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Maryland Dam Safety  
Laws, Regulations & Liabilities

Disclaimer: I am not a Disclaimer: I am not a 
lawyer, this is not legal lawyer, this is not legal 

adviceadvice

Why don’t sharks attack lawyers?

Sleepover With the Sharks

Learn About Sleepover With the Sharks
Sharks will be lurking close by as you attempt to sleep through the night!

PROFESSIONAL COURTESY

Maryland
• Dams & Reservoirs
• A dam is any obstruction, wall, or 

embankment together with its appurtenant 
works…constructed for the purpose of 
storing or diverting water…

These are dams.
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Are these dams?
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Engineering Report
• Alterations to the existing impoundment 

structures such as the reservoir embankment 
are subject to Maryland Dam Safety 
approval…

• It is expected that the construction of a self-
supported (pre-cast,pre-stressed or cast-in-
place) reservoir would eliminate the Dam 
Safety requirements…

Visual Screening
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Replacing Leaky Tanks A Priority
• North Andover officials are moving quickly 

to replace two leaking water tanks that are 
sending an estimated 34,000 gallons per day 
into neighboring properties…

• It’s affecting their yards, ruining their 
trees…

• The Boston Globe July 17,2005

History of Dam Safety

• March 1928 – St. Francis Dam Failure
• June 1976 – Grand Teton Dam Failure
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FIRST FILLING
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Dam Safety Laws

PUBLIC NOTICE
Engineer In ChargeEngineer In Charge

adapted from Dilbert ©
by S. Adams

• ENVIRONMENTAL ARTICLE § 5-509. 
• (a) On complaint or the Department's own 

initiative, the Department may investigate 
or examine any reservoir, dam, or similar 
waterway construction.
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If the Department determines that the reservoir, dam, 
or similar waterway construction is unsafe, needs 

repair, or should be removed because the reservoir, 
dam, or similar waterway construction is unsafe and 
not repairable, the Department shall notify the owner 

in writing to repair or remove the object, as the 
situation warrants. The repair or removal work shall 
be completed within a reasonable time, which time 

shall be prescribed in the Department's notice.

(b) If the work is not completed in the time 
prescribed in the notice, the Department may have 

the work completed at the expense of the owner. The 
Department shall charge the owner for this expense, 

and if the repayment is not made within 30 days after 
written demand, the Department may bring an action 

in the proper court to recover this expense. 

Regulations Policies

EAPs
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EAP Levels

• Level I – unusual, non-emergency event
• Level II- situation rapidly developing, still 

attempting to save the dam
• Level III- urgent event, save lives and 

downstream property

QUESTIONS?


