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Agency Overview

The Maryland Department of the Environment (MDE) is the primary regulatory agency for the state
charged with protecting and restoring the environment for the health and well-being of all
Marylanders.

With a staff of about 900 employees, the department’s offices include our headquarters in Baltimore
City and five regional offices in Annapolis, Cambridge, Frostburg, Hagerstown and Salisbury. Primary
services include permitting, licensing and inspections of regulated facilities, financial assistance,
oversight of environmental cleanups, technical assistance for compliance and pollution prevention,
public education and outreach, and emergency response.

Our workforce includes field inspectors, permit writers, engineers, geologists, and scientists, as well as
administrative, clerical, management, information technology and financial personnel, planners,
attorneys, and other professionals.

It is very important that we achieve environmental goals while making Maryland more competitive,
which means being efficient and modern, training a workforce to fit the green economy, providing
excellent customer service and building strong partnerships with our communities.

Serena C. Mcllwain, appointed as Maryland's Secretary of the Environment in 2023, has articulated the
following priorities for the agency:

Fighting Climate Change: We are committed to achieving Maryland's ambitious climate objectives,
including creating 27,000 green jobs and reducing greenhouse gas emissions.

Advancing Clean Energy and Innovation: We are committed to clean energy solutions, driving
innovation, creating jobs, and promoting healthier communities.

Restoring the Chesapeake Bay : We are committed to a cleaner Chesapeake Bay, using technology,
sustainability, science and resources to reduce pollution.

Environmental Justice: We are committed to equitable environmental protection, ensuring that all
communities, especially vulnerable populations, benefit from environmental policies.

Regulatory Enforcement and Compliance: We are committed to enforcement of environmental laws
and regulations and maintaining high compliance standards.

Public Engagement and Education: We are committed to engaging with the public, raising awareness,
and fostering partnerships to collectively address environmental challenges.
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Business Administration

Cia Cook, Director: (410) 537-3138
Mission:

To support deliver high-quality customer service and administrative, employee, and financial
services. These include accounting, payroll, grant and loan management, human resources,
purchasing, facility upkeep, and health and safety programs.

Key Responsibilities:

e Manage the department's finances, including the capital and operating budgets, bookkeeping,
payroll, employee time tracking, paying bills, handling incoming payments, travel expenses, and
financial reporting for grants and projects.

e Oversee information technology, purchasing, fleet management, receiving, supplies, mail, and
inventory for the department. This includes working with employees, vendors, minority-owned

businesses, and other state agencies.

e Handle facility management and ensure the department follows health and safety regulations for
employees.

e Monitor the budget and expenses for the Secretary’s office, Coordinating Offices, and
Operational Services Administration.

e Plan and manage the yearly operating budget for the Operational Services Administration.

e Provide human resources services, such as hiring, job classification, employee benefits, records
management, performance evaluations, and workplace relations.
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Air & Radiation Administration

Chris Hoagland: (410) 537-3255
Angelo Bianca, Deputy Director: (410) 537-3260

Mission:

To improve air quality and manage radiation sources to protect the health of Maryland’s people and
environment. At the same time, we aim to support local communities and economic growth.

What We Do:

e Monitor air quality across Maryland using a statewide system of air sensors to measure pollution
levels continuously.

e Share information with the public about air quality and pollution issues affecting both local areas
and the region.

e Help businesses understand and comply with state and federal laws about air quality and
radiation safety.

e Develop strategies to reduce greenhouse gas emissions statewide and transition to cleaner
energy sources.

e Promote initiatives to increase energy efficiency and adopt renewable energy in homes,
businesses, and government operations.

e Partner with communities to support climate resilience, helping prepare for and adapt to the
effects of a changing climate, such as rising temperatures and stronger storms.

e |nvestigate and address complaints about air pollution and radiation from Maryland residents.
Regularly inspect equipment that releases emissions or radiation, and take action against
violations of the law.

e Review applications for permits and licenses related to activities involving radiation or air
emissions, ensuring safety and providing opportunities for public input.

e Reduce pollution from vehicles through inspections, promoting cleaner fuels and vehicles, and
educating drivers about maintenance to lower emissions.

e Provide training and certification for workers who handle asbestos and offer technical advice to
state agencies, schools, and health departments on safe asbestos management.
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Land & Materials Administration

Rick Kessler, Director: (410) 537-3304
Stephanie Cobb-Williams, Deputy Director: (410) 537-3431

Mission:

To protect public health and the environment by cleaning up polluted sites and responsibly
managing materials to restore and preserve Maryland's land and water.

What We Do:
e Oversee permits and inspect over 30,000 locations in Maryland to ensure safe handling of
materials such as solid waste, hazardous waste, sewage sludge, petroleum products, medical

waste, and scrap tires.

e Clean up sites where underground storage tanks have leaked, and enforce rules for installing and
maintaining tanks at over 12,000 locations.

e Manage a program that investigates and cleans up hazardous waste sites, including federal
facilities, to protect the environment and public health.

e Encourage the cleanup and redevelopment of abandoned industrial and commercial properties
through a voluntary program.

e Enforce lead paint safety laws, investigate cases of lead poisoning, maintain a registry for
tracking lead exposure in children, and work to prevent future lead poisoning.

e Assess Maryland’s needs for waste disposal and recycling, promote long-term waste
management solutions, and support local governments through training and outreach.

e Provide information to businesses and organizations about ways to prevent pollution and
include these strategies in inspections and permits.

e Oversee permits for farms with large numbers of animals, monitor their compliance with
environmental rules, and enforce regulations when necessary.

e |ssue permits for mining and gas wells, ensure compliance with safety and environmental rules,
restore disturbed lands, and address problems like acidic drainage from abandoned mines.
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Lee Currey, Director: (410) 537-3567
Matthew Rowe, Deputy Director: (410) 537-3578

Mission:

To manage water resources and ensure safe and sustainable water for people, ecosystems,
agriculture, and industry. The team of engineers, scientists, and resource professionals enforces
water laws, monitors water quality, and responds to pollution incidents to protect public health and
the environment.

Functions:

e Inspect and oversee wastewater discharges, agriculture, stormwater systems, and major water
and sewer facilities to ensure compliance with environmental standards.

e Work with communities and organizations to restore Chesapeake Bay’s water quality, focusing on
reducing pollution and improving aquatic health.

e |ssue permits to control industrial and municipal wastewater discharges into surface and
groundwater.

e Protect and restore wetlands, streams, and waterways through permits, certifications, and
collaboration with local governments.

e Conduct dam safety inspections, review applications for new dams or modifications, and
develop emergency plans for high-risk dams.

e Monitor and enforce safe drinking water standards, perform water system inspections, and
reduce risks of waterborne diseases.

e Assist local governments in protecting water sources through wellhead and watershed
protection programs.

e Promote sustainable water use and conservation, considering climate impacts and innovations
like water reuse.

e Train and certify water and wastewater treatment operators and provide technical support for
facilities.

¢ |dentify and manage water quality issues by developing pollution limits and protecting high-
quality waters across the state.
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