
Amy Donna, the recipient of this summer’s 
MDE Environmental Science Student 
Award, wrote this article summarizing 
her experiences at the agency:

When I applied for the Environmental 
Science Student Award, I knew very little 
about what the Maryland Department of 
the Environment actually did, beyond just 
“something environmental.” Receiving the 
award and internship has led to experiences 
that have taught me a lot about environmental 
issues and how MDE is helping to solve them.

During the internship, I had the opportunity 
to work in both the Water Management 
Administration and the Office of Communi-
cations. While in OC I went into the field with 
groups from Lead Poisoning Prevention, Air 
Monitoring, and Wastewater. I even spent a 
day with the Emergency Response Division, 
listening to stories and learning how MDE 
deals with accidents like mercury and oil 
spills. Because I was able to work with several 
people in these different programs, I was able 
to gain an understanding of the many aspects 
of environmental issues and solutions.

I’ve always been interested in science and 
engineering, so I was excited to visit places 
like Poplar Island and stream remediation 

One of the side benefits of attending 
the Maryland Association of Counties 
summer convention in Ocean City is all 
those interesting things along the way.

Such was the case for MDE Deputy Secre-
tary Horacio Tablada last month when he 
stopped in Berlin to visit the rubberized 
walking path in Stephen Decatur Park.

The trail, which is five feet wide and 
six-tenths of a mile long, was completed 
seven years ago and is the only walking path 
project made from scrap tires that MDE 
has been involved in within the state. The 
pathway does a loop from the parking lot 
to some tennis courts within the park.

In addition to a beneficial use for recycled 
scrap tires, the project fostered cooperation 
between the state and town, provided 
financial benefit for Berlin and allowed a 
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sites, where I learned how scientists and 
engineers were helping the environment 
by creating habitat with dredged materials, 
slowing erosion with living shorelines, 
and much more. I explored various areas 
of environmental science, from learning 
about geology while seeing a well drilled 
with the Wastewater program to learning 
about air pollution while calibrating an 
ozone monitoring station in Beltsville.

But through this internship I’ve realized that 
solving environmental problems requires not 
only scientists and engineers but educators, 
regulators, and politicians, too. In the Office 
of Communications I helped with outreach 
events and learned how promoting topics 
like electric vehicles, recycling, and climate 
change can be just as important as actively 
engineering solutions. I also learned how 
environmental solutions depend on policies 
created by the Maryland legislature and 
enforced by MDE, when I worked with the 
permitting process in WMA, watched a lead 
inspection, and attended meetings such as the 
Board of Public Works meeting in Annapolis.

At MDE, I’ve discovered that in order to 
change the environment, it is important to 
not only develop and construct science-based 
solutions but also to work with the public 

forum for MDE to disseminate information 
and educate the public about scrap tire 
recycling, said LMA’s Abigail Pascual.

The recycled scrap tire project is one 
of many the agency has done the 
past few years including playground 
construction and safety surface materials 

and political community to ensure that 
these solutions will be supported. Though 
I plan on majoring in Environmental 
Science and Engineering and focusing 
on the more technical solutions to 
environmental problems, my internship 
has given me valuable insights into 
each aspect of the environmental field, 
which can only help my future career. 

at playgrounds in state parks and 
public schools, including one at a 
school near Stephen Decatur Park. 

The material also has been used in landfill 
construction and caps, a soundwall 
barrier on Interstate 95, a dressage arena 
and steeplechase jump area at Fairhill 
Equestrian Center in Cecil County, mats 
in horse stalls at the State Fairgrounds, 
rubberized asphalt in Talbot County 
and on River Road in front of the 
Midshore II Landfill to mitigate heavy 
truck traffic. Also, it has been used 
in crumb rubber for soccer fields. 

We don’t have as much funding as 
we used to, so we’ve stopped doing 
projects except for a few citizen and 
agricultural scrap tire dropoff days,” 
Abigail said. “We’ve been concentrating 
our funds on cleaning up illegal scrap 
tire stockpiles throughout the state.”


