


Incident Overview

e Incident Timeline: Breach occurred Jan 19; incident has been active for 25
days with remediation ongoing.

e Spill Magnitude: Estimated 243—-300M gallons of raw sewage released into the
Potomac River from a 72-inch DC Water main.

e Public Health: Emergency shellfish closures in effect (Charles Co. to 301
Bridge); health advisories active in Montgomery, Prince George’s, and Charles
counties.

e Water Safety: All MD drinking water intakes are upstream and unaffected;
MDE on-site today (Feb 13) for critical water quality sampling.

e Containment Status: Bypass is operational but not 100% contained; secondary
overflows continue due to pump clogs and snowmelt.



Roles and Responsibilities

U.S. EPA DC WATER
(PRIMARY REGULATOR) (OWNER/OPERATOR)

Responsible for bypass, repairs, cleanup,
and public signage.

Lead federal enforcement and compliance authority.

Permitting lead for DC Water/Blue Plains; holder of

T e, Operational updates to state and federal

partners.
MARYLAND ENVIRONMENT MARYLAND HEALTH REGIONAL PARTNERS
(MDE) (MDH) (DOEE, NPS, VA)
e Regulates unauthorized discharges e DOEE: D.C. environmental

e \Water contact (recreational)

into waterways and wetlands. oversight and sampling

coordination.

advisories.

e Shellfish closures and harvestin
itort & e Coordinates local health s - ts t
monitoring. ° : Management of impacts to
departments
. C&O Canal and National Park

¢ Drinking water safety and land.

enforcement.



Immediate Impacts at a Glance

Category Status Details

Drinking Water SAFE Intakes are located upstream of the spill.

Shellfish ONE AREA | Precautionary closure from Charles County to Nice Bridge. No active leases and no
CLOSED closures further downstream.

Recreation AVOID Health advisories active in three counties (Montgomery, Prince George’s, Charles).

Containment PARTIAL Bypass installed; most flow is diverted but occasional disruption.




Overview of MDE Actions

Coordination, Directions and Inspections: Daily coordination. Completed five site
visits as of today to oversee containment and assess environmental damage.

Shellfish Protections: Issued a precautionary harvesting closure from Charles
County to the Route 301 Bridge to ensure consumer safety.

Ongoing Monitoring: Coordinated monitoring. With ice clearing more samples in
open water will be collected. Two boat crews out next week.

Health Coordination: Supported state and local health departments on public
safety advisories in three impacted counties.

Long-Term Recovery: Review and approve the restoration plans in coordination
with the US EPA and NPS



Sampling Results
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Ongoing and Long-term

* Coordination with federal government
on recovery and restoration

* Reopening closed shellfish harvesting
area

* Support for lifting health advisories
* Messaging on impacts

*  MDE regulatory oversight of the
restoration of affected resources




Our Enforcement Role

e Coordinate with US EPA on
enforcement actions

® Approve restoration plan
that includes a schedule for
corrective and mitigation
actions.

® Monitor the restoration
actions to ensure they are
sufficient, timely and
completed according to the
approved plan.
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W Contact Us

Website
mde.maryland.gov

Environmental Emergency Reporting
Hotline
866-633-4686

Social Media
@md_environment
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