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The Process for Reaching 2025 
• Phase I (2010) and II WIP (2012) focus on having 

practices in place to achieve 60% of the necessary 
reductions by 2017  

• The Phase III WIP (2018) will focus on 2017 to 2025 
and provides opportunity for adjustments 
– Midpoint assessment – taking stock 
– Finer geography – major basins 

• 2-year milestones 
–  Keep us focused on near term goals 
– Accountability framework to monitor progress and evaluate 

pace 
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2-Year Milestone Evaluation:  Balance of 
quantitative and qualitative 

 

  Step 1:  Achievement of statewide load 
                reduction and pace 

  Step 2:  The pace of sectors when compared 
                 to 2017 and 2025 targets   

  Step 3:  Sector specific BMP progress   

  Step 4:  Programmatic/capacity building 

  Step 5:  Assign federal oversight status 
 

EPA Accountability Framework 
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EPA 2014 Oversight Status 
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Historic Statewide Progress 
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Looking back to 1985, 
Maryland is 84% toward the 
2025 nitrogen target and 93% 
toward the phosphorus target 

Looking back to 2009, 
Maryland is 41% toward the 
2025 nitrogen target and 62% 
toward the phosphorus target 



MD Pollution Sources in 2013 
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EPA Review of 2013 
Programmatic Milestones 

• Success 
– Wastewater/Septic - ENR upgrades, doubling BRF and 

BAT 
– Stormwater - Draft Phase I MS4, industrial stormwater 

permits, improved data quality 
– Agriculture - Nutrient management, fertilizer use act 

 
• Shortfalls 

– Accounting for growth regulations, PMT, septic system 
strategy, MS4 permit issuance 
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2015 Milestone Commitments 
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Wastewater 
 ENR Upgrades for major WWTPs 
  Upgrade Minor WWTPs 

Septic Systems 
 Septic strategy and pace  
 Improved tracking 

 

Stormwater 
 Final Phase I & II MS4s 
 Improve tracking 

 

 
Agriculture 
  Agricultural Certainty regs 
  PMT phase in 
 New technologies 
  

Offsets and Trading 
 Establishment of Accounting for Growth tracking system and rules 
  Develop and research Nutrient trading options for high cost sectors 

 

All Programmatic Milestones are available on the MDE website:  
http://www.mde.state.md.us/programs/Water/TMDL/TMDLImplementation/Pages/MD_Milestone_Goals_2014-2015.aspx 
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Continued Local Engagement 
• Focus on short term goals 

– Local milestones and evaluation 
– County SCD goals and milestones 

• Survey of local jurisdictions needs 
• Regional workshops  

– Partnerships 
– Resources (Watershed Assistance Collaborative, 

Environmental Finance Center, Grants, RFPs) 
• Technical webinar series 
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• Three parts – allow for midpoint adjustments 

• EPA review of progress towards meeting the 2017 
60% interim target & 2025 Bay TMDL goal 

• Bay Partnership gathers, reviews and incorporates 
new data and science into the partnership’s 
decision support tools to support policy decisions 

• States submit Phase III WIP to EPA in 2018 
which will provide a blueprint for how we will 
reach our 2025 goals 

The 2017 Midpoint Assessment  
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Summary 
• Maryland achieved its 2012 – 2013 milestones, set 2015 milestones 

and is on a path to reach 2017. 

• Midpoint assessment provides opportunity for adaptive 
management and midpoint adjustments 

• Near term is to continue to focus on addressing short term 
milestone goals in all sectors and identify strategies for the Phase 
III WIP. 

• MD’s blueprint for restoration, a combined plan across all sectors: 
– Will result in continued reduction of nutrient pollution to the Chesapeake Bay 

and its tributaries 

– Is necessary for a restored and resilient Bay and is part of a comprehensive 
seven jurisdiction strategy for Bay restoration 

– Positions Maryland for sustainable and smart growth 
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For more information 
visit our new website! 
www.mde.state.md.us 
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Thank You!!! 
 

Lee Currey 
lee.currey@maryland.gov 
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