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Adaptation Options for
Maryland



• Convenes and serves as
resource to states and localities
on climate and energy issues

• Brings together academics and
policymakers to improve climate
policy

• Informs the development of:
– Legislation
– Regulation
– Transportation policy
– Adaptation policy
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ORGANIZATION
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ORGANIZATION

• What the state is currently doing

• Recommendations for additional work

• Examples from other jurisdictions



STATE PLANNING & PROGRESS



STATE
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• Expand the Adaptation Working Group to
include other stakeholders or create a
citizen advisory council

• Establish research priorities and coordinate
with academic researchers

• Expand the scope of the Coast Smart rules

• Consider climate change in all state plans
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NEW HAMPSHIRE | COASTAL RISK &
HAZARDS COMMISSION

Coordination
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SOUTHEAST FLORIDA | CLIMATE
INSTITUTE

Coordination
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NEW YORK | COMMUNITY
RISK & RESILIENCY ACT

Investments
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CALIFORNIA | ALL HAZARD
MITIGATION PLAN

Planning



LOCAL
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• Use state funding programs as carrot to
encourage local adaptation

• Develop new funding streams to support
local adaptation

• Identify ways to fund or finance private
adaptation

• Consider climate change in all state plans

• Expand scope of data, tools, and technical
support provided to communities

• Encourage or require local adaptation
planning



MASSACHUSETTS| COASTAL RESILIENCE
GRANT PROGRAM



HAWAII| HOTEL TAX Funding



CONNECTICUT | SHORE UP PROGRAM



NORTH CAROLINA | FLOOD RISK
INFORMATION SYSTEM

Technical
Support
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CALIFORNIA | CAL-ADAPT Technical
Support
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CALIFORNIA | ADAPTATION
PLANNING GUIDES

Technical
Support
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• Critical access route
• Adapt infrastructure while minimizing

impacts to natural resources

• Redevelopment
• Corridor design • Residential areas slated

for econ. revitalization

• Redevelopment,
ecotourism and
waterfront uses

• Relocation area
through TDR or
buyouts

• Highly vulnerable area
• Relocation strategy combined

with restoring natural resources

FLORIDA | ADAPTATION ACTION
AREAS



CROSS-
CUTTING
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• Target state investments to help those
most vulnerable to climate change impacts

• Work with local historic preservation
commissions to update and revise
guidelines for flood resilience retrofits to
historic structures (building on work in
Baltimore and Annapolis)
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NEW YORK | GUIDANCE FOR RISING
COMMUNITY RECONSTRUCTION PLANS



MISSISSIPPI | ELEVATION DESIGN
GUIDELINES FOR HISTORIC PROPERTIES



Jessica Grannis
grannis@law.Georgetown.edu

202/661-6594

www.adaptationclearinghouse.org
www.georgetownclimate.org
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Thank You!


