Greenhouse Gas Reduction Act Timeline

6/1/2011 12/31/2011 12/31/2012 10/1/2015

Adopt final plan that reduces
statewide GHG emissions by 25%
from 2006 levels by 2020.

Submission of proposed plan to the Governor and General Assembly.
Make proposed plan available to the public.

Convene a series of workshops to provide interested parties with an
opportunity to comment on the plan.

An institution of higher education responsible for the independent
study shall complete and submit the study to the Governor and
General Assembly.

Publish inventory of state GHG emissions for CY 2006.
Projected "business as usual" inventory for CY 2020.

A report submitted by the Department to the Governor and General Assembly that includes:

- A summary of the State's progress toward achieving the 2020 emissions reduction required by the plan (MDE).

- An update on emerging technologies to reduce GHG emissions (MDE?).

- A review of the best available science regarding the level and pace of GHG emissions reductions and sequestration needed to avoid dangerous changes to the climate
(UMD).

- Recommendations on the need for science-based adjustments to the requirement to reduce statewide GHG emissions by 25% by 2020 (UMD, MDE).

- A summary of additional or revised regulations, control programs, or incentives that are necessary to achieve the 25% reduction in statewide GHG emissions (ALL).

- The status of any Federal program to reduce GHG emissions and any transition by the State from its participation in RGGI (MDE).

- An analysis of the Plan's overall economic costs and benefits to the State's economy, environmental and public health (MDE).
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