Maryland Commission on Environmental Justice & Sustainable Communities (CEJSC) Meeting

June 27, 2013, 9:30am Baltimore, Maryland
In Attendance

· Commissioners: Lisa Nissley, Chris Hill, Bill Ferguson, Calvin Ball, Vernice Miller Travis, John Quinn, Dick Fairbanks, Arabia Davis, Linda Janey, Paul Wiedefeld (for DBED), Robin Underwood
· Participants: Destiny Watford, Greg Sawtell, , Rebecca Ruggles, Diane Brown, Crystal Heide, Michelle Romney, Samantha Zwerling, Stephanie Cobb Williams

Introductions were made by each attendee. 

Progress Reports

Academic Outreach
Those interested in academic outreach had a call with Dr. Wilson to discuss the ongoing project.  Our next call is scheduled for July 9th at 3:00pm.  Dr. Wilson is working on an Environmental Justice Center that will work with communities to promote justice.  The Commission is working to collaborate on this project with him.  Lisa mentioned the fact that many times the Commission realizes that the state is in need some sort of data, but does not have the resources to do the research.  Students are required to do certain types of projects for their degree in public health and may be able to work on these issues as projects.  This would help fill the information gap.  For example, one idea floated was having students could potentially create a survey tool for communities that could help us find out what each community needs to work on EJ issues.  Pesticides could be another topic that these students work on.  Lisa suggested taking some time at the retreat to really iron this out.  Vernice mentioned that there is a whole arena of community/university partnerships in relation to EJ all around that country that we could model this after.

Legislative Outreach

Calvin mentioned they are eager to make connections with members of the Maryland General Assembly.  They questioned reaching out by interest in the environment, geography, diversity, etc.  Sometimes it is also hard to know when the best time to reach out is.  The Commission doesn’t necessarily want to work on individual pieces of legislation, but rather raise the profile of EJ so it is being considered when policy is moving forward.
Senator Ferguson mentioned that there is always an underlying question of power.  If the commission is empowered, the legislature will listen.  There are also some other models of commissions such as the Chesapeake Bay Commission.  Some people suggested that the Chesapeake Bay Commission is listened to because they have a budget and dedicated staff.  Senator Ferguson suggested that if CEJSC wanted to have power, it needs to pick a fight.  That fight might be to get funding.  Lisa pointed out that the Bay Commission has a different charge, so it’s hard to compare the two.  The Bay Commission was given specific charges, while CEJSC is meant to advise the Governor.  Senator Ferguson offered to take something to the legislature when the time comes. 

Dick reminded everyone of the importance of reaching out to the minority party as well.  Others suggested we get non-profit organizations involved as well.  Linda mentioned we could speak to all of the cabinet secretaries and make sure there is an EJ component being considered in every policy.  Calvin reiterated that we want to make sure that we’re strategic and not just looking to get 5 minutes.  Need to make sure that we have a plan of action.  This may be another topic for the retreat.
County Outreach

Lisa told the group that there is a two-pager already made up that can be used for county outreach.  Last time the group talked about more outreach to MACO.  Lisa mentioned that Mace’s summer conference is coming up, but the group agreed that they are not ready to present at the conference.  During the retreat, the group needs to prioritize some outreach strategies rather than trying to pursue everything.  There have been some successes with Plan Maryland, so we can use that model.  
Vernice mentioned she is interested in the work Adam Ortiz is doing in Price George’s County’s Sustainability Office.  The group could look at ways that his office could be aligned with us and that we could help with. The group suggested bringing him back as a speaker at the retreat
Title IV

Robin told the group that last year, they had planned to meet with all of the state agencies to make sure they have a Title IV program.  Unfortunately, this didn’t happen due to complications.  Robin suggested starting outreach again with a letter to all fair practices offices in the agencies.  Vernice clarified that every single agency that receives federal dollars must be compliant with Title IV.  Currently, there are violations all the time because people don’t understand what Title IV means, or don’t realize that they must be compliant.  Vernice explained that the EPA is currently drafting new guidelines to make it clearer for people.  They are taking public comment right now.  It’s going to impact MDE and there needs to be some preparation so MDE is not caught off guard.  Lisa told the group that MDE has been pretty active in the discussion about these guidelines with EPA so it should not be an issue.  Robin will have a draft of the letter by the retreat

CEHPAC

Our last meeting was a joint meeting with CEHPAC and there has not been another CEHPAC meeting since, so nothing to report.  Lisa mentioned that Cliff had been in touch regarding HB 1433 which develops a workgroup to look at cancer clusters.  DHMH is looking for suggestions of members who have an EJ background.  Please forward any thoughts to Lisa so she can share with Cliff. It may be a commissioner or someone else.
Retreat 

The retreat is scheduled for July 23 and typically runs from 10am-4pm.  Lisa told the group that we are still looking for a location.  Some options are Morgan State, Annapolis, West Baltimore.  Since CEJSC does not have funds, it’s imperative that the location is free.  There are usually a couple of speakers at the beginning of the retreat.  Adam is a possibility for this. Also, we could have Dr. Wilson for a discussion on the academic project.  In the afternoon we could do some small group brainstorming with an emphasis on coming up with action items.  It seems like we need the most time for discussion of Title VI, county, and legislative outreach; perhaps less time for state representatives, business, and CEHPAC.
Lisa emphasized the need to lock down a location by next week.  

Other Business:

The minutes from the April meeting were accepted unanimously.

Destiny made an announcement about work she is doing to stop an incinerator from being built in her neighborhood.  Vernice suggested that MDE could look into the permitting of the facility.  

Paul told the group that DBED is looking to write an article for their website about green businesses.

Adjourn
The annual Commissioner’s retreat is scheduled for July 23rd.  Time & location TBD. 
