






























































































































































TABLE 6.1 
 
 SITE EVALUATION SUITABILITY ASSESSMENT 
 

 

 PROPERTY 

 POTENTIAL LIMITING 

 CONDITION 

 

 POSSIBLE ACTION 

Horizontal setbacks,  
well location, fill and 
floodplain soils 

– SDA does not meet minimum 
   distance requirements or is  
   upslope of well location 

– Eliminate non-conforming area 
– Move SDA 
– Divide SDA into usable, non-contiguous 
   areas 
– If appropriate, recommend variance or 
   additional testing 

Landscape position – SDA within footslope, toeslope 
   or lower a of slope 

– Move SDA upslope 
– Document lateral water movement problem 
   and install upslope  interceptor drain, if 
   feasible 

Seasonal high 
groundwater 

– <2 ft. below land surface 
– <4 ft. below trench bottom 
   infiltrative surface 
– Inadequate unsaturated soil 
   treatment zone 

– Eliminate non-conforming area 
– Move trench bottom to acceptable depth or 
   test for sand mound 

Rock fragment content – >50% by volume in the 
   unsaturated soil treatment zone 

– Eliminate non-conforming area 
– Move SDA 
– Divide SDA into non-contiguous areas 

Texture – c, sc, sic with weak or massive 
   structure 
 
 
 
– sl, ls and s or cl, sil, sicl, scl  
   with <50% rock fragments and 
   strong structure 

– Eliminate from trench suitable absorption 
   area calculation 
– Adjust trench bottom elevation to maintain  
  > or = 3 ft. vertical separation 
 
– Conduct percolation test, option to use 
   extended pre-wet or USPHS test for cl, sicl, 
   sil and scl 

Structure – Moderate to strong platy 
   structure and cementation 

– Eliminate from trench suitable absorption 
   area calculation 
– Adjust trench bottom elevation to maintain  
  >  or = 3 ft. vertical separation 
– Eliminate non-conforming area 
– Move SDA 
– Divide SDA into non-contiguous areas 

Consistence – Very firm or greater and 
   cementation 

– Eliminate from trench suitable absorption area 
   calculation 
– Adjust trench bottom elevation to maintain  
  or3 ft. vertical separation 
– Eliminate non-conforming area 
– Move SDA 
– Divide SDA into non-contiguous areas 
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EXAMPLE 

 
 
TEST NO. 

DEPTH FROM 
TOP OF 
CYLINDER 
(in.) 

 
ELAPSED 
TIME (min.) 

 
MEASURED 
DROP (in.) 

 
RATE 
(min./in.) 

% 
DIFFERENCE
IN RATE 

1 
 

  12 8/16 
  13         
  13 6/16 
  12 8/16 
  12 14/16 

N/A 
10 
10 
N/A 
10 

N/A 
0.500 
0.375 
N/A 
0.375 

N/A 
20 
27 
N/A 
27 

N/A 
N/A 
35% 
N/A-Repour 
0% 

  Percolation Rate = 27 minutes per inch (MPI) 

2 

 

 

 12 3/16 
 12 13/16 
 13 5/16 
 12 3/16 
 12 9/16 
 12 14/16 
 13 2/16 
 12 3/16 
 12 9/16 

N/A 
20 
20 
N/A 
20 
20 
20 
N/A 
30 

N/A 
0.625 
0.500 
N/A 
0.375 
0.312 
0.250 
N/A 
0.375 

N/A 
32 
40 
N/A 
53 
64 
80 
N/A 
80 

N/A 
N/A 
25% 
N/A  -Repour
32% 
21% 
25% 
N/A-Repour 
0% 

  Percolation Rate = 80 minutes per inch (MPI) 

 
 
Revised and Corrected 10/20/09 
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