.state.md.us/marylandgreen/Pages/Waste.aspx
https://sustainablemaryland.com/resources/sustainable-maryland-small-grants-program/doh-grant-1
http://www.mde.state.md.us/marylandgreen/Pages/Energy.aspx
http://www.mde.state.md.us/marylandgreen/Pages/Energy.aspx

LEDs require less maintenance and are more energy efficient, which
contributes to a significant reduction in greenhouse gas emissions associated
with their use. Streetlights are important to the safety of our City, and in addition
to being more efficient, LEDs also create a more even spread of light, minimizing
bright and dark spots. The light appears brighter and whiter, making it easier
than traditional yellow looking HPS lights to identify what’s illuminated below. All
the fixtures have a color temperature of no more than 3000k. This reduces the
sharpness of the light and is deemed best practice by both the International Dark
Sky Association and the American Medical Association.

The City is also complying with the County Building Energy Performance
Standards (BEPS) program for buildings 25,000 sq. ft and over, which are
required to reduce their energy usage by 30% from the baseline by 2030. Four
buildings in the jurisdiction fall under the requirement.

Simultaneously, the City must also comply with the State Building Energy
Performance Standards (BEPS) which applies to buildings that are 35,000 square
feet and larger (excluding parking garages). Buildings that fall under this
requirement must achieve net-zero direct greenhouse gas emissions by 2040.

Renewable Energy

The United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has welcomed
Gaithersburg into the Green Power Partnership program. Partners help reduce
the risks associated with climate change by supporting technologies that are
more sustainable for businesses and communities. The City of Gaithersburg has
been purchasing Renewable Energy Certificates (RECs) to offset its annual
municipal energy usage generated from wind power.

Within the City, both the Olde Towne Youth Center and the Robertson
Park Youth Center use geothermal energy for heating and cooling.

Transportation

I

Fleet Vehicles

At the end of FY24 the City had 234 units within its municipal fleet, with
up to 84% of the fleet being made up of vehicles in the Public Works and Police
Departments. Overall, there are a total of 5.6% EVs (13), and 6.4% Hybrids (15).


https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/DEP/energy/commercial/beps.html
https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/DEP/energy/commercial/beps.html
https://mde.maryland.gov/programs/air/ClimateChange/Pages/BEPS.aspx#:%7E:text=Maryland%20is%20implementing%20Building%20Energy,greenhouse%20gas%20emissions%20by%202040.
https://mde.maryland.gov/programs/air/ClimateChange/Pages/BEPS.aspx#:%7E:text=Maryland%20is%20implementing%20Building%20Energy,greenhouse%20gas%20emissions%20by%202040.
http://www.mde.state.md.us/marylandgreen/Pages/Transportation.aspx
http://www.mde.state.md.us/marylandgreen/Pages/Transportation.aspx

In 2023, the Maryland Energy Administration Clean Fuels Technical
Assistance Program prepared a report analyzing the City’s transition to an all-
electric vehicle fleet.

There are public EV charging stations across the City at the following
locations: Public Works, Benjamin Gaither Center, Activity Center, Olde Town
Parking Garage, and 16 South Summit Police Parking Lot.

Water

V1 Stormwater Management and Site Design

In 2025, the City launched its Watershed Planning and Outreach process.
Within a year, the Environmental Services team and the Center for Watershed
Protection (CWP) will implement the following steps:
1) Identify and gather stakeholders
2) Assess watershed issues and health of water
3) Estimate and develop solutions to protect and improve healthy
watersheds
4) Identify who can help, how much things cost, and measurable
milestones
5) Implementation Plan
6) Monitor Results
7) Repeat and update plan every 10 years

As part of outreach, the City staff organize monthly public meetings to
inform stakeholders about factors that impact the health of the watershed and
the quality of its water. Meetings held thus far covered topics such as: An
Overview of the Watershed Planning process, Stream Health, and the Importance
of Trees, as well as the impacts of Climate Change. Additional public meetings
are planned for the rest of 2025 and can be found here.

The City also hosts a Storm Drain Art Project, featuring a coloring book
that residents can fill in and submit their original works. Winning designs are
painted on the City storm drains and incorporated into future outreach materials.

In 2018, a comprehensive examination of the watershed plans was
conducted. It helped the City’s Parks, Recreation, and Culture Department
understand and integrate water quality improving projects into their plans.



https://energy.maryland.gov/transportation/SiteAssets/pages/incentives_evserebate/FINAL_MEA%20CFTA%20Report_City%20of%20Gaithersburg_PUBLIC.pdf
https://energy.maryland.gov/transportation/SiteAssets/pages/incentives_evserebate/FINAL_MEA%20CFTA%20Report_City%20of%20Gaithersburg_PUBLIC.pdf
http://www.mde.state.md.us/marylandgreen/Pages/Water.aspx
http://www.mde.state.md.us/marylandgreen/Pages/Water.aspx
https://www.gaithersburgmd.gov/services/environmental-services/watershed-planning
https://www.gaithersburgmd.gov/services/environmental-services/watershed-planning
https://www.gaithersburgmd.gov/government/boards-committees-commissions/gaithersburg-parks-arts-and-recreation-corporation/storm-drain-art-project
https://www.gaithersburgmd.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/6176/637006995359400000

The City Environmental Services division maintains its good standing and
compliance with MDE for its NPDES and MS4 permits and is a delegated
authority for development reviews through MDE.

Green Building

VI  LEED Certified

The Gaithersburg Youth Center at Robertson Park is Gaithersburg's first
green building. Designed to achieve the U.S. Green Building Council’s LEED
certification status, the building’s green features include a geothermal heating
and cooling system that saves energy and reduces air pollution; cabinets made
from rapidly-renewable wheatboard; floors made from recycled tires and rubber;
ENERGY STAR windows; light sensors to control lighting and save energy; forest
certified wood to promote sustainable forestry techniques; and insulation made
from recycled blue jeans. The building also features an educational signage
program to highlight the building’s environmentally friendly features and provide
tips on how everyone can include green features in their homes.

VI  LEED Platinum

The Youth Center in Olde Towne became the second green municipal
building to attain LEED Platinum certification in June of 2010, making it the first
youth center in the country and the fourth building in Maryland to achieve this
certification, the highest level possible.

The most up-to-date technologies and earth friendly building techniques
were used in the Olde Towne Youth Center’s construction, including a vegetated
roof, a geothermal heating and cooling system, insulation made of soybeans,
floors made of recycled tires, and cabinetry made of wheatboard.

In 2024, the City also received a Riley’s Way Grant to plant a native
garden in front of the Olde Towne Youth Center. There were several native plant
varieties installed, such as: goldsdtrum, little bluestem, butterflyweed, New
England aster, purple coneflower, great blue lobelia, golden groundsel, and
others.

The 6,500 square foot, 53.75 million facility provides after school activities
for middle and high school students. It features a state-of-the-art studio where
both middle and high school students can learn audio and video production using
the latest equipment. Other activities include a computer lab, volunteer service


http://www.mde.state.md.us/marylandgreen/Pages/GreenBuilding.aspx
http://www.mde.state.md.us/marylandgreen/Pages/GreenBuilding.aspx
http://www.gaithersburgmd.gov/about-gaithersburg/city-facilities/robertson-park-youth-center
http://www.gaithersburgmd.gov/about-gaithersburg/city-facilities/olde-towne-youth-center

projects, arts and crafts, video games, exercise and nutrition programs,
homework help, and an outdoor basketball court.

Environmental Certification Programs, Awards, and Other Activities

V1 The Maryland Chapter of the U.S. Green Building Council (USGBC)
awarded Gaithersburg’s Youth Center in Olde Towne an award in the
Sustainable Buildings New Construction category at the organization’s annual
Wintergreen Awards Celebration on January 27, 2011 in Baltimore, Maryland.

In 2009, the City of Gaithersburg was awarded the Building Healthy
Communities for Active Aging Commitment Award by the Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA).

Since 2011, the City of Gaithersburg has been a certified Sustainable
Maryland (Sustainable MD) municipality and will be submitting its recertification
application in June 2025.

Sustainable MD is a program of the University of Maryland Environmental
Finance Center (EFC), one of ten university-based centers across the country with
a mission to help communities identify sustainable strategies to financing their
resource protection goals. Through this voluntary program, Maryland
municipalities earn points towards sustainability certification by completing
actions that incorporate best practices in areas relating to water, waste
management, energy efficiency, local economies, transportation, planning and
land use, health and wellness, and others.

The City of Gaithersburg celebrated 36 years as a Tree City USA
community.
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Help build a greener, more sustainable Maryland through voluntary
practices that reduce environmental impacts and save money.

Ma ry| and Learn more at www.green.maryland.gov/registry


https://mde.maryland.gov/MarylandGreen/Pages/CertificationPrograms.aspx
http://www.gaithersburgmd.gov/about-gaithersburg/city-facilities/olde-towne-youth-center
https://sustainablemaryland.com/certification/participating-communities/municipality-detail?tx_sjcert_applicant%5Baction%5D=show&tx_sjcert_applicant%5Bapplicant%5D%5B__identity%5D=56&tx_sjcert_applicant%5Bcontroller%5D=Applicant&cHash=e96efc4f72133a512faa92602dda7a67
https://sustainablemaryland.com/certification/participating-communities/municipality-detail?tx_sjcert_applicant%5Baction%5D=show&tx_sjcert_applicant%5Bapplicant%5D%5B__identity%5D=56&tx_sjcert_applicant%5Bcontroller%5D=Applicant&cHash=e96efc4f72133a512faa92602dda7a67
https://www.arborday.org/our-work/tree-city-usa

