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reduces the amount of solid waste
disposed by State government by at
least 20 percent or to an amount
that is practical and economically

16 Maryland 
State Agencies 

Reach 20% Goal 
 
– KARA SCHWENKE 
MDE STAFF 
                   
 The 1988 Maryland Recycling
Act (MRA) requires the develop-
ment of a recycling plan that

[See All StAR, page 2] 

Start a Rechargeable Battery and Cell Phone 
Recycling Program at Your Agency 

- KARA SCHWENKE 
MDE STAFF 

  Recycling rechargeable batteries
and cell phones has never been
easier.  Thanks to the Rechargeable
Battery Recycling Corporation’s
(RBRC) Call2RecycleTM program,
your agency can be supplied with a
collection box and a pre-paid, pre-
addressed shipping label that will
be used to send batteries and cell
phones to a processing and recovery
facility. 
  RBRC is a non-profit public
service organization dedicated to
recycling used rechargeable
batteries and old cell phones.
RBRC collects the Nickel
Cadmium (Ni-Cd), Nickel Metal
Hydride (Ni-MH), Lithium Ion (Li-
ion), and Small Sealed Lead *(Pb) 

rechargeable batteries that
power a variety of portable
electronic products such as
cellular and cordless
phones, power tools, laptop
computers, camcorders,
two-way radios, and digital
cameras.  Since 1994,
RBRC has recycled more
than 22 million pounds of
rechargeable batteries.    
  RBRC offers recycling
plans for retailers,
communities, public
agencies, and businesses.
RBRC provides collection
materials and pays recycling
costs.   
  If your agency participates
in the Call2RecycleTM

program, all of the collected
batteries and cell phones can
be applied to your Maryland
Recycling Act (MRA) rate.
For more information on
how to obtain a collection
kit and participate in the
Call2RecycleTM  program, log
onto www.call2recycle.org
or contact customer service
at 877-723-1297. 
   

Did you know? 
According to the EPA,
more than 350 million
rechargeable batteries
are purchased in the
U.S. annually. 
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The next All StAR News is 
scheduled for the Winter of 
2007! 

 

feasible.  In no case may the
amount to be recycled be less
than 10 percent.  In 2006, Mary-
land State Government exceeded
the minimum rate and recycled
25.8 percent of the waste
generated. This is a 5 percentage
point increase over the 2005
recycling rate! 
 
  Thirteen State agencies
increased their MRA tonnage
over 2005 and recycled at least
20 percent of their waste.  These
are as follows; Comptroller of
the Treasury, Department of
General Services, Maryland
School for the Deaf, Maryland
Department of the Environment,
Maryland Department of
Transportation, Department of
Health and Mental Hygiene,
University of Maryland System,
Maryland Automobile Insurance
Fund, Subsequent Injury Fund
Board, Maryland State Police,
Department of Business and
Economic Development,
Maryland Higher Education
Commission and Maryland
Insurance Administration.
Additionally, even though their
MRA tonnages did not increase

in 2006, an additional 4 state
agencies (Department of Veterans
Affairs, Judiciary of Maryland,
Maryland Environmental Service,
and Department of Human
Resources) met the 20 percent
goal.    Kudos to the Subsequent
Injury Fund Board for increasing
their recycling rate from 2005 by a
whopping 26 percentage points to
69%!  Morgan State University
also gets a thumbs up for doubling
both their MRA tonnages and
recycling rate from 2005. Keep up
the good work – 20% is just
around the corner for you! 
 Keep in mind that even if you

don’t recycle at all the sites within
your agency, MDE still needs you
to complete the All StAR report. 
 
 A more detailed breakdown of
the 2006 All StAR recycling
results is presented on the
following page.  Additional
information on Maryland’s 25.8%
All StAR Recycling Rate will soon
be available on MDE's recycling
web page at
www.mde.state.md.us/Programs/L
andPrograms/Recycling/StateAgen
cies/index.asp. 
      
 

[ALL StAR, from page 1] MDE Staff is Here 
to Help! 

  
 Looking to boost your agency’s
recycling rate but need some help
doing it? Remember – MDE’s
Recycling and Operations Program
is here to help in any way it can!      
   
  Christy Bujnovszky has been with
MDE’s Waste Management
Administration for 10 years
(formerly working for the Scrap
Tire Program) joining the
Recycling Program in January
2006.  Christy is the lead contact
person for state and county
recycling, and works to provide
technical support to encourage
recycling and facilitate reporting on
collection activities for State
agencies.    
 
  Christy Bujnovszky can be
reached at (410) 537-3314 or by
email at
cbujnovszky@mde.state.md.us. 
Feel free to contact her for help
with your All StAR program! 
 
 
 
 
  

- KARA SCHWENKE 
MDE STAFF 

Have a story idea or specific
questions on a topic? 
Send comments and ideas for
future stories to David
Mrgich at
dmrgich@mde.state.md.us.   
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Agency Name 

 
No. of 
Sites 

No. of 
Sites 

Reporting 

 
Total MRA 
2006 (tons) 

2005 MRA 
Recycling 
Rate (%)^ 

2006 MRA 
Recycling 
Rate (%)^ 

Department of General Services 20 20 693.84 24.0 22.1
Department of Labor, Licensing & Regulation 12 0 NR NR NR
Department of Agriculture 2 0 NR NR NR

Maryland Public Broadcasting Commission 1 1 15.57 22.2 9.7
Comptroller of the Treasury 1 1 183.34 53.9 63.8
Maryland School for the Deaf 2 2 92.76 19.3 35.3
Department of Natural Resources 5 0 NR 34.9 NR
Department of Juvenile Services 14 12 188.07 8.5 16.0
Maryland State Archives 1 1 7.19 17.7 18.3

Department of the Environment 1 1 66.06 39.5 40.9
Department of Transportation 64 54 6559.32 35.8 37.5
Department of Health and Mental Hygiene 17 10 979.89 10.5 21.3
Maryland General Assembly 1 0 NR NR NR
Dept. of Public Safety and Correctional Services 29 28 1472.61 12.6 9.9
Department of Human Resources 12 5 79.86 26.2 26.4
Department of Assessments and Taxation 1 1 1.03 17.9 15.2
University of Maryland System 15 14 8672.31 23.5 30.3
St. Mary’s College of Maryland 1 1 107.02 17.4 8.5
Morgan State University 1 1 102.00 8.2 15.0
Department of Education 3 3 49.26 16.6 19.0
Maryland Automobile Insurance Fund 1 1 80.84 40.2 49.3
Maryland Stadium Authority 1 1 167.57 11.0 18.3
Baltimore City Community College 1 1 3.88 1.6 1.1

Maryland Environmental Service 1 1 13.29 30.0 29.9
Maryland Food Center Authority 1 1 0.00 0.0 0.0
Judiciary of Maryland 1 1 14.97 32.6 41.6
Subsequent Injury Fund Board 1 1 4.00 43.4 69.0
Department of Veterans Affairs 1 1 1.00 NR 69.4
Department of Budget and Management 1 1 7.15 16.7 12.1
Maryland State Police 27 27 241.59 29.3 29.3
Dept of Business and Economic Development 1 1 29.84 20.6 27.6
Maryland Higher Education Commission 1 1 11.30 39.2 39.7
Dept. of Housing and Community Development 1 0 NR 12.5 NR
Maryland Insurance Administration 1 1 21.80 29.1 35.9

TOTALS 243 194 19,855.10 20.2 25.8
       * State employees comprise approximately 84,929 of the total number of people at State Agency Locations. 
      ^ The 1988 Maryland Recycling Act mandates a State Government recycling rate of at least 20%. 
 

Bold Type – Satisfied the 20% recycling rate                          Increase in MRA tonnage over 2005 
NR – Did not report                                                       Recycling Rate greater than previous year 

 
 

Maryland State Agencies’ 2006 Recycling Rates


